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MEMORANDUM
DATE: FEBRUARY 23, 2001
TO: THE HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF CITY COUNCIL
FROM: PHILIP SUNDERLAND, CITY MANAGE%S

SUBJECT: MASON HALL APARTMENTS

For the last two years, the issue of parking, the opening in the rear fence and the compatibility of the
Mason Hall apartments with its neighbors on Bernard Street has occupied much of staff’s, the
neighborhood’s and Council’s attention. Staff and the parties involved are now hopeful of bringing
the matter to closure.

Background

The Mason Hall apartment building, located at 1420 West Abington Drive, was constructed in 1950
prior to the requirement of site plan approval and prior to modern parking requirements. The
building permit under which the complex was built describes a 171 unit apartment building and was
accompanied by a plan showing limited parking areas. The site is striped for 84 spaces. In addition,
there are 22 parallel spaces on the public right-of-way in front of the apartment building where
Mason Hall residents may legally park like any other members of the public. The apartment
complex is not required to provide additional parking, even though under today’s parking
requirement 238 parking spaces would be required.

In 1990, to address a parking need at the apartment complex, Mason Hall apartments applied for site
plan approval to add 21 new parking spaces to its site along the west side of West Abington Drive
just north of Bashford Lane. Site plan #90-037 was denied on March 5, 1991, by the Planning
Commission on a 7-0 vote, after input from the community, because the proposed parking would
mean a loss of open green area.

Sometime during 1998, the management of Mason Hall began allowing parking behind the building
near the end of Bemnard Street. When neighboring homeowners complained, zoning staff investigated
and determined that the parking area had been constructed without a site plan which is a violation



of the zoning ordinance. Three zoning citations with escalating fines were issued and the parking
was eventually stopped. As a zoning matter, staff determined that the paving itself was not a
violation of any regulation, but that allowing it to function as a parking area was. Mason Hall also
cut a hole in the rear fence and laid pavers running between the rear of its building and the rear fence
so that its tenants would have a convenient walkway to the neighborhood behind the building and
could park their cars there (along Bernard Street, Devon Place and Michigan Avenue). Staff
determined that there were no regulations prohibiting the creation of a walkway; the City Attorneys
Office opined that, under the circumstances of this case, the City could not block the public’s access
to the public right of way behind the building. See attached responses to Council Requests 99-
30PDSE and 99-103DRCSW,

As a result of staff’s rulings, for the last two years, the immediately abutting neighbors, as well as
the neighborhood generally, have complained about Mason Hall tenants parking on their crowded
streets. In addition, the adjacent neighbors, Ms. Barbara Clark and her husband, Michael O’ Neil,
have complained about what they consider the illegally paved area, the parking there, and the
apartment dumpsters, which are located on the property line shared by Mason Hall and the
Clark/O’Neil residence.

First Vacation Ordinance

In response to staff’s rulings prohibiting parking in the paved area behind the building, Mason Hall
originally stated that it would file a site plan to legalize the rear parking area. It never did. Instead,
in an effort to organize more parking for its residents, it sought a vacation of the public right of way
which forms a diagonal road running from Slaters Lane to West Abington Drive at the northeast
corner of the apartment building site. If vacated, the land would provide approximately 36 additional
parking for the exclusive use of Mason Hall tenants.

The matter was seemingly resolved when Mason Hall applied for a vacation of the land, and Council
approved vacation ordinance 4092 on November 13, 1999. Council permitted Mason Hall to acquire
the right of way and to use it for parking, but it also attached conditions to the vacation. (Vacation
ordinance 4092 attached.) Specifically, Mason Hall was not required to pay for the land in light of
the fact that the same land had been dedicated to the City by the owners of the Mason Hall site when
it was originally developed, so long as Mason Hall complied with the following conditions:

. It was required to remove all of the asphalt area it had paved in 1998 behind the
building and restore the area with grass and landscaping;

. It was required to remove the cement pavers behind the building which gave access
to the right of way on Bernard Street to building tenants; and

. It was required to replace the gate in the fence at the western edge of the property
near Bernard Street with solid fencing,



Mason Hall had not agreed to those conditions and it sued the City, arguing that the conditions had
no legal relationship to the grant of the vacation and City Council had no authority to impose them.
The Alexandria Circuit Court agreed with the Mason Hall contentions, and invalidated the vacation
ordinance. The court has suspended its ruling and discontinued the case in order for the parties to
discuss settlement. If the parties are unable to reach a settlement, the court ruling will be reinstated
and become final.

ent a

In an effort to resolve the issues and to settle the litigation, staff from Planning and Zoning and the
City Attorney’s Office have been working with Chuck Hathway, Vice-President and General
Counsel for Bemstein Management Company, the property manager for Mason Hall. As a result of
extensive negotiations, staff and Mason Hall have come to an agreement that includes conditions
Mason Hall will accept if Council will approve a new ordinance vacating the same right of way that
ordinance 4092 had vacated. After an initial agreement was reached with Mason Hall in December
2000, the agreement was presented to representatives of the Northeast Civic Association, as well as
to the immediately adjacent property owners, Ms. Clark and Mr. O’Neil. Those parties found the
agreement to contain desirable elements, but asked for additional concessions from Mason Hall.
Mason Hall has agreed to provide some of those concessions, but not all that have been requested
by the neighbors.

Staff’s goals in negotiating a settlement have been threefold: (1) to maximize on-site parking for
Mason Hall tenants in order to reduce their use of street parking in the nearby neighborhood, (2) not
to adversely affect the appearance of the site, and (3) to reduce the impacts of certain features of
Mason Hall’s operations on neighboring property. For Mason Hall, the main points of negotiation
have been to resolve all issues now, so that no additional public hearings or future actions are
necessary, and to maximize parking for its tenants. The key elements of the settlement agreement
are reflected on the attached plan prepared by Mason Hall. They include the following:

1. Vacation of right of way. The agreement would allow the vacation of the right of way in
front of the building, and in this regard is the same as the original vacation ordinance 4092. Mason
Hall will be able to create parking for the exclusive use of its tenants in that area, and will likely
achieve 38-40 new parking spaces. These spaces are shown on the attached plan. The City will
retain a public access easement, allowing emergency vehicles, public drivers, and public buses to
travel from Slaters Lane to West Abington Drive.

2. Removal of rear gate. The rear fencing at the foot of Bernard Street which allowed access
to neighborhood parking will be repaired. In addition, Mason Hall has agreed not to create
additional openings in the future. Also, Mason Hall has agreed to padlock the existing gate at the
foot of Devon Street and to only allow access there for oil deliveries.

3. Additional parking on north side of the building. Under the agreement, the City will allow

Mason Hall to achieve some additional parking spaces on the north side of the building by increasing



the area of paving and making a second row of parallel spaces close to the building. Some lawn area
to the north of the building will be lost as a result. Mason Hall has agreed to plant three new trees
in this area, including two along the frontage of Slaters Lane.

This part of the agreement has been a continuing concern of the Northeast Citizens Association
because the area to the north of the building has historically been so unattractive. Filled with cars
and fronting on Slaters Lane, the Association argues that the area presents a harsh, unappealing view
to Slaters Lane drivers and to pedestrians walking on the narrow sidewalk along Slaters Lane. Staff
is also concerned about this area and agrees that it is unattractive, but believe that the addition of
three new trees in the area will provide some benefit. Staff believe further that the loss of a small
amount of Mason Hall’s lawn area near its building is unlikely to be perceptible to passersby. While
additional landscaping and other features would make the area more attractive, Mason Hall is not
willing to install them because they would result in the loss of existing parking. Moreover, staff
believe that the provision of this additional parking is important to keep as many tenants’ cars from
parking on neighborhood streets as possible.

4. Removal of portion of asphalt from rear area. As to the rear paved area, which has been

the subject of lengthy debate, Mason Hall is willing to remove a significant portion of the asphalt.
It is also willing to plant a screening hedge on the western boundary of the area and to plant the
remaining unpaved area with grass. Mason Hall will not remove all of the asphalt, retaining a 12
foot wide drive aisle immediately adjacent to the rear of its building so that service vehicles can
drive to a service entrance at the southern end of the pavement.

Ms. Clark is opposed to allowing any service vehicles to enter the area, and alleges that no service
vehicles ever entered the area prior to 1998. In fact, according to Ms. Clark, the rear area was closed
to vehicles by a chain link fence at its north end, which allowed access to the area by pedestrians
only. Mason Hall disputes those facts, stating that service vehicles have historically accessed the
doorway at the south point of the paved area, and will continue to need to do so.

In any event, the agreement provides for the 12 foot wide service vehicle drive and acknowledges
the need for occasional service vehicles. Staff believe that having a small paved strip for service
trucks will not be harmful, and notes that the removal of the remainder of the paving and the planting
of a lawn and screening hedge will soften the appearance from Ms. Clark’s property and will block
the view of any remaining pavement and activity there.

5. a llards cep vehicle : g 1n the area. Mason
Hall will install bollards and a chain at the mouth of the rear area so that parking does not occur in
this area, but the chain will be removable so that service vehicles can enter the area. Ms. Clark and
the neighborhood request that a permanent barrier be installed instead, so that no cars, including
service vehicles, are able to enter the area. They propose that any service materials can be brought
to the rear service door by hand carts which are walked along the paved aisle beyond the fence
enclosure. Mason Hall refuses to accept this proposed option for its service requirements. The
bollards and chain will be located where the pavement ended prior to the creation in 1998 of the new,
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disputed paved area in back of the building. As to the location of any pavement and parking along
Mason Hall’s western boundary, Ms. Clark and her husband want it to end at the rear comer of their
townhouse lot, regardless of where it ended historically.

6. New locatjon for dumpsters. The dumpsters for the apartment building are located at the
rear corner of Ms. Clark’s property, and have been the subject of repeated complaints by Ms. Clark

and her husband. Mason Hall has agreed to move the dumpsters to a new location north along the
west property line approximately 100 feet from their current location. To allow cars enough room
to drive by them, a small portion of lawn area behind the building must be removed. The dumpsters
will be screened, and will not be visible from Clark/O’Neil residence,

7. Additional parking between the dumpsters and the bollards. Between the new location
for the dumpsters and the proposed bollards, four additional parking spaces will be created along
Mason Hall’s west property line for use by Mason Hall tenants and the building’s resident manager.

8. Settlement of the litigation. If an ordinance implementing this agreement is enacted, the
circuit court’s opinion will be vacated. If an ordinance implementing this agreement is not adopted,

the opinion will be reinstated and become final. The City would then have the right to seek
discretionary review by the Virginia Supreme Court. There is no certainty that the court would
accept the case or that, if accepted, the City would prevail on appeal.

Mason Hall has agreed to be bound by the above agreements. Staff has accepted the agreement as,
on balance, a good solution for all three parties involved: Mason Hall, the neighborhood and the
immediate neighboring property owners. Additional parking will be added, making it less necessary
to park in the greater neighborhood. The rear fence will be repaired making parking in the
neighborhood very inconvenient. A landscape buffer will be planted next to the adjacent owners’
property to shield the rear of the building. And the dumpsters will be moved out of sight of the
neighboring property owners. Unfortunately, the neighborhood, as represented by the Northeast
Citizens Association, and the adjacent owners have not accepted the agreement.

At its meeting on February 21, the Association voted to accept the proposal, but only if several
additional elements are agreed to by Mason Hall. The Association sees the additional elements as
mitigation for the loss of green areas caused by expanding the parking areas on the east and north
side of the building. It requested that Mason Hall widen the public sidewalk and install 2 brick wall
along the Slaters Lane frontage to shield the appearance of parked cars and to make the site more
attractive. It also requested additional landscaping to make up for the loss of green space. Finally,
it asks that Mason Hall agree that no additional paving will be installed behind the building and that
the additional land gained through the vacation ordinance will not be used in the future as the basis
for more development on the site.

Ms. Clark and her husband have also rejected the proposal, unless it includes more. While they
accept most of the other elements of the proposal, and especially the fact that Mason Hall has agreed
to move the dumpsters, they strongly object to allowing service vehicles to enter the area behind the



building and adjacent to their property. In addition, Ms. Clark suggests that Photinia be the
evergreen species used for the rear screening hedge, instead of the Leyland Cypress plants proposed
by Mason Hall.

onclusj e dati

These remaining elements, which the neighborhood and immediate neighbors understandably desire,
while desirable, simply cannot be achieved. Mason Hall will not agree to these elements and prefers
to live with the status quo rather than agreeing to them. In light of the history and circumstances of
this matter, staff believe that the overall agreement is desirable and should be implemented even
without those elements because, while not perfect, it does provide considerable benefit to all parties,
and brings a difficult problem to a close; moreover, without the agreement and its implementation,
the current situation, which is unsatisfactory in many ways to all the parties, will continue
indefinitely.

Staff intends to introduce an ordinance implementing the agreement in April, which will be the
subject of a public hearing on April 21. A public hearing will allow all interested parties to share
their concerns and the Council to consider the matter in depth.

ftachments:

Council request 99-30PDSE

Council request 99-103DRCSW

Vacation ordinance 4092

Mason Hall plan showing elements of settlement
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ATTBeHhmen/T 1
Gety of Meamdria, Virginia

MEMORANDUM

DATE: APRIL 13, 1999

TO: MAYOR KERRY J. DONLEY
VICE MAYOR WILLIAM D. EUILLE
COUNCILWOMAN REDELLA S. PEPPER
COUNCILMAN DAVID G. SPECK

THRU: ROSE WILLIAMS BOYD, DIRECTOR, CITIZEN ASSISTANCE
FROM: SHELDON LYNN, DIRECTOR ﬂdm;_ﬂ WA
~ PLANNING AND ZONING

SUBJECT: PARKING SITUATION AT MASON HALL APARTMENTS
" (REQUEST NO. 99-30PDSE)

This is in response to your request for a report regarding parking issues at Mason Hall Apartments
as raised in the March 30 letter from Michael S. O’Neil. Attached to the letter is a petition signed
by many residents of the adjacent neighborhood which makes four requests of the City:

1. Require Mason Hall Apartments to bring its rear parking lot up to current code and
install a noise-reducing fence;

2. Require Mason Hall to control parking for its residents by restricting the number of
cars per resident, and removing illegally parked and abandoned vehicles;

3. Require Mason Hall to provide adequate parking for tenants; and
4. Require Mason Hall to erect and maintain fencing without gates or openings on its
west property line; in the alternative, the City should erect fencing at the foot of its

adjacent rights-of-way.

In addition, Poul Hertel, President of the Northeast Civic Association, stated that the Association
supports the petition. :



Background

' The Mason Hall Apartment building, located at 1420 West Abingdon Drive, was constructed in 1950

prior to the requirement of site plan approval and prior to modern parking requirements. The
building permit under which the complex was built describes a 171 unit apartment building and was
accompanied by a plan showing limited parking areas. The site is striped for 85 spaces. In addition,
there are 21 parallel spaces on the public right-of-way in front of the apartment building where
Mason Hall residents may legally park. The apartment complex is not required to provide additional
parking, even though under today’s parking requirement 238 parking spaces would be required.

In 1990, to address a parking need at the apartment complex, Mason Hall Apartments applied for
site plan approval to add 21 new parking spaces to their site along the west side of West Abingdon
Drive just north of Bashford Lane. The site plan was denied on March 5, 1991, by the Planning
Commission on a 7-0 vote. Staff recalls that the denial was based on the fact that the proposed
parking would mean a loss of open green area.

Sometime during the last year, the management of Mason Hall began allowing parking behind the
building in the area between the building and the adjacent residential area (see map at Attachment
1, with an arrow indicating the unapproved parking area). When neighboring homeowners
complained, zoning staff investigated and determined that the parking was constructed without a site
plan which is a violation of the zoning ordinance. Three zoning citations with escalating fines have
been issued over the last two months, as neighbors in the Northeast neighborhood continued to
complain and document the fact that cars continued to park in the unapproved area.

Zoning staff has had a series of conversations with Monica Burke, the resident manager of Mason
Hall, as well as with Douglas McKinley, the attorney for the apartment complex. In response to the
zoning tickets, the management has notified residents that parking is not permitted in the contested
area. In addition, Mr. McKinley has promised to file a site plan for the rear parking area by April
22, the deadline for the Planning Commission’s July hearing. A site plan will address some but not
all of the neighbors’ requests. Each of the points in the petition are addressed below.,

. i ujr o bring i arki to code and install a
neise-reducing fence, -
If an application for site plan approval is filed, Mason Hall will have to identify individual
parking spaces, access, drive aisles and boundaries of any proposed new parking area. if
approved, the site plan would legalize parking in the area behind the apartment building. At
the same time, the site plan process can address such issues as fencing and the location and
screening of dumpsters. If site plan approval is not sought or not granted, then parking in
the disputed area is not permitted. Zoning staff will continue to issue citations and fines and,
if it appears that the citations do not correct the problem, will refer the matter to the City
Attorney who can seek injunctive relief from Circuit Court.



Mason Hall has a system of Issumg re51dent1al parkmg stlckers to its remdents so that
illegally parked cars in its permitted parking areas can be identified. Mr. O’Neil requests that
the City require Mason Hall to restrict the number of cars it allows its residents to have and
to enforce its sticker system, forcing the removal of cars without stickers. In addition, he
would like to see improperly tagged or abandoned vehicles on Mason Hall property ticketed
or towed. According to the City Attomey, the City does not have the right to either restrict
the number of cars a iong standing development allows its residents to have or to require an
apartment building owner to enforce its own parking rules. In addition, the City does not
have the power to enter onto private property to inspect vehicles or issue vehicle citations,
although, with management authorization the Alexandria Police will ticket and tow
abandoned or improperly tagged vehicles.

Therc is no quesuon but that therc is 1nsufﬁc1cnt parkmg for the number of tenants and cars
at Mason Hall. It is also true that most of the homes in the immediately adjacent
neighborhood were built in the 1940's with no off-street parking. This has resulted in more
parking demand than on-street parking spaces for residents,

Staff from Transportation and Environmental Services has been approached by residents who
live adjacent to Mason Hall regarding the creation of residential parking district for the area.
However, under section 5-8-73 of the City Code, to qualify for permit parking, staff must
find that at least 25% of the cars parked during normal work hours in the area belong to
parkers who are not residents. According to Transportation Coordinator Bill Long of T&ES,
the area would not qualify for residential parking under that criterion.

As part of its petition, the neighbors request that the City require Mason Hall to provide
sufficient parking to fully meet today’s standards and suggests that Mason Hall purchase
additional land for the purpose. Under section 8-200 (F), the apartment building is not
required to do that; its historical parking is grandfathered. The same grandfathered standard
applies to the homes in the Northeast neighborhood which were built without parking or with
parking that does not meet today’s standard.

Mr. O’Neil states that, after zoning staff cited Mason Hall for the illegal parking areas, it
opened gates, or created openings for pedestrians, in the fence that runs behind the building,
thus allowing Mason Hall residents to park in the neighborhood and more easily walk to their
apartments. Staffis aware of the openings in the fence but believes that they are permissible.
The fence belongs to Mason Hall. The openings allow residents of Mason Hall to walk from
the public rights-of-way on neighboring streets to the Mason Hall property.



There has been some ambiguity about the ownership of the land at the foot of Bemard Street
immediately behind Mason Hall. Beyond the end of the street pavement and in front of the
Mason Hall fence, there has long existed a grassy area. When Mr. O’Neil bought his home
a few years ago (his home is adjacent to that land area), he sought to improve it by keeping
the grass in good condition. When Mason Hall allowed its residents to walk across that area,
Mr. O’Neil objected. To resolve the dispute, and in order to prepare a proper site plan,
Mason Hall undertook to have a survey of the area prepared. Staffis advised unofficially
that the survey shows part of the area to be owned by Mason Hall and part to be a leftover
piece of private property not included in the subsequent subdivision.

As to the request that the City require Mason Hall to block access from the public rights-of-
way to its property or, alternatively, that the City block access itself, the City Attorney
believes the City has no authority to block right-of-way access, unless required to protect the
public from an unsafe condition. At the present time, there is no unsafe condition to be
addressed. :

Other 1 . Electrical Permi
Mr. O’Neil’s letter suggests that recent electrical work has been done at Mason Hall without permits.
According to Arthur Dahlberg, Director, Code Enforcement, staff believes all recent work at the
building was performed pursuant to a proper permit. An electrical permit (ELE#99-00542) was
issued on March 11, to replace electrical conductors to the building. A final inspection has been

“scheduled for the week of April 12. As for the complaint of the generator location and neighbors
not being notified of intended construction work, the building code does not regulate the placement
of generators on private property, nor does it require a permit holder to notify neighbors of its intent
to perform work, except in limited situations such as demolitions or where access to the neighboring
property is necessary to perform the intended work.

If you have any questions, please give me a call at 838-4666.
Attachment: 1. Map of Mason Hall

cc: The Honorable Members of City Council
Vola Lawson, City Manager
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MEMORANDUM

DATE: OCTOBER 6, 1999

TO: MAYOR KERRY J. DONLEY
COUNCILMAN WILLIAM C. CLEVELAND
COUNCIL MEMBER LONNIE C. RICH
COUNCILMAN DAVID G. SPECK
COUNCIL MEMBER LOIS L. WALKER

K

THROUGH: ROSE WILLIAMS BOYD, DIRECTOR, CITIZEN ASSISTANCE

FROM:  SHELDON LYNN, DIRECTOR M LﬂWVL‘

PLANNING AND ZONING

SUBJECT: MASON HALL UPDATE
(Req. No. 99-103DRCSW)

This is in response to your request for staff comment on the letter you received from Michael O'Neil
and Barbara Clark concerning the new cement walkway installed by Mason Hall and the fact that
they have not repaired the hole in their fence at the end of Bernard Street. An item-by-item response
follows.

We have investigated the facts regarding a newly constructed walkway behind the Mason Hall
apartment complex. Planning staff inspected the site on September 30 and found an area of mud
behind the building covered with one foot square cement pavers. The total area invoived is
approximately ten feet in length by two feet in width. The newly laid cement pavers make it easier
for tenants of the apartment building to walk through the gate in the fence to the public right of way
at Bernard Street. There is no zoning rule or City Code regulation which prohibits the laying of
cement pavers in such a fashion, but the vacation approval includes the condition that the area behind
the building be planted with grass and landscaped. That requirement will not be enforceable until
the vacation process is completed.

With regard to the repair of the fence and the removal of the gate, the requirement to undertake this

work was imposed by City Council on September 18 (VAC #99-00022) as a condition to its
approval of a proposed vacation of right of way in front of the building,.

/2



Council’s approval of the vacation application is the first step in the vacation procedure. Several
additional steps must also occur to make the vacation effective. A committee of viewers has been
selected which will establish a price for the vacated land area. After that, assuming the applicant
chooses to go forward, a vacation ordinance must be adopted by Council. The condition regarding
repairing the rear fence does not become effective until the vacation of the property is finalized. The
ordinance adopting the vacation can specify the time frame in which the applicant must comply with
all conditions of the vacation approval, and staff will include a deadline in the proposed ordinance.
Until that time is specified and the ordinance adoption completed, there is no requirement that Mason
Hall repair the rear fence. : :

If you have any questions, please give me a call at 838-4666

cc: The Honorable Members of City Council
Vola Lawson, City Manager
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ORDINANCE NO. 4092

"AN ORDINANCE to vacate the public street right-of-way between
Slaters Lane and West Abingdon Drive, in the City of
Alexandria, Virginia.

WHEREAS, Columbia Realty Venture ("Applicant") wishes to
vacate the public street right-of-way between Slaters Lane and
West Abingdon Drive, in the City of Alexandria, Virginia; and

WHEREAS, the right-of-way to be vacated by this ordinance
is shown on the plat, prepared by Christopher Consultants, Ltd.,
and dated July 29, 1999 (“Plat") (attached hereto}; and

WHEREAS, the vacation of this right-of-way has been

approved by the Planning Commission of the City of Alexandria at
one of its regular meetings; and

WHEREAS, the procedures required by law, including the
publication of notice in a newspaper of general circulation in
the City of Alexandria, have been followed in conjunction with
this vacation; and

WHEREAS, viewers duly appointed by the Council of the
City of Alexandria have made their report in conjunction with
this vacation; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 15.2-2008 of the Code of Virginia
(1950), as amended, the Council of the City of Alexandria is
authorized to require, as a condition of this vacation, that the
portion of the public right-of-way being vacated be purchased by
the Applicant at its fair market value, as determined by the
city's real estate assessor; and

WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Alexandria has
determined not to require the payment by Applicant of the fair
market value of the area being vacated, in light of Applicant's
acceptance of and agreement to comply with the conditions set
forth below; and

WHEREAS, in consideration of the report of the viewers,
of other evidence relative thereto and of the agreement of
Applicant to comply with the conditions set forth below, the
Council of the City of Alexandria has concluded that the right-
of-way is no longer needed for public use and that it is in the
public interest that it be vacated; therefore,

THE CITY COUNCIL OF ALEXANDRIA HEREBY ORDAINS:
Section 1. That the public street right-of-way, as shown
on the Plat and described below, be, and the same hereby is,
vacated:

Beginning at a point in the southerly right-of-way
. line of Slaters Lane, said point also being the most

/¥



westerly corner of the land of W.& 0.D. Railroad
right-of-way; thence, with the northeasterly line of
W.& 0.D. Railroad, S 43°4'14" E, a distance of
313.11 feet to a point in the westerly right-of-way
line of West Abingdon Drive; thence, with the
westerly right-of-way line of West Abingdon Drive,
S 05°36'55" W, a distance of 57.84 feet to a point
in the easterly line of the land of Columbia Realty
Venture, L.P.; thence, with the northeasterly line
of Columbia Realty Venture, L.P., the following
three (3) courses:

(1) with a curve to the left having a central
angle of 48°51'45", a radius of 25.00 feet,
an arc distance of 21.32 feet and a chord
length of 20.68 feet which bears N -
18°48'38" W to a point of tangency;

{2) N 43°14'14" W, a distance of 347.14 feet to
a point of curvature;

{(3) with a curve to the left having a central
angle of 52°17'04", a radius of 25.00 feet,
an arc distance of 22.81 feet and a chord
length of 22.03 feet which bears N
69°22'33" W to a point in the southerly
right-of-way line of Slaters Lane;
thence, with the southerly right-of-way
line of Slaters Lane, N 84°291Q7" E, a
distance of 56.52 feet to the point of
beginning, containing 12,007 square feet or
0.2757 acre, more or lessa.

Section 2. That this vacation be, and hereby is, subject
to the conditions set forth below:

(a) Applicant shall, within 60 days of the enactment of
this ordinance and at its own expense, (i) remove
the paved area previously used for parking that is
behind the western side of the building it owns at
1420 West Abingdon Drive, and restore the area with
grass and landscaping, to the satisfaction of the
director of planning and zoning; (ii) remove the
cement pavers that are behind the western side of
the building at 1420 West Abingdon Drive, and
restore the area with grass and landscaping, to the
satisfaction of the director of planning and
zoning; and (iii) replace the gate in the fence on
the western edge of the property at 1420 West
Abingdon Drive with fencing, to the satisfaction of
the director of planning and zoning;

&)



(b) Applicant shall reserve easements within the area
to be vacated for all public utilities, to the
satisfaction of the director of transportation &
environmental services;

(c) Applicant shall dedicate an emergency vehicle
easement over the area to be vacated, to the
satisfaction of the fire marshal; and

(d) Applicant shall consolidate the area to be vacated
into the adjacent property at 1420 West Abingdon
Drive, and provide the zoning administrator with a

plat of consolidation prior to recordation of this
ordinance.

Section 3. That the city manager be, and hereby is,
authorized to do on behalf of the City of Alexandria all things
necessary or desirable to carry into effect this vacation,
including the execution of documents.

Section 4. That the city clerk be, and hereby is,
authorized to attest the execution by the city manager of all
documents necessary or desirable to carry into effect this
vacation, and to affix thereon the official seal of the City of
Alexandria, Virginia. :

Section 5. That this ordinance shall be deemed to be
enacted on the date of its final passage, but shall not be
effective until the conditions set forth in section 2 have been
satigfied, and thereafter a copy of this ordinance has been
certified by the city clerk and recorded among the city land
records as deeds are recorded. Recordation of the certified
ordinance shall be indexed in both the name of the CITY OF
ALEXANDRIA and the name of COLUMBIA REALTY VENTURE,

KERRY J. DONLEY
Mayor

Attachment: Vacation Plat, dated July 29, 1999

Final Passage: November 13, 1999
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Introduction and first reading; 4/10/01
Public hearing: 4/21/01
Second reading and enactment: 4/21/01

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED ORDINANCE

Title

AN ORDINANCE to amend and reordain Ordinance No. 4092, adopted November 13, 1999,
which ordinance vacated the public street right-of-way between Slaters Lane and West
Abingdon Drive, in the City of Alexandria, Virginia, and to require and authorize certain
structures and site improvements including the uses thereof and landscaping on the vacated
area and the adjacent Mason Hall Apartment property in connection with the said vacation.

Summary

The proposed ordinance amends Ordinance No. 4092, to vacate the public street right-of-
way that is located between Slaters Lane and West Abingdon Drive, in the City of
Alexandria, and approve a site plan for certain accessory structures and accessory site
improvements including the uses thereof, and landscaping, on the vacated area and adjacent
Mason Hall Apartment property in connection with the said vacation.

Sponsor |

Office of the City Manager

Office of the City Attorney

Department of Planning and Zoning

Department of Transportation and Environmental Services

Staff

Eileen Fogarty, Director of Planning and Zoning

Barbara Ross, Deputy Director of Planning and Zoning

Rich Baier, Director of Transportation and Environmental Services
Ignacio B. Pessoa, City Attorney

Authority
§§ 2.03(a), 9.33, Alexandria City Charter

Estimated Costs of Implementation

None



Attachments in Addition to Proposed Ordinance and its Attachments (if any)

None
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ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE to amend and reordain Ordinance No. 4092, adopted November 13, 1999,
which ordinance vacated the public street right-of-way between Slaters Lane and West
Abingdon Drive, in the City of Alexandria, Virginia, and to require and authorize certain
structures and site improvements including the uses thereof and landscaping on the vacated
area and the adjacent Mason Hall Apartment property in connection with the said vacation.

WHEREAS, by Ordinance No. 4092, adopted November 13, 1999, City Council
approved the application of Columbia Realty Venture LLC, successor in interest to Columbia
Realty Venture L.P. by change in entity type ("Applicant"), the owner of the Mason Hall
Apartment property located at 1420 West Abingdon Drive, Alexandria, Virginia, (the
“Property”), to vacate the public street right-of-way between Slaters Lane and West Abingdon
Drive, in the City of Alexandria, Virginia, subject to certain conditions, to which the Applicant
objected; and

WHEREAS, the night-of-way so vacated by Ordinance No. 4092 (“Vacated Area”) is
shown on the preliminary site plan, prepared by Christopher Consultants, Ltd., and dated April 6
2001 (“Site Plan™) (attached hereto); and

»

WHEREAS, the Applicant appealed the imposition of the conditions imposed by
Ordinance No. 4092 to the Circuit Court of the City of Alexandria in Chancery No. 99-1517
(“Suit”), and the City and the Applicant wish to settle the Suit by amending Ordinance No. 4092
to provide for (1) the Applicant’s performance of the obligations set forth in Section 4 below to
construct and install certain structures and site improvements including the uses thereof and
landscaping of the Property and the Vacated Area as set forth on the Site Plan; (2) the City’s
approval in Section 2 below of the vacation, and (3) the City’s approval in Section 3 below of
the Site Plan showing the structures and site improvements including the uses thereof and
landscaping of the Property and the Vacated Area to be constructed or installed; and

WHEREAS, in consideration of the findings heretofore made upon the adoption of
Ordinance No. 4092, the report of the viewers Paul C. Smedberg, Kellie Meehan and Katrine
Fitzgerald, who have been, and again by this ordinance are, appointed by the Council of the City
of Alexandria, the considerations set forth above, and all other facts and circumstances of which
it may take notice as the legislative body of the City of Alexandria, the City Council of
Alexandria finds and determines that the adoption of this ordinance is in the public interest; now,
therefore,

THE CITY COUNCIL OF ALEXANDRIA HEREBY ORDAINS:

Section 1. That Ordinance No. 4092 be, and the same hereby is, amended and
reordained to provide as follows.



Section 2. That the public street right-of-way, as shown on the Site Plan as “Portion
of Existing Public Right-of-Way Hereby Vacated™ and described below, be, and the same hereby
18, vacated:

Beginning at a point in the southerly right-of-way line of Slaters Lane, said

point also being the most westerly corner of the land of W.& O.D. Railroad

right-of-way; thence, with the northeasterly line of W.& O.D. Railroad, S

43°4'14" E, a distance of 313.11 feet to a point in the westerly right-of-way

line of West Abingdon Drive; thence, with the westerly right-of-way line of

West Abingdon Drive, S 05°36'55" W, a distance of 57.84 feet to a point in

the easterly line of the land of Columbia Realty Venture, L.P.; thence, with

the northeasterly line of Columbia Realty Venture, L.P., the following three

(3) courses:

(1) with a curve to the left having a central angle of 48°51'45", a
radius of 25.00 feet, an arc distance of 21.32 feet and a chord
length of 20.68 feet which bears N 18°48'39" W to a point of
tangency,

(2) N 43°14'14" W, a distance of 347.14 feet to a point of
curvature;

3) with a curve to the left having a central angle of 52°17'04", a
radius of 25.00 feet, an arc distance of 22.81 feet and a chord
length of 22.03 feet which bears N 69°22'33" W to a point in
the southerly right-of-way line of Slaters Lane;
thence, with the southerly right-of-way line of Slaters Lane, N
84°29'07" E, a distance of 56.52 feet to the point of beginning,
containing 12,007 square feet or 0.2757 acre, more or less.

Section 3. That the Site Plan, including the design, construction and location of
existing parking facilities, existing open space and other existing accessory site improvements
and accessory structures, and of the new accessory structures, new accessory site improvements,
new amount of open space and new landscaping, shown on the Site Plan, be, and the same
hereby is, approved and declared to be legal and in conformity with the Zoning Ordinance and
the other applicable laws of the City of Alexandria as of the effective date of this ordinance as to
the design, construction and location of the accessory structures and accessory site -
improvements including the uses thereof, open space and landscaping, shown on the Site Plan.
The Applicant shall be, and hereby is, authorized to construct, install, maintain, repair or replace
the same. No provision of this section shall be deemed to alter or amend in any way the legality
(whether conforming, nonconforming, noncomplying or grandfathered, as the case may be) of
the existing use being made of the Property (before or after the improvements contemplated by
the Site Plan) or the existing status of the Property (before or after the the improvements
contemplated by the Site Plan), including the main building located thereon, on the effective date



of this ordinance, under the Zoning Ordinance, as to floor area ratio, height, amount of required
parking, amount of open space, dimensions of required yards and similar substantive
requirements of the Zoning Ordinance and other applicable laws of the City of Alexandria.

Section 4. That Applicant shall commence the construction and installation of the
structures and site improvements, including without limitation the removal, replacement and
installation of pavement, fences, gates, and landscaping, and relocation of dumpsters, as shown
on the Site Plan, all within 60 days from the adoption of this ordinance, and shall thereafter use
continuous due diligence efforts to complete the same, subject to reasonable delays for inclement
weather, for the proper planting season, or other matters beyond Applicant’s reasonable control.
Applicant shall not be obligated to (i) close the fence until substantially all of the new parking
spaces reflected in the Site Plan are constructed and available for use, and (ii) relocate the
dumpsters and plant the Leland Cypress trees until the east end of Bernard Street has been
improved in accordance with sound engineering practice reasonably designed to divert the flow
of storm water runoff from Bernard Street into the storm drains along Bernard Street (and not
into Applicant’s property). Such 60 day period shall be suspended during the pendency of any
appeal or challenge to the validity of this ordinance, or if the City does not approve the final site
plan and plat of dedication and consolidation, and all of Applicant’s obligations hereunder shall
be deemed null and void upon the final unappealable order of any court of competent jurisdiction
prohibiting the use of the Property as contemplated by the Site Plan,

Section 5. That all such new structures, new site improvements including the
uses thereof, and new landscaping, shall at all times after construction or installation be
maintained in compliance with all applicable ordinances of the City of Alexandria, by the
Applicant and the Applicant’s successors in interest.

Section 6. That the Director of Planning and Zoning, the Director of
Transportation and Environmental Services and the Chairman of the Planning Commission, be,
and hereby are, authorized to approve the final site plan, and a plat of dedication and
consolidation, in conformity with the attached Site Plan, and to do all things necessary or
desirable to carry into effect the approval of the Site Plan.

Section 7. That the City Manager be, and hereby is, authorized to do on behalf of
the City of Alexandria all things necessary or desirable to carry into effect this ordinance,
including the execution of documents, and the City Attorney be, and hereby is, authorized to
approve any such documents.

Section 8. That the City Clerk be, and hereby is, authorized to attest the
execution by the City Manager of all documents necessary or desirable to carry into effect this
ordinance, and to affix thereon the official seal of the City of Alexandria, Virginia.

Section 9. That the provisions of this ordinance shall not be deemed severable.



Section 10. That this ordinance shall be effective at the time and on the date of its
final passage; provided that no interest in the Vacated Area shall convey unless and until a
certified copy of this ordinance, and the Deed of Dedication and Consolidation, with Plat
annexed, shall have been recorded among the city land records as deeds are recorded.
Recordation of such instruments shall be the responsibility of the Applicant, including the
payment of all fees and costs. Such instruments shall be indexed in both the name of the CITY
OF ALEXANDRIA and the name of COLUMBIA REALTY VENTURE LLC (successor in
interest to Columbia Realty Venture L.P. by change in entity type).

KERRY J. DONLEY
Mayor

Attachments: Site Plan, dated April 6, 2001

Introduction: 4/10/01
First Reading: 4/10/01
Publication: L”mJO[
Public Hearing:  «{2/lo1
Second reading:  y{atlo |
Final Passage:

C:\My Download Files\Mason Hall Ordinance FINAL.wpd
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EXHIBIT NO.

b

1426 *%, Abdinudon Dr. Suite i L{ /(/ 4-21-Ol

Alevadria, va 21114

Sueise TR, iy o
B8 by meepad
Afevardria, YA 1314

Dhese Wigwvor Dol

Faar writiny to ask for vour vete of support on the uneowing proposal to add
A now spaces at Mocoe Hall Apartments, The shorvtore of parking spaces in the
Mlasen siesd woes Bas boen s negleeted Bsue for a consedevalide sre, Your
leadersian on s sne woul be greativ appreciated by the resulents of Mason Hall
and the adjacent commmnnicy,

Alter @ peview of the plan, 1 sec id as a reasonalde comprommise io address the
issae o Bl cuviang and improve the qaality ev it in the area o close proximity
to M raie i o she adjacond neighbortood, A dditonatly sieps wilt be takea to
PAppr e ©ovae G as spen o the George Washinoton Partinny Vhis proposal
Provices a beneld o all members of the commanity aivd L urge vou 1o support it
with & vevr ol % for 46 aow parking spaces af Mason Hall A paviments,

ko e Yo dime o reviono sy etrer, and ook faeward to your
decinbii co ped o, 206G
T BRI /6\118"9202};,3\
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1423 W, Abingdon D, Suite /f Z I g/
Alevandria, VA 23314

Suite 2306, City Hall
3 Miog Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

Dear Mayvor Doenley,

I am syritang; to ask for your vote of support on the upenming proposal to add
4 mew spaces at Mason Hall Apartments. The shortaze of parking spaces in the
Miasen Hail arves bax been a pegleeted issue Tor a considerable tire. Your
leadership on ihs isue would be greatiy appreciated by the resulents of Mason Hall
and fthe adjacent eammnnity.

After a veview ot the plan, I see il as a reasonablc compromise (o address the
issue of imited parking amld improve the quality silife in the arca in close proximity
to Whasen Haldl o dbe adjacent neighborhood, Additionally steps will be taken to
improve the view as seen form the George Washington Parkway . This proposal
provides a benelit (o all members of the community and [ urge you 1o support it
with a vote of WES for 40 new parking spaces af Mason Hall A pariments,

Fhank vow der yonr fine (o review my letter, sad Veok forward to your
devistui or Aprdd 28, 2061

' oy

Simeureiv. / )




1420 W, Abingdon Dr. Suite # Z 7A——
Alevandria, VA 22314

Suite 2300, City Hall
301 Kiag Steeed
Alexandria, VA 22314

Dear Viavor Donbey,

I am writing to ask for your vete of suppaort on the upeoming proposal to add

40 new spaces at Mason Hall Apartments, The shertaze of parking spaces in the

Masun Hail ares bas been a neglected issue for a cxnsiderable time. Your

feadership on ifs wssue would be greatiy appreciaied by the resulenis of Mason Hall

and the adjacent community.

After a veview of the plan, Isec it as a reasonabic compramise Lo address the

issue of limited pavlking and improve the quality o life in the area v close proximity

to Mason Ball and the adjacent neighbovhood, Asdditionally sleps will e taken to
improve toe view as seen form the George Washinoton Parlivay. This proposal
provides a benefit to alt members of the community and 1 urge you to suppert it
with a vote of WES for 40 sew parking spaces at Mason Hall Aparviments.
Fhapk viw for your fime fo review my tedver, and ool forward to your

decistng oa Apetl 28, 2068,

g P . P
yineerely. Qe 18200
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1426 W, Abingdon Dr. Suite {f t,//o
Alecandria, VA 22314

Suite 2300, City Hall
3 Kiag Street
Alecandria, VA 22314

Dear Maveor Donley,

I am writiny to ask for your vete of support on the upeoming proposal to add
40 pew spaces at Mason Hall Apartments. The shortaze of parking spaces in the
Mlasen Hail aven bas been s pegleeted issue for a eansiderable time, Your
leadershiip on {hivs sue would be greatiy appreciated by the resulents of Mason Hall
and the adjacent community.

After a review of the plan, | see i€ as a reasonabic compromise o address the
issue of mited parvking and improve the quality of life in the avea to close proximity
to Wlasen Hall and the adjacent neighborhood., Additionaily steps will e taken to
improve the Ve ws seen forne the George Washington Paykiway. ‘{his proposal
provides a benelit to all members of the community and L urge you {o support it
with a vote o YIs for 40 new parking spaces at Mason Hall A paroments.

Fhank vaw {or your flme 1o review my lelter, and Lok forwvard to your

degisian oo Aprid 21, 2001,

8192035
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1426 Y, Abingdun Dr. Suite i £7)
Adevainiria, WA 22014

Swite 2300, { iy Fald

30T i Siveo!
Alevainbris, VA P2 ATy

Dese Wisvor Dty

I am w it to ask tor vour vete of sepporis on the wpeaming proposal to add
M new spaecs at fason Hall Aparctments. Vhe shortare of pacling spaces in the

Mg €828 wioes b boen s neglected ysire for 2ocoavisderable Gme, Your

feaulers
and the adjucent ¢ raamuniny,

Aften o regices of e plan, € sec (0 as 8 reasonehie comprumin o address the
isstie ol Bendied daviam awnd imgrove the qoalify oF it thie avca or close proximity
to Mhrver Damilocd e adjacent newghborood, SobiiGenath vieys o H be taken to
imppreao g wme v weseen forea e Greorge Washiz oton Parbisny 4his proposal
provides a benelit io all members of the communtty and Lurge you 4o support it
with g vote ol V0 Sor 40 pew packing spaces at My son Bal 4 pueiments,

ik Ve paee me taovesbe any detied, sad foed Baevurd to your

desishoe s sgaect o T
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1420 W, Abingdon Dr. Suite ## | A
Alevandria, VA 22314

Buite 2300, City Hall
301 Kiopg Street
Alexanidria, VA 22314

Dear davor Bordey

)
Y
AL

I am sritwng to ask for your vote of suppor! on the upeoming proposal to add
40 new spaces at Mason Hall Apartmenis. 'The shortase of parking spaces in the
Mason Bail aren bax been o negleeted wswe lor a considerable time, Your
leadership on {lies Lisue would be greatsy appreciated by the resudents of Mason Hall
and fhe adjacent commmnnity.

After a review of the plan, I sec it as a reasonable compraomise (o address the
issue of imited parking and improve the quality ¢f lile in the area in close proximity
to WMasom Hall and ibe adjacent neighborhood. Additionally steps will be taken to
improve te vies ws seen for the George Washinuton Parkwuy. ‘This proposal
provides a beneflit to all members of the community and I urge you 10 support it
with a vote of WS for 40 new parking spaces at Mason Hall A pariments,

Phank vow dur your fine to review my feteer, aud eod Farward to your

decisiaas oa April 21, 461
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1424 %W, Abingdon Dr. Buidte ¥ /&/

Alevaisdeia, ¥V 22314

Suite ZUN, ity Hai
I Fiae Nreees
Alevmwtrin, YA 12504

Denr disvor Doorley

Fam wrinng (e ask for your vete of support en the upeosming proposal to add
4@ acw spaces at Mason Holl Apartments. The shaveaze of pavking spaces in the
Mlasan dniaces Bag boeen aonegleeted dssme (oe 2 coesderable time, Your
Jleadershin on hes sue wouk be greativ spprecinted by the vesidestds of Mason Hall
and the adj;aa;:r-.em BRI,

Adier s veyiew of e plan, §sec {0y a reasooabic compromise (o address the
isswe ol Braived aviding amd improve the guality o Life iin the aven e close proximity
to Whaser fiall 2 the adjacont neighboriood, SddCGonally ceps will be taken to
ipron s i ws seen forvs the George Washington Pavbivay This proposal
provides a benelit iv al members of the community and T urge yos 1o support it
with g veie o % fur 49 pew packingg spaces af Mason Hall 2 pacivients,

koo deryone tane o reviow my feier, sad Dosl fraard o your

decisingy oa April 28, M1
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1424 W, Abingdon Dr. Suite / / (/L/
Alevandria, VA 23314

Suite 2306, City Hall
381 King Street
Alexanctris, VA 22314

Dear Mavor Doaley,

I san writing to ask for your vete of support on the upcoming proposal to add
40 pew spaces at Mason Hall Apartments. The shertage of parking spaces in the
Masun Hadl ares bas been a neglectied issue for a considerable tiime, Your
leadership on {lus ssue wouid be greatiy appreciated by the resilents of Mason Hall
and the adjacent community,

After a review of the plan, { see it as a reasonable compromise (o address the
issue of Bmited paviing amd improve the quality of life in the area in close proximity
to vlion Hatl and the adjacent neighborhood, Adiditionally steps will be taken to
improve the view a3 seen form the George Washington Parkway. 'Fhis proposal
provides a bewelit to all members of the community and [ urge you 1o support it
with a vote of %S for 40 new pavking spaces at Mason Hall A paviments.

Fhank vow o yowr e to review my leicer, snd Voot forward to your

decisivie on Apesd 21, 20461,

Wi eiy.

‘ APR 2001 B
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1420 W, Abingdon Dr. Suite ? é‘%
Alevandria, VA 22314

Suwite 2360, City iall
301 King Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

Dear Mavor Dountey,

I am writing to ask for your vote of support on the upeoming proposal to add
41 new spaces at Mason Hall Apariments, The shortagze of parling spaces in the
Mason iail acer bas been & neglected issue for a considevable time., Your
leadership on hys ssae woukd be greatiy appreciaied by the resulents of Mason Hall
and the adjacent conmmunity.

After & review of the plan, I sec it as a reasonablic compromise o address the
issue of limited pavking and improve the quality oi life in tlie area w close proximity
to Wlason Hall and the adjacent neighbovhood, Sdditionadly sieps will be taken to
impreve the view ws seen formm the George Washington Parkinay, This proposal
provides a benefit to all members of the community and L wirge you (o suppeort it
with a voie ol YES for 40 new parking spaces ai Mason Haill Apariments,

Flank vow for youy fime to review my leeter, snd Uleok Farward to your

decisiun on Aprid 28, 201

Ty I
Ninga ot
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1420 W. Abingdon Pr. Suite ## ¢ X
Alevandria, VA 22314

Suite 2300, City Hall
301 Kiag Street
Alevandria, WA 22314

Dear Mavor Domley,

I am writing to ask for your vete of suppart on the upcoming proposal to add
40 new spaces at Mason Hall Apartments. The shertage of parking spaces in the
Mason Hail aves bax been a neglected issue for a considerable time, Your
leadlership on tl1vs tisne would be greatiy appreciated by the residents of Mason Hall
and the adjacssm oMMy,

After a review of the plan, | sec it as a reasenable compromise to address the
issue of mited sravlang and immprove the quality ¢f §ile in the srea in close proximity
to Mason Hall and the adjacent neighborhood. Sdditionally sweps will e taken to
improve the view as seen form the George Washineton Parlimay . This proposal
provides a benefit (o all members of the community and 1 wrge you (o support it
with a voie ol vibn for 40 sew parking spaces af Mason Hall Apariments,

Fhimbk v dor your time Lo review my letter, and 1 ook farsward to your

decinian on Aprid 24, 2061,

Siesrety. TP
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1420 W. Abingdon Dy, Suite ¢ A Y7/
Alevandria, VA 231314

Suite 2300, City Hall
3 Kiag Steeet
Alevandria, VA 1234

Dear Mavor Daonfey,

I am writing te ask for your vete of support on the upcoming proposal to add
# new spaces at Mason Hall Apartments. The shortaie of parking spaces in the
Mason #ail aien bas been a pegleceted issue for a considerahle time, Your
leadership on {hiss fssue woukd be greatiy appreciaicd by the resilents of Mason Hall
and the adjacent community.

After 2 review of the plan, I see it as a reasonabic eompromise to address the
issue of Bmited pavldng and improve the quality ¢i lile in the ayvea io close proximity
o Masen Hall and the adjacent neighborhood. Additionaily steps will e taken to
improve e vier ws seen form the George Washington Parkowav. This proposal
provides a benefit (o all members of the community and L urge you to support it
with a vole of Y ES for 40 new parcking spaces at Mason Hall A pariments.

Fhank vou for your time to review my leiter, and 1 ook forward to your

decisioie en Apeid £5, 2001
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1420 W Abingdon Dr, Sujte #

Aleranorvis, %A 223040

Suite 23040, City Hall
301 King Streat
Alevandria, VA 22314

Dear Mayor Doaley,

1 am writing fo ask Toy your vote of support on the upeoing proposal to add
40 mew spaces al Hason Hail Apaviment. The shorfage of parking spaces in the
Miasion Hall e has been a neglected issne for a considerablbe thne, Your
leadershin on (his issue would be greatly appreciated by the residents of Mason Hall
and i adjaoent cnninunity,

Afrer 2 roview of the plan, § see it as a reasonable cowpre mise 1o address the
issue oi lewited pockdng and inprove the goafity of lile in the avea m close proximity
o Wlasan Hal s che adjacent neighburhood. Aoddidionally sieps will e taken to
imrova: the view ws seen ferm the Georpe Washingion Parbway. 't 1is proposal
provides @ benefi s all members of the community and T arge vou (o sapport it

5 for 40 new parking spaces ai Mason Hall Apartments.

with a vnte ol WE
Thank vov ©0 your e to review my feteee and Fiook fareed to your

deeiginie e St 20, wlind

D7 i gt o
e THE 940 SIS

RECEIVED
CITY CLERK'S OFFICE
ALEXANDRIA,
VIRGINIA
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1420 W, Abingdon D, Suite 4 322
Alexandeig, VA 22384

Suite 2300, ity Mhai
300 King Strent
Alevandria, v A 22304

Dear Maver Donley,

| um wortoeg o ask for your vete of support on the upeoming proposal to add
4 mew spaces at Mason Hall Apartments, The shortage of parking spaces in the
Masen Hail ares has been a meglected issue for a considerable thine. Your
lendership on {his issae woulkd be greatiy appreciated by the residents of Mason Hall
and the adjocent conunidy.,

Adter u voview ol e pian, § see i as a veasona bl coinpromise to address the
isikee o Heried pavkeng cud bnprove the quality of i dn the avea in close proximity
to Mason Haii aud the adjzeend neighborbood. Additionally seeps will be taken to
improve the view zs seen form the George Washington Varkway. This proposal
provides u benelit io gl members of the commupnity awd I urge you to support it
with g vote of i for 48 aew parking spaces ot VMason Hall A partorents.

Whank v o Do your G (o review my tetrer, 3o ! ook forward to your

devision g Sors 21, 2,

Sicucerely,

Uhood fi

™ b
& APR 2001 ‘E?)
- RECEIVED o)
T, COAVCIERKSOFCE N
2 ALEXANDRIA, A/
NG VIRGINIA oy
RS o
Ly o
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1420 ~bingdon . Saite i Jp
Alexaideia, VA 1204

Suice 2300, Citv Hal
301 King Steeat
Alevandiria, WA 22314

Dear Miavor Prosiley,

fum wiitaes tooask for your vote of suppors o the upcoming proposal to add
40 nev spaces vf Masen Hall Apacimerits. The shortage of pariing spaces in the
Miasomn FHall area has been a neglected tssue for a censiderable fime. Your
leadership an this ‘ysue would be greatly apprecizded by the residenrts of Mason Hall
and the adjasar community,

Atier a vivicw of the plan, | see it as a reascaable comiprogise 10 address the
isvine ef bngied pavhing and improve the quality of lif in the area in close proximity
to Mason Hall and the adjacent neighborhood. Additionalty steps will be taken to
Brprave vie view :wosees form the George Washington Packway. '{his proposal
provides o benetif tos ali mesbers of the communiiy and | urge vou (o sapport it
with 2 vote ol Wi For 4 new parking spaces it Mason Hail S partw ents,

Pl yes fee yaur die o vevizw oy letti o, wad Lvol fsriiard o voor

decision va Apedl 21, 2001,

”
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1420 W, Abingdon Dr. Suite # [/
Alevandria, Va 22314

Suitce 2380, City Hall
301 Miag Street
Alexanddria, VA 22314

Dear Yayvoy Donley,

I am writing to ask for your vote of support on the npeoming proposal to add

40 new spaces at Mason Hall Apartments. The shortaze of parking spaces in the
Mlasen Hall arer bas been a neglected issue lor a considerable time, Your
leadership on ilivs tisae woukd be greatiy appreciated by the residents of Mason HaH
and the adjacent community,

After a raview of the plan,  see it as a reasonabile compromise (o address the
issue of imited pavking and inprove the goality of life in the wrea v close proximity
to Whwson Hall aed the adjacent neighbochood, Aodditivnally steps will e taken to
improve e v ws seen form the George Washinoton Parkway  This propesal
provides a benefit to all members of the community and Furge you {0 support it
with a vete ol YES for 40 new packing spaces at Mason Hal A pariments.

Fhank vou o your fime to review my letter, sad Lol forward (o your

Tl _

T

deciston o Ay

t

p

Sincrely .




1420 Shinadar e, Suite i 3 O 4
Alexandriag, W& FI31A

Seife 23045, City i 8
MY King Stred
Albevandria, v A 23514

Bear Rlavor ek,

i s ek tooask for vour vete of suppori on the upeonsing proposal to add
S e segess ar Mason Hall Apartimenti. The shoria ze of parkine spaces in the
Masen Hall arey honbeen s neglected issue for a considerabic thae, Your
tendershin on ifis ssue woule be greatly appreciated by the residents of Mason Hall
and tha sddfooen o apseaniiy,

APer o review of the pian, 1 see it as a reasonab-ie compromise to address the
issue ¥ faited packing and Eaprove the quality of it 'ﬁn tire arca io close proximity
to Wiasen Hall sva the adjacent neighborbood. Audditinonaliv steps will be taken to
improve te vicw cvseey form the George Washingtor Parkway 'This proposal
provides o beretit (o all members of the community and | wege vou (o sapport it
wiidt s coie ol Yoy Yer 46 gew pavkang spaces o Moo Dall apartinents.

FPhiamb voss Sy your the to review my lettar, and [lovok feward to your

dessisdoe o b J GG
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1424 W, Abingdon Dr. Suite # :’71.0 &s
Alevandria, Va 23314

Suite 23006, City iiall
30 Kiog Street
Alexanctriz, VA 22314

Deswr VMavor Denley,

I am wrifing to ask for your vote of support on the upeoming proposal to add
4 new spaces ai Mason Hall Apartmenis. The shertage of parking spaces in the
Miasen Hall aier has been a neglected issue lor a considerahle time, Your
leadership on {kiss ti5ae woulkd be greatiy appreciated by the restlents of Mason Hall
and the adjacoent community.

After a review of the plan, { sec il as a reasonabic compromise 1o address the
issue of tmited parking and improve the quality o life in the avea in close proximity
to Wason Hall aid the adjacent neighborhood. Additionally wieps will be taken to
improve the view as seen form the George Washington Parkway  This proposal
provides a benelit io all members of the community and | urge you 1o support it
with a voie ol YIS for 40 new packing spaces at Mason Hall A pavsments,

Fhank e fer youy sime to reviow my letter, snd 1liek fraard to your

decistun on Apea 21, HHGT

Simgereiv. y; o




1426 W, Abingdon Dr. Suite 1y
Alevandria, VA 22314

Suite 2300, City Hall
301 Kiag Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

Dear Mavor Doniey,

| am writing to ask for your vote of support on the upeoming proposal to add
40 new spaces at Mason Hall Apartments. 'The shoertage of parking spaces in the
Mason Hall aesr bas been a neglected issue for a eonsidevable time. Yaur
leadevrship on {hvs ssae would be gieatiy apprecinfed by the resulents of Mason Hall
and the adjacent commnnity.

After a review of the plan, [ sec i( as a reasonabile compromise io address the
issue of Bmited parvling and improve the goality of life i the area iv close proximity
to Mason Hall and the adjacent neighbovhood. Additionalky sieps will he taken to
improve the vievs as seen form the George Washingtor Parkway . This proposal
provides a benefit to all members of the community and Furge you to sapport it
with a vote ol YES for 40 new parking spaces a2t Mason Hall A paranents,

Fhank vou for your time to review my letter, snd ook forward (o your

decinian on Apri 21, 2003,

iy
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1420 W, Abingdon Dr. Suite ¥ \\)‘3)
Alexvandria, Va 22314

Suoite 2300, City i{all
341 Kiug Street
Alexandria, VA 12314

Dear iayor Dondey,

I am writing to ask for your vote of support on the upenming proposal to add

40 new spaces at Mason Hall Apartments. The shortaze of parking spaces in the
Miasan i4ail aves has been a negleeted issue for a considerable time, Your
leadership on {hirs tssne woukd be greativ appreciated by the resulents of Mason Hall
and the adjue:cnt COIMUBIEY.

After a review of the plan, I see i as a reasonabic compramise o address the
issue of hmited pavkang and bmprove the qoality of lite in the srea ip close proximity
to Wlasem Hall aid the adjacent neighbovhoad, Additionally steps will e taken to
improve the vieye ws seen form the George Washinoton Parkwavy Ihis proposal
provides a benefit o all members of the community and [ wrge yoa (o support it
withia vote of WIS for 40 new parking spaces ai Mason Hall A paranents,

Vhank yow for your fime to review my letter, and 1 ook forward to your

deciston o Apeit 28, 2061,

s | Y B 155
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MIME:doney kelly@ba To: Beverly | Jett@Alex
h.com cc:
Subject: 1 f Dock 6 i
04/20/01 11:28 AM ubject: in support of Docket Item 16 (April 21, 2001)

Ms. Jett,

| 'am writing to tell you that as a resident of 707 Devon Place in
Alexandria, | am in support of the proposed vacation ordinance,
scheduled for discussion as Docket Item 16 this Saturday. The Docket
Item reads as follows:

16. Public Hearing, Second Reading and Final Passage

of An Ordinance to amend and reordain Ordinance No.
4092, passed November 13, 1999, to revise the terms

of the vacation of the public street right-of-way

between Siaters Lane and West Abingdon Drive, adjacent

to the Mason Hall Apartments, and to approve and authorize
the construction of certain site improvements on the
apartment property in connection therewith. {#17 4/10/01)

VVVVYVVYVY

For the past two years, we have all had to deal with a terrible parking
situation in our neighborhood, due in no small part to the irritating
persistence of the residents of 731 Bernard Street. | am happy to see
that the city is taking steps to resolve the tssue, and hope that you
are able to approve the ordinance during Saturday's meeting.

Thank you,
Kelly Doney



/&

MIME:Peter. Eldridge@® To: Beverly | Jett@Alex 'L?L'QJ -0 |
ed.gov cc:

Subject: FW: M Hall Parki
04/20/01 01:05 PM ublec ason Hall Parking

would like to go on record in support of Mason Hall's efforts to gain and

improve parking surrounding our building > ----- Original Message-----

> From: Eldridge, Peter > Sent: Friday, April 20, 2001 9:20 AM

> To: 'mayoralx@aotl.com'; 'billclev@home.com’: 'delpepper@aol.com’;

> 'dspeck@aol.com’; ‘votedeberwein@aol.com’; 'council-woodson@home.com’

> Ce: 'dwayne@bernsteinmgmt.com'

> Subject: Mason Hall Parking

> > > I would like to ask you memebers of the Alexandria City Council to support
> the parking improvements proposed for Mason Hall Apartments. | have lived

> at Mason Hall since August 1984 during that time parking has been an

> ongeing concern of both the residents and our neighbors. Three times since
> 1984 Mason Hall has put forward plans to improve parking condition andf
> three times the city has rejected these proposals. On July 4, 1999 | met
> with a member of Parking Enforcement informally to discuss quick solutions
> to the problem. She suggested that we move the new parking sign and thus
> create about ten new spaces. The following Monday | filed said suggestion
> with the Parking Commision and after a review by the City was placed on
> the Commision's Docket for July 26, 1999. it was approved and we in the
> Northeast got some some relief. Now several members of the NECA are
> claiming they institiuted the change.

= > Mason Hall management has agreed with the NECA demands and now we must
> move forward to improve these parking situation despite the objections of
> a few NIMBYS who keep changing their demands repeatedly. We have already
> seen situations in this city where renters were pitted against home owners
> and | for one don't want a repeat of that situation in the Northeast,

> Again, as a 17 year resident | have been here longer than many others and

> have seen first hand the transformation in this community. | also want to

> be able to take part in civic activities and not be shut out over this

> issue.

> > In dealing with the NECA relations have besn anything but smooth. Mason
> Hall residents have been made to feel unwelcome and not part of the

> community. | have worked closely with Paul Hertell to try and over come

> this and distribute flyers and newsletters within the building to generate

> interest. There are t0o many other issues and concerns needing to be

> addressed that effect both Mason Hall residents and the surrounding

> community to become bogged down in the petty self interest of a few.

> Again, | ask for your support on this issue and that the Council remind

> the NCEA that Mason Hall is part of the community and that by improving

> the parking situation we benifit the community as a whole.

> > > Peter D, Eldridge

> 1420 West Abingdon Drive #408

> Alexandria, VA. 22314

> 703-683-0989

> > PDEldridge@webtv.net
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1420 W. Abinadon Dr. Suite # OB U-20- o

Alevandria, ¥ a4 22314

Suige 23000 4y Hiall
301 King Street
Alevandria, VA 22314

Dear Mavor Doaley,

I am wikiiag o ask for your votz of suppart en the npeoming proposal to add
4 new spaces ut Masen Halt Aparrments. (e shortage of parking spaces in the
Mason Hall ayem has been w neglecied issne for o vonsiderable tiine. Your
leadership on this issue would be greatly appreciated by the residents of Mason Hall
and the adjacent community.

After a review of the plan, 1 see if ns a reasenable cotupromise to address the
isswee of fntied varking ond snprose the guality of Bl in the arca o close proximity
to Wiason $1aki and the adjacent neighborbhood. Additicnaliy sieps will e taken to
improve the viev ss seen form the George Washington Parkway. This proposal
provides a benetit to all members of the community and 1 urge you to support it
with a veie of  YES for 46 new parking spaces sl Mason Fail A partments.

Fhak vou for your time o revicw my tedter, and § look forward to your

degision o Spedd 2§, 2004,

Simcereiy,

froi,
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MIME:DStovall@aether To: mayoralx@aol.com @ INTERNET, biliclev@home.com @ INTERNET
systems.com votedeberwsain@aol.com @ INTERNET, wmeduille@wdeuille.com @
INTERNET, delpepper@aol.com @ INTERNET, dspeck@aol.com @
04/20/01 10:18 AM INTERNET, council-woodson@home.com @ INTERNET, Beverly |
Jett@Alex
ce:
Subject: Special Public Hearing Meeting to accept comment on the vacation
of the pubiic street right-of-way between Slaters Lane and West
Abingdon Drive

’

< <masonhall.pdf > > Special Public Hearing Meeting to accept comment on the vacation of the
public street right-of-way between Slaters Lane and West Abingdon Drive,
adjacent to the Mason Hall Apartments and more. (see attachment) This is NOT
acceptable.
Thanks.
Doug Stovall
1106 Portner Road
Alexandria, VA 22314

703.299.6202 h
703.861.3241 m



s NorthEast Citizens’ Association

Poul Hertel, President
Mariella Posey, Vice President
Sylvia Sibrover, Treasurers
Barbara Clark, Secretary

Honorable Mayor and members of the City Council April 18, 2001
City Hall
City Of Alexandria

RE; Vacation Ordinance for Mason Hall

Dcar Mayor Donley and Members of the City Council;

The NortEast Citizens’ Association (NECA) cannot support the vacation
ordinance in the present form because Mason Hall has refused to meet any of our
concerns except for the gate issue. The NorthEast is willing to provide Mason Hall all the
parking they are requesting in recognition of the urbanization of the area. However the
neighborhood and the City have a responsibility to mitigate the impacts of these actions
because the area serves as gateway to both Alexandria and the neighborhood. NECA
adopted a resolution 'that describes our concerns and solutions to the problems (see page
2). While we are willing to negotiate on these requests, the wholesale refusal of
acquiescence to any of our concerns precludes our support.

Sincerely Yours;

Poul Hertel

Ce: Phil Sundertand, Ignacio Pessoa, Barbara Ross

' Adopted at the gencral meeting on February 21, 2001



NECA RESOLUTION adopted February 21, 2000

Vacation provides great value to Mason Hall
L. The vacation gives parking that is presently not available legally to Mason Hali.

2. Increases the size of the Mason Hall land creating greater redevelopment potential for
the property.

3. The parking will be exclusively allocated to Mason Hall, which it is not today.
Effects
1. The vacation increases the lot size considerably allowing much greater redevelopment

potential and density.

2, Elimination of open space to create parking.

NorthEast Citizens’ Association Position on Vacation Ordinance.

Vacation of the land in front of Mason Hall to create parking must be mitigated by:

1, Trees being placed (replaced) to cover the additional parking from view of the George
Washington Memorial Parkway.

2. The condition or proffer that the vacated area shall not be used to confer any additional
building rights either in conjunction with adjacent properties or as a separate log.

Mason Hall must mitigate the taking of open space to create additional parking along
Slaters Lane through:

1. The building of a 4-foot brick wall in front of area N (along Slaters Lane) to mitigate the
visual impact from the George Washington Memorial Parkway. Furthermore, this will
bring the location into conformity with changes being carried out at the Madison Homes.

2. Increasing the width of the sidewalk, which today is only 3 feet wide.

In the Area behind Mason Hall they must proffer the following.

1. Removing gate at Bernard Street and padlocking the gate at Devon using the latter for
fuel delivery only. Mason Hall will maintain the fence to BAR standard.

2. No further paving will take place South of presently paved area.
3 The disputed area will only be used for pedestrian and trolley traffic and they will restore

half the area to original condition, but in such fashion to accommodate pedestrian traffic.

2 NorthEast Citizens Association



“-2/-0/
MIME:jmichalik@albers To: Beverly | Jett@Alax

com.com cC:
04/20/01 12:16 PM Subject: vacation ordinance for Mason Hall

Mason Hall's refusal to acknowledge any of the NorthEast Alexandria VA Civig
Association’s concerns with this ordinance and previous concerns raised by
the Association regarding Mason Hall actions demands that i go on record in
requesting Mayor Donley and the City Council to not adopt this ordinance.

Jobn Michalik
802 Devon Place
Alexandria, VA 22314



¢-l-0/

MIME:sheryl okeefe@ To: Beverly | Jett@Alex

hotmail.com cc: tmw@his.com @ INTERNET, edokeefe@yahoo.com @ INTERNET
Subject: Fwd: M Hall Hell

04/20/01 01:30 PM uhieet: Fwd: Mason Hall He

Beverly, please see note below.

>From: edward o’keefe <edokeefe@yahoo.com >
>To: mayoralx@aocl.com, biillclev@home.com, votedeberwein@aol.com,
>wmeuille@wdeuille.com, delpepper@aol.com, dspeck@aol.com, >council-woodson@home.com
>CC: Sheryl Anne O'Keefe <sheryl_okeefe@hotmail.com >
> Subject: Mason Hall Hell

>Date: Fri, 20 Apr 2001 07:35:30 -0700 {PDT)

>

> Dear Alexandria City Council -

>

>How does a substandard apartment complex strike a deal
>with Alexandria’s City Counci! to exacerbate city and
>neighborhood issues?

>

> am a homeowner and resident of Alexandria living on
>Michigan Avenue. The quality of life in my
>neighborhood is what any young urban farmiiy could ask
>for except for one problem...Mason Hall Apartments.

>

>In the past Mason Hall’s problems have been solved at
>the expense and suffering of its neighbors - | arn one

>of them and | am fed up. Don’t let Mason Hall

> Apartments overrun our neighborhood because they can’t
>monitor who lives in their apartment complex!

>

>Cutting down trees for parking spaces will not solve
>anything. This vacation ordinance scheduled for
>SBaturday, April 21 is setting dangerous precedents.

>

>If poor city planning was made in the past we cannot
>atford to further the problems by making more poor
>decisions. What good is Alexandria City Code if it's
>not obeyed by our own City Council? Uphold due
>process.

>

>Last year my auto insurance company paid over four
>thousand dollars in auto body work. Three separate
>times on both sides of the street my Volvo was rammed
>by cars attempting to get through this choke hold

> street overrun by cars owned by people who don’'t even
>live in the neighborhood or the city.

>

> Sincerely,

>

>Edward & Sheryl O'Keefe

>1310 Michigan Avenue

> Alexandria, VA 22314

>703-683-3879
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MIME:michael.doney@ To: Beverly | Jett@Alex, mayoralx@aol.com @ INTERNET,
nvl.army.mil billclev@home.com @ INTERNET, votedeberwein@aol.com @
INTERNET, wmeuille@wdeville.com @ INTERNET,
04/20/01 03:14 PM delpepper@aol.com @ INTERNET, dspeck@aal.com @ INTERNET,
council-woodson@home.com @ INTERNET
cc: doney_kelly@bah.com @ INTERNET, tibruno@aol.com @ INTERNET
Subject: Proposed Ordinance

Ms. Jett, Members of City Councit: | would like to express my strong support for the proposed
Ordinance and

would like to request you adopt the ordinance on 21 April. | have excerpted

the Docket tem below: . > 18. Public Hearing, Second Reading and Final Passage > of An

Ordinance to amend and reordain Ordinance No. > 4092, passed Novernber 13,
1999, to revise the terms > of the vacation of the public street

right-of-way > between Slaters Lane and West Abingdon Drive, adjacent > to
the Mason Hall Apartments, and to approve and authorize > the construction
of certain site improvements on the apartment property in connection

therewith. (#17 4/10/01). | am not in agreement with my own Civic Association {NECA} on this
issue,

After 15 peaceful and problem free years on Devon Place | feel that the

Mason Hall situation has been precipitated and exacerbated by the actions of
only two individuals (Ms. Clark and Mr. O'Neil}) who live at 731 Bernard

Street, adjacent to the Mason Hall apartment property. By virtue of thair
unilateral actions against Mason Hall we {their neighbors) have a seriousiy
degraded quality of life due to parking (and other ) problems that were
nonexistent prior to their arrival in our neighborhood. | am also afraid that they have co-opted
support from NECA simply by

persistence and aggravation. There are a number of specific instances that

| won't detail here, but the pattern of behavior that | have observed

during the last few years leads me conclude that Clarke/Q'Neil are not

simply citizen-activists but have become citizen-nuisances, calling upon

city hall for everything from new "No Parking" signs in formerly open

parking areas, frequent enforcement of obscure parking regulations such as
parking in the direction of traffic on a short dead-end street (as Bernard

St) to recently mobilizing a city surveying crew to assess the storm runoff
conditions in the street area in from of theirs {and behind my) property

when there has never been any indication to me of a storm drainage problem.

| spoke with the surveying crew leader and he confirmed that there is no
problem, it was simply a wasteful abuse of city resources by the residents

of 731 Bernard. | feel that Clarke/Q'Neil have left the city, Mason Hall, and us residents
NO other alternative. Mason Hall can legally choose to do nothing, which is
an unacceptable alternative. I'd prefer closing the books on this one.

I'm sure the residents of 731 will find another fight they can devote their

endless energy to, |I'm tired of this one. One final word: | can't condone nor should you
accommeodate the behavior of

peopie who move next to airports and then complain about noise. That is how

| read this case. Pleasa adopt the proposed ordinance. Michael Doney

707 Devon Place



EXHIBIT NO. 3

|

NorthEast Citizens’ Association d-ai-of

Poul Hertel, President
Mariella Posey, Vice President
Sylvia Sibrover, Treasurers
Barbara Clark, Secrctary

Honorable Mayor and members of the City Council April 18, 2001
City Hall
City Of Alexandria

RE: Vacation Ordinance for Mason Hall

Dear Mayor Donley and Members of the City Council,

The NortEast Citizens’ Association (NECA) cannot support the vacation
ordinance in the present form because Mason Hall has refused to meet any of our
concerns except for the gate issue. The NorthEast is willing to provide Mason Hall all the
parking they are requesting in recognition of the urbanization of the area. However the
neighborhood and the City have a responsibility to mitigate the impacts of these actions
because the area serves as gateway to both Alexandria and the neighborhood. NECA
adopted a resolution 'that describes our concerns and solutions to the problems (see page
2). While we are willing to negotiate on these requests, the wholesale refusal of
acquiescence to any of our concerns precludes our support.

Sincerely Yours,

LS

Poul Hertel

Cc: Phil Sunderland, Ignacio Pessoa, Barbara Ross

RECEIVED
APR 18 2001

1 .
Adopted at the gencral mecting on February 21, 2001
CITY CLERX'S OFFICE
3),  ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA




NECA RESOLUTION adopted February 21, 2000

Vacation provides great value to Mason Hall

L The vacation gives parking that is presently not availablc legally to Mason Hall.

2. Increases the size of the Mason Hall land ercating greater redevelopment potential for
the property.

3. The parking will be exclusively allocated to Mason Hall, which it is not today.

Effects

1. The vacation increases the lot size considerably allowing much greater redevelopment

potential and density.

2. Elimination of opcn space to create parking.

NorthEast Citizens’ Association Position on Vacation Ordinance,

Vacation of the land in front of Mason Hall to create parking must be mitigated by:

L. Trees being placed (replaced) to cover the additional parking from view of thc George
Washington Memorial Parkway.

2. The condition or proffer that the vacated arca shall not be uscd to confer any additional
building rights cither in conjunction with adjacent properties or as a separatc log.

Mason Hall must mitigate the taking of open space to create additional parking along
Slaters Lane through:

1. The building of a 4-foot brick wall in front of area N (along Slaters Lanc) to mitigate the
visual impact from the George Washington Mecmorial Parkway. Furthermore, this will
bring the location into conformity with changes being carried out at the Madison Homes.

2. Increasing the width of the sidewalk, which today is only 3 feet wide.

In the Area behind Mason Hall they must proffer the following.

1. Removing gatc at Bemard Street and padlocking the gatc at Devon using the latter for
fuel delivery only. Mason Hall will maintain the fence to BAR standard.

2. No further paving will take place South of presently pavcd arca.
3 The disputed arca will only be used for pedestrian and trolley traffic and they will restore

half the area to original condition, but in such fashion to accommodate pedestrian traffic.

2 NorthEast Citizens Association



SPEAKER’S FORM

ELEASE COMPLETE THIS FORM AND GIVE IT TO THE CITY CLERK
BEFORE YOU SPEAK ON 4 DOCKET ITEM.

DOCKET ITEM NO. _IQ
PLEASE ANNOUNCE THE INFORMATION SPECIFIED BELOW PRIOR TO SPEAKING.

1 NAME:Q_M('JS l“‘L+L\W0L?
2. ADDRESS SISy Sobe 10,3 S 30| Wisconsia A’V(, Wel OC,

3. WHOM DO YOU REPRESENT, IF OTHER THAN YOURSELF? Mﬁiﬂ(_&ﬂ—L

4. WHAT IS YOUR POSITION ON THE ITEM?

FOR: __ V" AGAINST: OTHER:

5. NATURE OF YOUR INTEREST IN ITEM (PROPERTY OWNER, ATTORNEY,
LOBBYIST, CIVIC INTEREST, ETC.):

Ry .).p!f“g\? QN

6. ARE YOU RECEIVING COMPENSATION FOR THIS APPEARANCE BEFORE
COUNCIL? YES __ NO _;2

This form shall be kept as a part of the Permanent Record in those instances where financial interest
or compensation is indicated by the speaker.

A maximum of 5 minutes will be allowed for your presentation. If you have a prepared statement,

Additional time, not to exceed 15 minutes, may be obtained with the consent of the majority of the
Council present, provided that notice requesting additional time with reasons stated is filed with the
City Clerk in writing before 5:00 p.m. of the day preceding the meeting.

The public normally may speak on docket items only at Public Hearing Meetings, and not at Regular
Meetings. Public Hearing Meetings are usually held on the Saturday following the second Tuesday
in each month; Regular Meetings are regularly held on the Second and Fourth Tuesdays in each
month. The rule with respect to when a person may speak to a docket item can be waived by a
majority vote of Council members present, but such a waiver is not normal practice. When a speaker
is recognized, the rules of procedures for speakers at public hearing meetings shall apply.

In addition, the public may speak on matters which are not on the docket during the Public Discussion
Period at Public Hearing Meetings. The Mayor may grant permission to a person, who is unable to
participate in public discussion at a Public Hearing Meeting for medical, religious, family emergency
or other similarly substantial reasons, to speak at a regular meeting. When such permission is
granted, the rules of procedures for public discussion at public hearing meetings shall apply.

Guidelines for the Public Discussion Period

*  All speaker request forms for the public discussion period must be submitted by the time the
item is called by the City Clerk.

*  Nospeaker will be allowed more than 5 minutes, and that time may be reduced by the Mayor or
presiding member.

*  Ifmore than 6 speakers are signed up or if more speakers are signed up than would be allotted
for in 30 minutes, the Mayor will organize speaker requests by subject or position, and allocate
appropriate times, trying to ensure that speakers on unrelated subjects will also be allowed to
speak during the 30-minute public discussion period.

*  If speakers seeking to address Council on the same subject cannot agree on a particular order
or method that they would like the speakers to be called, the speakers shall be called in the

chronological order of their request forms’ submission.

*  Any speakers not called during the public discussion period will have the option to speak at the
conclusion of the meeting, after all docketed items have been heard.

h:/clerk/forms/speak.wpd/Res. No. 1944; 1/11/00



FORM TO BE COMPLETED BY
SPEAKERS BEFORE COUNCIL

(Required by Sec. 2-1-45 of the City Code (Ordinance No. 1981)
and Resolution Numbers 442 and 1348)

PLEASE COMPLETE THIS FORM AND GIVE IT TO THE CITY CLERK
BEFORE YOU SPEAK ON A DOCKET ITEM.

DOCKET ITEM NO. \ \0

PLEASE ANNOUNCE THE INFORMATION SPECIFIED BELOW PRIOR TO SPEAKING.

1. NAME: %me D, Q&O&\L
2. ADDRESS: ML QAN

3. WHOM DO YOU REPRESENT, IF OTHER THAN YOURSELF?

Ry G0 ™ oY

4. WHAT IS YOUR POSITION ON THE ITEM?

FOR: ‘ AGAINST:
OTHER: QQOQ W&W\ v Wy W
A ‘

5. NATURE OF YOUR INTEREST IN ITEM (PROPERTY OWNER, ATTORNEY,
LOBBYIST, CIVIC INTEREST, ETC.):

O&W\\%\

ARE YOU RECEIVING COMPENSATION FOR THIS APPEARANCE BEFORE
COUNCIL? YES NO

&

**********************************************************

This form shall be kept as a part of the Permanent Record in those instances where financial
interest or compensation is indicated by the speaker.

A maximum of 5 minutes will be allowed for your presentation. If you have a prepared
tatement. please leave a copy with the City Clerk.

Additional time, not to exceed 15 minutes, may be obtained with the consent of the majority
of the Council present; provided, notice requesting additional time with reasons stated is filed
with the City Clerk in writing before 5:00 p.m. of the day preceding the meeting.

The Public normally may speak before Council only at Public Hearing Meetings usually held
on the Saturday following the Second Tuesday in each month. Members of the public will
normally not be permitted to speak before Council at the Regular Meetings held on the Second
and Fourth Tuesdays in each month. The rule with respect to when a person may speak can
be waived by a majority vote of Council members present but such a waiver is not normal
practice.

Please refer to the attached Guidelines for the Public Discussion Period.

Thank you for your cooperation.

EE RE TION NQ. 1348 ON BACK

(OVER)



RESOLUTION NO. 1348

WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Alexandria wishes to ensure that proper order and decorum are
maintained at all City Council meetings, that Council public hearings are conducted efficiently and effectively, and that
persons who lack any genuine and material personal, organizational or civic interest in particular public hearing matters
are not permitted to detract or digress from the opportunity of persons who possess such an interest to address Council
and from the ability of Council to consider the comments and views of persons possessing such an interest; and

WHEREAS, section 2-1-50 of The Code of the City of Alexandria, Virginia, 1981, as amended, authorizes
the Mayor to enforce the rules of City Council and to preserve order and decorum at Council meetings; and

WHEREAS, City Council has enacted rules of procedure for Council meetings in Chapter 1 of Title 2 of The
Code of the City of Alexandria, Virginia, 1981, as amended, and Resolution No. 442, adopted on November 12, 1975,
but these rules of procedure contain no provisions for maintaining proper order, decorum and germaneness during
Council meetings; and

WHEREAS, The Constitution of the United States of America guarantees the right of citizens to freedom of
speech and guarantees the right to petition the government for redress of grievances; and

WHEREAS, City Council has determined that it is necessary and appropriate to promulgate a set of rules to
maintain proper order, decorum, and germaneness during meetings; therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA:
That Resolution No. 1339, adopted November 8, 1988, is hereby repealed.

That the following rules for maintaining proper order, decorum and germaneness at City Council meetings
be and the same hereby are adopted.

1. Preservation of Order and Decorum
The Mayor shall maintain order and preserve decorum at Council meetings.

2. Disruptive Behavior

or others attending the meetings, threatening such acts of physical violence and refusing to comply with a2 Council
request intended to bring order to the meeting.

(b) Warning. Any persons engaging in behavior prohibited by subsection (a) shall, upon being warned by the
Mayor that his or her behavior is prohibited and must be terminated, immediately cease the disruptive behavior,

(¢} Removal. If, after being warned by the Mayor, a person persists in disruptive behavior or at a later stage of
the meeting, engages again in such behavior, the Mayor may order the person to depart the meeting. If, upon such order,
the person does not immediately depart the meeting, the sergeant-at-arms, at the direction of the Mayor, shall remove
the person from, and ensure that the person does not return to, the meeting. The Chief of Police, his designee or such
other person as the Mayor may designate, shall be the sergeant-at-arms at Council meetings.

(d) Resisting removal. Any person who resists removal by the sergeant-at-arms may be charged with and
prosecuted for disorderly conduct under section 13-1-30 of The Code of the City of Alexandria, Virginia, 1981, as
amended.

3. Addressing Council at Public Hearings

(a) Registration form. Any person wishing to address City Council during a Council public hearing shall, as
required by section 2-1-45 of The Code of the City of Alexandria, Virginia, 1981, as amended, and Resolution No. 442,
submit to the Clerk of Council, prior to addressing Council, a signed registration form containing the information
required by section 2-1-45 and Resolution No. 442 for each docket item on which the person wishes to address Council.

(b) Germaneness of remarks. Remarks by persons addressing Council shall be germane and confined to the
specific question then pending before Council except during the open discussion period, where citizens are free to bring
any matter of concern to the attention of Council.,

(c) Remarks that are nongermane. If any person, in speaking or otherwise, transgresses the provisions of this
section, the Mayor shall, or any Member may, call the speaker to order; in which case the speaker shall immediately
refrain, unless permitted, on motion of another Member, to explain, and the Councii shall, if appealed to, decide on the
case without debate; if the decision is in favor of the speaker called to order, he or she shall be at liberty to proceed, but
not otherwise; and, if the case requires it, he or she shall be liable to the provisions of section 2.

4. Applicability of Rules

These rules shall apply to all regular meetings, special meetings and public hearing meetings of the City Council
whether held in council chambers in city hall, eisewhere in city hall or at any other location in the City of Alexandria.

5. Effective Date

This resolution shall become effective on December 14, 1988.
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. All speaker request forms for the public discussion period must be
submitted by the time the item is called by the City Clerk.

. No speaker will be allowed more than 5 minutes, and that time can be
reduced at the discretion of the Mayor.

. If more than 6 speakers are signed up or if more speakers are signed up
than would be allotted for in 30 minutes, the Mayor will organize speaker
requests by subject or position, and allocate appropriate times, trying to
ensure that speakers on unrelated subjects will also be allowed to speak
during the 30-minute public discussion period.

. If speakers seeking to address the Council on the same subject cannot

agree on a particular order or method that they would like the speakers to
be called on, the speakers will be called in the chronological order of their
request forms’ submission. Any speakers not called during the public
discussion period, will have the option to speak at the conclusion of the
Council meeting after all docketed items have been heard.

* %k ok k

Agreed to: February 25, 1997
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