Directly inside the Memorial

is a 1 7-foot bronze statue PES e s
of George Washington, Py T
sculpted by Bryant Baker i 5

and dedicated by President -
Harry S. Truman in 1950, "~ -
To either side are murals and
stained glass windows by
Allyn Cox depicring .
scenes from e emE, T
Washington’s life.

The monument’s seven upper levels feature
numerous rooms and displays. The Royal Arch
Room conrains an elaborate replica of the Atk of the
Covenant, as well as Egyptian and Hebraic art. The
Assembly Room presents twelve dioramas of events
in Washingron’s life. The Tall Cedars of Lebanan
Room features a model of the inside of King
Solomon’s Temple, and the Children’s Room shows
a miniature moving Shriner’s parade accompanied
by music.

Dedicated in 1999 to mark the 200th
anniversary of George Washington's death, a Masonic
emblem was built in front of the memotial. Designed
by Donald Robey, the 60-by-70-foot concrete sculp-
ture signifies to visitors and even plane passengers
leaving and approaching Reagan National Airport that
the building is a Masonic memorial. The massive “G”
stands for the Masons’ devotion ro God and also for
their interest in geometry. Depictions of two tools
used by early stenemasons, a square below the “G”
and a compass above, are also symbols. The square,
originally used to check two faces of rack for accurate
shape, symbolizes “squaring” a person’s behavior in the
presence of God and humanity, The compass symbol-
izes the restricting of desires within certain borders,
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