EXHIBIT NO. ___L_.. 2/

/0-19-02
Docket Ttem # 23
SPECIAL USE PERMIT #2002-0081

Planning Commission Meeting
October 1, 2002

ISSUE: Consideration of a request for a special use permit to operate a private club,
known as Stepping Stones.

APPLICANT: Stepping Stones, Inc.

by Harry P. Harl, allorney
LOCATION: 3400 Commonwealth Avenue
ZONE: CSIL/Commercial Service Low

PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION, OCTOBER 1, 2002: On a motion by Mr. Leibach,
seconded by Mr, Komoroske, the Planning Commission voted to recommend approval of the
request, subject to compliance with all applicable codes, ordinances and staff rccommendations and
to amend Condition #2, #5, #10, #12, and #14, and add Conditions #20 through #23. Thc motion
carried on a vote of 6 to 0. Mr. Dunn was absent.

Reason: The Planning Commission supported the application, citing the fact that Stepping Stones
has operated without complaint for nine years at its previous facility, and the willingness of the
applicant to make site improvements, and to take steps to be good neighbors to adjacent residents.
Additionally, the Planning Commission believed that any neisc, traffic and parking impacts would
not be significant, and could be reduced by the earlier closing hours for the week and weekend
required by changes to Condition #2. Staft can support the Planning Commission’s position.

Speakers:
Harry Hart, applicant’s attorney, spoke in support of the application.
Michael Hart, 43 Herbert Street, supported the application.

Brent Davis, 3301-A Commonwealth Avenue, representing the Auburn Village Condominium _
Board, opposed the application.

Kelly Cox, 204 Gentry Avenue, supported the application.

Debbie Hodnett, of 2 W. Glebe Road, representing the Commonwealth Crossing Homeowners
Association, opposed the application.




Craig Schiele, | Herbert Street, representing the Herbert Street Station Homcowners A35001at10n,
opposed the application.

Barbara Bayheim, 8 W. Glebe Road, opposed the application.

Thomas Shimkin, 2205 Ivor Lanc, supported the application.

David Fromm, Del Ray Citizens Association, supported the application with additional conditions.
Berthemia Logan-Momodu, Freedom Way Missionary Baptist Church located at 1 W. Glebe Road,
opposed the application due to a concern that people attending Stepping Stones will park in the
church parking lot.

Perncll Walker, of 910 Manor Road, supported the application.

Margaret Cooper, member, Stepping Stones Board of Directors, supported the application. -

Amy Slack, Del Ray Citizens Association, supported the application with additional conditions,

James Sample, Del Ray Citizens Association’s Executive Board, supported the application with
additional conditions.

Allen Johnson, Presiden, Stepping Stones, supported the application.

Bill North-Rudin, member, Stepping Stones Board of Directors, supported the application.
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

Staffrecommends denial of the request. If City Council approves the request, staff recommends that
the approval be subject to compliance with all applicable codes and ordinances and the following

conditions:

I

The special use permit shall be granted to the applicant only or to any corporation in
which the applicant has a controlling interest. (P&Z)

CONDITION AMENDED BY PLANNING COMMISSION: The howrs of
operation {or meetings shall be limited 10 7:00 AM. to 16:00-PE §:00 PM.
Monday through Friday, 8:15 A.M. to 16:86-% 8:00 P.M. Saturday, 10:15 A M.
to H0-60-PvE 5:30 PM. Sunday. (P&Z) (PC) .

The applicant shall post the hours of operation at the front entrance of the
organization. (P&Z)

Social functions, including dances, shali be allowed twice a month and shall end no
later than 10:00 p.m. on the day the [unction is held. (P&Z)

CONDITION AMENDED BY PLANNING COMMISSION: A manager shall
be present on-site at all times during approved hours of operation and the manager
or liaison shall be responsible to the neighborhood for inquiries, comments and
complaints. The phonc number and address of the club manager or director liaison
will be made available to the adjoining neighborhood associationg and the adjoining
neighbors. (P&Z) (PC) (Del Ray Citizens Association)

Twelve designated parking spaces will be provided on-site and will be clearly marked
for the exclusive usc of the Stepping Stones Club, Inc., with appropriate enforcement

- language with respect to towing and citing of vehicles for unlawful use. (P&Z)

Prior to the applicant opening the club, the applicant is to contact the Crime
Prevention Unit of the Alexandria Police Department regarding a security survey for
the building. (Police)

Trash and garbage shall be placed in scaled containers which do not allow odors to
escape and shall be stored inside or in a closed container which does not allow
invasion by animals. No trash or debris shall be allowed to accumulate on-site
outside of those containers. (P&Z)
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Litter on the site and on public rights-of-way and spaces adjacent to or within 75 feet
of the premises be picked up at least twice a day and at the close of husiness, and
more often if necessary, to prevent an unsightly and unsanitary accumulation, on each
day that the business is open to the public. (P&Z)

CONDITION AMENDED BY PLANNING COMMISSION: Theapplicant shall

develop a comprehensive site improvement plan presentamctimplementaptantotire
satisfactiorrofthe Directorof the Departmentof Pranning-arnd-Zoning that addresses
the following: (1) the removal of the chain link fence and barbed wire, (2) screening
and fencing, tfafence-isrequired-by-theapplicant-then-the-constructionof anew
boardomrbuard-wood{fenve;(3) planting of landscaping to screen the parking lot, (4)
installation. of strect trees, (5) parking restriptngottheparking ot and (6) P&Z
approvalon the design of any exterior alterations and any exterior Stepping Stones
sign, (7) trash collection, (8) ash receptacles. and (9)liohting. The plan shall be
developed in consultation with representatives of the immediate neighbors and

associations and to the satisfaction of the Director of Planning and Zoning, and shall
be implemented within six months from approval of the special use permit. (P&Z)

{Del Ray Citizens Associationy(PC)

| Loudspeakers shall be prohibited from the exterior of the building, and no amplified

sounds shall be audible at the property line. (T&ES)

CONDITION AMENDED BY PLANNING COMMISSION: The applicant shall
repair portions of parking lot that have deteriorated, resurface and stripe the parking

lot, and designate those spaces allocated to Stepping Stones using the best means to
the satisfaction Director of T&ES. (Del Ray Citizens Association) (PC) (T&ES)

Provide site lighting on north and west side of the building to mect minimum city
standards. Lighting must be designed and installed to prevent glarc and excessive
spillover lighting onto adjacent residential properties. (T&ES)

CONDITION AMENDED BY PLANNING COMMISSION: As proposed onthe
applicant’s plan dated Seplember 10, 2002, the applicant shall remove the existing

notth driveway apron on Commonwealth Avenue and replace with city standard

curb/gutter and sidewalk. (Del Ray Citizens Association) (PC) (T&ES)

Clean up debris and weeds at west side (rear) of building. (T&ES)

The applicant shall requirc its employees who drive to work to use off-strect parking.

(P&Z)
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The applicant shall take whatever steps are required to prohibit atlendees from
congregating outside the building at any time. (P&7)

The maximum number of patrons permitted on-site at one time is 45. (P&Z)

The Dircctor of Planning and Zoning shall review the special use permit one year
after approval and shall docket the matter for consideration by the Planning
Commission and City Council if (a) there have been documented violations of the
pernut conditions, (b) the director has received a request from any person to docket
the permit for review as a result of a complaint that rises to the level of a violation,
or (c) the director has determined that there are problems with the operation of the
use and that new or revised conditions are needed. (P&Z)

CONDITION ADDED BY PLANNING COMMISSION: The applicant shall
provide a canopy, as proffered and in compliance with city regulations, to be used as

signage. {Del Ray Citizens Association) (PC)

CONDITION ADDED BY PLANNING COMMISSION: The applicant shall

provide indoor space for smoking. (Del Ray Citizens Association) (PC)

CONDITION ADDED BY PLANNING COMMISSION: The applicant shall

install sions reminding club members of the residential character of the adjacent
neighborhood and encouraging them to be respectful of neighbors. (Del Ray Citizens

Association) (PC) '

CONDITION ADDED BY PLANNING COMMISSION: The club is to
encourage the use of car pools and public transportation. (Del Ray Citizer_ls
Association) (PC)

Staff Note: In accordance with section 11-506(c) of the zoning ordinance, construction or operation
shall be commenced and diligently and substantially pursued within 18 months of the date of
granting of a special use permit by City Council or the special use permit shall become void.
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DISCUSSION:

L.

The applicant, Stepping Stones, Inc, represented by attorney Ilarry I1art, requests special use
permit approval for the operation of a private club located at 3400 Commonwealth Avenue.

The subject property is one ot of record with approximately 113 feetl of froniage on
Commonwealth Avenue, 101 feet of depth and a total lot area of 12,396 square [eet. The site
stands on the corner o[ Leadbeater Street and Commonwealth Avenue, and is developed with
a one story, masonry, 4,640 square foot commercial/industrial building and a parking lot.
Residcntial properties surround the use on four stdes. Institutional and commercial buildings
are located about 150 to 200 feet away at the corner of Commonwealth Avenue and Glebe
Road. The applicant proposes to provide off site parking at the Freedom Way Baptist
Church; the institutional use that stands at the northwest corner of Glebe Road and
Commonwealth Avenue. '

The subject building is vacant. The last tenant on record with City of Alexandria’s Business
Tax Branch is a retail rug sales business. The applicant will occupy the northern half of the
building as shown on the attached plan. The half of the building located behind the loading
doors can be Jeased to another commercial tenant.

The applicant requests approval to operate a private club called Stepping Stones, Inc. This
is a non-profit organization that serves and supports individuals in their recovery from the
disease of alcoholism and other substance abuse. Il serves people living in Alexandria and
surrounding communities. Stepping Stones began in 1993, 1t has operated continuously in
Alcxandria since that time. The organization is looking for a new site because it lost its lease
for its original and previous location, 2417 Mt. Vernon Avenue, when a new owner
purchased that building.

Stepping Stoncs operations primartily include the provision of meeting space for 12-Step
program meetings, for meetings of the management of the corporation, and for occasional
socials (e.g. pot-luck dinners and fund-raising events), and the dissemination of information
and knowledge about the disease of alcoholism and other substances.

The organization will operate seven days a week during the following hours:
Monday through I'riday  7:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.

Saturday 8:15 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.
Sunday 10:15 am. to 10:00 p.m.

5.1
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The applicant states that there will be one volunteer manager on duty during the hours that
Stepping Stones is open and estimates that 100 people will visit 3400 Commonwealth each
day. The applicant bases its meeting attendance information, as shown in the foltowing
breakdown, on over nine years’ ¢xpcricnce.

Mon.- Fri. 7:00am.to 8:00 am. 15 to 20 people
8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Closed or 10 to 15 people

12:00 p.m. to  1:30 p.m. 1510 30 people
1:30 pm. to  5:30 p.m. Closed or 10 to 15 people

5:30 pm. to 7:00 p.m. 25 to 45 people

7:00 pm. to 8§;00 p.m. 10 to 15 people

8:00 pm. to 9:45 p.m. 10 to 135 people

Saturday 8:30am.to 9:45 p.m. 35 to 40 people
9:45 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Closed or 10 to 15 people
12:30 pm. to  1:45 p.m. +/- 20 people
1:45 p.m.to 5:30 p.m. Closed or 10 to 15 people
530 pm. to 6:45 p.m. +/- 25 people
830 pm.to 9:45p.m 10 to 15 people

Sunday 10:15 am. to0 12:30 p.m. Closed or 10 to 15 people
12:30 p.m. to 1:45 p.m. +/- 20 people
1:45 pm.to 5:30 p.m. Closed or 10 to 15 people
5:30 p.m. to 6:45 p.m. +/- 25 people
8:30 pm.to 9:45 p.m 10 to 15 people

Section 8-200(A)(7) of the zoning ordinance requires one parking space for each 200 square
feet of floor area devoted to the private club. Stepping Stones intends to occupy 2,320 squate
feet of the subject building and is required to provide12 parking spaces. The applicant states
that it can provide twelve spaces on site.

The applicant proposes to restripe the parking lot and close a curb cut on Commonwealth
Avenue. The proposed restriping plan shows a total of 29 parking spaces and one loading
area for the building. Twenty five of these spaces are independently accessible and four are
stacked parking spaces. If Stepping Stoncs uses 12 spaces (9 compact and 3 standard), then
there may be insufficient parking remaining for future retail tenants of the second half of the
building, although there would be sufficient parking for an office use or storage use. An
office use, a permittcd use, and a storage use, a use permitted with a special usc permit,
would each require six independently accessible standard size parking spaces. The
applicant’s plan shows parking spaces in front of existing loading doors but the applicant has
stated that the landlord has agreed that the overhead doors will not be used.
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10.  The applicant also proposes to alter the facade with regard to the placement of the entrance
door. No elevations have been submitted. The applicant states that the proposcd change is
minor.

11.  According lo the applicant, there are possible noise impacts from patrons congregating in
front of the building to chat immediaiely belore and after scheduled meetings. The applicant
also added that the management monitors and conirols such congregations to minimize any
adverse impact on immediate surroundings. '

12.  Garbage will be minimal and collected once a week by a private contractor. Litter will be
monitored by the organization’s management and staff volunteer manager on duty,

13.  Security will be monitored by the organization’s management and staff volunteer manager
on duty.

14, Zoning: The subject property is located in the CSL. (Commercial Low Zone). Section 4-
303(K) of the zoning ordinance allows a fraternal or private club in the CSL zone only with
a special usc permit.

15, Master Plan: The subject property is governed in part by the Potomac West Small Area Plan
chapter of the Master Plan.

STAFT ANALYSIS:

Although staff strongly supports the applicant’s mission, it cannot recommend approval of its
proposal to relocate to 3400 Commonwealth Avenue. This small and nondescript site is located
within a residential area, with densely built residential uses on four sides, and the intensity of activity
associated with the proposed usc is simply too greal to be compatible with the surtounding homes.

The proposed site is part of what historically was a nonresidential corner, and the 1992 CSL zoning
rellects the then existing uses, including a church, prior gas station, and the retail/office and
reslaurant uses on the northeast corner of the intersection of Commonwealth Avenue and Fast Glebe
Road. The Small Area Plan envisioned this corner becoming a neighborhood serving cluster of
businesses. However, with the development of the Commonwealth Crossing development on Glebe
Road, the subject property became disconnected from its prior nonresidential neighbors and now
stands alone among several residential developments. As a consequence, the best non-residential
land use of the site is for a low intensity use, such as storage or office use.

The proposed use, however, will bring people to the site every day of the week, and up to 45 people
on weekday evenings and Saturday mornings. The largest meetings thus coincide with the times
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when residents arc home or arriving home from work, secking the quiet enjoyment of their homes.
The proposcd schedule includes meetings seven days a weck, beginning at 7:00 a.m. and continuing
until 9:45 p.m. The sheer number of people arriving on a continual basis will bring cars, noise and
activity to what otherwise is a very quiet neighborhood corner. Even with the best of intentions, the
site is so close to its neighbors and the hours involved so late that casual conversation by people
leaving the facility plus the opening and closing of car doors will create a disturbance for adjoining
homeowners. Furthermore, the people coming to the meetings have in the past and will continue
lo congregate outside the building both before and aller meetings, creating additional noise and
nuisance for neighbors.

In addition, although there are technically sufficient parking spaces lor the use under the zoning
ordinance, staff is concerned that there will be insufficient parking on site for the numbers of people
attending the meetings. In the worst case, if 45 people drive to a meeting, and there are only 12
patking spaces, then there will be 33 cars needing to park in the neighborhood. Although the
applicant cites the fact that its past attendees have in the past taken public transit, thc new site may
not be as transit friendly. In addition, even if only 75% of the attendees drive, an exceptionally high
modal split, there is still a need for 22 additional parking spaces, which will have to be found on the
strects in this already corgested neighborhood.

In weighing the strengths and weaknesses of this difficult case, staff considered several aspects of
the use and the site which weigh in its favor. First, the site is zoned for commercial use, and there
are other potentially disruptive uses that would not need a SUP that could be located here. On the
other hand, given the size of the building and its condition and location, the most likely use of the
site is for a small office or a storage building. Tn addition, the building is sct back from the street
and across the street from some of its residential neighbors. However, it is immediately adjacent to
the rear yards of other homes. Finally, Stepping Stones has operated without apparent incident at
its prior location on Mount Vernon Avenue. While there are some residences close to that location,
itis not surrounded by residential uses as the proposed site is. In the end, staff concluded that the
intensity of the proposed use at this site did not outweigh the benefits of the use and was not
supportable.

The Potomac West Small Area Plan directs the City to “preserve and strengthen the residential area
in Potomac West” and “revitalize and support neighborhood oriented, small scale retail and office
development”. The CSL zoning goes a step further to say that “Proximity to residences requires that
commercial operations be conducted at a scale and intensity commensurate with nearby residential
development, be developed so as to be in character with such development and be of such
characteristics and effect so as not to be detrimental or a nuisance to nearby residential propertics”.
Consistent with those planning objectives, staff recommends denial of the use.

Staff has met with the applicant in an effort to find a way to improve the condition of the site and
to limit the intensity of the use and its impacts. As to the site, the applicant agreed that it could
repave the lot, close a curb cut and plant landscaping to screen the parking area. Itis also agreeable
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to removing the chain link fencing and replacing it with something more atiractive. As to the
intensity of the use, stafl suggested that Stepping Stones limits its hours at this location from
8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. The applicant is unable to restrict itself to those
hours because many of its members work during the day and need to attend mectings in the evenings
and on weekends.

If City Council decides to approve the usc, staff has included a series ol conditions designed to limit
its intensity and impacts on the surrounding residential neighborhood and to improve the appearance
of the site. ' :

STAFEF: Eileen P. Fogaity, Director, Department of Planning and Zoning;
Barbara Ross, Deputy Director;
Mary Hashemi, Urban Planner.
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CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS

Legend:  C-coderequirement R -recommendation S -suggestion F - finding

Transportation & Environmental Services:

C-1

R-1

R-7

The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria’s Noise Control Code, Title
11, Chapter 5, which sets the maximum permissible noise level as measured at the -
property line.

The Department of T&ES is concerned that the proposed activities will have a
significant impact on available on-street parking in the residential neighborhood.

Loudspeakers shall be prohibited from the exterior of the building, and no amplified
sounds shall be audiblc at the property line.

Repair portions of patking lot that have deteriorated to the satisfaction Director of
T&ES.

Provide sile lighting on north and west side of the building to meet minimum city
standards. Lighting must be designed and installed to prcvent glare and excessive

spillover lighting onto adjacent residential properties.

As proposed, remove existing north driveway apron on Commonwealth A venue and
replace with city standard curb/gutter and sidewalk.

Remove barbed wire from fencing along Leadbeater Street.

Clean up debris and weeds at west side (rear) of building.

Code Enforcement;

C-1

C-2

C-3

Alterations to the existing structure must comply with the current edition of the
Uniform Statewide Building Code (USBC).

A lire prevention code permit is required for the proposed operation. An cgress plan
showing fixture location, aisles and exit doors shall be submitted for review with the

permit application.

The proposéd use is a change in use group ciassification; a new Certificate of
Occupancy is required (USBC 115.4),

10
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Health Department:

F-1 No comments.

Police Depattment;

R-1  The applicant is to contact the Crime Prevention Unit of the Alexandria Police
Dcepartment regarding a security survey for the building. This is to be completed
prior to the applicant opening the club.

11
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:’“ﬁ *  APPLICATION for SPECIAL USE PERMIT # 2002008 |

PROPERTY LOCATION: 3400 Commonwealth Avenue

TAX MAP REFERENCE: 015.04-03-11 ZONE: _CSL

APPLICANT Name:  Stepping Stones. Ing.

Address: P.O. Box 2379, Alexandria, VA 22301

PROPERTY OWNER Name: Ahmad Loghmanian and Hossein Garakyaraghi

Address: 903 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

PROPOSED USE: Use permit for a private club/fraternal organization (& 12 Step Program) and for
parking within 300 feet.

THE UNDERSIGNED hereby applies for a Special Use Permit in accordance with the provisions of Article XI, Section
11-500 of the 1992 Zoning Ordinance of the City of Alexandria, Virginia.

THE UNDERSIGNED, having obtaincd permission from the property owner, hereby granls permission to the City of
Alexandria to post placard notices on the property for which this appliculion is requested, pursuant to Article X1, Section 11-3¢1(B) of
the 1992 Zoning Ordinance of the City of Alexandria, Virginia.

THE UNDERSIGNED hereby attests that alt of the information herein provided and specifically including all surveys,
drawings, etc., required to be furnished by the applicant are true, correct and accurale 1o the best of their knowledge and belief. The
applicant is hereby notified that any writtcn materials, drawings or illustrations submitted in support of this application and any
specific oral representations made to the Planning Commission or City Council in the course of public hearings on this application
will be binding on the applicent unless those materials or representations are clearly stated to be non-binding or illustrative of general
plans and intentions, subject to substantial revision, pursuant to Article X1, Scction 11 -207(A)(10), of the 1992 Zoning Ordinance of
the City of Alexandria, Virginia.

Harry P. Hart %‘7 P
LI

BPrinlk Name of Applicant or Agent Signature

HART, CALLEY. GIBBS & KARP. P.C. (703) 836-5757  (703)548-5443
Mailing Address - Telephone # Faxil

307 N. Washington St., Alex. VA 22314 July 23, 2002

city and State 2ip Code Date

Application Received: Date & Fee Paid: $

ACTION - PLANNING COMMISSION:

ACTION - CITY COUNCIL:

i




Special Use Permit#
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All Applicants must complete this form. Supplemental forms are required for child care facilities,
restaurants, automobile oriented uses and freestanding signs requiring special use permit approval.

1. The Applicant is (check one) [ 1 the Owner [ 1 Contract Purchaser

[X] Lessee or [ ] Other: _ of the subject property.
State thc name, address and percent of ownership o[ any person or entity owning an interest in
the applicant, unless the entity is a corporation or partnership in which case identify each owner
of morc than ten percent. '

Applicant is a non-stock corporation erganized under the laws of the Commonwealth of

Virginia. Applicant is an organization exempt from federal income taxation under Secticn

501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Caode (EIN #54-167390).

If property owner or applicant is being represented by an authorized agent such as an altorney,
realtor, or other person for which there is some form of compensation, does this agent or the business
in which the agent is employed have a business license to operate in the City of Alexandria,
Virginia?

[X] Yes. Provide proof of current City business license.

[ § No. The agent shall obtain a business license prior to filing application,
if required by the City Code.

2. Submil a floor plan and a plot plan with parking layout of the proposed use. One copy of the plan is
required for plans that are 8 1/2" x 14" or smaller. Twenty-four plans are required for larger plans or
if the plans cannot be easily reproduced. The planning director may waive requirements [or plan
submission upon receipt of a written request which adequately justifies a waiver. This requirement
docs not apply if a Site Plan package is required.




Special Use Permit#
ooz %5

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

3. The applicant shall describe below the nature of the rcquest in detail so that the Planning
Commission and City Council can understand the nature of the operation and the use, including such
items as the nature of the activity, the number and type of patrons, the number of employees, the
hours, how parking is to be provided for employees and patrons, and whether the use will generate
any noise. (Attach additional sheets if necessary.)

Stepping Stones lost its lease with the landlord at its current location due to a change in
ownership of the building and is seeking to relocate its program to 3400 Commonwealth Avenue.
The premises will be used to provide (i} meeting space for 12-Step Program meetings, (ii)space
for. meetings of the management of the corporation, (jii} a site for occasional socials (pot-luck
dinners in conjunction with a meeting and dances) in support of 12-Step Program goals and fund-
raising therefor, (iv) periodic yard sales in support of fund-raising activities, and (v) a vehicle for
dissemination of information and knowledge about the disease of alcoholism and other
substances.

Stepping Stones Club was formed in 1993 to serve and support those individuals
residing in Alexandria and surrounding communities in their recovery from the disease of
alcoholism and other substance abuse, specifically by providing meeting space for those in
12-Step programs. From late 1993 to June 30, 2002, the Club operated successfully, without
formal complaint from the surrounding community, in commercial space rented at 2417 Mt.
Vernon Avenue in the City (herein, the “Former Location™).Because the proposed use of the
space that is the subject of this application is primarily to provide meeting space inside the
~ building for those in recovery, the impact upon the immediately surrounding area is expected
to be de minimis.

Based on experience to daie at the prior location, the Club expects the number of
persons visiting the premises to be approximately 100 people per day, such visitation being
spread out over a twelve-to-fifteen hour period. Hours of operation, subject to change, of
course to meet the needs of the recovery community, would continue to be as follows:

Mdnday - Friday 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:15:a.m. to 10:00 p.m.
Sunday 10:15 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.

Volunteer managers on site usually number one or two at any given time.

Parking is being provided as follows: eight (8) spaces exclusively assigned on site,
although a review of the site plan shows that more spaces could be made available on site in
the future. Ten (10) additional spaces are being arranged with the Freedom Way Baptist
Church at 1 W. Glebe Road. A copy of a letter agreement will be forwarded to the Department
of Planning & Zoning upon receipt.

Management anticipates that no noise will be generated in the operation of the Club,
except for possible congregating of patrons in front of building to chat immediately before and
after scheduled meetings. In the past, management has successfully monitored such
congregations to minimize any adverse impact on immediate surroundings.

£




USE CHARACTERISTICS

4.

Special Use Permit#
2oz -0081

The proposed special use permit request is for: (check one)

L]
[]
[]

[]
[X]

a new use requiring a special usc permit,

a deveiopﬁ‘lent special use permit,

an expansion or change to an existing use without a special use permit,
an expansion or change to an existing use with a special use permit,

othet. Please describe; Relocation of an Existing SUP. (8.U.P. # 2717 and 94-0331)
and for parking within 300 feet of a private clubfraternal organization.

Please describe the capacity of the proposed use:

A. How many patrons, clients, pupils and other such users do you expect? Specify time period (i.e.,
day, hour, or shift).

Based upon the activity at its former location, approximately 100 persons per day would visit

the premises. To the extent thers may be an increase. itis expscted to be marginal. Usage

concentrated at Mondays to Fridays, mid-day. 12:15 p.m. to 1:45 p.m. (approximately 15-25

persons) and in early evening, 5:15 p.m. to 6:45 p.m. (approximately 50-60 persons), and

Saturday mornings, 8:30 a.m. fo 9:45 a.m. (approximately 35-45 persons).

How many cmployces, staff and other personnel do you expect? Specify time period (i.¢.
day, hour, or shift).

One (1) volunteer manager during hours that the Club is apen,

Please describe the proposed howurs and days of operation of the proposed use:

Day: Hours:

Sunday 10:15 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.
Monday 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m,
Tuesday 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.
Wednesday ' 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.
Thursday 7:00 a.m. fo 10:00 p.m.
Friday 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:15 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.

ﬁfjf
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Please describe any potential noise emanating from the proposed use:
A. Describe the noise levels anticipated from all mechanical equipment and patrons.

None, except for possible congregating of patrons in front of building te chat immediately

before and aftér scheduled meetings.

B. How will noise from patrons be controlled?

Management manitors and controls such congregations ta minimize any adverse

impact on immediate surroundings.

Describe any potential odors emanating from the proposed use and plans to control them:

None.

Please provide information regarding trash and litter generated by the usc:

A. What type of trash and garbagc will be generated by the use?

Light. non-perishable trash, ie., paper/plastic cups and wrappers, tin cans, etc.

B. How much trash and garbage will be generated by the use.?

Normal amount associated with this use.

C. How oflen will trash he collected?

Once a week by a private contractor.

D. How will you prevent littering on the property, streets and nearby properties?

Monitoring by Club management and staff volunteer manager on duty.

A1




Special Use Permit#
| Zoo2 - o8 |
10. Will any hazardous matertals, as defined by the state or federal government, be handled, stored, or
generated on the property?

[]Yes. [X]No.

If yes, provide the name, monthly quantity, and specific disposal method below:

11, Will any organic compounds, for example, paint, ink, lacquer thinner, or cleaning or degreasing
solvent, be handled, stored, or generated on the property?

[ ]Yes. [X] No.

If yes, provide the name, monthly quantity, and specific disposal method below:

12. What methods are proposed to ensure the safcty of residents, employees and patrons?

Monitoring by Club management and staff volunteer manager on duty.

ALCOHOL SALES
13. Will the proposced use include the sale ol beer, wine, or mixed drinks?
[ 1Yes. [X]No.
1T yes, describe aleohol sales below, including if the ABC license wili include on-premises and/or

off-premises sales. Existing uses must describe their existing alcohol sales and/or service and
identify any proposed changes in that aspect of the operation.

£ 11




Special Usc Permit#
: 2p02 -8l
PARKING AND ACCESS REQUIREMENTS

14.  Please provide information regarding the availability of ofi-street parking:

A. How many parking spaccs arc required for the proposed use pursuant to section
8-200 (A) of the zoning ordinance?

12

B. How many parking spaces of each type are provided for the proposcd use:
18 Standard spaécs
Compact spaces
ITandicapped accessible spaces.
Other.
C. Where is required parking located? {X]onsite  [X] off-site (check one)
If the required parking will be located off-site, where will it be located?

& on site and 10 at Freedom Way Baptist Church at 1 W. Glebe, within 300 feet of the site.

Pursuant to section 8-200 (C) of the zoning ordinance, commercial and industrial uses may
provide off-site parking with 500 feet of the proposed use, provided that the off-site parking
is located on land zoned for commercial or industrial uses. All other uses must provide
parking on-site, except that off street parking may be provided within 300 feet of the use with
a special use permit.

D. If a reduction in the required parking is requested, pursuant to section 8-100{A)(4) or (5) of
the zoning ordinance, complete the PARKING REDUCTION SUPPLEMENTAL
APPLICATION.

15.  Please provide information regarding loading and unloading facilities for the use:
A, [How many loading spaces are required for the use, per section 8-200 () of the

zoning ordinance? N/A

B. Heow many loading spaccs arc available for the usc? _ N/A

C. Where are off-street loading facilities located? N/A

7/‘3




Special Use Permit#

007 -208 |
D. During what hours of the day do you expect loading/unloading operations to occur?
N/A
E. How [requently are loading/unloading operations expected to occur, per day or per week, as
appropriatc?
N/A

16.  Is strect access to the subject properly adequate or are any street improvements, such as a new

turning lane, necessary to minimize impacts on traflic low?

Street access is adequate.

SITE CHARACTERISTICS
17.  Will the proposed uses be located in an existing building? [X] Yes. [ 1No.

Do you propose to construct an addition to the building? [ ] Yes. [XjNo. .

How lafge will the additionbe? _______ __square feet.
18.  What will the total arca occupied by the proposed use be?

2,320 sq. ft. (existing) + sq. fl. (addition if any) = _2,320 sq. ft. (totai)

21, The proposéd use is located in (check ane):

[ ] a stand alone building [ ] a housc located in a residential zone X1 a warehouse

[ ] a shopping ccnter. Please provide name of the center:

[ ] an office building. Pleasc provide name of the building:

[ ] other, please describe:
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Ahmad Loghmanian
Hossein Garakyaraghi

903 King Street
Alexandria, Virginia 22314

July 10, 2002

Mr. Allen Johnson
President

Stepping Stones Club, 1nc.
P.O. Box 2379
Alexandria, VA 22301

Re:  Proposed Lease of 3400 Commonwealth Avenue,
Alexandria, Virginia 22305 (the “Property™)

Dear Mr. Johnson:

Pending execution of a defimitive lease agreement with Stepping Stones Club, Inc. (the
*Chib”} for the term lease of approximately 2,320 square feet at the referenced address, we, the
owners of the Property, understand that the Club wishes to submit an application for issuance of a
Special Use Permit by the Cily of Alexandria relative to the anticipate use of one half of the

Property. This letter constituics the owners’ authorization for the Club (o submit such application.

Very truly yours,

Ahmad Loghmanian

NS

Hossein Garakyaraghi

o Yo N

20




HARRY P HART

HART, CALLEY, G1BBS & KaARP, P.C.

ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELLORS AT LAY _ ey LRI)
v

307 NORTH WASHINGTON STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINLA 22314-2557

OF COUNSEL
MARY CATHERINE H. GIBBS TELEPHONE (703) 836-5757 CYRIL D. CALLEY
HERBERT L. KART FAX (703) 548-5443 ROBERT L. MURFHY

September 11, 2002

VIA FACSIMILE - 703-838-6393

Ms. Mary Hashemi

Planning and Zoning Department
City of Alexandria

City Hall, Room 2100
Alexandria VA 22314

Re:  Stepping Stones - Supplemental Report

Dear Ms. Hashemi:

To follow up on our telephone conversation and messages on Friday, here is a
supplemental report that can replace our interim report of September 9, 2002. The following is
what our client has informed us:

1. Will the remaining space be based (approximately /2-af the building behind the
overhead doors)? That is the owner’s expressed intention. There is as yet no
tenanli for that portion o[l the building.

2. Does Stepping Stones have the agreement from the church as to parking? They
do not. However, since % the building is what is available for other uscs, they are
arranging with the owner for the right to use 12 parking spaces on site. We
suggest a condition that requires 12 parking spaces on-site or proof that
arrangements for off-site spaces reaching that same number have been made
within the required distance.

3. What proportion of the people who come are from the local community?

According to a survey by a board member, approximatcly 80-85% are from nearby
Alexandria and Arlington.
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September 11, 2002

4. What proportion of the people who come drive vs. walk or take public
transportation? According to a survey by a board member, 24% walk or bicycle,
11% come by public transportation and 64% com by car as driver or passenger.

5. What are the attendance levels of meeting and who is there between meetings?
Monday - Friday - 7:00 - 8:00 am  15-20
12:00- 1:30 pm 15-30
5:30-7:00pm  25-45
7:00-8:00pm  10-15
8:30-945pm  10-15
Sat./Sun. - 7:00 - 8:00 am  No Meeting
1230 pm 20
530pm  £25
8:30 pm 10-15
Saturday - 8:30 - 9:45am  35-40
All other times: Club is either closed or there are meetings at which less than 10-15
people are present, and there are no meetings that start before 7:00 am nor after 8:30 pm.

6. Do we have a floor plan? Yes, the plot plan we thought we submitted with the
application includes a floor plan. It was drawn by Stepping Stoncs’ Architect,
Rick Claussen. Enclosed is an update of that plan.
7. What are the number of seats in the church? Stepping Slones does not know.
The answer 1s presently moot as Stepping Stones has not entered into an
agreement with the church.
Plcase show our application amended to reflect 25 - 45 in atlendance during the 5:30 to
7:00 pm meeting, along with the additional times that are sct out above. Please also show our
application amended to show the address as 3404-06 Commonwealth Avenuc,
Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call me.
Very truly yours,
f%’t‘“‘wy j;{’;j/ ”7\

Harry P. Huart

HPH/eah

WMy FilestCarvent (lents\SteppingStones-Hashemi 911 wpd 2 2
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September 16, 2002

Planning Commission

City of Alexandria

301King Street

Alexandria, VA,

Re: Stepping Stones, Inc. Special Use Permit # 2002-(181

Dear Planning Commission,

Concerned residents surrounding the 3400 Commonwealth Avenue property wish to
formally place on the record our objection to the proposed use of this location by
Stepping Stones, Inc. as outlined in their submitted Special Use Permit. We believe
the proposed usage will create an undue burden on the immcdiate surrounding
community and the residents that live in them. Our immediate concerns fall into 5 -
areas: Hours of operation{weekday/weekend), street parking issues, congregation
density, trash management, and unspecified improvements to the existing property.

Hours of Operation

The proposed hours of operation, as outlined in the application, go beyond what we

feel is reasonable for an area of Del Ray that is turning inte a quieter and more

residential community. We have concern with both the weekday and weekend

hours of operation.

Weekdav Hours:
Having the Stepping Stones facility, or any other occupant at this location,
operating until 10:00 p.m. on weekdays goes beyond what we feel is
reasonable. This is especially true now, given the movement of the area to a
more residential environment over the past several years.

We are extremely concerned about the loitering that might take place after the
meetings breaks up at 13:00 p.m. including, but not limited to the slamming of
car doors, the turning over of car engines, and Stepping Stone participants
engaging in loud post-meeting conversations in front of the facility.

The permit also indicates that the most heavily attended meetings are those
which take place weekdays between 5:15 p.m. and 10:00 p.m. With weekday
meetings beginning at 5:15 p.m., area residents will be competing with
Stepping Stone members for parking in front of their own homes.

The proposed 7 a.m. start time will draw additional traffic into the
neighborhoods as residents are preparing to leave in the morning. .

Weekend Hours:
Weekend hours present a similar set of issue as those outlined above for
surrounding communities, which currently enjoy a very quite community. The
former use of this location (warchouse storage for rugs) had minimal impact on
the neighboring communities. Hours of operation usually began late motning to
early afternoon.

The Stepping Stones proposed usage of the building, beginning at 8:15 am is

2%




much too carly for a low usage building nestled within a highly dense
residential population. This community has come to expect and require quiet
morning hours. The proposed early Saturday moming opening of Stepping
Stones, Inc. will be very disruptive to neighboring residents.

The additional proposed usage such as yard sales and proposed fundraising
activities (i.e. dances) we find objectionable as well.

Street Parking Issues
The parking permit outlines that Stepping Stones, Inc. would have access to
approximately 12 parking spaces. Since at times certain meetings will bave in
excess of 60 persons in attendance, we are concerned with the overflow of parking
required by the attendees of these meetings. We believe that the residents will be
negatively impacted during peak meeting times as they are in conflict with prime
leaving home (7-8:30am) times and arriving home (5-6:30pm) times of the
residents. Residents will be forced to compete for available off street parking.

Congregation Density
The residents are concerned with the pre and post meeting activities. The noise
that will be generated from conversation prior to, during breaks, and after meeting
will severely impact the residents immediately surrounding the location. Residents
will be forced to close windows and forgo usage of the yards in order to maintain
the quict atmosphere they have become accustom to expect in their homes.

Trash Management
There is concern with the trash gencrated from an additional 100 persons meeting,
smoking and congregating on the premise. The surrounding community already
has their hands full maintaining the cleanliness of the area now without the
additional foot and vehicular traffic drawn to the neighborhood.

Unspecified Improvements to the Property
The application does not outline any proposed improvements to the property. The
property has remained in its current state for a number of years and we would hope
that any organization that wished to move into the neighborhood would contribute
to and cnhance the surrounding community.

Given the above outlined concerns we again wish to reiterate our objection to the
proposed usage and ask that the Planning Commission deny this Special Use Permit.

Regards, :
Residents of Commonwealth Crossing HOA
Auburn Village HOA
Lynn Haven Association
Herbert Street Station HOA

Homeowners of Land Herbert
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Carol M. Ruckman
12 Leadbeater Street
Alexandria, VA 22305
(703) 519-5226

24 September 2002

Alexandria City Council & Planning Commission
301 King Street, Suite #2300
Alexandria VA 22314

RE: STEPPING STONES CLUB, Special Use Permit
3204-3206 Commonwealth Avenue

Gentlemen:

I fully support the Stepping Stones Club utilizing the property located at 3204-3206
Commonwealth Avenue, Alexandria, VA 22305. _

1 have lived in Del Ray for over 40 years and will be very glad to see that building being
used on a regular basis for such a worthwhile cause.

I live just a few houses away from this property. For ycars, it has been an auction house
for rugs and only used on an occasional basis. For this reason, prostitution and drug
activity are higher around this building because it has been “vacant” for so long.

I feel that it will add to our safety having a tenant who is visible during the day and
evening hours, especially one who is opposed to drug and alcohol abuse.

Also, it will be nice having a tenant who is willing to make cosmelic improvements to the
property. That building has been neglected for so long. A facelift will definitely make the
neighborhood look better,

This is a very diverse neighborhood. There are condominiums, apartinents, single-family
homes, churches as well as commercial spaces all within one block. Based on what T have
heard and know about the Stepping Stoncs Club, I feel it will be a good addition to our
community.

Feel free to contact me if you have any further questions.

Sinzﬁyours, :

Carol M. Ruckman

.’?‘}7’
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PATRICIA A, LICALZI
2507 LESLIE AVENUE
ALEXANDRIAVA 22301-1114
HOME 703/549-5395
WORK 703/228-1342
PLICAL@CO.ARLINGTON. VA.US

23 September 2002

Alexandria City Council & Planning Commission
301 King Street, Suite #2300
Alexandria VA 22314

RE: STEPPING STONES CLUB, Special Use Permit
3204-3206 Commonwenlth Avenue

Gentlemen:

I am in support of granting a Special Use Permit to the STEPPING STONES CLUB for
the location listed above. '

I have been a resident of Del Ray for nearly 40 years and | have seen our community
through many changes and now developing into a very nice place to live.

I have witnessed the comings and goings of this organization while they were located on
Mt. Vernon Avenue. 1 have found the participants to be friendly and unobtrusive to the
neighborhood. 1 see no reason why they would conduct their business any differently in
their proposed, new Jocation.

Although I actually live 10 blocks or so from this location, 1 frequently visit a friend’s
house that is just around the corner.

I feel that this group will benefit this small community who now sees so much drug and
prostitution activity. iam hopeful this wili encourage a stronger Police presence during
evening hours when the ‘illegal’ activity is most active.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at the phone numbers or E-MAIL
address above.

Respectfully yours,

",
i
% \;1!
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500 E Alexandria Avenue

Alexandria, VA 22301
September 25, 2002
' City of Alexandria
Department of Planning and Zoning
Planning Commission '
301 King Street
Alexandria, VA 22301

To Members of the Planning Commission,

The purpose of this letter is to ask your support for Special Use Permit #2002-
0081, a request by The Stepping Stones Club that they be given permission to open at-
3400 Commonwealth Avenue. This site, formerly occupied by a rug warchouse, is in an
ideal location for the Club’s activities and will allow them to continue the very important
work they do.

T have many friends and loved ones who participate in 12-step recovery programs.
I know that they miss having the Club since the Mount Vernon Avenue focation was
forced to close. I believe it is important that the Club continue to exist in Del Ray to serve
the large numbers of people who are involved in recovery programs. Stepping Stones
Club provides an extremely valuable service to the community by helping people with drug
and alcohol problems to stay clean and sober. I hope you will allow that good work to
continue.

Sincerely,

FhAAL-

Patrice North-Rudin

aaaaa




TO: THE PLANNING COMMISSION AND THE CITY COUNCIL OF ALEXANDRIA

I AM A RESIDENT OF THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA. | AM AWARE OF THE APPLICATION FOR
c:wm prwer i
A SPECIAL USE PERMIT BY THE STEPPING STONES CLUB AT 3404-0(/5“AVENUE. FAMIN

SUPPORT OF THIS APPLICATION.

e ol /il oaw 2fi3fn

ADDRESS 7 & 2-¢ é/?ww/ L22 G T =P / 2230 &




TO: THE PLANNING COMMISSION AND THE CITY COUNCIL OF ALEXANDRIA VIRGINIA

] AM A.RESIDENT OF THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA. | AM AWARE OF THE APPLICATION FOR
A SPECIAL USE PERMIT BY THE STEPPING STONES CLUB, LOCATED AT 3404-06
COMMONWEALTH AVENUE.

1 AM IN SUPPORT OF THIS APPLICATION.

’,;sf 2 2 | —————
N = /jﬁg’l DATE 23 September 2002

///Pﬁu’icia AARothyTTCalzi, Registered Voter

ADDRESS 2507 Leslie Avenue, Alexandria VA 22301-1114

et
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TO: THE PLANNING COMMISSION AND THE CITY COUNCIL OF ALEXANDRIA VIRGINIA

1 AM A RESIDENT OF THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA, I AM AWARE OF THE APPLICATION FOR
A SPECIAL USE PERMIT BY THE STEPPING STONES CLUB AT 3404-06 COMMONWEALTH

AVENUE. I AM IN SUPPORT OF THIS APPLICATION.

NAME&)_‘.OU E‘-“'L__'F DATE Q4 Sept o2

ADDRESS _\2_ LE&AW SJ‘ _A"LthJﬁmm.-,_ dw‘t 22305

o
agE




TO: THE PLANNING COMMISSION AND THE CITY COUNCIL OF ALEXANDRIA

1 AM A RESIDENT OF THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA. I AM AWARE OF THE APPLICATION FOR

ramoniioo
A SPECIAL USE PERMIT BY THE STEPPING STONES CLUB AT 3404-0%AVENUE. TAMIN

SUPPORT OF THIS APPLICATION.

NAME !W/,fc {_//,_L//gbj/?’/ DATE /2, 560 02
ADDRESS 33..% - R (_pitmyn WAy ,ﬁéu.u

A




TO: THE PLANNING COMMISSION AND THE CITY COUNCIL OF ALEXANDRIA

[ AM A RESIDENT OF THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA. | AM AWARE OF THE APPLICATION FOR

Coretrmernntescs (6
A SPECIAL USE PERMIT BY THE STEPPING STONES CLUB AT 3404-06 AVENUE. 1 AMIN

SUPPORT OF THIS APPLICATION,

M%Q&%‘/B /Ce 0,770 DA 09%/ /SL/

aooress 4 \__.E" /4% %L
/ .;?%éag
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TO: THE PLANNING COMMISSION AND THE CITY COUNCIL OF ALEXANDRIA

[ AM A RESIDENT OF THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA. | AM AWARE OF THE APPLICATION FOR

G’.'mm anwleq! @
A SPECIAIL USE PERMIT BY THE STEPPING STONES CLUB AT 3404~0§WAVENUE. IAMIN

SUPPORT OF THIS APPLICATION.

vame_RONA W - Jomds pate G~ 18- 0=
appRESs W00 N H@“{*@?J Ol ABANIPA Y. o=/




TO: THE PLANNING COMMISSION AND THE CITY COUNCIL OF ALEXANDRIA

I AM A RESIDENT OF THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA. 1 AM AWARE OF THE APPLICATION FOR
Cammonweal Ha
A SPECIAL USE PERMIT BY THE STEPPING STONES CLUB AT 3404-0?‘AVENUE. IAMIN

SUPPORT OF THIS APPLICATION.

o O,

NAME _ - "7 M Qﬂﬂ/‘}? ~ oate - (=20 6.?'

;
ADDRESS // 2 7 (EGJ@T\!G\ AV

y

Hin
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TO: THE PLANNING COMMISSION AND THE CITY COUNCIL OF ALEXANDRIA

I AM A RESIDENT OF THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA. | AM AWARE OF THE APPLICATION FOR

Commn puwea |~
A SPECIAL USE PERMIT BY THE STEPPING STONES CLUB AT 3404.0?‘\ AVENUE. TAMIN

SUPPORT OF THIS APPLICATION.

P a/&\‘(‘—/{ Ob\'/\ DATE Cz ] £~52

ADDRESS 2 /00 5 pﬁ’-// NE é‘/é /Z/ékr/ e 5 /a7

LA
%‘}2
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TO: THE PLANNING COMMISSION AND THE CITY COUNCIL OF ALEXANDRIA

1 AM A RESIDENT OF THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA. [ AM AWARE OF THE APPLICATION FOR

Qjmmonhkﬂi%
A SPECIAL USE PERMIT BY THE STEPPING STONES CLUB AT 3404-0§\AVENUE. TAMIN

SUPPORT OF THIS APPLICATION.

.\ !
\ 5 t\\ %748_,\\. G ™ v R AT Gﬂ?‘{ szf

ADDRESS

{8
g
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TO: THE PLANNING COMMISSION AND THE CITY COUNCIL OF ALEXANDRIA

I AM A RESIDENT OF THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA. 1 AM AWARE OF THE APPLICATION FOR

(J.’» monmﬂh
A SPECIAL USE PERMIT BY THE STEPPING STONES CLUB AT 3404-06/<KVENUE IAMIN

SUPPORT OF THIS APPLICATION.

NAME Ceon @ (e DATE < //3 /(;Q\
ADDRESS/Dﬂq Cﬂ/ﬁmm/ Lve KQC(Q)( \( ﬁ\

\‘.
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TO: THE PLANNING COMMISSION AND THE CITY COUNCIL OF ALEXANDRIA

{ AM A RESIDENT OF THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA. 1 AM AWARE OF THE APPLICATION FOR

torimonwea l th
A SPECIAL USE PERMIT BY THE STEPPING STONES CLUB AT 3404-06 AVENUE. I AMIN

SUPPORT OF THIS APPLICATION.

wﬁ/';%@cg% Y Doyerton,  oane 2///4A
ADDRESS. é/ﬁ‘,}_ E_ Hme K/ﬁ’f /5?/6’,(’0"7/%/2? Vo ,,1,2.50/
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TO: THE PLANNING COMMISSION AND THE CITY COUNCIL OF ALEXANDRIA

I AM A RESIDENT OF THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA. [ AM AWARE OF THE APPLICATION FOR

Commanwealth
A SPECIAL 1JSE PERMIT BY THE STEPPING STONES CLUB AT 3404-06 AVENUE. J|AMIN

SUPPORT OF THIS APPLICATION.

NAME Kﬁ% MOiQk_E/\\ paTE_G-11-~08—
aporess G5 Ad ‘Neezng é;%,

4/
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TO: THE PLANNING COMMISSION AND THE CITY COUNCIL OF ALEXANDRIA

I AM A RESIDENT OF THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA. [ AM AWARE OF THE APPLICATION FOR
PPt TG L

A SPECIAL USE PERMIT BY THE STEPPING STONES CLUB AT 34044%% TAMIN 2;

SUPPORT OF THIS APPLICATION,

e % Qebble o 97/ >
aporess 2D <;‘ E Zracddoel ?@O — @5/%

4z
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TO: THE PLANNING COMMISSION AND THE CITY COUNCIL OF ALEXANDRIA

[ AM A RESIDENT OF THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA. [ AM AWARE OF THE APPLICATION FOR

Cornmonweal +h
A SPECIAL USE PERMIT BY THE STEPPING STONES CLUB AT 3404-06 AVENUE. I AM IN

SUPPORT OF THIS APPLICATION.

NAME MQE RQ\\}&E& pate 91 - 11-682

ADDRESS (?00 L(_)UKMQ/ 31, |03

~b,
Gy
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TO: THE PLANNING COMMISSION AND THE CITY COUNCIL OF ALEXANDRIA

I AM A RESIDENT OF THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA. 1 AM AWARE OF THE APPLICATION FOR

Cornmomes el
A SPECIAL USE PERMIT BY THE STEPPING STONES CLUB AT 3404-06 AVENUE, t AM IN

SUPPORT OF THIS APPLICATION.

NAME IZQL«)Y FDoerlo DATE Ci’/! l/o’Z,
abpRess 10 - = H‘/J"’\C /)WE ;A (N _A;JD/(‘A; VI 2230




TO: THE PLANNING COMMISSION AND THE CITY COUNCIL OF ALEXANDRIA

[ AM A RESIDENT OF THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA. | AM AWARE OF THE APPLICATION FOR
' %%nmaﬂ weal H—;
A SPECIAL USE PERMIT BY THE STEPPING STONES CLUB AT 3404-06 AVENUE. | AMIN

SUPPORT OF THIS APPLICATION.

NAME T/’fﬂmm briAn i | DATE q/u /o Z

&
ADDRESS YL Heme Ave  Arerdanond A~ 130l
} ~
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TO: THE PLANNING COMMISSION AND THE CITY COUNCIL OF ALEXANDRIA

I AM A RESIDENT OF THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA. | AM AWARE OF THE APPLICATION FOR
Comumdinuseaith
A SPECIAL USE PERMIT BY THE STEPPING STONES CLUB AT 3404-06 AVENUE. | AM IN

SUPPORT OF THIS APPLICATION.

NAME'T"['JMT\\(IQ Q\U&ﬂg patE 9 =1/1- 632
ADDRESS (3] NUW]G )4&'&
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TO: THE PLANNING COMMISSION AND THE CITY COUNCIL OF ALEXANDRIA

T AM A RESIDENT OF THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA. 1 AM AWARE OF THE APPLICATION FOR

Obwc:nwéa.l‘u-\
A SPECIAL USE PERMIT BY THE STEPPING STONES CLUB AT MM—O?-\AVENUE TAMIN

SUPPORT OF THIS APPLICATION,

21

A
&y




TO: THE PLANNING COMMISSION AND THE CITY COUNCIL OF ALEXANDRIA

1AM A RESIDENT OF THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA. 1AM AWARE OF THE APPLICATION FOR

Cemmenwealth
A SPECIAL USE PERMIT BY THE STEPPING STONES CLUB AT 3404-06 AVENUE. 1AM IN

SUPPORT OF THIS APPLICATION,

NAME gﬁ)’mf\ L. D\/:)[B) . DATE ﬂ/’f/m/
ADDRESS 24619 ﬁﬁdcﬁﬂ" //ﬂ /‘J/Wnd/f\;@ VA 22303

zz
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TO: THE PLANNING COMMISSION AND THE CITY COUNCIL OF ALEXANDRIA

I AM A RESIDENT OF THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA. 1 AM AWARE OF THE APPLICATION FOR

commonecalth
A SPECIAL USE PERMIT BY THE STEPPING STONES CLUB AT 3404-06 AVENUE. [ AM IN

SUPPORT OF THIS APPLICATION,

NAME Aﬂ””’lmi %Vg@/ DAt 00/////4
ADDRESS 57‘07 MMA@ /47/# /f@ﬁmdma V/MZBJ)

4{:’;
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TO: THE PLANNING COMMISSION AND THE CITY COUNCIL OF ALEXANDRIA

1 AM A RESIDENT OF THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA. [ AM AWARE OF THE APPLICATION FOR
ISl L EH
A SPECIAL USE PERMIT BY THE STEPPING STONES CLUB AT 3404-06 AVENUE. I AM IN

SUPPORT OF THIS APPLICATION.

NAME /MW'}? /éfz&-ﬂ DATE ?A’/ /C: o

Sy
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TO: THE PLANNING COMMISSION AND THE CITY COUNCIL OF ALEXANDRIA

I AM A RESIDENT OF THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA. [ AM AWARE OF THE APPLICATION FOR

Cemmumerniciea N
A SPECIAL USE PERMIT BY THE STEPPING STONES CLUB AT 3404-06 AVENUE. [ AM IN

SUPPORT OF THIS APPLICATION.

NAME L oo Pesrri DATE §7//7 722

ADDRESS 226 LAVEvrSE Ruf  QASY YA, 22305

z5



TO: THE PLANNING COMMISSION AND THE CITY COUNCIL OF ALEXANDRIA

IAM A RESIDENT OF THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA, [ AM AWARE OF THE APPL!C&'PI\'ION FOR
i QWA
A SPECIAL USE PERMIT BY THE STEPPING STONES CLUB AT 3404-0§\AVENUE. IAMIN

SUPPORT OF THIS APPLICATION.

e 44/%/ Aol o 7@% =

ADDRESS ‘f/() 2 %Vﬂ_e.. .grié
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TO: THE PLANNING COMMISSION AND THE CITY COUNCIL OF ALEXANDRIA

1 AM A RESIDENT OF THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA. { AM AWARE OF THE APPLICATION FOR

Ly prenoric i (647
A SPECIAL USE PERMIT BY THE STEPPING STONES CLURB AT 3404-06 NUE. | AMiIN

SUPPORT OF THIS APPLICATION,

NAME ;QMZ/ & %/’  pae G DA

4
apDREss 530 A/ /(\ZMZ/(;J/ Sy A Alex
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TO: THE PLANNING COMMISSION AND THE CITY COUNCIL OF ALEXANDRIA

I AM A RESIDENT OF THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA. | AM AWARE OF THE APPLICATION FOR

Cermem eic@ (e
A SPECIAL USE PERMIT BY THE STEPPING STONES CLUB AT 3404-06 AVENUE. IAM N

SUPPORT OF THIS APPLICATION.

1 il ,.
[ vo i . DATE -7 /D7

-

NAME ('

N
-~
I

\_J f

i

v/ . __\! ?“"‘ . ff’ . I —y w g s
ADDRESS _2 ¢ 7] !L/’/i"“"’* {‘"’w‘f LY J/4(“’J/( G LE

LN

zZ8




TO: THE PLANNING COMMISSION AND THE CITY COUNCIL. OF ALEXANDRIA

[ AM A RESIDENT OF THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA. | AM AWARE OF THE APPLICATION FOR

Cervapmness e { E8o
A SPECIAL USE PERMIT BY THE STEPPING STONES CLUB AT 3404-06 AVENUE. 1 AM IN

SUPPORT OF THIS APPLICATION.

¢

4y
)
3 5‘1




TO: THE PLANNING COMMISSION AND THE CITY COUNCIL OF ALEXANDRIA

I AM A RESIDENT OF THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA. I AM AWARE OF THE APPLICATION FOR

&mm Cricerec é?’?
A SPECIAL USE PERMIT BY THE STEPPING STONES CLUB AT 3404-06 AVENUE. [ AM IN

SUPPORT OF THIS APPLICATION,

NAME ﬂmf i éﬁf’&/ o S DATE ?////,/;}?\J
ADDRESS _§Z.SY ?/ti’;gff/:V s /‘fﬁ/{’ﬁ}_j/ i A5G
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TO: THE PLANNING COMMISSION AND THE CITY COUNCIL OF ALEXANDRIA

I AM A RESIDENT OF THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA. 1AM AWARE OF THE APPLICATION FOR

Cormener? iwls d €47
A SPECIAL USE PERMIT BY THE STEPPING STONES CLUB AT 3404-06 AVENUE. [ AMIN

SUPPORT OF THIS APPLICATION,

NAME Eq.vxc.o cne  Relwme s DATE 4 ‘ 14 Egz..

ADDRESS 35 4% Vowwnt, Monpt’ Ceov¥, Wiatandela, \Mp 22319
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TO: THE PLANNING COMMISSION AND THE CITY COUNCIL OF ALEXANDRIA

I AM A RESIDENT OF THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA. 1 AM AWARE OF THE APPLICATION FOR

Ceumimiocal ‘?:‘8'\
A SPECIAL USE PERMIT BY THE STEPPING STONES CLUB AT 3404-06 AVENUE. I AMIN

SUPPORT OF THIS APPLICATION,
NAME /f:’ée’ £ \Sm,a*{'j‘-/m‘m DATE 9~/ ~(Z-

ADDRESS éf 07 £ /'/5/»’-"?51 ﬁwf, A/@Mmﬁ{f;%, ///z f.Z:{'p/

‘ .f}
g

Z2




TO: THE PLANNING COMMISSION AND THE CITY COUNCIL OF ALEXANDRIA

[ AM A RESIDENT OF THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA. 1AM AWARE OF THE APPLICATION FOR

Oovragw ontued | th
A SPECIAL USE PERMIT BY THE STEPPING STONES CLUB AT 3404-06 AVENUE. I AM IN

SUPPORT OF THIS APPLICATION,

NAME ﬂ%x?%ou/ ? =N DATE ? /féol
ADDRESS 704 é»{%‘/wé’, Ao /4/6{&/15/&-:‘& *///;) PR30/

U
~&y
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TO: THE PLANNING COMMISSION AND THE CITY COUNCIL OF ALEXANDRIA

f AM A RESIDENT OF THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA. { AM AWARE OF THE APPLICATION FOR

Comenon won f
A SPECIAL USE PERMIT BY THE STEPPING STONES CLLB AT 3404—013‘ AVENUE. [ AMIN

SUPPORT OF THIS APPLICATION,
NAME , Y l. P\B G”/ A DATE § C] — (- G2~
ADDRESS C{ 3 © MNonria | 1’6 T‘*-”Z“? ST s~ \/f\
| | | | BEEYE
34
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TO: THE PLANNING COMMISSION AND THE CITY COUNCIL OF ALEXANDRIA

[ AM A RESIDENT OF THE CITY OF AL EXANDRIA. | AM AWARE OF THE APPLICATION FOR

men ek
A SPECIAL USE PERMIT BY THE STEPPING STONES _CLUB AT 3404~ AAVENUE. TAMIN

SUPPORT OF THIS APPLICATION.

NAME vzya\&fthol@l@ DATE C‘H\%)@L
appress 1O & c ﬁ\//‘/‘fj/\va /iglf?ﬂﬂnfpﬂ(/h\/ﬁ T 3]

S I

W
i
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TO: THE PLANNING COMMISSION AND THE CITY COUNCIL OF ALEXANDRIA

I AM A RESIDENT OF THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA. 1 AM AWARE OF THE APPLICATION FOR
Oﬂmmﬂ nwi2a 1A
A SPECIAL USE PERMIT BY THE STEPPING STONES CLUB AT 3404'0‘}1 AVENUE. 1AM IN

SUPPORT OF THIS APPLICATION.

e QA ')\X Atoud Q- n-o2

-

ADDREssOi&‘O N . J'—XY‘E;\\E}( S‘ - AW);L

L
[N
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TO: THE PLANNING COMMISSION AND THE CITY COUNCIL OF ALEXANDRIA

[ AM A RESIDENT OF THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA. 1 AM AWARE OF THE APPLICATION FOR
almm onwea Ida
A SPECIAL USE PERMIT BY THE STEPPING STONES CLUB AT 3404-0?1 AVENUE. IAMIN

SUPPORT OF THIS APPLICATION,

NM—-\_\W& (?M, pATE T /fL/OZ

¢ {

aooress _ 35 2L (2 5%.1@@/&’6 Q«L Q«‘Z"/‘L

dm% @W

™
&V
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TO: THE PLANNING COMMISSION AND THE CITY COUNCIL OF ALEXANDRIA

1 AM A RESIDENT OF THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA. [ AM AWARE OF THE APPLICATION FOR

(ommousiea ¥
A SPECIAL USE PERMIT BY THE STEPPING STONES CLUB AT 3404-0?\AVENUE. TAMIN

SUPPORT OF THIS APPLICATION.

NAME :5:1@7»’\ -\Dﬂm%‘ | DATE ‘7{/@”/05"
ADDRESS P S S yANS | one Aﬁq;@: VA D223oS
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TO: THE PLANNING COMMISSION AND THE CITY COUNCIL OF ALEXANDRIA

[ AM A RESIDENT OF THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA. 1 AM AWARE OF THE AFPLICATION FOR

(brgwon wea ¥
'A SPECIAL USE PERMIT BY THE STEPPING STONES CLUB AT MAWM. IAMIN

SUPPORT OF THIS APPLICATION,

NAME IW/(W&%LEK DATE Z/&{éa :
ADDRESS __ /2R MM% S MM—”;/;/

7
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TO: THE PLANNING COMMISSION AND THE CITY COUNCIL OF ALEXANDRIA

-

I AM A RESIDENT OF THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA. | AM AWARE OF THE APPLICATION FOR

Cgmm anwea | ‘“’\
A SPECIAL USE PERMIT BY THE STEPPING STONES CLUB AT BMAWNUE. ITAMIN

SUPPORT OF THIS APPLICATION.

W%AN;\J\—U_) ?)JJ-U»LLM\A_ DATE_ 7/ =0 Q‘
ADDRESS HO ;L()CJ.MM_; Aeries CL&JLM (l/ﬁ

Ai 2l s,

&
=,




TO: THE PLANNING COMMISSION AND THE CITY COUNCIL OF ALEXANDRIA

I AM A RESIDENT OF THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA. 1 AM AWARE OF THE APPLICATION FOR
' (A pamonwden ¥
A SPECIAL USE PERMIT BY THE STEPPING STONES CLUB AT 3404-06/‘AVENUE. TAMIN

SUPPORT OF THIS APPLICATION.

NAME A«/ﬂ?fozp Zyms;.@«/ | DATE ‘71/2- ¥

ADDRESS f?ﬂ/ SEonrasarey o, %503 ,4,5,5,5_/, [d . 223

LA A
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TO: THE PLANNING COMMISSION AND THE CITY COUNCIL OF ALEXANDRIA

I AM A RESIDENT OF THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA. IAMAWAREOFTP]EAPPUCAHONFOR

Chpam eawea Ha #
A SPECIAL USE PERMIT BY THE STEPPING STONES CLUB AT 3404-06/(AVENUE. TAMIN

' SUPPORT OF THIS APPLICATION,

NAME %/é( ;();fi?ﬁ,/g '/,V’nzrﬁ’l DATE {7'-* / 207

aporess Y07 £ Hiyme 14;/_@ _ﬁgmﬂﬁfgg Vﬁ, ZTI0/

VARSI

e

y
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TO: THE PLANNING COMMISSION AND CITY COUNCIL OF ALEXANDRIA

1 AM A RESIDENT OF THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA. 1 AM AWARE OF THE APPLICATION FOR A
SPECIAL USE PERMIT BY THE STEPPING STONES CLUB AT 3404-3406 COMMONWEALTH
AVENUE. 1 AM IN SUPPORT OF THIS APPLICATION.

NAME 7 b L H el

ADDRESS: .—',,/Z i\!m&a(fﬁf ’{/{V,”

DATE: G- Qf’@fﬁ- : SICNL\"‘UREL/ i/ z l‘.

NAME: O e ADDRESS: g C“ﬁé'wm 0z

DATE: & _ 18 o SIGNATURE: M()*m/\,

NAME: A ex {Weisen ADDRESS: 2t Cirefe Hilf f.f?c:@ S 2z

DATE: §.74- &L SIGNATURE: Yo — -

NAME: : { p ﬂ : ADDRESS: 310 £ Dﬂ-(']_ ﬂ% ﬁ% >2.30{

DATE: I- Y SIGNATURE: = (D fi.

NAVERoDin Banks M Zeq Wacute i Rley 2231

A~ P Y. R =) SIGNAWRE o Badle

NAMESh ep Lipeeeiza | DY Yod § Hguedd Aue 230

DATE: g -24 -0 2. SIGNATURE

NAME:W Y)0cre_ | ADDRESS: 2R¢7 | | o/ more [ s

DATE: g /3# /ov—-» SIGNATURE: n‘ﬂa %

NAME: K;.{«M v ADDRESS: 20 , g WI L furt
SIGNATURE: '

DATE: 4“; /07; ]

NAME: @’UM 7 }f\/[@{ &

ADDRILSS: 77ﬂ {

Aevacanst 702 Rlog

DA Qi )

ST N gt

NAME:

J?Fv’ /Lﬁoé Ay puopd]

ADDRESS:

Y

DATE: oo/ Svp 4

Lo Depirrs A
SIGNATURE: %{ &)) 7 f 7/ g

NAME/

OS50 £y aulrind ol

DATE:L@' 226

%IGNATURE(?/QI@J,A/ & ’({ o BAon)

W R Tk Voo

ADDRESS Y20 No fHeary ST

DATE: @ | 54 -2,

SIGNATURLE: /7 N

NAE T g (1

ADDRESS: 7 ¢ry (A S W ;AWQ Atax

DATE: ¢ /~M,- /M_, SIGNATURE: % ( /M
NAME G o \OORESS: | ] 4. COUSH ST LR
DATE: yrey

SIGNATURE: ,//;, o AL
/4

VA 7T

i
A\
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0 7-28-0K2

11 O Gragsos) .
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TQO: THE PLANNING COMMISSION AND CITY COUNCIL OF ALEXANDRIA

1 AM A RESIDENT OF THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA. | AM AWARE OF THE APPLICATION FOR A
SPECIAL USE PERMIT BY THE STEPPING STONES CLUB AT 3404-3406 COMMONWEALTH
AVENUE. I AM IN SUPPORT OF THIS APPLICATION.

NAVE: M douan€S

ADDRESS:  JA0S 1. Nehnon Avg & 1Y

DATE: q/ 'Q ! QGW:

1 SIGNATURE: \Jom

Down(&

NAME: [ oo Mo s

Alcy v,

ADDRESS: g'SCIC 70% Morer C'IL .23 BN

DATE: ?/,z /woz,

SIGNATURE: _)'[ //a

Moy X Ao

PATE: @ j7-p2

NAME: Roqe.r ’Rl ﬁo ,! ADDR.ESS:"}‘OZ , ,,‘ zs )}
DATE: oq /1 2, /o'z’ SIGNATURE: ‘ ;
NAME: 1/, ) TBueshale | "PORESSYp w0 ¥ Hloy Ve 2230

DATE. q )-3.- oo,

SIGNATURE: &J &

NAME:C?M@57;& Deonejuy APPRESS: 87/ &I /?c/ ey 14 S5
ORTE: o o SIGNATURE: 77" 7 o e

NAME:K{JZ{,{ CO\)( .

ADDRESS 209 C—envtm fve_

DATE: *’1’/;2”/09.

SIGNATURL: %M@&

NAME DS . 0

ADDRESS:

-1..;

éi QW 3 \JN\QFM{\L‘\W\

DATEL: SIGNATURE:

K 5‘;_—, INIP N ((M—)m
NAME: ﬁ/:g " &5" M&ﬁéff ADDRESS: /7 Of ,f,v/féw, S R ¢ E2
DATE: P 202 SIGNATURE: :

NEGRACE JarP

ADDRESS: ’%JMH/@J» :z,a.a,hzﬂ

DATE: C?,, 1269

SIGNATURE: ﬁMW ’

NAME s A0S

ADDRESS 206 Lofedidlr

DATE: ?,/2 .02

SIGNATURE Q /z/ /,ﬁ P )_AQJ

MR e D EitZeCR Q\,D%ESB {*ﬁcbgﬁ“ﬁi”wﬁﬂﬁggsex
DATEq - ool SIGNATURE:

NAME Sy FEP ADDRESS: 3 42t Elparogod) bof /f, /ﬁ%ﬂ/
DATE:}_ZZ_‘ oz SIGNATURE: """

NAME:Z)HWD KRTZES ADDRESS: — é/ﬁﬁ’{&@) M/‘?‘/?Ml@
DATE:(;T_/Z,DZ “,IGNA(URB ,LL,Q« /J-J‘\
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TO: THE PLANNING COMMISSION AND CITY COUNCIL OF ALEXANDRIA

.

I AM A RESIDENT OF THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA. I AM AWARE OF THE APPLICATION FOR A
SPECIAL USE PERMIT BY THE STEPPING STONES CLUB AT 3404-3406 COMMONWEALTH
AVENUE. I AM IN SUPPORT OF THIS APPLICATION.

NAME: M heo? €. KegE

ADDRESS: 90, . [osdis fve. Afe,w Vo423

DATE: §~  p - g 2 SIGNATUREm 0o & M

NAVE L wcles € MU [APRES (33 gk 1 Dadle Blix VRDI3W
DATE: & _ 1 - &7 SIGNATUP(E’% M

NAME: frol. . Aot~ | AODRESS: Buty ot Misisad Sr 2103 Aok sy

PR 4/14] 0o

STGNATURE: )@ﬁ [ M

NAME: MA( Fia ®&M

DATE: 7/{%/0 >

S WA »asry

/37 Dande

SIGNATURE‘7D4‘M EK , Z

ADDRESS: 77 © (3 &7 ..;vmf a/a,q 2

DATE: 9//}’/31-—

SIGNATURE: —Z/ / .

NAM’J:,""‘ L@A}M/‘-’

ADDRESS: EA(L {06 b ST

02

b Ly

DA'lh: c?//‘?//g:-?'_

SIGNATURE: » % 7[‘1, Mqﬂ/

NAMER o LD Js o

ADDRESS: A é“i‘t\ OO W W PM% NN

k

DATE: g /a0~ SIGNATURE: (mgs_cs. o, Q &%
NAMLGL\WE[‘E‘S gfﬁéﬁm ADDRESS: %Z_ /n/m*ﬁ e |
DATE: ? / 'y /b 2. SIGNATURE:

NAME:  Loin Pker | ADDRESS o3 o a2 o

DATE:  /4%aPp7 SIGNATURE %’%

NAME: Lﬂmzpém

ADDRESS: J.Zo — s

DATE: & f14) /62

%IGNATURI:W /J <

NAMBy i f 0 [l

ADDRESS ﬁ’a?g/éa » ,;;é,;:;ziaé

P o/t

SIGNATURE: g =7 22 M

NAME: 9? /4/%”/"(‘{ ADDRESS: 3705%“ // A e %3 /@f ‘é_"zuof
DATE: ¢ - | SIGNATUREgé e é»?/ = W—
NAME: 9 -l - ﬂ,?'; ADDRES‘% RIETS 1

DATE: 9”//7( - O EL

7z




TO: THE PLANNING COMMISSION AND CITY COUNCIL OF ALEXANDRIA.

I AM A RESIDENT OF THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA. I AM AWARE OF THE APPLICATION FOR A
SPECIAL USE PERMIT BY THE STEPPING STONES CLUB AT 3404-3406 COMMONWEALTH
AVENUE. I AM IN SUPPORT OF THIS APPLICATION.

NAME: y2f Fi 52

ADDRESS: %79‘6&/57‘5%} ?_.3! AEY 29367

DATE: 9".“1"-192,

NAME: 5oy 'DL{Y&L

SIGNATURE:'@ M
ADDRESS: ((,17 iz pall d Lin ALRX VR

DATE: q’\”(—[[)?-

L (VT

227207

258/

AR e T {Jloses |00 3517 Zakals Ave by .
DATE: G / L/ /n-;.)/ SIGNATURE: éf > 7 mé/

NAME L (S uailgguti)és59] APORESS S'o;z Coms. ALaw. Cre ALEE. VA D
DATE: ~ //,;/5 Py blUNATUREW Qﬁuﬁﬁ W‘?f’

NAMERL & Moo ADDRESS: Y439 (lsnop Do _

DATE: ‘)/dt/oz’

SIGNATURE: {le_b < Q N

N%W\ PIM N 4

ADDRESS: :);"9 6\/ (:J n;{Fa’lﬁ\’fg‘QQgV

PATE. J ) /4 0

SORTRE -~ i

NANE: ey e 4 TRAON

ADRRESE) 4 Covn im o weatln

PATE: off {02

TPAPR AL NIz

NAMES yoan Alge

DRbSS FG
2

DABH Vo

SIGN

NAME: MaM -u—mli%

ADDRESS® thr

N, VRzzzon
% %%‘im
“A’\fs{n iy A’V < qu‘

DATE: aljdfor.

SIGNATURE; /7%(754}1,# /

NAME: ;! )
[ owon J)ic ksnison

ADDRESS: 505 d)/ % / 22352

| PATE: ) 14/o=.

SIGNATURE/?/ , 25 ;

NAMMCM&.; A(F\Q.s’m—:

ADDRFS‘% il
T i, (Tre reo Tipx 22X

o -

PATE: g | juf e,

%bﬁ@%

e e IRy

AN e o Gt %.d ADDRESSyn *uod ’
DATE. & oy o SIGNATURE:
NAME G DL egndt [AOPRESG Y g, gl phivde P, 90
DATE: -\ g SIGNA"IURLMLM, (,@w%(n/\' ,

&:FL ,_Lmrﬂ{umd - \IA\\to,x.._ Bf';gs\y_g JA 2730
DAYE: SIGNATRE: (o

NV Y
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TO: THE PLANNING COMMISSION

AND CITY COUNCIL OF ALEXANDRIA

I AM A RESIDINT OF THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA. [ AM AWARE .OF THE APPLICATION FOR A
SPECIAL USE PERMIT BY THE STEPPING STONES CLUB AT 3404-3406 COMMONWEALTH
AVENUE. T AM IN SUPPORT OF THIS APPLICATION.

NAMEY ) ol Clonke. | PPPRESS o 2 olomput e dhe . 07 222
DATE: // G-17-02 SIGNATQ% @éf%,éu
ADDRESS:

NAMF‘ZON m'c: RELK G

47 (oohs /@é{z A U} 2z
QIGNATUR%,W_ M M A

NAMECR@\Q R

ADDRESS: Qf (6' /u N%
Ky

DATE: G- 07 SIGNATURE: K‘ /M

NAME: Tt Vanqigfmmmwmgss ﬁ%}?‘%@ﬁbn Dve #3

DATE: ¢ _ (D - g3 J SIGNATURE: LM& (’/M M"&Z’QA |
NAME: 52 L-C g @WfADDREss?( LG’M MA/W J
DATE; G~ ) Jpy 2 SIGNATURE:  [(4/ ¢ Q 0 ;q/ %
NAME:M({ o R ADDRESS: 270é i v Ayc, Zz.;os’
DATE: 9//9/0& SIGNATW

NAME\BJ //Ua(H« ﬁwa‘m ADDRESS: Koo & r‘H{x«-Q)n,;._ Ave. 2230/

DATE: q/}‘2 /02 SIGNATURE\BﬂUw_ﬂ e ﬁ)
NAM%MD T 3: ) ADDRESS! 2 pr o\ L7y 2
DATE: 9‘/12/& smmnm%
A

NAME: Aﬂjm getle b-‘qu DDRESS <40 £ Kaiymtond Ain’ Aizﬁf 3
DATL: SIGNATURE:

Q262
NAME chaod  Pakor ADDRESS: /75y Doguesd Dr
DATE: 9‘f 1702 | SIGNATURE: -, Lk
NAME:NY) Lei 47 [Bras/<m| ADDRESS: Gio0 mil) 92?_‘_5 /4/65( Vf}q
DATE: ¢ /2 -4 2. SIGNATURE: 5/, . -

g O i)

ADDRESS: 740 LAVAANMA. AV,

DATE: 9",,3, %P SIGNATURE: (AL topnn [~ M

NAMES odiB ffusema—| “PORESS, ) ) ,E{fuﬂxum S »4/1@?47_1@
DATE' 5 o SIGNATURE:

i > ‘ - ADDRESSW% fﬂDMD bj) CE.( O‘LDL— r\@
RETIEVCE

SIGNATURE: W‘
\J J
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TO: THE PLANNING COMMISSION

1 AM A RESIDENT OF THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA. [ AM AWARE OF THE APPLICATION FOR A

AND CITY COUNCIL OF ALEXANDRTA

SPECIAL USE PERMIT BY THE STEPPING STONES CLUB AT 3404-3406 COMMONWEALTH
AVENUE. [ AM TN SUPPORT OF THTS APPLICATION.

gifjbw?.,m 1 [ (Y6 Efsal Z

. q { URE: ( J :m 4 g A
NAME: Jﬁuzm APDRESS: 16\ e Aue.
DATE: N

aj 13 Jo

SIGNATURE, ) Dok~ 00,4

NAME: ﬁ‘mcﬂ o f‘/dfmaf

ADDRESS:
gé‘*ﬁﬁ fc?m.me_, Mmof,,cf

DATE: g /}&/02

SIGNATURE: %&/"M‘;ﬁ (ij

NAME: /1

ADDRESS: [y, K psentesT Ae

DATE

SIGNATURE: .

. vV g
' 2
NAW% /J., (_,;Sl?ﬂmd

w%DRF%éO / /ﬁ/ y I 223
DATE: '(;/ﬂ,__ /G- EalGNATU o g
NAME: 3y, g cdedl. | APPRESS 3355 ¢ Y, :Zd Wﬂx VIt
DATE: g - /-0 SIGNATURE: 0[:) e -
NAVE: R, (poyFall | AOPRESS S300 Homes Row Ry #3607
PATE: G _ /G oz SIGNATUR?/“(f ] 7
NAME 2w g SO AOPRESSS g < %fﬁ%/f (’ﬁf/?ﬂ/?
DATF'? .-//a - 9? SIGNATURE: %
NAME: ﬂmﬁ\/(ﬁ o ADDRESS: tiol Ho -
DATE: 9‘ 10 ,no-t SIGNATUEEW}Q
NAVERAOARA HOTpee | PODRESS Y gu 3/ i wesdip Sep DR AR
DATE: 4 / o SIGNATUREOFW m@ . ,QQQ
NAMEE Humf)hw Q/\/ < ADDRESS@L@ 208\' T, |  AVA .
DATE:§ (7., /DZ/ SIGNATURE: éf’u ﬂwg
NAME/;’;;.. %rf;:ns‘ ADDRESS: ?20 v’/‘ Qj AT
DATE: 5_3 0~ 02 SIGNATUREW‘—\\\L
NAME: N> ciag ADDRESS: ¢ 48w ¢v . U TD
DATE: M AT SIGNATURE: [\ c (g,
e it | ‘WZ st fve., Alexandria, Vo
DATE. g.7 /.7 ~ SIGNATURE: __, 1o /(/gx Z

75




TO: THE PLANNING COMMISSION AND CITY COUNCIL OF ALEXANDRIA

1 AM A RESIDENT OF THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA. I AM AWARE OF THE APPLICATION FOR A
SPECIAL USE PERMIT BY THE STEPPING STONES CLUB AT 3404-3406 COMMONWEALTH
AVENUE. | AM TN SUPPORT OF THIS APPLICATION.

ADDRESS: o{{j 6 y]i RN

L ST PR YV i S i
B (I R e T VR VT wm&d
/ N/ g% )

qéuuza

2 i VR d/_,/r{ae 67'@;@ o
SIGNATURF; 7{/
ADDRESS: G- ‘QM ?w &;\%ﬁ h{\}_
DATE o \ler UL SIGNATURE: M Aav——_”:‘“"
Nm:ﬁm%ﬁ% ADDRESS: 30y, pyq n i /s <y S 77 A/GA RO
DATE f’ﬁ/{f_ o). SIGNATURE: W
NAME: @, /Z—Q@\ﬁ ADDRESS: s 16~ A VOrnon fh&)g—-f‘f

2 a)"“

BATE. G (e] 02— SIGNATURE: 0 oy, o) 15

N T il Ao |2 3/ 3 Bllistn I Ul el
DATE! 4’//,;;/0;)_ SIGNATUWW&H///M i

NAME; _BD% e o~ Q)‘Ok-‘c on ADDRESS:

PATE. 9 [17|pe STGNATURE: ﬂﬁ)\ e

NAME G-/ § 02

ADDRESS: M‘; Cd!—-ﬁnéz:r 5.7_022 :

DATE. S‘IGNATURE‘:: z

S50 Booth PP 042 = Iy tliumir Gal o J250)
DATE )77 - 83 SIGNATURE: 7 m

DATE:‘7 ___/.-} -0 D SIGNATURE: ,A. M

NAME: ZRY  REN

ADDRESS: /3)13 W EST %,, ﬂLEJC /4 .

DATE: G- },}, b9

SIGNATURE: ?)

NAME:

= sam I’a.-rfnb’f ADDRESS: / 4 | Pavv My /!i K- AFf—‘/SI
DA T /)9 /s N SIGNATURE:
NAME: L&,___,..; ﬁ% ADDRESS: ,2’04 4"‘.’, (/ép v E ﬁvé,
DATE: ¢, /",{, . 2 SIGNATURE: . Pog<___
P




TO: THE PLANNING COMMISSION

AND CITY COUNCIL OF ALEXANDRIA

T AM A RESIDENT OF THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA. I AM AWARE OF THE APPLICATION FOR A
SPECIAL USE PERMIT BY THE STEPPING STONES CLUB AT 3404-3406 COMMONWEALTII
AVENUE. I AM IN SUPPORT OF THIS APPLICATION.

NAME: E,l 2 aba-]*'l’\.-[)-Sﬂf}‘iW%\

ADDRESS: 714 b/ oood Dn e

DATE: g } 1Y /f')L

SIGNATURE: f/ /V// / M

N Sl s ot ADDR’:SSLT C Boo poite, 1. =3y

DATE: ot i/ 0. blGNA‘URErJ,Jl/!_J{Ju\m -

w ADDREC;SQ 5 \Sa Zg,uaﬂp L. AL

DATE, / SIGNATURE: 7 g =
BN

NAME: K nbyy Farred]

DATE: ?/‘.1%39_

SIGNATURE: 0

'
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Lynhaven Citizens Association

P O Box 2301 Alexandria, Va.

September 27, 2002

To: Members of Planning Commission

r:

Sub:

Eric Wagner, Chairman

Richard Leibach, Vice Chairman
H. Stewart Dunn, Jr

Donna Fossum

Ludwig Gaines

John Komoroske

J Lawrenee Robinson /

Ruby Tucker, Presiden
Lynbaven Citizens Association

Planning Commission Meeting
Gotober 1, 2002
Docket Ttem #23

EEETYE

SEP 27 200

PLANNING & ZONING

SPECIAL USE PERMIT #2008-0081

Due to the meeting schedule of the Lynhaven Citizens Association, we are unable to
take an official vote on the above agenda item prior to the October 01, 2001 Planning
Commission Meeting. However, this item is on the agenda of Lynhaven Citizens
Association’s General Membership Meeting to be held on Monday, October 07, 2002,
We will forward our vote to the proper agencics prior to this item going before City
Council.

Please disregard any previous correspondence you received that included any
indication of our position on this issuc, as it was prematurc. We apologize for any
misunderstanding or confusion this may have caused.

7
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Alexandria City Council and Plarning Commission
301 King St., Suite 2300
Alexandria, VA 22314

Re: Agenda item for 10/1/2002 - Stepping Stones

To my City Council:

Stepping Stones needs a new home. Stepping Stones is our local AA group, addressing local citizens in need of
their support. ' _ '

Growth of our DelRay community has displaced this group from its' Mt. Venon Ave. location. Fortunately, Stepping
Stones has found a new location nearby on Commanwealth Ave. near Glebe, and can remain part of DelRay.

| strongly support Stepping Stones, both as a long fime DelRay resident and as an individual actively working to
strengthen our community. During their tenure at the Mt. Vernon Ave. location they have never been - to my
knowledge - a disruption of local activities. Quite the contrary, the group is comprised of individuals who are and
have been an active force for the betterment of our community. The group runs a low-profile, non-pofitical

_ organization financially supported by donations from their members and dedicated to the support and guidance of
our citizens who need their help the most. 1 am well acquainted with the group, although | am not am member. |am

fortunate to not need their services directly. | am a beneficiary of their work, as are we all wether or not we are
aware.

Stepping Stones is a successful intervention group, and a positive force in our community,

Art Helms

iz

DelRay Resident

i

co: Sicppin Stones, Council etal.

T 9121/2002

I
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Del Ray Citizens Association

PO BOx 2233 ALEXANDRIA VA 22301 ESTABLISHED 1954

To: " Members of Alexandria Planning Commission E G ELV E
Eileen Fogarty, Director, Office of Planning and Zoning '

From:  Amy Slack, Land Use Committee Co-Chair SEP 30 2002
Sarah Haut, Land Use Committee Co-Chair
Rob Krupicka, President PLANNING & ZONING

Date: September 30, 2002

Subject: SUP#2002-0081; Stepping Stones, Inc. Consideration of a for a Special
Use Permit to operate a private club at 3404-06 Commonweaith Avenue.

At our meeting September 10, 2002, we discussed the subject request. The item was
announced in the September newsletter and fiyers were distributed in the
neighborhood. The meeting was attended by 16 guests, a combination of neighbors
from West Glebe Road, Commonwealth Avenue, Stepping Stones Board of Directors
member Margaret Cooper, Allen Johnson President, other members of Stepping
Stones, and Attorney Harry Hart.

The Stepping Stones Club offers a meeting site for Alcoholics and Narcotics
Anonymous groups and Al-Anon support groups. The Club, formerly iocated at 2417
Mt. Vernon Avenue for the past 9 years, wishes to remain in the Del Ray neighborhood.
They propose to occupy one half of the building located at 3400 Commonwealth
Avenue. They have negotiated a one (1) year, renewable to five (5) year lease. The
site will provide administrative space and meeting rooms. No drug treatment or
residential uses will occur. Fundraising activities will be held on site. Approximately
30% of the members take public transportation, bike or walk to Club functions.
Volunteer staff arrives 30 minutes prior to and stays after a Club meeting to clean up.
Members begin congregating shortly before and usually leave shortly after meetings.
The Club has no record of problems or violations during its nine years of existence.

The original application has been amended and the proposal presented to us refliected
several changes.

The meeting times are scheduled throughout the day beginning at 7:00 AM and ending
by 10:00 PM. The number of members in attendance varies but meetings held in the
early evening Monday through Friday and Saturday moming, may be the largest,
attracting as many as 45 people.

The site plans depicts changes to the existing parking lot, to close a curb cut along
Commonweaith Avenue, provide parking for 25 vehicles using a combination of
standard and compact spaces, and allow for landscaping to screen the lot. The club is
required to provide twelve spaces on site. The landlord has agreed fo allocate 12
spaces for the sole use of the Club.

A tenant for the remaining portion of the building has yet to be determined.

113
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The changes presented to us were confirmed in a letter to staff, dated September 11,
2002, which arrived prior to consideration by the Executive Board.

Neighbors were concemed about several issues; what is Del Ray Citizens Association,
what is the process we follow, what is the city's process, what are the types of people
who attend the program, how will the Club affect them, in particular, the hours of
operation, noise, the intensity of use and parking given the proximity to high density
residential uses, safety of Cora Kelly School children, and the need for improvements to
the property.

In response to our observations and the concemns of neighbors, the committee
requested the Club to create an indoor smoking room and to designate a liaison
responsibie for resolving neighborhood complaints. We proposed site improvements
such as shielded exterior lighting, trash receptacles. landscaping and removal of chain
link fences along the building. Adjacent neighbors want the fencing to remain as a
deterrent to drug traffickers who cut through the property; we amended our suggestion
to improve the appearance of the fence. .
The Ciub offered to create a smoking area, resurface and stripe the parking lot, install a
canopy over the entrance, investigate a landscape plan and address the fencing.

The Land Use committee voted to support the request with conditions.

The proposed Commonwealth Avenue site has several assets. It is zoned GSL, a less
restrictive zone than the previous location. [t remains within reasonable walking
distance of bus routes on Mt. Vernon Avenue and Jeff Davis Highway thereby
encouraging use of public transportation. The required parking is provided on-site. itis
feasible that the entire lot will be available to Club members during evening hours.
Committee members have observed the 3400 block of Commonwealth Avenue; the on-
street parking adjacent fo the site is rarely used. We have not observed a dearth of
parking nor did staff require the Club to provide a parking analysis.

We do not see the proximity to residences and a school as a detriment. The Club’s
previous site was in a CL/Commercial Low zone; this narrow strip is abutted by
residential and is 1 block from Mt. Vernon Community School. The Club has no
reported history of problems with similar hours at that location. Popular restaurants in
the neighborhood with simitar and even later operating hours are also very close to
residences. We strive to be consistent with our recommendations and conditions.
Treating applicants in different ways opens DRCA open to charges of favoritism or
discrimination.

The property needs improvements. These improvements are necessary whether or not
Stepping Stones uses this location. Site improvements, we betieve, would have the
greatest impact on the neighborhood.

Qur objective is to be responsive to the community concerns and to aiso be supportive
of an organization that has a good history in our community. Stepping Stones has been
a resident of Del Ray for a long time. That experience gives us confidence that their
actions will surpass everybody's expectations.

213
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The Executive Board voted to support the request with the following conditions.

The Stepping Stones Club wilk: ' . _

1) Designate a liaison from Stepping Stones to the immediate neighbors and
homeowners associations. {Our experience with other projects is that a point
of contact for concerns is a very helpful way to solve problems quickly)

2) Develop a comprehensive site plan that addresses the parking, landscaping,
lighting, trash collection site, ash and trash receptacies, screening and

fencing, in consultation with the representatives of the immediate neighbors
and associations and to the satisfaction of the Director of Planning, to be
implemented 6 mos. from issuance of the SUP.

3) Resurface and stripe the parking lot. Designate those spaces aliocated to
Stepping Stones using the best means.

4) A canopy, as proffered and in compliance with city regulations, to be used as
signage. '

5) Removal of the curb cut on Commonwealth as indicated in the plan submitted
and dated Sept. 10, 2002.

- 6) Provide indoor spade for smoking.

7) Instali signs reminding club members of the residential characteristic of
the adjacent neighborhood and encourage them to be respectful of neighbors.

8) The club is to encourage the use of carpools and public transportation.
9) A one year review of the SUP
We request your support for this position and welcome your questions and comments.

Please feel free to contact Co-chairs Amy Slack at 703-549-3412 or Sarah Haut at 703~
838-9060 and President Rob Krupicka at 703-838-0280.

313
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AUBURN VILIAGE Condominiurn
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September 30, 2002

Planging Commission
City of Alexandria

301 King Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

Re: Stepping Stones, Inc. Special Use Permit #2002-0081

Dear Planning Comumission Members,

1 am writing on behalf of the 304 members of the Aubura Village Unit Owners Association. At
" the September meeting of the Aubum Village Board of Directors, the Board passed a resolution
supporting the planning staff"s recommendation to deny Speeial Use Permit #2002-0081.

The Planning staff report identified the two issues of greatest concern to the Association: parking
and hours of operation. Located directly across the street from Auburn Village Condorminiums,
the proposed site at 3406-3408 Commonwealth Avenue has been used as a carpet warchouse for
years. As such, there has never been a concern over its hours of operation or the amount of
parking available for enstomers. Impact on the neighborhood has been negligible.

The proposed use by Stepping Stones will fimdamentally change the use of the butlding. The
daily influx of 50 to 100 clients into a largely residential neighborhood would be a radical
departure from the warehouse use most residents have known for years. Using the most
optimistic projections, there is no way available street parking can accomrmodate these additional -
cars. With hours of operation from 7:00 a.m. unti! 10:00 p.m. every day of the week, our
neighborhood would feel this impact all day, every day. We believe this is-illogical and
unreasonable,

We strongly urge you to follow the well-reasoned advice of your staff and deny this Special Use
Permit request.

Sincerely,
e

President, Auburn Village Unit Owners Association

Ph: 703.548_.7856 Fx: 703.648.1897
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#2%. SUFP 2ooz-0081

HART, CALLEY, G1BBS & KARP, P.C.

ARTRNEYS ANDY CURINSFLLL S AT LAY

Y NORTH WASHINGTON S CREEY
ALIXANDRIA, VIRQINIA 22314-2557

HARRY P. HART OF COUTNSEL
MARY CATHERINE 14 GTRRS : TELLFHOME {773) b36-5757 CYRIL D. CALLEY
HERRFRT .- KARE FAX (TOA) 5-3443 ROBERT L. MURPHY

Qclober 1, 2002

M. Hric Wagner, Clairman

and Members ol P'lanning Commission
City Hall, Room 21K}
Alexandria, VA 22314

Re:  SUR 4 2002-0081, Stepping Stoncs
3400 Commonwealth Ave.

Dear Mr. Wagner am] Members of Planning Commission:

‘The Applicant requesls the following changes to the conditions in (he above m[brc;iug(l
application:

Condition No. {7:
*I'he applicant shall take whatever stops are required to prohibit altendees frou

congrepating oulside the building al any lime 1o prevent such congregation [rom becoming an
sudible nujsance 1o the adjacent neighbors.”

Condition Na. 18:

*The maximum numbcer of patrons penmitied on sile at one time shall nol consistently
exeoed 45.°

Thank you for votir congidoration..
Very truly yours, 7
e-f'%(.-q\-y /: I %&. ;
Harry P. Harl

ce: Mr. Poter Williamsy
Ms. Barbara Ross, Deputy Dircclor
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\lexandria City Public

September 30, 2002

Board of Directors

Stepping Stones Club

P.0O. Box 2370 _ |
Alexandria, VA 22301

To Whom it May Concern:

In my four ycar tCTIMIC a3 the principal at Mount Vernon Community School, 1 have never
known about any concemns with your being present in the neighborhood. I was surprised to hear
there may have been a concern by anyone in the neighborhood. To my know Xedge, there have

been no incidents or parent complaints, and the opetation of the club has not &ffected the
children in any noticeable way.

The health and safety of our students is always uppermost in our minds, and Ihad there been a
problem, I would have known about it. Tncidents that affect school safety ares brought to my
attention immediately.

1 wish you well i your new focation.

Sinﬁl‘y, C / :
{ / - j'i . / L/ !
4 - i

{ ~ 7 /\
Lilia “Lulu” Lépez, PhD/" (/
Principal ’
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PATRICIA A. LICALZI
2507 LESLIE AVENUE
ALEXANDRIA VA 22301-1114
HOME 703/549-5395
WORK '703/228-1342
PLICAL@CO. ARLINGTON.VATS

23 September 2002

Alexandria City Council & Planning Commission
301 King Street, Suite #2300
Alexandria VA 22314

RE: STEPPING STONES CLUB, Special Use Permit
' 3204-3206 Commonwealth Avenue

Gentlemen:

I am in support of granting a Special Use Permit to the STEPPING STON'ES CLUB for
the location listed above.

I have been a resident of Del Ray for nearly 40 years and | have seen our community
through many cbanges and now developing into a very nice place to live.

I have witnessed the comings and goings of this organization while they were located on
Mit. Vernon Avenue. I have found the participants to be friendly and unobtrusive o the
neighborhood. I see no reason why they would conduct their business any differently in
their proposed, new location.

Although 1 do not live near the new location, 1 do however frequently visit a friend’s house
that is just around the corner.

I feel that this group will benefit this small community who now sees so rmxnach drug and

prostitution activity. [ am hopeful this will encourage a stronger Police presence during
evening hours when the ‘illegal’ activity is most active.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at the phone numbers or E-MAIL
address above.

Respectiully yours,

Patricia A. LiCalzi, (Mrs)

T
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Subject: Re: Stepping Stones
Date: Thy, 26 Sep 2002 15:57:53 EDT
From: Dunning(@aol.com
To: kmeox@alum.mit.edu

Kelly, |

| was aware of the presence of Stepping Stones while they were located on Mt Vernon Avenue but only because I
occasionally spotted familiar faces in front during meeting breaks. The membership was always orderly and :
friendly. | am unaware of any problems resuiting from their tenancy. | hope they are able fo locate on
Commonwealth where they will likely be an asset to their surrounding neighborhood. :

Take care!

Nancy Dunning

Realtor \

8/26/02
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CAROL M. RUCKMAN
12 LEADBEATER STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22305
HOME (703) 5195226

24 September 2002

Alexandria City Council & Planning Commiséion
301 King Street, Suite #2300
Alexandria VA 22314

RE: STEPPING STONES CLUB, Special Use Permit
3204-3206 Commonwmﬂth Avenue

~ Gentlemen:

I fuily support the Stepping Stones Chub utilizing the property located at 3204-3206 '
Commonwealth Avenue, Alexandria, VA 223035,

I have lived in el Ray for over 40 years and will be very glad to see that building being
used on a regular basis for such a worthwhile cause.

I live just a few houses away from this property. For years, it has been an auction house
for rugs and only used on an occasional basis. For this reason, prostitution and drug
activity are higher around this building because it has been “vacant™ for so long.

I feel that it will add to our safety having a tenant who is visible during the day and
evening hours, especially one who is opposed to drug and alcohol abuse.

Also, it will be nice having a tenant who is willing to make cosmetic improvements to the

property. That building has been neglected for so long. A facelift wilt definitely make the
neighborhood look better.

This is a very diverse neighborhood. There are condominiums, apartments, single-family
homes, churches as well as commercial spaces all within one block. Based on what I have
heard and know about the Stepping Stones Club, I feel it will be a good addition to our
community. .

Feel free to contact me if you have any further questions.

Sincerely yours,

Carol M. Ruckman

g8
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*wd: speeiul Use Permit Application

Subject: Fwd: special Use Permit Application
Date: Mon, 30 Sep 2002 22:53:05 EDT
From; Newstones2002@aol.com
To: kmcox@alum.mit.edu

i

-

Subject: special Use Permit Application
Date: Mon, 30 Sep 2002 19:59:50 -0400
From: "Melanie Besio" <melanie_besio@fanniemae.com>
Organization; Fannie Mae "
Ta: newstones2002@aol.com
CC: dcbesio@aol.com

for Stepping Stones to operate at 3403-3406.
Kelly,

Thanks for calling me back today to discuss the upcoming review of the Special Use Permit
. by the Planning Commission.

I live at 24 West GGlebe Road and am a member of the Commonwealth Crossing HOA.. Last
night, I received a copy the letter, dated 9/16/02, that my HOA (and several others) sent to the
Planning Commiission, along with and a copy of the staff report #2002-0081.

1 was not awarc that a letter was being sent, so | wanted to contact you to say that the letter
does not express my position. It appears from the staff recommendation that many of the
neighborhood's concerns are being addressed and placed as requirements for Stepping Stones
to meet as.part of receiving the permit, such as: '

- Overflow parking is to be provided by the nearby church.

_ Limit number of persons attending meetings to 45 (not in excess of 60)

- Significant site improvements, including lighting, improved fenceline & parking lot repairs and
landscaping

The issues that do concern me are also addressed in the staff report, but would take some effort & rely
solely

ou the part of Stepping Stones management. These are 1) the noise generated by folks gathering outside
before &

after meetings, 2) cross-through pedestrian traffic, and 3) the trash generated by simokers who. likely will
be asked to .
smoke outside. I think that a board on board privacy fence will help with the noise & crogs-through.

Melanie Besio

- : ' 1071402 1027 £
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Subject: Fwd: Stepping Stones Club/Salvation Army
Date: Mon, 30 Sep 2002 17:33:43 EDT '
From: Newstones2002@aol.com
To: kmcox(@alum.mit.edu

Subject: Stepping Stones Club/Salvation Army
Date: Mon, 30 Sep 2002 15:46:40 EDT
From: tonbarr36(@aol.com
To: Newstones2002@aol.com

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN.

| am'hap'py to commend the Stepping Stones Club to anydne concemed about a living/working relationship with
them as neighbors. .

Thig group has been meeting at The Salvation Army, 1804 Mount Vernon Avenue, Alexandria; VA. since July
- 2002, four days per week.

They have been a joy to work with, very coaperative, quietly going about their business with no disruption to our
work. They have taken care of themselves quite well, with little supervision from me, and have gone the extra mile
in seeing that ali of our agreed-upon requirements are met.

There have been no parking issues o dea! with. -All of their members are helpfut and courteous.

| highly recommend them to anyone as a group that is easy to work with, as well as a group that accomplishes
very positive results fof all of us. .

i will be glad to give any further details, if asked.
God bless you!
Sincerely,

Major Tony Barrington
CORPS OFFICER

z

Ani iy 11,47




#2B. BUP ooz - o0& .
ik mithid st 10-1-02 Py

September 30, 2002

209 Oxford Avenue
Alexandria, VA 22301

(703) 683-7608

scott@tindell.net

Docket Number 2002-0081
Dear Planning Commission Members,

We are writin & 10 express our expericnces with Steppipg Stones Club located at 2_41'? Mt,
Vernon Avenue. We live at 209 E. Oxford Avenue, directly across from the parking lot
used by Stepping Stones. We have lived in our house fo'r over 9 years and have never
had any problems associated with Stepping Stones. Their members have always pgrked
in the parking Jot and we have never noticed a shortage of street parking due to their
close proximity- |
We usually see no more than a handful of cars (5-8 cars) using the lot, usually in the
evenings. Our 3 children (ages 7,5,and 2) frequently ride bakes.or play ball in the parking
lot used by Stepping Stones and any encounters we have had \.mth mem‘bers has been.
friendly. The noise has never been an issue. In general, we dld not notice that S_tep.pmg
Stones was there. Their existence next to us was totally transparent and without incident.

If Stepping Stones were 10 reapply for occupation of a buiiding near us we would support
them.

Please feel free to give us a call if you have any questions.
Sincerely,

Scott and Deborah Locketi
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wd: New Siones Location

Subject: Fwd: New Stones Location
Date: Sun, 29 Sep 2002 05:59:34 EDT
From: Newstones2002@aol.com
To: kmcox@alum.mit.edu

—

Subject: New Stones Location
Date: Sat, 28 Sep 2002 19:25:30 EDT
From: Tpoblano(@aol.com -\
To: Newstones2002@aol.com “

To Whom It May Concerm. "1
My Husband and | own Tagueria Poblang, a restaurant across the street from the old Stepping Stones location
\We wilt be in business for three years on December 1, 2002. In those three years, we have never had any l
problems or interference of our business due to their meetings.. We have outside patio dining weather permitting
and again, | have never had a guest complain regarding noise levels or being bothered. | have had some
members of Stepping Stones become part of our loyai following. T

| understand that the members of Stepping Stones have a great need for a place 1o call their own. | felt
; ) ; . saddene
that they lost their lease, which had nothing to do with the group. We wish you well and luck in your new Iocatic:rfI

Karen Kowalczyk

Taqueria Poblano

2400 B Mount Vemon Avenug
Alexandria, VA 22301

703-548-8226

S729/02 11:44




#ZB. SUP Sooz-08/

September 30, 2002

209 Oxtord Avenuc
Alexandria, VA 22301
(703) 683-7608
scoti@tindeil.net

Docket Number 2002-0081
Dear Planning Commission Members,

We are writing to express our experiences with Stepping Stones Club located at 2417 Mt. Vernon Avenue.
We live at 209 E. Oxford Avenue, dircetly across from the parking lot used by Stepping Stones. We have
lived in our house for over 9 years and have never had any problems associated with Stepping Stones.
Their members have always parked in the parking lot and we have never noticeda shottage of street parking
due to their close proximity.

We usually see no morc than a handful of cars (3-8 cars) using the lot, usuaily in the evenings. Our3
children (ages 7,5,and 2) [requently ride bikes or play ball in the parking lot used by Stepping Stones and
any encounters we have had with members has been friendly. The noise has never been an issue. In :

general, we did not notice that Stepping Stones was there. Their existence next to us was totally transparent
and without incident.

If Stepping Stones were to reapply for occupation of a building near us we would support them.
Please feel free to give us a call if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Scott and Deborah Lockett E @ E “ W E

0CT -4 20
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beobble@msn.com To: Barbara Ross@Alex
i Subject: Alexandria City Planning Commission Mesting 10/01/02 , To
10/03/2002 03:54 PM Vote on Reopening the Stepping Stones Club '

10/01/02
To: Barbara Raoss

It is with great regret and much thought that | write this note to you today. The City Planning
Commission will meet tonight te vote on the reopening of The Stepping Stones Club. | am a dues
paid member of this club until 12/02. | did work in service for the club untii last year. During the
last two years the club meetings were totally out of control. When various members ask
management to clean up the meetings, they were told the club was not responsible for the control
of the meeting. However the club did petition the city some years ago to open a club to have
various types of 12 Step Meetings. AA was the primary type of mestings that the club would have,
during the last few years we stopped having AA meetings and started fo have a combination of AA
& NA meetings. This was very disturbing to a lot of people, NA people started leading and chairing
AA meetings, the club allowed open discussion of Drugs during the AA meetings. As a result a ot
of new and old AA's stopped coming to the meetings. When the club was asked, they refused to
accept any responsibitity for conduct during the meetings.

| must protest the publishing of the Stepping Stones meetings in the where and when books until
this matter is resolved. | also would petition the city to not reopen the club until management is in
place to operate the club . | alse would like to mention | paid my dues in 12/01 and requested a
new membership card from the board and Mr. Si Nunn the VP of Operations. To date they have
refused to send me a new card. | have also talked to other pecople who have the same problems.
With the corporate by laws that are in place, the corporation has no obligation to AA, the
community or its members to control anything. The club was closed several months ago. Under
the present by faws the board should send the members a financial report each month, this has
not happened. When the club closed they had about 60K+ in funds. What the number is today,
who knows. Some of this money was made from the sale of coffee, cokes and candy at their bar in
the club. They have never made any effort to pay sales tax, state or local for these sales. With
60K+ in the bank, | can't think of one good thing the club has ever done tfor the in the community,
they have never passed out food baskets or financially helped anyone | know of in Alexandria.

| am asking the City not to reopen the club, without first making them accountable to the
community and the members for the control of the meetings and the day to day operations of the

club.

Roy C.

etV E
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ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELLORS AT LAW

307 NORTH WASHINGTON STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22314-2557

HARRY B HART OF COUNSEL
MARY CATHERINE H. GIBBS TELEPHONE (703) 836.5757 CYRIL . CALLEY
HERBERT L. KARP FAX (703) 548-5443 ROBERT L. MURPHY

October 18, 2002

Mayor Kerry Donley and
Members of City Council
c/o Ms. Beverly Jett, City Clerk
City Hall, Room 2300
Alexandria, VA 22314

RE:  Stepping Stones, Inc., 3400 Commonwealth Ave.
Docket Item No. 21, SUP # 2002-0081

Dear Mr. Mayor and Members of City Council:

The hours of operation for the Special Use Permit for the Stepping Stones” program at
3400 Commonwealth Avenue are integral to the successful operation of the programs not only
for Stepping Stones itself, but more importantly for those individuals they seek to serve in our
community. In the interest of finding a compromise that will work both for the program and for
the neighborhood, Stepping Stones would like to suggest the following language changes to the
conditions of SUP # 2002-0081:

Condition No. 2;

The hours of operation for meetings shall be limited to 7:00 a.m. to $:00
9:30 p.m. Monday through Friday, 8:15 a.m. to 8:00 9:30 p.m. Saturday and
16:30-2m-12:00 p.m. to 5:38 7:00 p.m. Sunday.

Condition No. 17:

The applicant shall take whatever reasonable steps are reguired necessary
to prehibit minimize attendees from congregating outside the building st-any-time
where such congregation results in a disruption to residents of adjacent properties
or is in violation of applicable law.

Condition No. 18:

The maximum number of patrons permitted on site at any time is shall not
consistently exceed 45 except for fundraising events permitted two times per
month pursuant to Condition No. 4.




Mayor Kerry Donley

and Members of City Council
October 18, 2002
Page 2

For clarification, the social functions referenced in Condition No. 4 are not really social
functions, they are fundraisers whereby a regular meeting is held with a specific speaker that
attracts a few more members and includes a buffet dinner. Such fundraisers ensure that the
program remains economically viable, No dances or other similar social functions will take
place at this location.

It is important to note that the Special Use Permit will be reviewed after the first year of
operation at this location. We only ask that City Council look at our proven history and record
of non-intrusive service and grant these requested changes. Stepping Stones is confident that
their program will not only provide much needed services to the individuals they serve, but also
will be an asset, not a detriment, to this community.

Very truly yours, /7
Lo M
%ﬂ {}ﬂ /):‘/"
o
Harry P. Hart

ce: Mr. Alan Johnson
Ms. Barbara Ross, Deputy Director
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October 10, 2002

City Council Members -

City of Alexandria

301 King Street

Alexandria, Va.

Re: Amendment to September 16, 2002, Planning Commission memo on Stepping Stones

Dear City Council Members,

Residents in the immediate surrounding area of the proposed site do not support approval
of Special Use Permit No. 2002-0081. However, if City Council decides to approve the
use, residents have specified a series of conditions to limit the operations intensity and
impact on the surrounding residential neighborhood.

1. The hours of operations for meetings shall be limited to 7:00 A.M. to 7:00 P.M.
Monday through Friday, 10:15 A.M. to 5:30 P.M. Saturday and Sunday. Hours of
operation should apply also to all social and fundraising activities.

2. Smoking shall be limited to the designated indoor “Smoking Area” to eliminate any
nuisance that might be caused to surrounding residents enjoying their decks, back and
front yards. Approved plans will ensure that alterations made to the property to deal
with ventilation of smoking room will direct such exhaust away from the backyards
of the residence of Commonwealth Crossings, whose backyards are adjacent to side

property.
3. Applicant shall re-surface parking lot and re-stripe parking lot.

4. The applicant shall present and implement a plan to the satisfaction of the Director of
the Department of Planning and Zoning that addresses landscaping of the property
with input from residential neighborhood. Plan should include wording that the chain
link fence, which separates property from Commonwealth Crossing and deters foot
traffic, will remain minus barbed wire extension at the top. Plans for refurbishing of
said fence should be noted in the form of trellises, climbing vines, etc., to be agreed
upon by residents prior to implementation.

5. The applicant shall take whatever steps are required to prohibit attendees from
congregating outside the building at any time.

6. The maximum number of patrons permitted on-site at one time is 45,

7. The Director of Planning and Zoning shall review the Special Use Permit in 6 months
intervals.




8. Proposed awning to name the location will be kept to a low scale. Existing signage
surrounding the building will be removed.

Regards,

Commonwealth Crossing HOA
Auburn Village HOA

Herbert Street Station HOA
Homeowners of Land Herbert
Lynn Haven Association




282 371 5953

1B-1i8-2682 14: 32 CWINSTON & STRAKWN > 9738386433 NOD. 283 o1

Q’ / 2104 Forest Hill Road

- Alexandria, VA 22307
/D [‘7-02« Cctober 18, 2002

Alexandria City Council
City Council Chambers
301 King Street
Alexandria, Virginia 22314

Re:  Consideration of a request for a special use permit to operate a private club for a
fraternal organization (known as Stepping Stones) and for parking within 300 feet
of the site; zoned CSL/Commercial Service Low

Dear Council Members:

As property owners in very closc proximity to 3400 Commonwealth Avenue, the
property at issue, we wish 10 express our firm opposition o the proposed special use permit for
those premises. The St. Elmo's Carmmunity in Alexandria has developed well into a residential
area. Nice townhouses have been constructed in recent vears, and the owners of older houses
have maintained their propertics witli piide. As a result, there have been great improvements in
the quality of the living environment there. We believe that the proposed usc for 3400
Commenwealth Avenue is inconsisient and incompalible with a guality residential environment.

The building we own at Six Leadbeater Street (around the corner from 3400
Commonwealth Avenuc) contains seven apartments which are occupied by tenants seeking the
rype of quality environment that is offered in this area. We share their concems about the nsk to
residents of having individuals with past alcahol or drug difficulties convening in the middle of
the community. Many of the events would oceur after dark in the evening hours, and
competition for parking on Leadbeater Street will put unnecessary pressure on and cause undue
fear in the minds of the residents on the street. Further, the proposed use will lead to loitering by
the participants in this quiet residential area, adding to the averse impacts on the residents. And
finally, it is our understanding that this facility will be in use muny days if not every day of the
week, so the impacts would be constant and not episodic.

Alexandna residents are experiencing enough fear and anxiety due to recent events in the
arca. It is nol necessary or fair 1o impose additional risk and uncertainty on them. The overall
impact of this is too much to ask the residents of this area to bear. Surely, in the City of
Alexandria we have City buildings which are not flly utilized which could be employed for the
purpose proposed here. Since most City facilihes are not found in the middle of residential
areas, this alternative would be much better designed to minimize the impact on the residents of
Alexandria.




282 371 5953
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Alexandnia City Council
October 18, 2002
Page Two

In sum, this is a bad idea that should be rgjected. We forcefully urge the Couneil o deny
the request for a special use permit at 3400 Commonwealth Avenue. To grant the permit and
permit the type of activities proposed would have & serious and deleterious effect on the
residential nature of the area and the peace and safety which residents there currently experience.
We urge the Council to direct that = more suitable venue be located within the City for these

activities.

We appreciate the process which allows interested citizens and property owners to
express their views on this proposal. We understand that you will consider written positions such
as this in your deliberations with equal weight to personal appearances before the Council.

Nicholas anfl Elizabeth Reynolds
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September 16, 2002 2

Planning Commission

City of Alexandria

301King Street

Alexandria, VA,

Re: Stepping Stones, Inc. Special Use Permit # 2002-0081

Dear Planning Commission,

Concerned residents residing in properties 3342 through 3350 Commonwealth Avenue (Land of
Herbert) wish to formally request the Planning Commission deny a Special Use permit to
Stepping Stones Club, Inc. to engage in the activities outlined in its application for a Special Use
Permit, # 2002-0081. The main concem of our homeowners are the Hours of operation required
by Stepping Stones Club to operate, becanse our propetties are located adjacent to the proposed
site at 3404 Commonwealth Avenne and would suffer from such high intensity of use.

The extensive operating hours from 7am to 10 pm Monday through Friday, with similar hours
Saturday and Sunday would render the property noxious or offensive by reason of the increase in
noise, probable refuse matter, and disturbance caused to surrounding residents due to the
extensive hours of operation, and the large number of club members and automobiles. Such an
intense operation, and the volume of members outlined in the application, would not be
compatible with the current activity in this densely residential neighborhood. We feel the uses
proposed in the Application are inconsistent with the purpose of the CSL zoning regulations
insofar as the contemplated uses are not in scale with nearby residential development and will
Tesult in a detrimental impact and nuisance to nearby residential properties.

Given the serious issues regarding the Application as outlined above, we urge the Planning -
Commission to deny the Applicant’s request for a Special Permit for the Property in order to
preserve the residential quality of the community within which the Property is located. We
appreciate your taking the time to review our request.

Respectfully Submitted,

Homeowners of Land of Herbert
3342 through 3350 Commonwealth Avenue




All Signatories agree with the letter submitted to the Planning Commission requesting
denial of Special Use Permit No. 2002-0081, duted September 16, 2602.
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Del Ray Citizens Association /0-/9.0>

PO BOX 2233 ALEXANDRIA VA 22301 ESTABLISHED 1954

To: Honorable Members of City Council
Eileen Fogarty, Director, Office of Planning and Zoning
From: Rob Krupicka, President

Amy Slack, Land Use committee Co-chair
Sarah Haut, Land Use committee Co-chair
Date: QOctober 18, 2002

Subject: SUP# 2002-0081, Stepping Stones, inc. Consideration of a for a Special
Use Permit to operate a private club at 3404-06 Commonwealth Avenue.
Zoned CSL; Applicant Stepping Stones, Inc. by Harry P. Hart.

At the general membership meeting on October 14, 2002, we voted unanimously to
support the special use permit as proposed with the following conditions.

The Stepping Stones Club will:

1) Designate a liaison from Stepping Stones to the immediate neighbors and
homeowners associations.

2) Develop a comprehensive site plan that addresses the parking, landscaping,
lighting, trash collection site, ash and trash receptacles, screening and

fencing, in consultation with the representatives of the immediate neighbors
and associations and to the satisfaction of the Director of Planning, to be
implemented 6 mos. from issuance of the SUP.

3) Resurface and stripe the parking lot. Designate those spaces allocated to
Stepping Stones using the best means.

4} A canopy, as proffered and in compliance with city regulations, to be used as
signage.

5) Removal of the curb cut on Commonwealth as indicated in the plan submitted
and dated Sept. 10, 2002.

&) Provide indoor space for smoking.

7) install signs reminding club members of the residential characteristic of
the adjacent neighborhood and encourage them to be respectful of neighbors.

8) The club is to encourage the use of carpools and public transportation.

9) A one year review of the SUP

12




The Planning Commission has embraced these conditions and directed staff to
incorporate them into the recommendations now before City Council,

The Commission concurred with us in not detecting a parking problem. But, we have
guestioned the possibility of removing unnecessary curb cuts adjacent to the site along
Commonwealth Avenue. In response, T&ES has recommended removal of the cuts
which will increase on-street parking availability.

The Commission also recommended changes to the requested hours of operation in
deference to the immediate neighbor. We understand that the requested hours are
based on a projected revenue stream from groups participating in the Club. The
Stepping Stones Club is subject to the same economic pressures as a business or
church and its viabiiity is dependant on the ability to generate sufficient revenue to meet
expenses. The site, given its location in a CSL zone, has been underutilized for many
years; the most recent use, a seldom visited warehouse, lacked viability which is
evident in ifs currently seedy state of appearance. Any viable use of the site, be it non-
profit, by-right or by special use permit, will constitute a dramatic change for the
adjacent neighbors. As such, we believe the proposal to be reasonable and are mindful
that the requested hours are within those governed by the City's general noise
ordinance.

We request your support for this position and welcome your questions and comments.

Please feel free to contact Co-chairs Amy Slack at 703-549-3412 or Sarah Haut at 703-
838-9060 and President Rob Krupicka at 703-838-0280.
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September 16, 2002 10-19-02

Planning Commission

City of Alexandria

301King Street

Alexandria, VA. '

Re: Stepping Stones, Inc. Special Use Permit # 2002-0081

Dear Planning Commission,

Concerned residents residing in properties 3342 through 3350 Commonwealth Avenue (Land of
Herbert) wish to formally request the Planning Commission deny a Special Use permit to
Stepping Stones Club, Inc. to engage in the activities outlined in its application for a Special Use
Permit, # 2002-0081. The main concern of our homeowners are the Hours of operation required
by Stepping Stones Club to operate, because our properties are located adjacent to the proposed
site at 3404 Commonwealth Avenue and would suffer from such high intensity of use.

The extensive operating hours from 7am to 10 pm Monday through Friday, with similar hours
Saturday and Sunday would render the property noxious or offensive by reason of the increase in
noise, probable refuse matter, and disturbance caused to sarrounding residents due to the
extensive hours of operation, and the large number of club members and automobiles. Such an
intense operation, and the volume of members outlined in the application, would not be
compatible with the current activity in this densely residential neighborhood. We feel the uses
proposed in the Application are inconsistent with the purpose of the CSL zoning regulations
insofar as the contemplated uses are not in scale with nearby residential development and will
result in a detrimental impact and nuisance to nearby residential properties.

Given the serious issues regarding the Application as outlined above, we urge the Planning
Commission to deny the Applicant’s request for a Special Permit for the Property in order to
preserve the residential quality of the community within which the Property is located. We
appreciate your taking the time to review our request,

Respectfully Submitted,

Homeowners of Land of Herbert
3342 through 3350 Commonwealth Avenue




All Signatories agree with the letter submitted to the Planning Commission requesting
denial of Special Use Permit No. 20602-0081, dated September 16, 2602.
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Lynl'laven Citizens Association /[0-19-02—
P O Box 2301 Alcxandria, Va. R

October 16, 20023

To:  Mayor Kerry Donley
Vice Mayor William Cleveland
Councilwoman Claire Eberwine
Councilman William Euille
Councilwoman Del Pepper
Councilman David Speck
Councilwoman Joyce Woodson

Fr: Ruby Tucker, Presidend@

Lynhaven Citizens Association

Sub: Public Hearing Meeting
October 19, 2002
Docket Jltem #21
SPLCIAL USL PLRMIT #2008-0081
3400 Commonwealth Avenue

In continuation of our policy of support to surrounding neighborhoods on issues that
directly impact their homes; the Lyphaven Citizens Association voted 1o oppose the
request Lor a special use permil Lo operate a private club (known as Stepping Stones) at
the above site.

We believe the desires of the following associations: Auburm Village Unit Owners
Association, Commonwealth Crossing Homeowners Association, Land of Ilerbert
Homeowners Association and Ierbert Street Station Homeowners Association
should be given the upmost consideration as this establishment will be a daily presence in
their lives. City staff recommended dcenial, however, if this request is approved, please

include the city staff’s and/or the Planning Commission’s recommendation for reduced
hours.




EXHIBIT NO. __L

2.1
10-199p-07L-

To:  Alexandria City Council
From: Missy McGraw ' \N\
209 East Uhler Avenue W
Alexandria, VA 22301
Re:  Stepping Stones Club, Inc.

Date: October 9, 2002

My family and I have resided at the above address for the last 4+ years. Our house is
directly behind the former Stepping Stones Club, Inc., and our house is also adjacent to
the parking lot the client’s would use on a daily basis. As a stay at home mother, I am
around our home and neighborhood each day of the week. The clients of Stepping Stones
were wonderful neighbors and I did not have any negative experience when the club was .
located here on Mount Vernon Avenue. Noise, traffic, etc. were never an issue. I noticed"
that meetings must have been heid in mornings as well as evenings, because I would see
people coming and going and different hours. However, the club’s business did not pose
traffic or parking issues, nor did I ever experience any noise issue before or after their
meetings.

On a personal note, 1 was very sad to see the club move from our immediate
neighborhood. In the interest of so-called “progress,” I think we lost an establishment
that offered so much and asked for so little.

Please convey to the future neighbors of Stepping Stones Club, Inc. that they are a
responsible organization that will enhance any neighborhood they reside in. Thank you
for your time and feel free to contact me with any follow up questions or concerns at 703-
519-8724.




APPLICATION for SPECIAL USE PERMIT # 2002 - (005 ]

PROPERTY LOCATION: 3400 Commonwealth Avenue

TAX MAP REFERENCE: 015.04-03-11 ‘ ZONE:__CSL

APPLICANT Name:  Stepping Stones, Inc.

Address:_P.O. Box 2379, Alexandria, VA 22301

PROPERTY OWNER Name:_Ahmad Loghmanian and Hossein Garakyaraghi

Address:_903 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

PROPOSED USE: Use permit for a private club/fraternal organization (a 12 Step Program) and for
parking within 300 feet.

THE UNDERSIGNED hereby applies for a Special Use Permit in accordance with the provisions of Article XI. Section
£1-300 of the 1992 Zoning Ordinance of the City of Alexandria, Virginia.

THE UNDERSIGNED, having obtained permission from the property owner, hereby grants permission to the City of
Alexandria to post placard notices on the property for which this application is requested, pursuant to Article X1, Section 11-301(B) of
the 1992 Zoning Ordinance of the City of Alexandria, Virginia.

THE UNDERSIGNED hereby attests that all of the information herein provided and specifically including all surveys,
drawings, etc., required to be furnished by the applicant are true, correct and accurate to the best of their knowledge and belief. The
applicant is hereby notified that any written materials, drawings or illustrations submitted in support of this application and any
specific oral representations made to the Planning Commission or City Council in the course of public hearings on this application
will be binding on the applicant uniess those materials or representations are clearly stated to be non-binding or illustrative of general
plans and intentions, subject to substantial revision, pursuant to Article X1, Section 1 F-207(A)(10}), of the 1992 Zoning Ordinance of
the City of Alexandria, Virginia.

Print Name of Applicant or RAgent Signature

2f

Harry P, Hart 7 - /. /)7//4/7’\

HART, CALLEY. GIBBS & KARP. P.C. (703) 836-5757  (703)548-5443
Mailing Address Telephone § Fax#
307 N. Washington St., Alex. VA 22314 July 23, 2002

. City and State Zip Code ) ' Date

Application Received: Date & Fee Paid:; $
ACTION - PLANNING COMMISSION; 10/01/02 RECOMMEND APPROVAL 60

ACTION - CITY COUNCIL:




DOCKET -4OCT@BER:19;2002"--PUBLIC HEARING MEETING -- PAGE 9

REPORTS OF BOARDS, COMMISSIONS AND COMMITTEES (continued)

Planning Commission (continued)

277 'SPECIAL USE PERMIT #2002-0081

‘3400 COMMONWEALTH AV

Public Hearing and Consideration of a request for a special use permit io
- operate a private club (known as Stepping Stones); zoned CSL/Commercial

Service Low. Applicant: Stepping Stones, Inc., by Harry P. Hait, attorney.

COMMISSION ACTION: Recommend Approval 6-0

Councilwoman Pepper asked what kind of a fence would be going up as part of
Condition #10, and Planning & Zoning Deputy Director Ross explained that the
applicant is required to come up with a plan that addresses each of these issues, it
must consult with the immediate neighbors and immediate neighboring associations,
and the whole plan must be to the satisfaction of staff.

Code Enforcement Director Dahlberg responded to Counciiwoman Eberwein's
inquiry that there is nothing in the code about inside smoking room venfilation, but that
regulations could be developed to ensure the design of the mechanical system to
accommodate the removal of smoke products and not have it migrate to the adjoining
community.

Harry P. Hart, attorney for the applicant, assured Councilwoman Eberwein that
the applicant will accept a condition that the smoking room be vented appropriately.

Attorney Hart spoke to Stepping Stones' agreement to {en additional conditions
from Del Ray Civic Association and to eliminate the morning rmeetings on Sunday. ‘Mr.
Hart reviewed the applicant's requests for changes {o some of the special use permit
conditions. '

Mr. Allen Johnson assured Councilman Speck that the people who now go to the
8:30 p.m. meetings will be referred to Grace Episcopal, the men's home or the
Robinson House, which are all close by. The club can live with the 8:00 p.m. closing. If
parking during fund raising becomes a problem, Stepping Stones will try to make some
arrangements with the church to provide overflow parking.

City Council approved the Planning Commission recommendation with the
following changes: Condition #2 was changed to read: "2. The hours of operation
for meetings shall be limited to 7 a.m. to 8 p.m., Monday through Friday, 8:15 a.m.
to 8:00 p.m. on Saturday, and from Noon to 7 p.m. on Sunday.” Condition #4 shall
read, "4. Social functions, not including dances, shall be allowed twice a month
and shall end no later than 10 p.m. on the day the function is held." Condition #18
is amended to further read, "18. The maximum number of patrons permitted
on-site at any time shall not consistently exceed 45 except for fund raising events
permitted twice a month, as per condition #4, not to exceed 75 people.” Modify
Condition #21 to add the language, "with proper care given to ventilation and the
location of exhaust systems away from the adjacent homes" so that it now reads,
"21. The applicant shall provide indeor space for smoking with proper care given
to ventilation and the location of exhaust systems away from the adjacent
homes." An additional condition is to be added to read: "24. A neighborhood
advisory commission is to be established to hold regular meetings with nearby
neighbors or neighborhood associations relative to the operation of the club.”
Council Action:




SPEAKER’S FORM

PLEASE COMPLETE THIS FORM AND GIVE IT TO THE CITY CLERK
BEFORE YOU SPEAK ON A DOCKET ITEM.

DOCKET ITEM NO. L

PLEASE ANNOUNCE THE INFORMATION SPECIFIED BELOW PRIOR TO SPEAKING.

1. NAME: bloﬂf Lb fZ AN
2. apprEss: 2.5 B EleRe /Zﬂ&?)
TELEPHONE NO. @M E-MAIL ADDRESS: NE/TCS @P /55-0£6

3. WHOM DO YOU REPRESENT, IF OTHER THAN YOURSELF?

ﬁ}??m( STonES (JuR_ <o G

4. WHATIS X:O/URBQSITION ON THE ITEM?
FOR: AGAINST: OTHER:

5. NATURE OF YOUR INTEREST IN ITEM (PROPERTY OWNER, ATTORNEY,
LOBBYIST, CIVIC INTEREST, ETC.):

Won:s

6. ARE YOU RECEIVINGEOMPENSATION FOR THIS APPEARANCE BEFORE
COUNCIL? YES NO

This form shall be kept as a part of the Permanent Record in those instances where financial interest
or compensation is indicated by the speaker.

A maximum of 5 minates will be allowed for your presentation. If vou have a prepared statement,
lease leave a copy with the City Clerk.

Additional time, not to exceed 15 minutes, may be obtained with the consent of the majority of the
Council present, provided that notice requesting additional time with reasons stated is filed with the
City Clerk in writing before 5:00 p.m. of the day preceding the meeting.

The public normally may speak on docket items only at Public Hearing Meetings, and not at Regular
Meetings. Public Hearing Meetings are usually held on the Saturday following the second Tuesday
in each month; Regular Meetings are regularly held on the Second and Fourth Tuesdays in each
month. The rule with respect to when a person may speak to a docket item can be waived by a
majority vote of Council members present, but such a waiver is not normal practice. Whena speaker
is recognized, the rules of procedures for speakers at public hearing meetings shall apply.

In addition, the public may speak on matters which are not on the docket during the Public Discussion
Period at Public Hearing Meetings. The Mayor may grant permission to a person, who is unable to
participate in public discussion at a Public Hearing Meeting for medical, religious, family emergency
or other similarly substantial reasons, to speak at a regular meeting. When such permission is
granted, the rules of procedures for public discussion at public hearing meetings shall apply.

Guidelines for the Public Discussion Period

*  All speaker request forms for the public discussion period must be submitted by the time the
item is called by the City Clerk.

*  No speaker will be allowed more than 5 minutes, and that time may be reduced by the Mayor or
presiding member.

*  If more than 6 speakers are signed up or if more speakers are signed up than would be allotted
for in 30 minutes, the Mayor will organize speaker requests by subject or position, and allocate
appropriate times, trying to ensure that speakers on unrelated subjects will also be allowed to
speak during the 30-minute public discussion period.

*  Ifspeakers seeking to address Council on the same subject cannot agree on a particular order or
method that they would like the speakers to be called, the speakers shall be called in the
chronological order of their request forms’ submission.

*  Any speakers not called during the public discussion peried will have the option to speak at the
conclusion of the meeting, after all docketed items have been heard.

h:/clerk/forms/speak.wpd/Res. No. 1944; 11/05/01




SPEAKER’S FORM

PLEASE COMPLETE THIS FORM AND GIVE IT TO THE CITY CLERK
BEFORE YOU SPEAK ON A DOCKET ITEM.

DOCKET ITEM NO. ; )

PLEASE ANNOUNCE T INFORMi;I‘ﬁN SPECIFIED BELOW :Z;E)‘SPEAKING.
1. NAME: —4 _ é . /{)f/;uf//) :)V _
2. appress: _37") ‘/;/% %& z 7

TELEPHONE NO. X3753—{) 5~) E-MAIL ADDRESS:

3. WHOMDOYOU RE‘P#EgT, IF OTHER THAN YOURSELF?
..-: % - AW
)4

4. WHAT IS YOUR POSITION ON THE ITEM?

FOR: L~ AGAINST: OTHER:

5. NATURE OF YOUR INTEREST IN ITEM (PROPERTY OWNER, ATTORNEY,
LOBBYIST, CIVIC INTEREST, ETC.): B

6. ARE YOU RECEIVING COMPENSATION FOR THIS APPEARANCE BEFORE
COUNCIL? YES NO

This form shall be kept as a part of the Permanent Record in those instances where financial interest
or compensation is indicated by the speaker.

A maximum of 5 minutes will be allowed for your presentation. If you have a prepared statement,
please leave a copy with the City Clerk.

Additional time, not to exceed 15 minutes, may be obtained with the consent of the majority of the
Council present, provided that notice requesting additional time with reasons stated is filed with the
City Clerk in writing before 5:00 p.m. of the day preceding the meeting.

The public normally may speak on docket items only at Public Hearing Meetings, and not at Regular
Meetings. Public Hearing Meetings are usnally held on the Saturday following the second Tuesday
in each month; Regular Meetings are regularly held on the Second and Fourth Tuesdays in each
month. The rule with respect to when a person may speak to a docket item can be waived by a
majority vote of Council members present, but such a waiver is not normal practice. When a speaker
is recognized, the rules of procedures for speakers at public hearing meetings shall apply.

In addition, the public may speak on matters which are not on the docket during the Public Discussion
Period at Public Hearing Meetings. The Mayor may grant permission to a person, who is unable to
participate in public discussion at a Public Hearing Meeting for medical, religions, family emergency
or other similarly substantial reasons, to speak at a regular meeting. When such permission is
granted, the rules of procedures for public discussion at public hearing meetings shall apply.

Guidelines for the Public Discussion Period

*  All speaker request forms for the public discussion period must be submitted by the time the
item is called by the City Clerk.

*  No speaker will be allowed more than 5 minutes, and that time may be reduced by the Mayor or
presiding member. :

*  If more than 6 speakers are signed up or if more speakers are signed up than would be allotted
for in 30 minutes, the Mayor will organize speaker requests by subject or position, and allocate
appropriate times, trying to ensure that speakers on unrelated subjects will also be allowed to
speak during the 30-minute public discussion period.

*  Ifspeakers seeking to address Council on the same subject cannot agree on a particular order or
method that they would like the speakers to be called, the speakers shall be called in the
chronological order of their request forms’ submission.

*  Any speakers not called during the public discussion period will have the option to speak at the
conclusion of the meeting, after all docketed items have been heard.

h:/clerk/ferms/speak.wpd/Res. No. 1944; 11/05/01
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November 26, 2002

Mayor Kerry J. Donley and Members of City Council
City Hall

301 King Street

Alexandria, VA 22314

Chairman and Members of Planning Commission
City Hall

301 King Street

Alexandria, VA 22314

Ms. Eileen Fogarty, Director, and Members of Planning Staff
Department of Planning & Zoning

301 King Street

Alexandria, VA 22314

Re:  Stepping Stones

Dear Mr. Mayor and Members of City Council
Mr. Chairman and Members of Planning Commission
Ms. Director and Members of Planning Staff:

On behalf of the Board of Directors and the members of the Stepping Stones Club, I want
to express our appreciation to each of you for the support we received from the Council on our
request for a Special Use Permit for 3404-3406 Commeonwealth Avenue. 1 realize that your task
1s to balance the needs of business and residential concemns, and that our situation is somewhat
unique among Alexandria businesses. After a great deal of analysis and discussion, the Club
Board of Directors has decided that the most prudent course for us is to find a location where our
presence is welcome and we have negotiated a cancellation of the pending lease for the
Commonwealth property.

As we wrote in our application, the cost of operation at the Commonwealth Avenue site
would be more than twice that of our prior location on Mt. Vernon Avenue. The costs of building
out the interior of the location were also much higher than we had anticipated. To meet these
increased costs, we would need to attract even more people and raise more money than before,
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but to do so would be inconsistent with the conditions enumerated in the Special Use Permit.

Given these financial uncertainties and a concern that we would be under constant
scrutiny from unfriendly neighbors, we believe that the Club could better serve the community at
a different location. Thus, we continue to search for an affordable location in an area where our
presence could be accepted with fewer restrictions on our operation. We are working with the
Alexandria Economic Development Partnership and with local real estate agents to accomplish
this goal.

Thank you again for your support.
Very truly yours,

(i Leer W@}J%ﬁ/j

Allen Johnson
by Harry P. Hart

HPH/eah

ce: Mr. Peter Williams
Mr. Allen Johnson

C\MyFiles\Current Clients\SteppingStonestCC&PC-Withdraw wpd
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