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. g 5-85-05
City of Alexandria, Virginia
MEMORANDUM
DATE: MAY 20, 2005
TO: THE HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF CITY COUNCIL

CHAIR AND MEMBERS OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION
FROM: JAMES K. HARTMANN, CITY MANAGEIg/
SUBJECT: BASE REALIGNMENT AND CLOSURE COMMISSION (BRAC)

BACKGROUND MATERIALS FOR NEXT WEDNESDAY’S WORK
SESSION

At the Wednesday, May 25 work session between the Planning Commission and City Council,
one of the agenda items to be discussed will be the impact of the Department of Defense’s
recommendations to the Base Realignment and Closure Commission (BRAC) to move out of
leased space (largely in Arlington and Alexandria) to military bases (Fort Belvoir, Quantico, etc.).
It is estimated that the impact on Alexandria will mean the direct loss of over 7,200 jobs in the
City which currently occupy 1.3 million square feet of office space, as well as the potential loss of
some defense contractors and IT firms currently located in the City. Compounding this impact
will be the effects of the new strict Department of Defense prescriptive anti-terrorism building
standards which will apply prospectively to any space leased by the Department of Defense, as
well as by some defense contractors. Staff will discuss those standards at the work session.

As background information prior to the work session, attached are:

(1)  City of Alexandria BRAC Impacts

(2)  Map of BRAC Targeted Leases

3) Timeline of 2005 BRAC Process

(4)  Department of Defense Building Security Standards

STAFF:

Mark Jinks, Assistant City Manager

Bernie Caton, Legislative Director

Paula Riley, Executive Director, Alexandria Economic Development Partnership
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Map of BRAC-Targeted Leases
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The circles above depict buildings with aggregate leases sizes ranging from 3,968 sf to 524,867 sf
- the larger the circle, the larger the amount of leased space at that location. Several buildings in
Newington, Reston, Merrifield, Fairfax Center and Manassas are not shown on this map.
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Attachment 4
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Terrorism Precautions

Enforcement of new safety setback and other security regulations for Department of Defense
agencies could result in a massive relocation of many agencies from their present buildings in
Northern Virginia to remote military installations or compounds.

What the Standards Are

The Department of Defense outlines 22 specific standards that must be met in
order for a building to comply. Some standards may be difficult or impossible for

landlords to accommodate. Among the more challenging requirements:

Y Minieraum Standoff Distance: Office - B [ Masiroom Ventilation: Room should

buildings must be set back at ]_v, ’ be served by a separate, dedicated

least 82 feet (25 meters) from air ventilation system.

the “controlled perimeter™— o

typically, a fence or bollards that E] emergency Air Distribution Shutott:

prevent vehicle access. The HVAC system must be able to
be shut off immediately to prevent

Progressive Collapse Avoidance: The airborne contaminants from

Euilding must be designed to spreading throughout the facility.

prevent a chain reaction whereby ) A

the removal of a single column 6] Parking Control: Parking beneath

or girder causes disproportionate a building or on the roof shoutd be

damage to the remainder of the
building.

E] Protective Glazing: Windows and

frames must be reinforced with
shatter-resistant laminated glass.

SOURCES: GMU Center for Regional Analys|
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