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EXHIBIT NO.
Docket Item #9
SPECIAL USE PERMIT #2004-0087

Planning Commission Meeting
November 4, 2004

ISSUE: Consideration of a request for a special use permit to operate a fitness studio
(commercial school).

APPLICANT: Curves

By Jim Gasson
LOCATION: 2609 and 2611 Mt. Vernon Ave
ZONE: ' CL/Commercial Low

PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION, NOVEMBER 4, 2004: On a motion by Mr. Leibach,
seconded by Mr. Komoroske, the Planning Commission voted to recommended approval of the
request, subject to compliance with all applicable codes, ordinances and staff recommendations and
to amend Conditions #6 and #7, and to add Condition #18. The motion carried on a vote of 7 to 0.

Reason: The Planning Commission agreed with the staff analysis, and incorporated conditions
requested by the Del Ray Civic Association.

Speakers:

Amy Slack, representing the Del Ray Civic Association, spoke in favor of the proposal, and
recommended adding conditions.

Dan Salario, realtor representing the applicant, spoke in support of the application.
Jean Schultz, Curves employee representing the applicant, spoke in support of the application.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends approval subject to compliance with all
applicable codes and ordinances and the permit conditions found in Section III of this report.
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2609-2611 Mt. Vernon Ave

I. DISCUSSION

REQUEST
The applicant, Jim Gasson, requests special use permit approval for the operation of a fitness studio

(commercial school) located at 2609 and 2611 Mount Vernon Avenue.

SITE DESCRIPTION

The subject property is two lots of record with 100 feet of frontage on Mount Vernon Avenue, 113
feet of depth and a total lot area of approximately 11,300 square feet. The site is developed with a
single story commercial building of 3,392 square feet, and a parking lot of 15 spaces. The parking
lot is accessed directly from Mount Vernon Avenue.

Surrounding uses include an elementary school across the street to the west, small business uses to
the north and south, including Los Tios Restaurant immediately to the north, a loan business
immediately to the south, and residential uses to the east.

PROPOSAL

The applicant proposes to operate a fitness and weight loss center known as “Curves”. The facility
will offer a 30 minute supervised strength and aerobic workout on a circuit of hydraulic exercise
machines (see attached plan). The Curves circuit allows 26 users at one time (each 30 minutes). A
Curves instructor is always on site checking members’ performance. The specific aspects of the
applicant’s proposal are as follows:

Employees: Two employees will be present at the site at any one time.

Hours: The hours of operation are proposed to be 7:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and 3:00
p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Saturday,
and closed on Sunday. The applicant anticipates that over time, the hours
will increase to 6:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. Monday through Friday and 8:00 a.m.
to 1:00 p.m. Saturday.

Noise: There is little noise from the hydraulic machines, and minimal trash.
Trash: Trash will be minimal and include paper and lavatory items.
PARKING

Section 8-200(A)(11) of the zoning ordinance requires that acommercial school for up to 26 students
must provide 13 parking spaces. In this case, the building has an off-street parking lot which
currently accommodates up to 15 spaces. The applicant anticipates having up to 20 spaces on the
lot with the removal of an existing fenced area at the southeast corner of the lot. The applicant
complies with the parking requirement.
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ZONING/MASTER PLAN DESIGNATION

The subject property is located in the CL/Commercial Low zone. Section 4-103 (K) of the zoning
ordinance allows a commercial school (fitness studio) in the CL zone only with a special use permit.
The proposed use is consistent with the Potomac West Small Area Plan chapter of the Master Plan
which designates the property for commercial use.

II. STAFF ANALYSIS

Staff supports the proposed fitness studio. It is a use that will contribute to the existing mix of uses
in the area, and bring more patrons to the existing businesses in the immediate area. There is
adequate parking for the studio located on site, and the hours are limited. There are no deliveries
to the site, and little trash is generated, which limits the amount of noise that would be generated
from trucks visiting the site. While the facility is a franchise business, it is one that compliments
other health and fitness uses in the neighborhood, and provides a valuable service to the residents
of the neighborhood. In addition, the applicant has agreed to conditions to improve the property by
screening the parking lot with landscaping and improving the facade including the installation of a
front door. Because there is more than the required number of parking spaces for the use, staff
recommends allowing up to 30 students at the facility at any one time to provide more flexibility.
With these conditions, staff supports the proposed fitness studio.

[II. RECOMMENDED CONDITIONS

Staff recommends approval subject to compliance with all applicable codes and ordinances and the
following conditions:

1. The special use permit shall be granted to the applicant only or to any business or
entity in which the applicant has a controlling interest. (P&Z)

2. The closing hour shall be no later than 10:00 p.m. daily.

3. A maximum of 30 students shall be permitted at any one time. (P&Z)

4. The applicant shall require its employees who drive to work to use off-street parking.
(P&Z)

5. Trash and garbage shall be placed in sealed containers which do not allow odors to

escape and shall be stored inside or in a closed container which does not allow
invasion by animals. No trash or debris shall be allowed to accumulate on site
outside of those containers. (P&Z)
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CONDITION AMENDED BY THE PLANNING COMMISSION: Ifa dumpster

is used for trash disposal, the applicant shall provide screening for the dumpster, and
maintain the screening in good condition, to the satisfaction of the Director of
Planning and Zoning. Trash pick up shall not occur before 7:00 a.m. (P&Z)(PC)

CONDITION AMENDED BY THE PLANNING COMMISSION: The applicant
shall implement facade improvements to the building, which shall include providing
an entrance at the street front of the building, in compliance with the Mount Vernon
Avenue Design Guidelines, in consultation with the Del Ray Civic Association, and
to the satisfaction of the Director of Planning and Zoning. The applicant shall submit
a plan to staff for approval prior to implementing the improvements. The
improvements shall be implemented prior to opening. (P&Z) (PC)

The applicant shall remove the chain-link fence and storage shed on the parking lot,
and restripe the parking spaces in the entire lot. The parking lot, including all areas
bordering property lines, shall be kept clear of weeds and litter. (P&Z)

The applicant shall screen the parking lot at 2611 Mt. Vernon Avenue by installing
landscaping along the western border of the property on both sides of the drive
entrance, which may include the removal of paving, to the satisfaction of the
Directors of Planning and Zoning and Recreation, Parks and Cultural Services. The
applicant shall provide a landscape plan to staff for its approval prior to installation.
Installation shall occur prior to opening. (P&Z)

Business signs shall comply with the Mount Vernon Avenue Design Guidelines.
(P&Z)

Loudspeakers shall be prohibited from the exterior of the building, and no amplified
sounds shall be audible at the property line. (T&ES)

The applicant is contact the Crime Prevention Unit of the Alexandria Police
Department at 703-838-4520 regarding a security survey for the business and robbery
awareness program for all employees. (Police)

The applicant shall conduct employee training sessions on a ongoing basis, including
as part of any employee orientation, to discuss all SUP provisions and requirements.
(P&Z)
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The applicant shall encourage its employees to use mass transit or to carpool when
traveling to and from work, by posting information regarding DASH and METRO
routes, the location where fare passes for transit are sold, and advertising of
carpooling opportunities. (P&Z)

The applicant shall install a bike rack to the satisfaction of the Director of Planning
and Zoning. (P&Z)

Any lighting in the parking lot shall be shielded to prevent glare on adjacent
residential properties. (P&Z)

The Director of Planning and Zoning shall review the special use permit one year
after approval and shall docket the matter for consideration by the Planning
Commission and City Council if (a) there have been documented violations of the
permit conditions which were not corrected immediately, constitute repeat violations
or which create a direct and immediate adverse zoning impact on the surrounding
community; (b) the director has received a request from any person to docket the
permit for review as a result of a complaint that rises to the level of a violation, or
(c) the director has determined that there are problems with the operation of the use
and that new or revised conditions are needed. (P&Z)

CONDITION ADDED BY THE PLANNING COMMISSION: The applicant
shall incorporate vehicle wheel stops into the paved sidewalk along the building at

2609 Mt. Vernon Avenue, adjacent to the parking lot. (PC)

Eileen Fogarty, Director, Department of Planning and Zoning;
Valerie Peterson, Urban Planner.

Staff Note: In accordance with section 11-506(c) of the zoning ordinance, construction or operation
shall be commenced and diligently and substantially pursued within 18 months of the date of
granting of a special use permit by City Council or the special use permit shall become void.
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IV. CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS

Legend:

C - code requirement R - recommendation S - suggestion F - finding

Transportation & Environmental Services:

C-1

R-1

R-2

The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria’s Noise Control Code, Title
11, Chapter 5, which sets the maximum permissible noise level as measured at the
property line.

Loudspeakers shall be prohibited from the exterior of the building, and no amplified
sounds shall be audible at the property line.

No amplified sounds shall be audible at the property line.

Code Enforcement:

F-1

C-1

C-2

C-3

The application addresses for this case are 2609 and 2611 Mount Vernon Avenue.
For clarification, it shall be noted that 2609 Mount Vernon involves the structure for
the proposed use. 2611 Mount Vernon is the parking lot located adjacent to the
structure in question.

The current use is classified as B-Business; the proposed use is A-3, Assembly.
Change of use, in whole or in part, will require a certificate of use and occupancy
(USBC 119.4) and compliance with USBC 119.2. including but not limited to:
limitations of exit travel distance, emergency and exit lighting, a manual fire alarm
system, and accessibility for persons with disabilities.

Prior to the application for new Certificate of Occupancy, the applicant shall submit
a building permit for a change of use. Drawings prepared by a licensed architect or
professional engineer shall accompany the permit application. These plans shall
show provide existing conditions, construction type data, and a plot plan. In
addition, these plans shall show proposed conditions and provide data by the design
professional which details how the proposed use will comply with the current edition
of the Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code for the new use in the area of
structural strength, means of egress, passive and active fire protection, heating and
ventilating systems, handicapped accessibility and plumbing facilities.

When a change of use requires a greater degree of structural strength, fire protection,
exit facilities or sanitary provisions, a construction permit is required (USBC 111.1).
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C-4 New construction must comply with the current edition of the Uniform Statewide
Building Code (USBC).

C-5  Alterations to the existing structure must comply with the current edition of the
Uniform Statewide Building Code (USBC).

C-6  Construction permits are required for this project. Plans shall accompany the permit
application that fully detail the construction as well as layouts and schematics of the
mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems.

C-7 A fire prevention code permit is required for the proposed operation. An egress plan
showing fixture location, aisles and exit doors shall be submitted for review with the
permit application.

Health Department:

C-1  An Alexandria Health Department permit is required for all regulated facilities (This
includes health clubs).

C-2  Permits are non-transferable.

C-3  Five sets of plans must be submitted to and approved by this department prior to
construction. Plans must comply with the Alexandria City Code, Title 11, Chapter
10, Swimming Pools, Administrative Regulation 20-6, Swimming Pools.

C-4  Permits must be obtained prior to operation.

Police Department:

R-1

R-2

R-3

The applicant is to contact the Crime Prevention Unit of the Alexandria Police
Department at 703-838-4520 regarding a security survey for the business. This is to
be completed prior to the business opening.

The applicant is to contact the Crime Prevention Unit of the Alexandria Police
Department at 703-838-4520 regarding a robbery awareness program for all
employees.

Lighting for the parking lot is to be a minimum of 2.0 foot candles minimum
maintained.




APPLICATION for SPECIAL USE PERMIT 800040087

[must use black ink or type] | | |

PROPERTY LOCATION": 260 %426 [ MT vECKoI AUE DEC RAY

TAX MAP REFERENCE: X OS5 MWNO%{};’{  zone: oL
APPLICANT Name: \ﬁn " (5A550N | | |

| .'~Adafe.ss.': 7&3? ./’-/MmES. Ly DR~ /—’AALS éz-lukc?/, yA 2207

PROPERTY OWNER Name: _ mINERVA  GUT/ERREZ
Address: J607 M. KikKwoo b /eD, Ll NGToN 22731,

PROPOSED USE: _WomMEN'S F/TNESS CLASSES.

Lcomm ercial sk m//\

THE UNDERS]GNED.' hereby applies for a Special Use Permit in accordance with the provisions of Article XI,
Section 11-500 of the 1992 Zoning Ordinance of the City of Alexandria, Virginia.

" THE UNDERSIGNED, having obtained permission from the property owner, hereby grants permission to the City
of Alexandria to post placard notice pn the property for which this application is requested, pursuant to Article XI, Section
11-301(B) of the 1992 Zoning Ordinance of the City of Alexandria, Virginia. . .

"THE U'NDERS]GNED hereby Iam:sts that all of the information herein provided and speciﬁcalfy including all surveys,
drawings, etc., required to be furnished by the applicant are true, correct and accurate to the best of their knowledge and belief.
The applicant is hereby notified that any written materials, drawings or illustrations submitted in support of this application and
any specific oral representations made to the Planning Commission or City Council in the course of public hearings on this
application will be binding on the applicant unless those materials or representations are clearly stated to be non-binding or

illustrative of general plans and intentions, subject to substantial revision, pursuant to Article X1, Section 11-207(A)(10), of the
1992 Zoning Ordinance of the City of Alexandria, Virginia.

Jim (GRsSoN %fm

print Name of Applicant or Agent y S¥gnature

2635 Hoimes RN DE. 203 -500-9728 F23-580- §82F
Mailing/Street Address Telephone # Fax #

FhLLs CHVRCH VA 22o%2 AIGIST 30, 200

City and State Zip Code Date

— DO NOT WRITE BELOW THIS LINE - OFFICE USE ONLY

Application Received: Date & Fee Paid: $

ACTION - PLANNING COMMISSION:

ACTION - CITY COUNCIL:

07/26/99 p:\zoning\pc-appl\fonns\app-supl
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v

All applicants must complete this form. Supplemental forms are required for child care facilities,
restaurants, automobile oriented uses and freestanding signs requiring special use permit approval.

1. . The applicant is (check one) ' [/ the Owner [ ] Contract Purcﬁaser

[ ] Lessee or [ ] Other: ‘ of the subject property.

State the name, address and percent of ownership of any 'person or entity owning,an interest in
the applicant, unless the entity is a corporation or partnership in which case identify each owner

of more than ten percent.

wemen'S HEALTH £LC

o WNERS:  Tim GASSoN

AICKY "BE’zNT?&Nﬁ/oFE

If property owner or applicant is being represented by an authorized agent such as an attorney,
realtor, or other person for which there is some form of compensation, does this agent or the
business in which the agent is employed have a business license to operate in the City of

Alexandria, Virginia?
[1 Yes. Provide proof of current City business license

/\{Q/ No. The agent shall obtain a business license prior to filing applicatibn,
if required by the City Code.

Submit a floor plan and a plot plan with parking layout of the proposed use. One copy of the
plan is required for plans that are 8% " x 14" or smaller. Twenty-four copies are required for
larger plans or if the plans cannot be easily reproduced. The planning director may waive
requirements for plan submission upon receipt of a written request which adequately justifies
a waiver. This requirement does not apply if a Site Plan Package is required.

[0
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NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

3.

-

~The apphcant shall dCSCI'le below the nature of the request in detail so that the Planning
Commission and City Council can understand the nature of the operation and the use, including
such items as the "nature' of the acnvny, the number and type of patrons, the number of
employees the hours, how parkmg is to be provided for employees and patrons, and whether
the use wﬂl generate any noise. (Attach additional sheets if necessary)

&0,2055: < THE WoRLD!S LA@GEST [FITNESS ERANCHISE

W (TH /vEﬁfzw 5?‘900 LoCRTIONS, Morr LOCATED /N THE

iA.S. o(/,eu.-;s /8 az/,e/’ENu,y //cL.P/ﬂJG OVER 3:> m/z,o/orJ

womEHN ACI//EL/E TUEIR FITNESS GoALS wiTH A 30-miMVTE

f(/F’E/’VzS.;.D a/a.ezoz// IN A SUPPORTIVE ENVIRNOMENT.

THE 0(/£U£S Pﬂoeﬂﬁm WAS DES/G6NED SPECIFICALLY FgR

wamgu And B’ww ARLUN D 4 PROVEN 30— /Y)//‘./(//’g STRENGTH

'4ND Aa,eoé/e ZUO@KOUT THAT /NOLULES A w/;,em 7z

7o SETS 0F o‘/‘ﬂt:rJG’T#’/.@A/U/Mé EXERCISES ' FoR. ALL

/YMJM MUSCLE GesvfS _Lool- Down FERIOD, AND A

S‘m/NUTi STRET CH/NG KOUT/UE MEMBERS /na‘/i,

ARBUND A CIRCUIT WHICH CONSIST GF STRENGTH- TRAIN NG

MACHINES Anb RECoVER Y STAT10NS PrompPrED BY A

CUE AnD (PBEAT BACKGROUND mUSiC, CURVES  INSTRUVETORS

Aes PRESENT N THE CIRCUT EVSiLING MEMBERS ARY

PERFORM ING _THE (MACHINES PRIPERLY  BND PRIVIDIN &

ENCOURECEMENT. _1MANY (UOMER ARE (WeRKINE ovi FIl THE

[iRST 7ImE.__THAT ITHERIWISE (Woldih NST _ "DUE Tov THNE

FEATVLES AND CMINRONMENT  CURVES (RoV:DES.

/H
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USE CHARACTERISTICS

4. The prof)osed special use p?rmit request is for: (check one)
| ' [b]/a new use requiring a special use permii, '
[] adevelopment special use permit, |
[] an expansion or change fo an existing use without a special use permit,

[] expansion or change to an existing use with'a special use permit,

'

[] other. Please describe:

5. Please describe the capacity of the proposed use:

A How many patrons, clients, pupils and other such users do you expect? Specify time
period (i.e., day, hour, or shift).

APPRICIMATELY 24 PER 30 minyTE PER/ID

' B. How many employees, staff and other personne] do you expect? Specify time period
(i.e., day, hour, or shift). ‘

2 EmPLOYEES FoF THE MORING SHIFT
2 $mPLoYEES FIR THE TVENNG SHIFT

6. Please describe the proposed hours and days of operation of the proposed use:

Day: Hours:
(wTIAL) mondAly - fRiDAY - TAM- 1PN
MoONDAY— FRIDAY 2P - &Fm
SATURDAY $hm - 1Pm
( EENTVAL)  ponphAy -FRIDAY ... _bAM = 7 Fm
SATURO Y gAM = 1€n;

7. Please describe any potential noise emanating from the proposed use:

A.  Describe the noise levels anticipated from all mechanical equipment and patrons.

Lot ~LEVEL +NTERNAL BACKGROUND  mUSIC

EQUIPMENT (S HYDRAULIC - #o NOISE

A
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B. How w111 the noise from patrons be control]ed"

\

T//EQE- Wil Bc wo Loud /vo/&: —»  ConrTROL

8. DCSCI'le any potentllal odors emanating from the proposed use and plans to-control them:

THERE W itl ,S’F NO  oROER FPROBLENS

9. Please provid'e information regarding trash and litter generated by the use:

A What type of trash and'garbage will be generated by the use?
CMINIMAL ﬁﬂPzK AND Lﬁ‘//% TORY TRASH

.
L4

B.- How much trash and garbage will be generated by the use?

M /v/mr4é,‘

. C. How often will trash be collected?
R X pAry CLEAN-UP AND REmIYAL OF 772,4)2/71, WEEKLY
- Dlek-vP _BND DISFLSAL By WAHSTE MANAGEMENT [NE.

D. How will you prevent littering on the property, streets and nearby properties?

TZpsit CoNTANERS AND DUmpPSTER
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10. Willany hazardous materials, as defined by the state or federal government, be handled, stored,
or generated on the property? ‘ :

[]JYes. [r]/No. .

If yes, provide the name, monthly quantity, and-specific disposal method below:

11. Will any organic compounds, for example paiﬁt, ink, lacquer thinner, or cleaning or degreasing
solvent, be handled, stored, or generated on the property?

[] Yes. [¥ No.

If yes, provide the name, monthly quantify, and- specific disposal method below:

12.  What methods are proposed to ensure the safety of residents, employees and patrons?

ALl EmPLoYEES AND CVRVES OWNERS wlil Be CAR

CERTIFIED  AND wite KRECEIE CKTENSIVE TRK INING
;N CUVRVES  F17NESS PLOGLRAMS.

ALCOHOL SALES

13. 'Will the proposed use include the sale of beer, wine, or mixed drinks?

[] Yes. [1]/No.

If yes, describe alcohol sales below, including if the ABC license will include on-premises
and/or off-premises sales. Existing uses must describe their existing alcohol sales and/or
service and identify any proposed changes in that aspect of the operation.

4
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PARKING AND ACCESS REQUIREMENTS
14. ‘Please provide informatjoh’ regarding the availability of off-street parking: |

Al 'Hovx.f many parking spaces are required for thé proposed use pursuant to section
8-200 (A) of the_zqning ordinance? -

| spice Ap evera 2 stududd (12 wguied
PM’M>

B. How many paiking spaces of each type are provided for the proposed use: >

KO Standar'd‘ spaces ' | “

‘Compact spaces

Handicapped accessible spaces.

.' Other..

. C.  Where is requiréd parking located? [Y on-site [] off-site (check one)4

If the required parking will be located off-site, where will it be located:

Pursuant to section 8-200 (C) of the zoning ordinance, commercial and industrial uses may
provide off-site parking within 500 feet of the proposed use, provided that the off-site
parking is located on land zoned for commercial or industrial uses. All other uses must
provide parking on-site, except that off-street parking may be provided within 300 feet of

the use with a special use permit.

‘D, Ifa reducﬁon in the required parking is requested, pursuant to section 8-100 (A) (4) or (5)
of the zoning ordinance, complete the PARKING REDUCTION SUPPLEMENTAL
APPLICATION.

15. Please pfovide information regarding loading and unloading facilities for the use:

A. How many loading spaces are required for the use, per section 8-200 (B) of the

zoning ordinance? 0

B. How many loading spaces are available for the use? OWNE

C. Where are off-street loading facilities located?
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D. Durjﬁg what hours of the day do you expect loading/ulnloading operations to occur?

REGULAR. DELIVERIES Witl NeoT BE AN INTEGCRAL

FRRT oF oYR

E. How frequently are loading/unloading operations expected to occur, per day or per week,
as appropriate? ' : . :

W iis

16. Is street access to the subject property adequate or are any street improvements, such as a new
turning lane, necessary to minimize impacts on traffic flow?

SITE CHARACTERISTICS
17. Will the proposed uses be located in an existing building? [H/Y es [1 No
Do you propose to construct an addition to the building? [] Yes [!]/ No

How large will the addition be? A/ / A square feet.

18. What will the total area occupied by the proposed use be?

3 3G A sq. ft. (existing) + ©sq. ft. (addition if any) = 3,392 sq. ft. (total)

19. The proposed use is located in: (check one)
}({a stand alone building [ ] a house located in a residential zone [ ] a warehouse

[ ] a shopping center. Please provide name of the center:

[ ] an office building. Please provide name of the building:

[ ] other, please describe:

07/26/99 p:\zoning\pc-appl\forms\app-supl *xx

14
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Del Ray Citizens Association

PO Box 2233 Alexandria VA 22301
Established 1954

/

To: Eileen Fogarty, Director, Office of Planning and Zoning ,% Z}?,Z’/((,{Z Z@}f/’éc
Members of Alexandria Planning Commission 32 , P%’ZJM - 42)57

From: Amy Slack, Land Use Committee Co-Chair ,

Sarah Haut, Land Use Committee Co-Chair
Justin Wilson, President
Date: November 2, 2004

Subject: SUP#2004-0024, Curves at 2609 and 2611 Mt. Vernon Avenue.
Consideration of a request for a Special Use Permit to operate a fitness
studio/commercial school. Zoned CL/Commercial Low. Applicant: Jim
Gason.

The applicant, Jim Gasson and business partner Nicki Brintzenhofe, attended the Land
Use committee meeting on October 21, 2004 to discuss the proposal. We distributed
flyers and the item was announced in the Association newsletter. Planning staff,
Valerie Peterson attended.

Curves franchise provides and operates women’s fitness studios. The franchiser
dictates location. We understand they are more flexible with the corporate image than
other franchise operations that have recently approached the community.

The applicant has requested hours of operation of 6AM-9PM, Monday-Friday, 8AM-
1PM Saturday, closed Sunday. Classes of 30 students each last approx. 30 minutes
and are scheduled throughout the day. Mr. Gasson says there are about 120
members who live in the Del Ray area that attend Curves at Foxchase Center,
interested in attending Curves classes in Del Ray.

The adjacent parking lot will be leased to provide the required 12 spaces. The applicant
proposes improvements e.g. remove the dumpster and chain link fence, repave and/or
re-stripe, increase the lot capacity to 20 vehicles and, remove paving to create planting
beds or install freestanding planters to screen the vehicles.

The operation employs up to five people, receives small and infrequent deliveries,
requires modest trash facilities, and staff believes it generally to be a comparatively
low intensity SUP use compatible with the neighborhood.

The discussion touched on several issues that the applicant was not able to answer to
our satisfaction. The conversion of an office space would necessitate new mechanical
HVAC equipment; where is the proposed placement, how would it be screened from
view and the noise buffered from the adjacent residential units? What sort of lighting
is proposed for the exterior of the building? Did he have an example or concept for the
business sign? How would it address the entrance? )

Questions of great importance to us were; where would the building entrance be located
and what would it look like? Staff interpreted the Mt. Vernon Design Guidelines to
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read that the entrance must face onto the Avenue. That fagade is a curved wall of
glass block, the result of an earlier Mt. Vernon Avenue fagade improvement effort
decades ago. The committee questioned the feasibility of cutting through the block, a
feature we found pleasing, and whether the result could be attractive. If not, we
believed the entrance should be located elsewhere and suggested alternatives to
comply with the Guidelines intent. We offered compromise solutions that used the
structure as it exists to an advantage and would enhance the building without unduly
burdening the applicant.

The committee feels that this type of business is appropriate and beneficial to the
neighborhood. We support the application with conditions but recommended a
deferral. We felt strongly that the applicant needed to ascertain whether the proposed
entrance onto Mt. Vernon Avenue was truly feasible, would be attractive, and to
provide sketches we could address; without, we could not in good conscience
recommend our full approval.

At their October 28, 2004 meeting, the Executive Board supported the Land Use
committee recommendation for conditions of support and amended them to read:

e The applicant shall adhere to the Mt. Vernon Ave. Design Guidelines with respect to
lighting, signage, and landscaping. Landscape improvements shall shield the
parking lot from view and enhance the building entrance from the parking lot.

e The applicant shall adhere to the intent of the Mt. Vernon Avenue Design Guidelines

regarding the bldg. entrance. Architectural changes dictated to the front facade shall

preserve the existing glass block fagade, shall be in consultation with DRCA, and to
the satisfaction of the Director of Planning & Zoning.

Exterior lighting shall be downward directed and shielded to remain on site.

Trashcans or dumpster shall be enclosed and shielded from view.

No dumpster service will occur before 8:00 AM year round.

No vendor deliveries before 8:00 AM.

Exterior elements of mechanical equipment (HVAC, exhaust hoods) will be screened

for noise and in an attractive manner.

e The applicant shall incorporate vehicle wheel stops into paved sidewalks along
buildings adjacent to the parking lot.

e All advertising and promotional materials will include information about parking
availability and public transit options.

e The applicant shall require employees who drive to park off-street and will
encourage their use of carpools or public transit.

e The applicant shall provide a bike rack on site.

o The applicant shall participate in ‘shared parking’ opportunities.

Furthermore, we encourage the applicant to contact AEDP to investigate the Mt. Vernon

Avenue Facade Improvement Grant program and to consider ways to combine lighting,

signs, and building features into a comprehensive design effort.

We request your support for this position and welcome your questions and comments.
Please feel free to contact Co-chairs Amy Slack at 703-549-3412 or Sarah Haut at
703-838-9060 and President Justin Wilson at 703-299-1576.
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Del Ray Citizens Association

PO Box 2233 Alexandria VA 22301
Established 1954

To: Honorable Members of City Council
Eileen Fogarty, Director, Office of Planning and Zoning
From: Justin Wilson, President

Amy Slack, Land Use committee Co-chair
Sarah Haut, Land Use committee Co-chair

Date: November 9, 2004

Subject: SUP#2004-0024, Curves at 2609 and 2611 Mt. Vernon Avenue.
Consideration of a request for a Special Use Permit to operate a fitness
studio/commercial school. Zoned CL/Commercial Low. Applicant: Jim
Gason.

At the regular membership meeting of November 8, 2004, we voted to support the SUP
request and conditions as amended by the Planning Commission at the public hearing
on November 4, 2004.

We request your support for this position and welcome your questions and comments.

Please feel free to contact President Justin Wilson at 703-299-1576 and Co-chairs
Amy Slack at 703-549-3412 or Sarah Haut at 703-838-9060.
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APPLICATION for SPECIAL USE PERMIT 400040007
[rmust use black ink or type] | | |
PROPERTY LOCATIONQ 260426 [ T VERNoN AUE ., DEC RAY
A% MAP REFERENCE: M. IYL08 008, zone:_ CL
APPLICANT Name: kfm & Assav | | |
adiess 435 Hoimes Run DR - FRLLS CHucH | UA 2707

'

PROPERTY OWNER Name: M /NERVA  GUT/E RLREZ
Address: /607 M. EKrRKFwoodD /eD, L2l ;NG TN Z22-T781

PROPOSED USE: (W/omEN'S FITNESS CLASSES.

(comm ereal 4 m//\

THE UNDERSIGNED, hereby applies for a Special Use Permit in accordance with the provisions of Article XI,
Section 11-500 of the 1992 Zoning Ordinance of the City of Alexandria, Virginia.

" THE UNDERSIGNED, having obtained permission from the property owner, hereby grants permission to the City
of A}exandria to post placard notice pn the property for which this application is requested, pursuant to Article XI, Section
11-301(B) of the 1992 Zoning Ordinance of the City of Alexandria, Virginia. . .

'THE UNDERSIGNED hereby attests that all of the information herein provided and speciﬁcalfy including all surveys,
drawings, etc., required to be furnished by the applicant are true, correct and accurate to the best of their knowledge and belief.
The applicant is hereby notified that any written materials, drawings or illustrations submitted in support of this application and
any specific oral representations made to the Planning Commission or City Council in the course of public hearings on this
application will be binding on the applicant unless those materials or representations are clearly stated to be non-binding or
illustrative of general plans and intentions, subject to substantial revision, pursuant to Article XI, Section 11-207(A)(10), of the

1992 Zoning Ordinance of the City of Alexandria, Virginia.
a—
i GhsSoN %W

Print Name of Applicant or Agent y S¥gnature

235 Hotmes Run DE. H3-500-§728 F23-5C0- §52F
Mailing/Street Address Telephone # Fax #

FALLS CHVRCH VA 220%2 AGIST 20, 2004

City and State Zip Code Date

==—====== DO NOT WRITE BELOW THIS LINE - OFFICE USE ONLY

Application Received: Date & Fee Paid: $

ACTION - CITY COUNCIL: __11/13/04 CC approved Planning Commissi ation 7-0

07/26/99 p:\zoning\pc-appl\fonns\app-supl i




