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EXHIBIT NO.

City of Alexandrfa, Virginia

REVISED MEMORANDUM
DATE: FEBRUARY 20, 2007
TO: THE HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF CITY COUNCIL
FROM: JAMES K. HARTMANN, CITY MANAGER

SUBJECT: REVISED LIST OF PROPOSED VALUABLE OPEN SPACE SITES

ISSUE: Revised list of Proposed Valuable Open Space Sites in the City of Alexandria.

RECOMMENDATION: After the public hearing, that City Council:

(D) Receive the revised list of 2007 Valuable Open Space Sites included within this report;

(2)  Approve the proposed revised list of Valuable Open Space Sites, as the list of primary
open space properties in Alexandna that the Council intends to consider for possible
future acquisition by the City through voluntary means, or to work with the property
owner to protect the property by other means including conservation easements, or right
of first refusal; and

(3)  Direct staff to proceed with the work to further achieve the goals of the City’s Open
Space Master Plan.

BACKGROUND: At the September 20, 2005, City Council public hearing to review the Open
Space Steering Committee 2005 Report and Recommendations for Priority Open Space Sites
(Attachment), Council deferred this item and directed staff to develop a revised list, reorganizing
the properties. Following the deferral of this report in September, 2005, staff conducted further
analysis of each listed site, and considered the availability and interest of the current property
owners as factors for future recommendations. Included in this report is an update on the status of
the open space priority sites listed in 2004 and a revised list of the 2005 properties, no longer
labeled with the word “priority.” Properties in the 2005 recommendations are now labeled with
the phrase “2007 Valuable Open Space,” which the City will seek to preserve through voluntary
mechanisms that in addition to purchase, include the development process, right of first refusal,
voluntary conservation easements, or other means.

The revised list of priority sites which are recommended has not changed since this report was
received by Council at its January 9, 2007, meeting. However, some of the text in this report has
been amended and new attachments printed.



STATUS REPORT ON 2004 PRIORITY SITES LIST

In 2004, Council approved ten properties (or groups of properties) as 2004 Priority Open Space
Sites to be protected as valuable open space. Council also approved an Action Plan which
included specific actions that should take place as to each site. Three of the properties on the
2004 Priority Site list (Seminary Forest, Lloyds Lane and Second Presbyterian) have been
removed because open space value on those sites has been achieved. The work to achieve and
presérve the open space value of the remaining sites continues. Indicated below are the steps that
were taken pursuant to Council’s approved Action Plan and status of each of the 2004 Priority
Sites.

1. Waterfront Properties

a. Old Dominion Boat Club: Council deferred acquisition activity of this
site, and directed discussions between the City and ODBC to begin.
Positive discussions are ongoing, and expected to conclude in early 2007.

b. The Strand: Staff is working with property owners with the intent of
achieving a negotiated, mutually agreeable purchase price for these
properties. While three of the parcels have successfully been purchased,
the work on the remaining three parcels, and ongoing discussions with
property owners continues. In the 2005 Open Space Report and
Recommendations, the Open Space Steering Committee recommended that
the Strand properties priority site be expanded to include the small parcel in
front of Point Lumley Park adjacent to the other Strand parcels already
listed. Thus, all private property on the east side of the Strand between
Prince Street and Duke Street is now included in the proposed Valuable
Open Space Sites designation. The additional small parcel is owned by
Robinson Terminal and is located at 1 Duke Street.

2. Mount Vernon Trail: The City has discussed this property with VDOT, which
owns the property as part of the Hunting Towers parcel. VDOT plans to sell the
entire property and has indicated that providing a trail easement is likely. In
December of 2005 the U.S. Department of the Interior acknowledged its support
for the provision of this easement to the City. The City continues its discussions
with VDOT. - -

3. Seminary Forest: The City purchased this important five acre open space site in
December 2004. As a result, the site has been removed from the Priority Site List.

4, Clermont Cove: The status of this long term open space property remains
unchanged. No current development plans have been recently submitted for this
site.



5. Monticello Park Area: NVCT successfully negotiated a conservation easement
on the Kust property at 3104 Russell Road in January, 2006 and NVCT continues
to work with neighboring property owners.

6. George Washington Masonic Temple Open Space: Contact with
representatives of the Temple was initiated in order to inform the Temple about
the City’s open space program. Based on these discussions, staff was informed by
the property owner that they are not interested in pursuing discussions with the
City regarding open space on their property at this time.

7. Seminary/Beauregard property: Inthe Open Space Steering Committee’s 2005
report and recommendations, it was recommended that two additional individual
parcels located at 2638 and 2648 Foster Avenue (Tax Map #'s 010.04.03-18 and
010.04.03-21) be added to this site, which would increase the potential area for
open space use.

8. Lloyds Lane: A .36 acre portion of this site has been preserved with a
conservation easement held by NVCT, with maintenance of the area provided by
the owners. Therefore, this development site has been removed from the Priority
Site List.

9. Braddock/Valley/Ridge: This site includes several parcels with two property
owners. NVCT has had discussions with those property owners regarding a
conservation easement that would preserve the undeveloped portion of the
properties.

10.  Second Presbyterian: Over an acre (1.14 acres) of land at the corner of the site
will be preserved in perpetuity and dedicated as City parkland. This development

site has been removed from the Priority Site List.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR VALUABLE OPEN SPACE SITES 2007

In response to the concerns raised at the September, 2005 City Council public hearing, staff
updated the Priority Open Space Sites list, and is now proposing two separate categories. By
having two separate categories, those properties, where there is an owner willing to discuss
selling the property to the City, are proposed to be put on a “Valuable Open Space Acquisition
Site” list, and those properties where the owners are not willing to negotiate a sale (or other such
preservation mechanism) with the City, the list “Valuable Open Space Protective Sites” is
proposed. This creation of two separate lists for open space is aimed at keeping public
recognition of the value of these specific open space sites, but without the existence of an intent
of City purchase of the “Valuable Open Space Protective Sites” as long as the owners of those
sites are not interested in selling to the City.




Valuable Open Space Acquisition Sites: The first category includes valuable open
space sites where the property owners have been willing to discuss with the City potential
acquisition or where negotiations for acquisition are underway and/or approved. These
sites are:

a. The Waterfront Properties forwarded from the 2004 Priority Open Space list
and including the additional Robinson Terminal Property. These include 204 and
208 Strand Street, 1 Duke Street as well as 1 and 2 King Street. While the ODBC
properties remain on this list, it is contemplated, based upon positive discussions to
date with the ODBC, that a mutually beneficial solution can be agreed to between
the City and the ODBC. As per Council’s prior action, no acquisition activity
would occur by the City while discussions with ODBC continue. The City has
purchased three waterfront properties (0 Prince, 200 Strand and 210 Strand) over
the last 15 months.

b. The Four Mile Run/Mount Vernon Avenue Properties nominated in 2005.
These four properties at 4109, 4115, 4121 and 4125 Mt. Vernon Avenue were
purchased by the City. These properties can now be removed from the list.

Valuable Open Space Protection Sites: The second category includes the remaining sites
proposed by the Open Space Steering Committee in its 2005 report (Attachment 1), as
these sites are also considered valuable open space within the City. In response to City
Council and resident concerns, it is important to note that the listed sites are recommended
to be considered as currently valuable open space in Alexandria, but with no City intent to
acquire unless the owners voluntarily decided to negotiate with the City. Staff is
recommending that the City work with any of the listed property owners on a strictly
voluntary basis to achieve preservation of all or some portions of the valuable open space
properties. Some properties are better suited for potential easements, some could be
partially developed with open space as an element of the development plan, while others
would be ideally suited for right-of-first refusal, and other methods of preservation
implemented through the City’s development process. After the January 9 Council
meeting, staff wrote each property owner (Attachment 4) and let them know that their
properties were on this list and any purchase negotiations would be voluntary. Only two
property owners responded (see Attachments 2 and 3) and neither objected to their sites
being listed.



The proposed Valuable Open Space Protection Sites 2007, listed in alphabetical order, are as
follows:

Proposed Valuable Open Space Protection Sites 2007*

Alexandria Sanitation Authority (ASA)/Hooff"s Run Trail
Backlick Run Trail '
Braddock Place? (letter from property owner/Attachment 2)
Braddock Road Metrorail Site?

Episcopal High School (West Woods)

Episcopal High School (East Buffer)

Hooff’s Run Greenway (Linear Park)

King Street Metro (parking lot)

Mirant Plant®

Virginia Theological Seminary (letter from property owner/Attachment 3)
Water Company (Duke St)

Yates Properties (King Street)

Yokum/Edsall
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Descriptions of these sites can be found in the Open Space Steering Committee’s 2005 Report and
Recommendations (Attachment 1). While a number of the property owners for these sites have
indicated that they are not interested in negotiating the City acquiring their properties, the Open
Space Steering Committee’s past review determined the sites to have value to the City as open
space. Also, some owners at some point in the future may change their mind about selling to the
City, such as the former owner of the four Mt. Vernon parcels changed his mind about selling to
the City. Therefore, these will remain listed with the recommendation that the City seek to
preserve some or all of the open space on the properties through voluntary mechanisms that

include development requirements, voluntary conservation easements, right-of-first refusal, or
other means.

FISCAL IMPACT: The cost of acquiring or otherwise protecting the properties on the list of
“Valuable Open Space Sites” will need to be determined for each site. While assessed values are
known, further analysis will be required to estimate current fair market value, if and when a site (or
portions thereof), based on the owners interest, becomes available for City consideration.

1Plrt:vimtsly labeled *20035 sites,” but now re-labeled as “2007 sites” to reflect Valuable Open Space
Acquisition and Protective Sites for the year ahead.

*The Braddock Road Small Area Plan now under discussion and review will address how open space can
be an element of the development of these two sites.

*The upcoming Waterfront Plan will address this site.
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ATTACHMENTS:

Attachment 1. Open Space Steering Committee 2005 Report and Recommendations for Priority
Open Space Sites (June 2005)

Attachment 2. Letter from Madison Street, LLC, property owner of Braddock Place site

Attachment 3. Letter from Virginia Theological Seminary, property owner of VTS site

Attachment 4. Sample letter sent to property owners

STAFF:

Mark Jinks, Deputy City Manager

Michele Evans, Deputy City Manager

Kirk Kincannon, Director, RPCA

Aimee Vosper, Landscape Architect Supervisor, RPCA
Laura Durham, Open Space Coordinator, RPCA



DATE:

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

Attachment 1

EXHIBIT NO. ___ﬂl____ ossc_zoos Priority Sitcs Report
q-30-05
City of Alexandria, Virginia o —

MEMORANDUM

JUNE 9, 2005
THE HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF CITY COUNCIL
JAMES K. HARTMANN, CITY MANAGER

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE OPEN SPACE STEERING COMMITTEE

ISSUE: Recommendations of the Open Space Steering Committee (“Committee”), including its
updated list of Priority Sites for potential acquisition or protection.

RECOMMENDATION: That City Counxil:
Receive the Open Space Steering Committee theco;nmruiaﬁoru, 2005 report (attached),

1))
)

€))

Plan for and conduct a public hearing in the fall of 2005 (Saturday, September 17) on the
Open Space Steering Committee’s recommendations, including its list of Open Space
Priority Sites;

Following the public hearing in the fall:

a

approve and adopt the Committee’s recommended list of Open Space Priority
Sites, or an amended version of that list, as the list of primary properties in
Alexandria that the Council intends to consider either for acquisition by the City,
or for City initiation of other protective measures designed to retain the properties’
open space features and values;

approve and adopt the Committee’s recommended list of Voluntary Conservation
Easement propetties; '

approve and adopt the Committee’s proposal for the future structure of an Open
Space Committee;

request the City Manager, after the fall public hearing and the approval of a list of
2005 Priority Sites, provide to Council an Action Plan for the City acquisition of,
or initiation of other protective measures relating to, the properties on the City
Council’s list of Open Space 2003 Priority Sites.




BA RO : Attached to this memorandum are the Open Space Steering Committee’s

recommendations for 2005 (Attachment 1). In order to put the recommendations in context, the
memo aiso updates Council on the implementation steps it and the Committee have taken over the
last two years, and updates Council on the status of its approved Priority Sites from 2004,

PEN SP. N
After the adoption of the Open Space Plan in 2003, Council extended the term of the

Open Space Steering Committee in order for the Committee to guide the implementation
of the Plan over the following two years. The Committee was asked specifically to work
on prioritizing properties for open space protection, including by acquisition, and finding
and assessing the relative merits of open space parcels in the City, which has been its
major focus. In addition to the prioritization work, the Committee has engaged in
outreach efforts in the community, helping to share Council’s vision of the City and its
quality of life. Council and the Committee have also worked on the Pocket Park issue,
and worked with the Northern Virginia Conservation Trust on conservation easements.
The City's specific work on open space implementation includes the following:

L

A

Priority Sites

After a public hearing in September 2004, Council approved the Committee’s list
of Open Space Priority Sites. It also approved criteria for property to be reviewed
for its value as open space, with the criteria to be used in making determinations
about future Priority Site properties. Significantly, Council debated what it would
mean to be on the list of Priority Sites, and adopted language specifically
addressing that issue. In sum, a property placed on the open space Priority Site list
is one that is being recognized for its open space value and for the City’s interest in
preserving those values. If, after discussion with the owners and after specific
action from Council, it is determined that the appropriate way to preserve the land
is through acquisition, then steps may be taken to do so. Other means of
preservation, including conservation easements, would also be considered.

On November 9, 2004, Council adopted an Action Plan for each of the properties
on the approved open space Priority List and directed staff to begin its
implementation.

Over the last year, the Committee has reviewed additional propesties in the City,
and written to all civic associations asking for nominations for property to be
preserved as open space. The Committee is now recommending additional
propertics to be added to the existing Priority List. The 2005 Priority Site
properties are listed in Section I of this memorandum and discussed in more
detail in Attachment I'V.

Pocket Parks

In September 2004, Council directed that a separate category of properties be
created for Pocket Parks that would not compete against larger sites for priority or
funding. Council asked that the Committee consider how best to approach the
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Pocket Park issue, and in March 2005 Council approved the Committee’s
recommended Pocket Park definition, criteria for selection, its procedure for
nominations by neighborhoods, and its recommendation that a minimum goal of
20% of the City’s annual open space money be used for acquisition of Pocket
Parks. Staff then wrote to all civic associations in the City, explaining the program
and including the Pocket Park criteria and a nomination form. The deadline for
nominations was extended from March 31 to April 15, in order to allow sufficient
time for interested groups to participate.

While a number of nominations have been received and staff and the Commitiee
have begun to assess the nominated properties’ appropriateness as Pocket Parks,
specific Pocket Park recommendations are not included in the Committee’s current
attached recommendations. One of the critical criteria for Pocket Parks is the
extent to which neighborhoods, property owners, or citizen groups are willing to
participate in the responsibility for the acquisition and/or maintenance of the parks,
in order to show their commitment to the City effort, and to defray important
budget dollars. However, since most of the nominations received do not address
this point in sufficient detail, staff is contacting each of the nominators in order to
explore the level of existing and potential commitment, The Commuttee’s work to
judge the nominations and rank the selections will be undertaken in June, with its
recommendations to come to Council prior to its public hearing on open space in
September 2005.

Voluntary Conservation Easement Properties

The Committee has recommended that a series of private properties be recognized
for their conservation value, as important open spaces in the City which contribute
to the green space, climate control, beauty and tree canopy of the City. The
Committee is not recommending these properties for acquisition. Instead, it
suggests that staff and the Northern Virginia Conservation Trust approach the
owners about the possibility of placing a conservation easement on the properties.
The placing of these easements would be voluntary on the part of the property
owners, If the property owners are not interested in a voluntary conservation
easement, the Commiittee is not recommending any other action with regard to the
properties at this time.

Qutreach

The Committee has engaged in significant outreach activities over the past two
years. In addition to expansive material, including the Open Space Plan, the
Committee Report, the Pocket Park program material on the web, and the printing
and dissemination of colorful brochures, committee members have visited
numerous civic association and community group meetings. A well advertised
community meeting was held in October of 2004 at the Mount Vernon Elementary
School, and an Easement Seminar was conducted at Maury Elementary School in
November of 2004. Outreach work continues, and recent meetings and
discussions have focused on a number of specific issues, including pocket parks
nominations and criteria.




n ccompli. {{]
Over the past year, the City has established an Urban Forestry Task Force, has
implemented its plan to beautify Gateways, and has begun a stream restoration
project for Holmes Run. The work with Ardington County to design an improved
Four Mile Run channel for both environimental and recreational purposes
continues. In addition, a City staff position for an Open Space Coordinator was
created and filled in March 2005.

In terms of acquiring and preserving additional open space, the City continues to
be very active. Aftached is a chart detailing the land that has been acquired,
dedicated, preserved or planned to be preserved as open space as part of
development approvals over the past two years (Attachment IT).

There have been significant requirements in several residential development
approvals in and around Old Town that have included public open space areas.
The public urban pocket parks required as part of the Postmasters, 1500 King
Street and Hennage developments will include landscaping and pedestrian
amenities and will be publically accessible by the community. In addition to open
space as part of the urban projects approved, a number of tree conservation areas
were also included in recent development approvals.

N inj iop T C

The City has been working for two years with NVCT to encourage landowners to
preserve their property with conservation easements. NVCT was involved with
last year’s Easement Seminar, and will continue its relationship with the City as
open space implementation conlinues. Mike Nardolilli, Vice-President and
General Counsel of NVCT, attends Committee meetings and is an important
contributor regarding the technicalities of easements. Over the last year, the Trust
has finalized the easements for Battery Heights and 1900 Russell Road (at Lloyd’s
Lane), and is currently in specific discussions with eight additional property
owners regarding potential new casements.

Open Space Trust Fund Account
To make clear Council’s commitment to open space, including open space

acquisition, in 2003, 2004 and 2005 Council approved a dedicated one cent set
aside of the real property tax rate revenue toward the acquisition of open space.
In 2004, Council used part of the revenues from the dedicated one cent and issued
$10 million in bonds for open space acquisition. Staff since has estimated that the
City could purchase a total of 40.8 acres from FY 2007 through FY 2015 with the
estimated $41.4 million available over that time period and made available for land
purchases. As of March 2004, citizens and other interested parties can make
contributions to the Open Space Trust Fund Account online through the City’s
new E-Check program.




II. TA REPORTON 2004 P RITY LIST S
In 2004, Council approved ten properties as Priority Sites to be protected as valuable
open space. Council also approved an Action Plan which specified the specific actions
that should take place as to each site. Three of the properties on the 2004 Priority Site list
have been removed because the open space value of those sites has been achieved. The
work to achieve and preserve the open space value of the remaining sites continues.
Indicated below are the steps that were taken pursuant to Council’s approved Action Plan
and status of each of the 2004 Priority Sites.

A Waterfront Properties

(1) Oid Dominion Boat Club: Council acted to defer action on this site for
the purpose of moving forward, and directed staff to begin discussions with
ODBC. A task force formed by Mayor Euille has been meeting with
ODBC and working on a feasibility study regarding a modemized Boat
Club facility. Based on these discussions, staff will present a
recommendation to Council at a later date.

(2)  The Strand: Staff is working with appraisers and property owners with
the intent of achieving a negotiated, mutually agreeable purchase price for
these properties. The work on both appraisals and ongoing discussions
with properly owners continues.

B. Mount Vernon Trail: We have discussed this property with VDOT, which owns
the property as part of the Hunting Towers parcel. VDOT plans to sell the entire
property and has had appraisals performed in order to determine how much the
easement, if agreed to, would deduct from the value of the Hunting Towers parcel.

- The City expects to be negotiating with VDOT for an easement for this important
trail connection in the next few months.

C. Seminary Forest: The City purchased this important open space site in December
2004. As a result, the site has been removed from the Priority Site list.

D. Clermeont Cove: The status of this long term open space property remains
unchanged. No development plans have been received nor are any under
discussion for this site.

E. Monticello Park Area: Representatives of NVCT have been working with the
property owners toward potential conservation easements.

F. George Washington Masonic Temple Open Space: Contact with
representatives of the Temple has been initiated in order to inform the Temple
about the City’s open space program as well as to begin discussions about this
priority site.




Seminary/Beauregard property: Staff and the Committee have considered the
feasibility of locating a West End Park at this location. There are several issues
with the property, one of them being the size and configuration of the parcels
included in the 2004 Priority List, Therefore, as discussed below, the Committee is
recommending that two additional individual parcels be added to this site, which
will make it more appropriate for its eventual open space use. (See Attachment I
Committee Recommendations)

Lloyds Lane: This development site has been removed from the Priority Site list.
A significant portion of it has been preserved with a conservation easement held by
NVCT.

Braddock/Valtey/Ridge: This site includes several parcels with two property
owners. NVCT is currently in discussions with those property owners regarding a
conservation easement that would preserve the undeveloped portion of the

properties.

Second Presbyterian: This development site has been removed from the Priority
Site list. Over an acre of land at the corner of the site will be preserved with a
permancnt restriction open space granted from the developer/owner of the

- property.

2005 COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS

In its continuing work, under Council’s direction, the Open Space Steering Commitiee has
met once or twice each month over the last year. In addition to its work on Pocket Parks,
which continues, the Committee came 10 consensus regarding the following
recommendations over the last year. (See Committee’s Recommendations, 2005,
Attachment 1)

A

Additions to 2004 Priority Sites: In reviewing the 2004 selections and reviewing
additional properties to make its Priority Site selections for 2005, the Committee
found that two of the properties listed on the 2004 Priority Site list would be
enhanced by the addition of land 10 the original listings. Therefore, the Committee
recommends that the following properties (described in more detail in the
Committee Recommendations in Attachment 1) be added to the 2004 Priority Site
list:

(1)  Waterfront/Strand: Add the small parcet on The Strand adjacent to the
priority sites. The land is owned by Robinson Termina! and completes the
desired agssembly of parcels along The Strand between Prince and Duke
Streets. It does not include the Robinson Terminal site which is south of
Duke Street.

SR




(2) Seminary/Beauregard: Add two additionat vacant, privately owned
properties to this property at the corner of Seminary and Beauregard in
order to enhance the prospects for making this site into a West End Park.

2003 Priority Sites: Attached as part of the Open Space Steering Commitiee
Recommendations, 2005, are those properties that the Committec recommends be
approved as Priority Sites. The Recommendations’ listing by the Committee is only
recognition that the properties are viewed by the Committee as possessing
important open space values and representing valuable open space resources. The
recommendations are not intended to imply that City Council will take specific
action on any of the specific properties that the Committee identifies below.

The Recommended 2005 Priority List includes 14 properties. It is longer and
different from last year's list, as more fully explained by the Committee in its
Recommendations report, and results in the following sites, within the following

categories:

(1)  Cwurrent Open Space Prigrities:
(a)  Water Company (Duke Street)
(b)  Four Mile Run/Mt. Vernon Ave.
(c)  Yates Property (King Street)
(d) - Braddock Place (Madison Street)
() Yoakum/Edsall

(2) Futu n Space Prioritigs:
(a8) Mirant Plant
(b)  Braddock Road Metro (parking lot)
(c)  King Street Metro (parking lot)

(3)  Trail Copnections:
(3)  Alexandria Sanitation Authority/Hooff's Run trail
(b)  Backlick Run trail
{(¢) Hooff's Run Greenway/Linear Park

(4)  Preservation Opportunities:
(a)  Virginia Theological Seminary
()  Episcopal High School West Woods
(c)  Episcopal High School East Buffer

(5)  Add to “Additional Opportunities” list.

()  Garvey Property (King Street) (It should be noted that the property
has received site plan approval by the Planning Commission for
three single family homes.)

(b))  Giebe Road Railbed (at West Glebe and Russell Road)

(¢)  King/Rosemont Path

(d)  Scottish Rite (rear yard st Braddock Road and King Street)
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ement Properties: In addition to the Priority Site properties, there are many
sites in the City which should be preserved by other means. While not candidates

for acquisition, these properties are consistent with the Open Space Plan and have .

great open space and conservation value. The Committee reviewed both the list of
Open Space Opportunities sites listed in its 2004 report and the nominations
submitted by citizens for open space priorities for 2005. The Committee concluded
that there should be an additional list of those properties that the City targets for
discussions with the property owners and work by NVCT, in order to see if there
is voluntary interest in conservation easements. The properties are primarily single
family homes on large lots, which theoretically could be subdivided/developed.
These sites are not always publicly accessible, and would not be required to be in
the future. They are included in the Committee’s recommendation for action by
Council due to their conservation value to the City, and to direct their attention to
staff and NVCT. Qwners of the properties have been notified that the sites are on
a Voluntary Conservation Easement list, and some properties are already the
subject of discussion between the homeowners and NVCT.

Future Structure of Open Space Steering Committee: Council asked the

Committee to make specific recommendations about how best to continue to
implement the Plan and whether a committee or alternative guidance body should
be involved. The Committee recommends that a committee similar to the existing
Committee be formed to continue its work for the next three years. Irecommend
that Council consider this recommendation in the fall and act on it following the

September public hearing.
Open Space Trust Fund Account: The Committee reiterates its support for the

one cent set aside for opeén space. The Committee also continues its support for
restricting the use of the Open Space Trust Fund Account money to the cost of

acquiring open space land.

FISCAL IMPACT: The cost of acquiring or otherwise protecting the propertics on the list of
“Priority Sites” has not been determined. While assessed values are known, further analysis is

needed to atinmte purchase prices. As proposed in the above recommendations, once a list of

“Priority Sites” has been approved by Council, staff will estimate these costs and return to
Council in the fall with an overall plan for acquisition or the undertaking of other appropriate
protective measures.
ATTACHMENTS:

L Open Space Steering Committee Recommendations, 2005

IL Open Space Actions (FY 2004 and FY 2005)

II. 2005 Open Space Criteria

IV. 2005 Overall Map of Priority Sites with the Green Crescent -

V. 2005 Priority Site Maps

VL 2004 Priority Site Descriptions

VII. 2004 Priority Site Ranking Matrix




STAFF:
Kirk Kincannon, Director, Recreation, Parks and Cuitural Activities

Laura Durham, Open Space Coardinator

Aimee Vosper, Supervisor Landscape Architect

Jean Federico, Director, Office of Historic Alexandria

Rich Baier, Director, Transportation and Environmental Services
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OPEN SPACE STEERING COMMITTEE
June 10, 2005

To The Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council:

The Alexandria Open Space Steering Committee is pleased to forward to you the product
of the second year of our interim assignment to begin implementation of the Open Space Plan.
This plan, adopted in April of 2003, laid out an ambitious course of action for open space
preservation in our City. We think our work over the last two years has addressed the challenges
and instituted procedures that will guide the open space wolk far into the future

Working closcly over this past year with staff from the four departments involved with
open space issues, the Open Space Steering Commitice reached out this year to involve the broad
community in nominating parcels for consideration. We held a community meeting and met with
a number of civic associations to belp refine the nomination process, as well as explore a second,
scparate category of open space, the pocket parks.

Attached you will find the sccond round of prioritized sites over onc half acre in size
nominated from across the City. Those parcels still outstanding from last year’s list remain on
this list, but a round of ncw ones have been added. Some of these with tremendous potential have
been brought to our attention through the citizen nomination process. We think you will agree
that these new sites could be very exciting additions to our public estate.

Last spring, City Council gave our group instruction and guidance to develop a
frecstanding pocket park program and nomination process to assurc that important smaller
ncighborhood parks could get the attention and resources they deserved. The community
nomination process for pocket parks was refined this spring and approved by the City Council in
March, 2005, following behind the deadline for the other open space nominations. The Open
Space Steering Committee is still reviewing this category of nominations and we will forward our
final list for City Council action in September, Some parcels originally nominated in the general
open space category were moved to the pocket park category where they can compete better
because of their size. Nominations in this catcgory of smaller lands, under onc-half acre, have
produced some very exciting possibilitics, as well.

The City has taken many ather important steps in the last year, which will assure the
maturation and cffectiveness of the open space program over time. The most important of these
is that Laura Durham has been hired as the full-time Open Space Coordinator. Laura comes to
this program from the Planning Department and brings a wealth of experience and professional
expextise 1o this position,

Additionally, the City Council has just allocated for the third year onc cent of the
assessed value of real estate in owr commumity for open space acquisition. In FY 2006 we believe
this allocstion will gamer about $2.8 million for opea space protection in the City. Also, in fall -
of 2004 the City issued $10 million in bonds in order to purchase open space such as several key
waterfront parcels. These land purchases and a plan for the central area of our waterfroat will
follow in the next several years, but the important and critical first steps to set the process in
motion have been taken.  Additionally, we are going into our third year of what continucs to be 8
succcssful partnership with the Northern Virginia Conservation Trust (NVCT).  Their role in
open space here in the City is to work with private landowners to execute conservation
cascments, a oumber of which they curreatly have in process.




We have also madc progress on trail connections as a part of the open space process, but
this category of purchases and casements remains a challenge for the whole community. Yet,
according o the polling completed for our Recreational Needs Assessment, existing trails and
new trails are the most important recreational need we have in the City. With a new focus from
the City Council on trails for pedestrians and bicycles, we should be able to garner more support
for acquiring trail routes and connections through the open space plan. The Mt. Vernon Trail
*  connection south of the Woodrow Wilson Bridge, on the prionity list from last year, has not yet
been secured and remains a prime concern. The City is currently working closely with VDOT to
move this forward. Other trail connections in the Green Crescent, as this one iy, remain among
the highest priority in the plan. Progress on trails and open space in the Four Mile Run area is
moving forward as a part of the exciting joint design process with Arlington County addressing at
that location.

In the first year of implementing an Open Space program, the City was successful in
purchasing or otherwise protecting nearly 25 acres of open space. With a goal of 100 acres in the
ten years between 2003 and 2013, last year should be vicwed as a banner year. This second year
the actual acres protected arc far fewer but we feel that we have significantly moved forward the
process of protecting a number of key parcels and positioned oursclves on a number of critical
places for strategic purchases and cascments acquisitions to occur in the next few years.

In closing, | would note that the critical public support for this program continues to
strengthen as we move forward.  As for our own Steering Committee, [ would like to take this
opportunity to extend my personal thanks to cach of them for an incredible amount of work in
what has been 2 labor of love. As you know this group, most of whom worked over several years
to put the open space plan together, was asked to give this additional two years of service to get
its implementation underway. We did so gladly. The term of this interim service will come to
an end in September and a permanent structure for citizen involvement will nocd to be put in
place. We have given great consideration to what might be the best sort of group to follow on
with our work. In the end, we think it should be similar ¢o the current structure. All evidence is
that this has worked well. Our full recommendation is attached in the body of this report.

Our whole City should be extremety proud of what we have done together to address our
open space neods. Mauy more opportunities and challenges lie ahead, but we are better equipped
at this point to mect those challenges than virtually sy other commumity ¥ know of.

Judy Noritake
Co-Chair
Open Space Steering Committee
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OPEN SPACE STEERING COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS, 2005

RECOMMENDATION ONE: ADDITIONS TO 2004 PRIORITY SITE

The Open Space Steering Committee (Committee) recommends that property be added to two
2004 Priority Sites, as follows:

1. Waterfront/Strand. This priority site should be expanded to include the small parcel adjacent
to the ones already listed, in order to include all private property on the east side of the Strand
between Prince Street and Duke Street. The land is owsed by Robinson Terminal and located at
1 Duke Street (Tax Map #075.03.03-14). See attached map. Its omission on the 2004 Priority
Site list was an oversight.

2. Seminary/Beauregard. The prospects for making this site at Seminary and Beauregard into a
West End Park are enhanced by the addition of two adjacent vacant, privately owned properties
located at 2638 and 2648 Foster Avenue (Tax Map #’s 010.04.03-18 and 010.04.03-21) See
attached map.

The 2004 approved priority sites are listed on the next page.

RECOMMENDATION TWO: 2005 PRIORITY SITES

The following is a list of Priority Sites that the Committee recommends for City Council
consideration. Qur listing of these properties is based on our view that the properties possess
very important open space values, and that the City, working with the property owners, should
explore the alternative means that may be available to achieve the preservation of those values.

The properties proposed for 2005 Priority Sites come primanly from two sources. First, the
Committee solicited nominations from civic associations and community groups throughout the
City. In addition, a subcommittee of the Committee re-examined the list of Open Space
Opportunities that were included in the Committec’s 2004 Report. After review by the full
Comnuttee,thept'operucswmdxswssedﬁlllymdscored according tothemtemappmved by
Council last year.

The priority list for 2005 differs from the 2004 list in that the ten 2004 Priority Sites were the
determined by reviewing and selecting some of the well known open space sites across the city.
For 2005, the Committee worked mainly from properties listed under “Open Space
Opportunities” in the Committee’s 2004 report and from new citizen nominations. The
Committee recommendations are therefore more numerous and closely ranked. This second year
of priorities includes 18 properties, 14 of which ranked very high (of a possible 15 score, 14
ranked at 10 or above).




We provide the 2005 priority sites in three forms. First we list the sites together with the 2004
Priority Sites in order to form a master list. Second, we are including a matrix showing the scores
and relative rankings of each of the Priornity Sites based on each of the Council approved criterion.

Finally, we have analyzed the sites and grouped them appropriately in terms of the type of open
space value and opportunity they represent for the City.

MASTER LIST OPEN SPACE PRIORITIES

2004 PRIORITY SITES

Waterfront

Mount Vemon Trail
Seminary/Beauregard
Clermont Cove
Masonic Temple-
Braddock/Valley/Ridge
Monticello Park

2005 PRIORITY SITES

Mirant Plant

ASA/Hooff's Run Trail

Backlick Run Trail

Virginia Theological Seminary
Water Company (Duke St)

Four Mile RunvMt Vernon Ave
Hooff's Run Greenway (Linear Park)
Episcopal High School (West Woods)
Braddock Place ,

Yates Properties (King Street)
Braddock Road Metro (parking lot)
King Street Metro (parking lot)
Episcopal High School (East Buffer)
Yokum/Edsall




Open Space Priority Sites Matrix, 2003

Subcommittoe Nominated Sites Ramk  |pommg 1o |2-f3-]4"|5°
: Score

1. Mirant Plant 1 145 3 235 |3 K} 3
1. ASA/Hoofl's Run Trall 1 1435 3 fJas 3 I3 [3
2. Backlick Run Trall 2 14 3 [2 |3 |3 |3
2. Virginia Theslegical Seminary 2 14 3 |3 3 {2 3
3. Feur Mile Run/M¢t. Vernon Aveaue 13 135 25 |2 f3 [3 [3
3. Water Company (Duke Street) 3 135 3 J25 [3 |2 |3
4. Hoeff"s Rum Greemway (Limear Park) 4 13 3 2 (2 |3 |3
4 Eplacepal High Scheol (West Weads) : 3. |3 3 3 [T |3
5. Yates Property 5 12 25 J25 j2 ]2 |3
5. Braddeck Place” 5 12 3 ]2 2 §3 ]2
6. Eplecepal High Schael (Exst Buffer) 6 11.5 2 4 25 11 3
6. Braddock Metre (parking kut) 6 1.5 3 |1 }3s |3 |2
6. Kimg St. Matre (pariing let) [ 115 3 1 25 13 2
7. Youkum/Fdsall 7 10.5 2 25 |1 3 2
& Garvey Property (King Street) ** . 8 9 25 J25 {15 ]2 |1
8. Glebe Trallbed (Linesr Park)** (] 9 25 f1 |1 (3 |13
s. Mo)ﬂnm Path (Nelghberhood 9 85 2 |t {1 3 s
10. Scottish Rite (rear yard/Beaddock/King) *+ | 10 6.5 isf2 [ v

* Criteria 1-5 each worth up to 3 peints
Criteria 1: Human Value
Criteria 2: Green Infrastructure
Criteria 3: City-Wide Benefits
Criteria 4: Neighborhood Benefits
Criteria 5: Within Open Space or Recreation Parks and Cultural Activities Master Plans

**Not selected for the 2005 Priority Sites list but recommended to be added to the 2004
Additional Opportunities list.




2005 PRIORITY SITES

The matrix on the prior page shows how closely ranked the 2005 Priority Sites are. Nevertheless,
on close analysis, they can be grouped into appropriate categories which highlight the type of
open space value and opportunity they present for the City. While the City Manager intends to
return to Council with a specific action plan for the City Council approved Prionty Site list, it is
not premature to highlight the obvious distinctions among the sites being recommended,
especially in regard to their time frames for action generally.

Current Qpen Space Priorities: The Committee recommends that the following properties be

considered as significant open space opportunities:
Water Company (Duke Street)
Four Mile Run/Mt. Vernon Ave,
Yates Property (King Street)
Braddock Place (Madison Street)
Yorkun/Edsall

]

-

Future Open Space Priorities: The following prionty sites are listed with the understanding that
the City will not be looking at acquisition in the near future. Nevertheless, they are very
important sites to be considered now and in the future for their open space value. In this context,
while these properties are not suggested as targets for immediate acquisition, it is important to
keep their high priority status as future open space to guide future plannmg

Mirant Plaat
Braddock Road Metro (parking lot)
King Street Metro (parking Jot)
Trail Connections, The adopted Open Space Plan clearly values the importance of linking open

space and providing trail connections where possible. Significantly, the survey of residents
conducted for the Recreation Strategic Plan/Needs Assessment found that trails and similar
connections was the #1 priority of Alexandrians. The Committee recommends that the following
sites be included in the priority list, as trail and park linkages.

ASA/HoofP’s Run Trail

Bacldick Run Trail

Hoof’s Run Greenway/Linear Park

Preservation Opportuniti¢s, The following properties are critical open spaces for the City and
were highlighted specifically in the Open Space Plan as top priorities. Given the nature of their
use, the options for preservation are different from others. The City must begin discussions with
the owners, some of which has already begun, and that easements or other potential preservation
methods, such as rights of first refusal, be considered as options.

Virginia Theological Seminary

Episcopal High School (West Woods)

Episcopal High School (East Buffer)




dd to the 2004 _"Additi nities” list: The following properties were considered as
important enough for ranking by the Committee, but did not rank as highly as the other priority
sites: .

Garvey Property (King Strcet)

Glebe Road Railbed (at West Glebe and Russell Road)
King/Rosemont Path

Scottish Rite (rear yard at Braddock Road and King Street)

The following more specific description of each of the above properties details its address, tax
identification and zoning to provide further data on each of the properties.

2005 Priority Site Descriptions

Mirant Plant

1300 Block of North Royal Street. Zoned UT. The 25.4 acre site is located on the Potomac
River, north of Old Town and adjacent to Slaters Lane. There is no current indication of change of
ownership and/or operation which might result in a decrease in the footprint of the operation which would
allow for open space creation, High priority if Mirant plant closes.

ASA/MHooff's Run Trail

Begins at 1500 Eisenhower Lane. Zoned UT, CDD-1 and POS. Hooffs Run Bridge nceded at the southern
boundary of the Alexandna Sanitation Authority (ASA) Plant. Reconstruction of previous trail along the
ASA southcrn boundary is included in WWB Plan. Previous trail through ASA is no longer feasible.
Alexandria Bike Plan identified need for bridge in 1998. Private, public, and ASA property.

Backlick Run Tril
Begins at 3601 Courtney Drive. Zoned CDD-9 and I. Include a trail in the future as part of a natural
stream reclamation of Backlick Run west from Booth Park to the City line. Private property.

Yirginia Theological Seminary

3737 Seminary Rd. Zoned R-20. Much of this 80 acre site is heavily wooded and undeveloped.
The site currently houses the buildings and associated activities for the Virginia Theological
Seminary.

Water Company (Duke Street) .
2223 Duke Street. Zoned UT adjacent to property zoned R-5. The 592,128 square foot site is on

the southwest side of the George Washington Masonic Memorial and house the maintenance and
administrative office buildings for the Virginia Water Company, as well as a farge, currently
unused reservoir which was constructed in the mid-19th Century. The property is owned by the
Virginia American Water Company. The superintendent of Virginia American Water indicated
that they have no current plans to sell the property and that it is being utilized for distribution,
storage, pumping, back up wells and for their Operations Center with shop, stock yards and
engineering offices.




Four Mile Run/Mt, Vemon Avenue
4109, 4115, 4121, and 4125 Mount Vernon Ave. Zoned CL. These four parcels total 63,803

square feet-and currently house commercial establishments (Duron Paints, Pizza Hut, Ace Cash
and Alexandria Cleaners). The site is within a Resource Protection Area and is part of the flood
pla.m

HQ_@_M.LMM_L/LEM
25 E. Linden St. and 401 Commonwealth Ave. Zoned RB. These two parcels total 31,681 square

feet, but only a portion of the Commonwealth Ave. site would be necessary to create the
connection/park

Episcopal High School (West Woods)
1200 Quaker Lane. Zoned R-20. The western edge portion of the Episcopal High School

property is a heavily wooded area generally referved to in the Open Space Master Plan.

Braddock Place |
1261 Madison Street. Zoned CRMU-H. The 48,642 square foot site is adjacent to Braddock
Road Metro Station.

Yates Properties (King Street)

2525, 2605, 2705, 2705 A, 2705B King Street. Zoned R-8. The five parcels total 243,574 s.f.
Two hlstonc homes exist on the site (2525 and 2605 King Street) with the remaining undeveloped
parcels covered with grass and trees.

Braddock Road Metro Parking Lot
646 East Braddock (708, 720, 740, 800, 802 and 814 West St.). Zoned UT. This 208,705 square
foot property is currently the site of the Braddock Road Metro Station and its relsted parking lot.

King § Metro Parki
1900 King Street. Zoned UT. This 61,063 square foot property is currently the site of the Kind
Street Metro Station and its related parking lot.

i i l B
1200 Quaker Lane. Zoned R-20. The eastern corner of the Episcopal High School property,
located at the comer of Quaker Lane and West Braddock Road is a currently undeveloped open
space with some landscaping and significant visual appeal.

Yoakum/Edsall
350 and 400 Yoakum Parkway. Zoned RC. The two parcels total 41,618 s.f. and are currently
vacant areas used by the neighbors for passive open space.




PROPERTIES RECOMMENDED FOR THE “AD NAL OPPORTUNITIES LIST”

Glebe Road Railbed
3699 Russell Road. Zoned CG. The 73,378 s.f. parcel is located at the rear of the existing Food
Rite grocery store on West Glebe Road and is currently used by the neighbors for passive open

space. ‘

Garvey
2805-2811 King Street. Zoned R-8. The 61,063 s.f parcel is currently vacant and recently

approved by the Planning Commission for the development of three single family homes.

Scottish Rite (rear yard at Braddock Road and King Street)
1498 West Braddock Road and 3307 King Street. Zoned R-8. The 64,330 s.f. undeveloped site is
located at the rear of the existing Scottish Rite Temple and parking lot.

King/Rosemont Path (Neighborhood Connector)

2723 King Street First Christian Church (rear portion). Map #052.02-06-06. Deep (784 ft.) lot
that connects King Street 10 Summers Drive cul de sac. Back 100 feet of lot is wooded area with
a short, but steep, slope. 2.6 acres. Zoned R-8.




RECOMMENDATION THREE: YOLUNTARY CONSERVATION EASEMENT
PROPERTIES

In addition to the above recommended Priority Sites for 2005, the Committee reviewed the long
list of properties included in last year's Report as Additional Opportunities, and found that many
of these sites need not be acquired as public open space in order to protect their significant
conservation value to the City. Instead, the properties are typically large, oversized residential lots
with beautiful trees and pervious surfaces, that make a significant contribution to the City because
they provide green space that, while private, provides scenic relief, clean air, climate control,
water quality protection, wildlife habitat and a natural environment for the neighborhood.
Additional properties of a similar type were nominated as.part of the process over the last year.
The conservation value provided by these properties are important assets of the City.

The Committee does not believe these properties are appropriate for acquisition at this time, but
does think that, as part of the City’s open space effort, they would provide value to the City if
protected by a canservation easement voluntarity entered into by the property owner. Therefore,
the Committee has listed the properties together, and asked staff to notify the owners of the
property, explaining that the City intends only to have staff and NVCT discuss the benefits of a
conservation easement for the property with the property owners.

The following properties should be protected by conservation easements in order to preserve their
conservation value to the City:

Recommended Properties for Voluntary Conservation Easements

2004 Additiona! Opportunities (Easements)

604-604A Janneys Lane - Ball Property

214 West Alexandria Ave. - Huffy Property

Dartmouth Rd. connection (301 Crownview)

Francis Hammond Parkway and Forest Park Trail connection (1099 Francis Hammond Parkway)
Stevenson Park to Yoakum Parkway (201 Yoakum Parkway - Watergate Condominiums)
Backlick Run west from Booth Park to the City line

Russell Road between Woodbine and Woodlawn

Southwest Corner of Russell Rd. and Lloyd’s Lane

4817 Peacock Ave.

4630 & 4638 Strathbane Place

1201 Key Drive ' _

2015, 2019, 2023, 2027, 2201 and 2203 Scroggins Road (oversize lots)

610, 614, 620, 624, 628, 647 Oakland Terrace (oversize lots)

1001A Janncys Lane (oversize lot)

403 West Masonic View (oversize lot)

418 Summers Drive (oversize lot)

614 West Braddock Road (oversize lot)

1203 Orchard Street (oversize lot)




622 West Braddock Road (oversize lot)
1200 Russell Road (oversize [ot)

318 North Quaker Lane (Clarens)

502 Quaker Lane (The Cottage)

2005 Potential Easement Nominations :
Park Fairfax Intersections (including North Overlock and Cameron Miils)
501 West Windsor Ave. (Community land for Windsor Oaks Homes)
400 Fontaine Street (St. Agnes)
724 Fontaine Street

1118 Janneys Lane




(1) NDA FOUR: (0) TR

The Committee finds that there is much additional work that should occur in order to continue the

implementation of the Open Space Plan. The work of the committee to date has focused mainly
on identifying and prioritizing land in the City for open space protection. In addition to an annual

report to Council and additions to the Priority Site list, the Committee should continue to develop
strategies to preserve and enhance open space. For example, for protecting institutional land in
the City, including church and school land that could be developed is am important goal of the
Open Space Plan. While there is significant additional work to be done with the Committee, there
is also a new Open Space Coordinator to perfonn many tasks at the staff level. The Committee
therefore recommends that there be a similar future committee, but that its role can be more
limited than in the past.

The Committee debated the relative merits of different committee structures as well as not having
a committee at all. It also considered the distinction between a committee whose mermbers are
appointed by Council, and one whose members advise the City Manager. The clear consensus of
the Committee was that Council direct the City Manager to extend the life of the Steering
Committee for an additional three years; that the Committee be renamed the Open Space
Committee; that its members be appointed by the City Manager; that it include representatives of
the Planning Commission, the Park and Recreation Commission, the Environmental Policy
Commission, and the Historic Alexandria Resource Commission; that it also include citizen
members who have shown a knowledge and keen interest in the subject of open space; and that
the citizen members represent diverse geographic areas of the City.

The current Committee envistons a future structure that would rely on staff to a very great extent.
It would meet bimonthly with five meetings between September and June, amounting to many
fewer meetings than the existing Committee’s monthly schedule. The committee would work
with staff to identify tasks, to review staff"s efforts and to continue outreach efforts, and hold
community meetings as necessary. It would also continue to report annually to Council and the
City Manager on its open space efforts. At the end of a three year term, it would make a
recommendation as to whether a future group was necessary.

10




RECOMMENDATION FIVE; OPEN SPACE TRUST FUND

The Committee strongly supports Council’s continued commitment to open space funding.
Specifically it reiterates its support for Council’s one cent set aside of the real property tax rate as
an allotment to the Open Space Fund. It also strongly supports the restriction on the use of that
money for acquisition purposes only; development and maintenance of the open space acquired
for open space must be budgeted from other sources as a continuing expense.

11
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Addachment  IL !

Open Space Actions FY 2004 and FY 2005’

Public Access or Open | Dedication or
Space Easement | Acquisition

FY2005 -

1500 King St. .11 acre

Hennage .52 acre

Old Club .09 acre

Postmasters .02 acre

Seminary Forest 5.0 acres
Subtotal | . .74 acres

FY2004

Cameron Station Linear

Park (Phase VI portion) 1,97 acre

Cameron Station Phase Vi .75 acre

Cooper Dawson .41 acre

Pickelt's Ridge : .01 acre

Quaker Ridge 52 acre

Russell and Lioyds .36 acre

Second Presbyterian ‘ 1.16 acres
Subtotal 2.05 acres 3.13 acres

Total 2.79 acres 8.13 acres
Grand Total 10.92 acres

! This list includes: (1) properties where cascrent or access have boen obtained through the
development special use permit process, such as 1500 King Street, and (2) properties which have
bem,ct_pnd,nnhuSmhuyFmt. It does not include propertics which (subject to
ncgotiation) are planned to be purchased, such as those on The Strand.

1




Aachment TT |

Criteria For Open Space “Priority Sites” List

To what degree does the property provide the public with benefits related to human values and
cxperiem:'efr

a. To what degree does the proj include trail connections or open space adjacent to or
linking opeﬁ“spaces, nalu?al gree?s, greenways and trails?

b. To what degree does the property mect an identified need for active or passive recreation?

c. To what de is the , or does the contain elements or attributes, of
known o p%:ial historic ;? cultural signiﬁzom

d. To what degrec does the property provide dn opportunity to expand existing open space
resources, such as parks, schools or institutional or private open spaces?

e To what degree does the property provide an opportunity for pocket parks, gardens, green
spaces or playgrounds?

£+ To what degree does the property provide visual relief (light, air and green space) from
the built environment?

To what degree does the property provide green infrastructure, including the protection of natural
1esources?

a. To what degree does the ovide for the protection of natural areas and maintain
natu‘:al ecgﬁcal pmcesg'?eny P pro .

b. To what degree docs the property provide for the protection of habitat and support of
native species?

c. To what degree does the property provide opportunitics for improving the quality of air
Walkr resources?

d To what degree does the property provide the opportunity for stream restoration or
preservation?

e To what degree does the property include stands of mature trees?

f To what degree does the property provide for the development or protection of wetlands?

To what ¢ will the benefits identified above be shared available 1o eve in the
City!citym? nefi e by or avai ryone in

To what will the open space benefits identified sbove be avaitable to a neighborhood or
other area of the City that is particularty deficient in open space?

Is the site identified in the Open Space Plan or the RP&CA Strategic Master Plan; if it is not, then
lowhudcgnewouldh,ifuquhro:pmwduopmw.mtheguhofawsephu?

[ 3
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Attachment V

2005 PRIORITY SITE MAPS

CITY OF ALEXANDRIA
OPEN SPACE STEERING
COMMITTEE

June 2005
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2004 Priority Site Descripticas
(Open Space Steering Committee Report, July 2004)

Waterfront Lots -Seven+lots on Potomac River

A.

B.

G.

Addresses: 200 Strand; 204 Strand; 208 Strand; 210 Strand; #0 Prince St.; |
King St.; 2King St.

#210 Strand is an abandoned boat huuse. 200, 204, and 208 Strand is a parking
lot; #0 Prince is a gun shop and an office for the "Dandy” boat; | & 2 King
Street are owned by the Old Dominion Boat Club.

#0 Prince has a former restaurant/club on pilings, with ground level rented for
office space for the Dandy and Marianne dinner boats; 1 King St. has a private
boat club, restavrant; 2 King St. has private parking lot.

Private or public parking lots are on most lots. Street parking and public parking
on Strand.

Fulfills Goals 4 and 10 of the Open Space Plan -conservation and expansion of
riverfront and links and oxpands the waterfront trail. Potential boating launch.
opportunitics (¢.g., kayaking, canoeing). In the event full fee acquisition were
possible this could complete green framing of the Torpedo Factory blocks to
offsct future development on Robinson Terminal properties north and south
parcels.

* City 2004 assessments: #0 Prince (3650,700); 210 Strand ($382,200); 200-208

Strand (§953,900); 1 ng ($2,212,000); 2 King ($1,541,000). All parcels have a
clouded title and are in a court suit with the Federal govt.

#0 Prince and 210 Strand are highest priority, acquire others with purchase or
land swap. Would complete a coordinated waterfront park and watkway system.
Has benefits for the entire city and tourism market,

Mount Veraon Trail Waterfront Alignment

A

1204-1206 South Washington Hunting Point Apartment Complex. Map #
083.02-01-04 & 07
Area is included within 2 parcels. It is on the waterfront side of the apartment
buildings with Potomac River frontage of 653 ft. The other sides are adjacent to
Porto Vecchio (247 ft.) and Jones Point wetlands. In Potomac River flood plain.
Approximate 5 acres. Zoned RC. Currently owned by VDOT which plans to sell
eatire property in 2005.

Included within this arca are tennis courts, swimming pool, parking lot,
driveway, temporary 9-foot w:dc asphalt Mount Vemon path, and temporary
construction trailers.

Nearest public parking is on South Royal Street. Future parkmg will be
available at Jones Point. -

Permanent alignment along waterfront for Mount Vermon Trail and possible
pedestrian paths closer to waterfront. Currently there are plans in this specific
area to reconstruct wetiands as mitigation for some lost to the Woodrow Wilson
Bridge Project. We strongly suggest a joint planning effort with those parties
involved in the bridge project to find a creative way to accomplish both goals:
the wetlands and this trail.

Appropriate for casement. 1206 Washington (no apartment building) 2004

-assessment is $1.3 million. 1204 Washington "land only" 2004 assessment is

$3.2 million.




G.

Easement with public access is appropriate.

Seminary/Beauregard

. A

G.

Clermont Cove

A.

F,

G.

Three (maybe more) properties at the northwest comer of Seminary Road and
Beauregard Street. ProPerty #1 is the comer right of way property; property #2 is
5101 Seminary Rd; and Property #3 is 5143 Seminary Rd. _
Major Intersection with teaffic lights. Flowing north along Beauregard from the
property is a wooded intermittent stream. Mostly flat vacant land. Trees to the
sguth end of lot on Beauregard. Several properties around the comer are
undeveloped, including two down Beauregard that have a wooded intermittent
stream.

‘Two of three properties (#1 and #3) owned by City. Property #1 was originally
acquired for the widening of Beaurcgard Sireet and is to be enhanced with
landscaping as a condition of CDD for Winkler Development, Property #2
contains Potomac Dry Cicaners, parking area and nearly surrounds the comer
property. Property #3 is a fairly level lot with a few small trees.

No parking on street; possible parking at the end of nearby cul-de-sac or on dry
cleaner parking area,

Park in West End of City.

Property #1 (corner lot) is 47,670 sq. feet and City owns it; property #2 is
approximately 14,000 square fect and assessed at $536,500; property #3 is
24,784 square feet and assessed at $203,400,

Good prospect for open space, as two of the three lots are already owned by the
City.

201 Clermont Avenue occupics land behind office and warchouse buildings
between the 4600 block and the 5000 block of Eisenhower Avenue on the south
and the railread tracks on the north Map # 069.00-01-15.81

Area occupies about 15 acres, 100 feet wide and3/4 mile long. It is heavily
wooded and includes several Resource Protection Areas (RPAx). Appears to be
one of the largest natural wooded arcas in the city. Contains wildlife, including
fox, deer, and other small mammals. Zoned UT. Curreatly owned by Notfolk
Southern, or its successor,

Two requests for use and development have been unsuccessful since 2000: 1.
Seven story building and parking garage for 500 rental units and 2. VDOT
highway construction staging yard. No current development proposals pending.
All nearby parking is in private lots associated with nearby
warchouse/commercial uses.

Retain as natural area in the short term. Longer-term uses could include a nature
park with trails to provide both access to the interior of the site and a pedestrian
and bike link between east and west Eisenhower Avenuc and nearby offices.
2004 assessment is $4.6 million. '

Right of first refusal, acquisition or an easement with public access trail. Some
streambank restoration may be necessary if acquired.

George Washiugton Masonic Memorial

A,

George Washington Memorial Association -King St. and Callahan Drive; 101
Callahan Dr.,

The arca of approximately 9 acres of open land behind the Temple is situated on
a large terraced hill with grass and landscaping. The site abuts the American
Water Company land and reservoir.




oo

G.

An archaeological dig site is currently being excavated on the back 9 acee lot at
the location of the old Dulancy Mansion.

A large parking lot is located on the back side of the temple,

Large back 9 acres could meet recreational needs for this area of Alexandria.
Currently, access is restricted, but public can sccess grounds around the Temple
itself. :

-The total Masonic Temple land, 36 acres, is assesscd at $23,459,300 and zoned

R-5.

A full suite of tools should be considered on these nine acres, starting with a
right of first refusal, and looking at easements and full purchase of some
portion.

Braddeck/Valley/Ridge

A
B.

D.
E.
F.
G.
Monticello Park Ar
’ A.

B.

C.

m o

Qm

2416 & 2430 Ridge Road. !

Wooded hillside with many trees and understory -best appreciated from
Braddock Road view. Timber Branch stream runs through the property. Has high
natural resource value,

Zoned R-8. Property includes five separate parcels, includes 3.9 acres, and has
two large homes on it facing Ridge Road. Some private land may not be
developable due to slope and Timber Branch resource protection arca on the
property.

Limited street parking.

Public natural area. ,

Land assessed at $3.5 million (all five parcels).

Donated or purchased casement should be explored for those portions that could
be developed. ’

312 Beverly, a lot behind 306 Beverly, and 3104, 31048, 3106A, & 3106
Russell. '

Hilly with lots of oaks and mature canopy. Fences separate properties from
Monticello Park. Migratory bird habitat contiguous to the habitat of Monticello
Park. Could not access because private property.

One property (3104B) is vacant (no frontage, 1.3 acres) and owned by the same
person as 3104 (1.6 acre lot, but with a house on it). 306 (lot behind) and 312
Beverly are along the cast side of Monticello Park. 306 (lot behind) is 0.5 acre
and 312 is 0.26 acre.

Street parking.

The park is an important natural area and area known for migratory bird stop-
over habitat in this region. )

Russell Rd. properties are $7-12/3q. ft. Beverly propertics arc $3-4/sq. Rt.,

306 Beverly (lot behind) is adjacent to 3104B, making the total cluster
development nearly 4 acres. The park is known as an important stop over for
migzratory bird

specics and as such is a well known and important bird watching location due to
the dense congregation of migratory warblers and other rare birds found here
during the migration season.
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Attachment 7

Alexandria Historical Restoration and Preservation Commission Easements.

The Alexandria Historical Restoration and Preservation Commission received two casements at
the end of 2004. One at 808 Prince Street includes the facade and a small amount of open space

on the side and back of the lot. This is an especially important federal style townhouse. [The
actual open space is extremely small,)

The second casement acquired in 2004 is located at 202 Duke Street is open space only, all
located in the front of the lot. This is a significant acquisition for the Commission. The amount
of space is 45x28 fuet,

In calendar year 2005, the Commission is actively working on 7 easements, several of which are
close to signing. These include properties with additional separate lots which will no longer be
capable of subdivision as a result of the easement. One property in Del Ray is likely to be

protected with an easement; this is will be the first property outside of the Old and Historic
District.




EXHIBIT NO, A g f 9

City of Alexandria, Virginia q-a0-05
MEMORANDUM
DATE: SEPTEMBER 14, 2005
TO: THE HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF CITY COUNCIL
FROM: JAMES K. HARTMANN, CITY MANAGER

SUBJECT: UPDATED INFORMATION CONCERNING STATUS OF THE OPEN
SPACE STEERING COMMITTEE 2005 RECOMMENDATIONS

ISSUE: Updated Information Concerning the Status of the Open Space Steering Committee
2005 Recommendations

DISCUSSION: On June 14, 2005, City Council received the Open Space Steering Committee’s
recommendations regarding the 2005 Open Space Priority nominations, with a public hearing to
be scheduled on September 17, 2005, which was then rescheduled to September 20, 2005. In
order to put the recommendations in context, the June memo also updates Council on the
implementation steps it and the Committee have taken over the last two years, and updates
Council on the status of its approved Priority Sites from 2004

Following the June 14, 2005 hearing, staff sent notification letters to each of the property owners
whose properties were designated in the report. The letters briefly described the Open Space
Steering Commiittee process for review of nominated sites with potential open space value, and
alerted the owners that a public hearing would held (Attachments 1 and 2). Potential pocket park
site owners were also notified of the hearing by letter {Attachment 3).

Staff subsequently received questions from several of the notified property owners with questions
or concerns about their property’s open space designation. Twelve calls were received, and three
letters were received from property owners. One attorney, representing a property owner,
requested a meeting to review the status of a listed property. That meeting was held on
September 7. At that meeting, and in all other communications, staff responded to questions and
sought to clarify any misunderstanding regarding potential City actions.

~ Over the summer, the public hearing date was changed from September 17 to September 20,
2005. Each property owner has been notified via mail of the rescheduled hearing date and time.




ATTACHMENTS:

Attachment 1. Open Space Priority Site Notification Letter
Attachment 2. Voluntary Conservation Easement Letter
Attachment 3. Pocket Park Notification Letter

STAFF:
Kirk Kincannon, Director, Department of Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities
Laura Durham, Open Space Coordinator, Department of Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities




Attachment 1: Open Space Priority Site Notification Letter

July 5, 2005
Address
Dear Property Owner:

As you are aware, the goal of preserving open space has been identified as a top priority in the
City of Alexandnia by both our citizens and the City Council. In order to achieve that goal, the
City created a citizen comprised Open Space Steering Committee to identify specific properties in
the City which are attractive sites (or could be made attractive sites) with open space attributes,
and which contribute (or could contribute) to open space values, environmental quality, and the
beauty of the City. There are many means for protecting open space properties, including
acquisition by the City, or the establishment of conservation casements.

The purpose of this letter is to let you know that the propertics at  has been identified by the
Open Space Steering Committee as one of 18 potential priority open space opportunity sites. The
Committee’s report has been provided to the City Council who has set the report for public
hearing on Saturday, September 17, 2005°. After the public hearing Council will act to adopt the
priority list in its current or amended form.

The Open Space Steering Committee report has been posted on the City’s web site at
(www.alexandrinya gov) under the City Council June 14, 2005 Action Docket. If you have any
questions, or would like to learn more about the City’s open space program, please call

Laura Durham, Open Space Committee Coordinator in the Department of Recreation, Parks and
Cultural Activities at (703) 838-5041.

Sincerely,

Kirk Kincannon, Director
Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities

* Property owners were notified of date change to Sepiember 20




Attachment 2: Voluntary Conservation Easement Notification Letter
July L, 2005

Address

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Sayers:

As you may be aware, the goal of preserving open space has been identified as a top priority in the
City of Alexandria by both our citizens and the City Council. In order to achieve that goal, the
City created a citizen-comprised Open Space Steering Committee to identify specific properties in
the City which are attractive sites with open space attributes and which contribute to open space
values, environmental quality, and the beauty of the City. Your property at ___is a site which was
identified by the Open Space Steering Committee as a property that would provide value to the
City, if protected by a voluntary conservation easement. Such an easement can be on the pant of
the property which dees not contain improvements, and would be permanent, but would only be
established if you were willing to provide it. I want to emphasize the fact that the City’s creation
of an open space easement is totally voluntary in nature and is solely your decision as the property
owner.

The purpose of this letter is to inform you that your property address is on the list of five new
proposed voluntary conservation easement properties which the Open Space Stecring Committee
- has forwarded to the Alexandria City Council for their consideration. Council has scheduled a
public hearing on Saturday September 17, 2005", before acting to adopt this list in its current or
amended form. Inclusion on the list does not change the voluntary nature of the program.

The Open Space Steering Committee report has been posted on the City’s web site at
(www alexandriava gov). If you have any questions, or would like to leamn more about voluntary

conservation easements, please call Laura Durham, Open Space Coordinator in the Department of
" Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities at (703) 838-5041.

Sincerely,

Kirk Kincannon, Director

Recreation Parks and Cultural Activities

* Property owners were notified of date change to September 20

—_—d



Attachment 3

DEPARTMENT OF RECREATION, PARKS

AND CULTURAL ACTIVITIES _
Kirk Kincannon 1108 Jefferson Street Phone (703) 838.4343
Direcior Alexandria, Virginia 22314-3999 Fax (703)838-6344
September 5, 2005
Dear Property Owner:

As you are aware, the goal of preserving open space has been identified as a top priority in the City of
Alexandria by both our citizens and the City Council. In March, 2005 the City adopted a new Pocket Park
program and associated criteria as part of its overall Open Space Plan. The program is intended to help
preserve and create neighborhood-oriented open space/parks throughout that the City, especially in
currently underserved areas. The approved program allowed for citizen nominations of properties of
20,000 square feet in area or less for potential acquisition by the City. The City of Alexandria Open
Space Steering Committee received and reviewed these nominations in the spring of 2005 and staff will
be presenting their findings at the September 20, 2005 City Council Public Hearing.

The purpose of this letter is to let you know that the property at was nominated and
included in the Open Space Steering Committee’s review. The Committee’s findings will be provided
to the City Council on September 13, 2005, who will then schedule the findings for public hearing on
Tucaday, September 20, 2005. After the public hearing Council will act to adopt the pocket park list in
its current or amended form. Properties approved by Council as potential pocket parks would then be
considered for purchase by the City.

The Open Space Steering Committee findings will be posied on the City’'s web site at
(www .alexandriava gov) under the City Council September 13, 2005 Docket. If you have any questions,
or would like to learn more about the City’s open space program, please call Laura Durham, Open Space
Committee Coordinator in the Department of Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities at (703) 838-5041.

Sinccrcl’y,
Kirk Kincannon, Director
Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities

cc: Mark Jinks, Asst. City Manager

alexandriava.gov
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“McGuireWoods LLP
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McLean, VA 271024215
Phane: 703.712.5000
Fax: 703.712.5050
werw. mcguinewoods.com
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Seplember 19, 2005

Honorabie William D. Euille, Mayor and
Members of City Council

City of Alexandria

City Hall, Room 2300

301 King Street

Alexandria, Virginia 22314

Re: Dockallbm#Q OpanSpaoeSbemgCommMUpddedllﬂomeﬂiesbr

Dear Mayor Euilie and Members of Council:

! am writing on behalf of Carolyn S. Alper, et al, owner of the properties located
at 4100, 4115, 4121 and 4125 Mount Vernon Avenue and kisted on the 2005 Open
Space Priority List as “Four Mile Run/Mount Vemon Avenue Property (“the Properties”)
in response o the Open Space Steering Committes's decision 10 place these properties
on the 2005 Open Space Priority List. We respectfully request that you remove these
PmpmmmerMuLhtuﬂlhaﬁmmasidehmAﬂmdmNughbommd
Plan' for the redevelopment of this property has expired. In the allemative, we request
that you move the properties 10 the Future Priorities List and add a notation to the list
indicating that any possible acquisition of these properties will comply with the goals of
the Ardandria Neighborhood Plan.

The Arandria Neighborhood Plan inchudes the following statement as a goal
under the Long Term Actions:

“If the automobile-oriented retail uses adiacent to Four Mile Run Park do
not redevelop within 15 years as market condilions improve, consider
acquisition dmehurpucds(wermmﬂ\b)bﬂweﬂamg :
pedastrian access opposite Four Mile Road.”

! The Artandria Neighborhood Pian was adopled Dy the Counctl In 2003 a¢ an smendment o
Polome: West Small Area Plan oy oy the
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September 19, 2005
Page 2

‘Placing the properties on the Current Priarity List is inconsistent with this goal of
the Ardandria Neighborhood Plan. The goal indicates the City's willingness to aliow the
owner of this property to redevelop these properties and indicates that the City will not
oonpideracmisiﬁmunm2018(15mh~omlhadabofadoﬁionofttmplan). Placing
mepmperﬁosonthecunmﬁiomustsindicatmmtmcmmansmstamhe
aoquhiﬁonpmoessfmmesepmperﬂoshmemarmmmsendbgamixedsigndblha

owner and the community. The property owner relied on the goals adopted in
the Arlandria Neighborhood Plan and has made business decisions regarding this
property based on the City Councit’s affiemative adoption of this plan. if the properties
are now listed on the curment priorilies liet, the property owner can no longer rely on the
goal adopted by the previous plan. If the City does plan to allow the property owner to
have the time set aside in the Artandria Pian 10 redevelop this property, placing the
properties an the Current Priority kst is misleading to the property awner and the
community.

The Open Space Priosity List should be consistent with the small area plans
madoptedbyt:hyuﬂaslysothatMpmpuwmmwwnmﬂy' can rely on the actions
an .

T F :

The Properties are located close to the border of Alexandria and Arlington in the
neighborhood of Arlandria, facing Mount Vemon Avenue. The properiies are cummently
used by businesses that have served this neighborhood for many years. The location
has been successful in keeping commercial lenants showing that there is a demand in
this area for the services that are provided on thess siles. Acquisition of these
properties by the City for additional park tand will not only remove the services these
businesses provide 1o the neighborhood, but it will also take away jobe that are heid by
residents local to this neighborhood.

As discussed in the Ariandria Neighborhood Plan, better access to the Four Mile
Run Park can be obtained withoul acquiring these propertias. Tha City already owns
mmnywmmmwbmmummmmmmm
that with better landacaping and signage on the City owned property, new access points
10 the Park can be obtained. The proposals in the Arfandria Neighborhood Plan
balance the need for enhanced access and visibility to Four Mile Run Puark with the
need 10 maintain the services provided on theas propedies by providing short term
solutions and keeping the acquisitions of the propertios as a long term goal in the event
the sllustion on these properties change and they are no longer viable locations for
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Page 3

In conclusion, the owner of these properties understands the importance of
providing open space for the community. In fact, the approximately 4 acres of property
formeparkbehmdthmpmperﬂesmsgivmbthecmin1974bythefamilyof
Carolyn S. Alper, et al showing their dedication to the open space in the City. However,
tha Properties now on the Priority List are not curently available for use as open space.
We, therefore, request that the properties be resnoved from the Open Space Priority list
until such time that the property owner has a chance to redeveiop the properties in a
manner consistent with the City's adopted Arlandria Neighborhood Plan or phase out
these businesses making the properties available for open space. |n the alternative, we
request that you place the properties on the Future Priorities List, rather than the
Current Priorities List to be more consisient with the Arlandria Neighborhood Plan and
more accurate with the City's intended acquisition schedule for these propertias.

Sincevrely.

ot PE Ak

U

Jonathan P. Rak

cc:  Kirk Kincannon, Director, Department of Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities
Judy Noritake, Co-Chair, Open Space Steering Comwittee

Eric Wagner, Co-Chair, Open Space Sweering Commitiee
Douglas Erdman, CRC Commercial

WRAEA\D 795354
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City of Alexandria, Virginia q9-20-05
MEMORANDUM
DATE: SEPTEMBER 19, 2005
TO: THE HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF CITY COUNCIL
FROM: JAMES K. HARTMANN, CITY MANAGER 8

SUBJECT: PROPOSED DEFERRAL OF OPEN SPACE AND POCKET PARK DOCKET
ITEMS

I recommend that Council defer the Open Space and Pocket Park docket items (Docket Jtems # 8
and #9). This will enable staff to review the process that was used, confer with the Open Space
Steering Committee and owners of property on the acquisition list and evaluate the acquisition,
maintenance and other costs prior to Council consideration of these two docket items.

¢¢.  Co-Chairs and Members of Open Space Steering Committee
Kirk Kincannon, Director, Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities
Michele Evans, Assistant City Manager
Mark Jinks, Assistant City Manager
Aimee Vosper, Landscape Architect
Laura Durham, Open Space Coordinator
Jackie Henderson, City Clerk
Glora Sitton, Deputy City Clerk




9-20-0S°
<brian.cconnelll @verizon.net> <alexvamayor@aol.com>, <dclpepper@acl.com>,
Te <council@joycewoodson.net>, <councilmangaines@aol.com>,
09/14/2005 10:25 AM . R .
Please respond to <council@kmpicka.com™, <macdonaldcouncil@msn.com>,
<brian.cconnell I @verizon.nex> ce
bee

City of Alexandria Website Contact Us - EMail for Mayor, '
Vice-Mayor and Council Members (alexvamayor@aol.com, i
delpepper@aol.com, council@joycewoodson net,

Subject councilmangeincs@aol.com, council@krupicka.com,
macdonaldcouncil@msn.com, paulcsmedberg@aol.com,
rose.boyd@alexandriava.gov, jackie.henderson@alexandriava.gov,
lom.raycroft@alexandriava.gov)

City of Alexandria Website Contact Us - EMail for Mayor,
Vice-Mayor and Council Members (alexvamayor{@aol com,
delpepperigaol com councili@joycewoodson.net,

dkrupicka com,

councHmangaimes«-aoi.com. councHic
macdonaldcounciligimsn com paulcsmedbergaol.com
rose boydalexandnava.gov. jackie hendersonialexandriava.gov,
tom.raycroftalexandriava gov)

ime: [Wed Sep 14, 2008 10:25:43] 1P Address: [67.110.167.478]

Response requested: [

First Name:
Last Namae:
Street Address:
City:

State:

Zip:

Phone:

Emall Addross:

Comments:

Brian and Kaye

O'Connell

718 Fontaine St

Alexandria

VA

22302

703-836-7028
brian.oconnefl1 @verizon.net

This regards the conaideralion of the City
acquiring a conservation easemant on the
property at 724 Fontaine Sireel under the City's
Cpen Space program. We are the owners of that
property.

We are NOT interested in establishing a
conservation easement on 724 Fontaine Sireat
and would like it removed from further
consideration.

in a letter of September 1, 2005 we wrota to the
Director of Recreation, Parks and Cuitural
Activities, we expressed our dismay at how the




properly was selected by the Open Space
Steering Committee and no one from the
committee or City staff advised of that proposal
until AFTER the Commiites made & report io the

City Councit on June 14, 2005.

——



8 €9

3-30-05

<Katy_Cannady26@comenst.net <alexvamayor@aol.com>, <delpepper@aol.com>,

> To <council@joycewoodson.net>, <councilmangaines(@aol.com>,

09/14/2005 04:49 PM <council@krupicka.com>, <macdonaldcouncil@msn.com>,
Please respond to e

<Katy _Cannady20@comcast.net> bec

City of Alexandria Website Contact Us - EMail for Mayor,
Vice-Mayor and Council Members {alexvamayor@aol.com,
delpepper@aol.com, council@joycewoodson.net,

Subject councilmangaines@aol.com, council@krupicka.com,
macdonaldcouncil@msn.com, paulcsmedberg@aol.com, ,
roze.boyd@alexandriava.gov, jackic.henderson@alexandriava.gov,
tom.raycroft@alexandriava.gov)

City of Alexandria Website Contact Us - EMail for Mayor.
Vice-Mayor and Council Members (alexvamayor(@acl.com,
delpepper@aol.com, councit@jcycewoodson net.

councilmangaines:@ aol.com. council.@krupicka.com.
macdonaldcouncili@msn.com. paulcsmedbergi@acl.com.
rose.boydi@alexandriava.gov, jackie henderson{Calexandriava.gov,
tom. raycroft"-""~alexandriwa gov)
Time: [Wed Sop 14.200510-40901 P Address: mmusn
Rnponunquuhd 13 ‘

First Nams: Katy
Last Name: Cannady
Strest Address: 20 East Oak Street
City: Alexandria
State: VA
Zip: 22301
Phone: 703 549-9386

Emall Address: Katy Cannady20@cemcast.net
Dear Mayor Eulile and Members of Council:

I will be away from Alexandria on September 20
solamundlngyoumywptwopnksforopen
space acquisition,

The first parcel is 602 Madison. We need to BUY
this parcel now. if we don't, the owner will have a
condo building in place before another yoar
passos. At present it is a pleasant grassy area
thet could easily become a park. My
understanding is that lhis is the fast portion of the
site of the Parker Gray High School that is not
covered over wilh new construction. We could put




Comments:

a memorial or interpretive sign that gives the
history of Parker-Gray School on the site, As far
as | know there is nothing to commemorate
Parker-Gray excepl the name on street signs.

The 802 Madison site used to be partof a
neighborhiood thal was all warehousas and low
income housing. No one thought this was a
community thal was entitled to civic amenities
such as parks, We can't amend the past negiect,
but we shouldn't continue it either. Today the
neighborhood is filing up with condos and new
townhouses. No one has a front lawn or a back
yard. If we really are seripus about providing open
space in neighborhoods which have none now,
this is the place.

My home civic association in Rosemont submitted ;
a list of possible pocket parks. | support
acquisition of everything on the Hat which was
carsfully thought out. However, my lop pick is the
land behind the 400 block of Commonweaith
Avenue that is a linear strip between Maple and
Walnut. At least half of this land is slready owned
by the city. The entire parcel, including the city's,
is not maintained at all. it has a coating of black
top that is broken up with tall weeds growing
through the cracks. It has looked terrible since
before | arrived in Rosemont in 1996.

The city should be able 10 obtain the part In

privale ownership, a small unbulidable area over
an encapsulated stream without much i any cost.
The Rosemont Garden Chub could be enlistad to
do a lot of the labor of restoration into a nice fittle

linear park. Right now the area is a civic disgrace.




g€

q-20-08

<brisn.econnel1@verizon.net> <alexvamayor(@sol.com>, <delpepper@aci.com>,
To <council@joycewsodson.net>, <councilmangainesi@aol com>,
09/15/2005 08:59 AM . . 4
com>,
i respond to <council@krupicka.com>, <mmdmm|l@m col

cc

<brianoconneltl @verizon.net>

City of Alexandria Website Contact Us - EMail for Mayor,
Vige-Mayor and Council Members (alexvamayor@aol.com,
delpepper@act.com, souncil@joycewoodson.net,

Subject councilmangainesi@aol.com, council@krupicka.com,
macdonaldcouncil@msn.com, paulcsmedberg@aol.com,
rose.boyd@alexandriava.gov, jackic.henderson@alexandriava.gov,
tom.raycroft@alexandriava gov)

City of Atexandria Website Contact Us - EMatl for Mayor.
Vice-Mayor and Counctl Members {alexvamayor@aol.com,
delpepperi@aot com. coauncilitjoycewoodson net,

councimangainesi@aol com, councikii krupicka.com,
macdonaldcouncil@msn com, paulcsmedbergi@acl.com,
rose.boydialexandriava gov, jackie henderson@alexandriava.gov,
tom.raycroft@alexandriava.gov)
Time: [Thu Sep 15,2008 08:59:37) IP Address: [67.110.167.178]

First Name: Wayne

Last Name: Christensen
Street Address: 722 Fonlaine Strest

City: Alexandria
State: VA
Zip: 22302
Phone: 703-836-2351

Email Address: brian.oconnell1@verizon.net

I am sending this message on behalf of my
Father-in-Law, Wayne Christensen, who is an 85
yoar old retired gentleman who does not have
e-mail. My name is Brian O'Connell and | live next
door at 718 Fontaine Street.

Mr. Christensen was notified by the Director of
Recreation Parks and Cutture that his property at
722 Foraine Street has been identified by the
Alexandria Open Space Steering Committes for
possibla voluniary conservation easement. Prior
., totheletter of July 5, 2005 there was no conlact
Comments: by iha Open Space Steering Committee or City
staff to seek his views on the proposed action.




Mr. Christensen declings to have a conservaltion
easement placed on his property and requests
City Council drop further consideration of auch a

proposal. :
Thank you,

Brian O'Connell
on behalf of Wayne Christensen




B9
q.20-05

<jbutler@nachri.org> <alexvamayor(@aol.com>, <delpepper@acl.com>,
00/18/2005 12:06 PM To <council@joycewoodson.net>, <councilmangaincs@aol.com>,
Please respond to <council@krupicka.com>, <mdomlMc||@n.cw,

<jbutler@nachri.org>

cC

City of Alexandria Website Contact Us - EMail for Mayor,
Vice-Mayor and Council Members (alexvamayor@aol.com,

delpepper@aol.com, council{@joycewoodson.net,

Subject councilmangaines@aol.com, council@krupicka com,
mecdonaldcouncil@msn.com, paulcsmedberg@aal.com,
rose.boyd@alexandriava.gov, jackic.henderson@alexandriava.gov,
tom.raycroft@alexandriava gov)

City of Alexandria Website Contact Us - EMail far Mayor.
Vice-Mayor and Council Members (alexvamayor{@aoct com.
delpepper@acl com councilifjoycewoodson.net.

councilmangaines@aol com, council/‘@krupicka.com.
macdonaldcouncij@ msn com. paulcsmedberg@aol.cam.
rose.boyd@alexandriava.gov, Jackie henderson@alexandriava.gov,
tom.raycroft@alexandriava gov)
Time: [Sun Sep 18, 2008 12:08:34] 1P Address: [66.44.56.8]
Response requested:[j

First Name: Jim
Last Name: Buttar
Street Address: 408 Skyhil Road
City: Alexandria
State: VA
2lp: 22314
Phone: 703-797-6018
Email Address: jbuller@nachri.org;buliers2@erols.com
Honorable Mayor, Vice-Mayor and Members of
Council:

Re: Pocket Park item on September 20 agenda

I am writing on behalf of the Clover-College Park
Civic Association Board of Direclors. At our last
meeting we unanimously voted to support the
request for favorable consideration and approvel
of the Quaker View Pocket Park at the comer of
Quaker Lane and Duke Street (11 Quaker and
3327 Duka St.) We fully support this requaest
which has sirong community backing and interest.




Attachment 2

MADISON STREET LLC

4141 N Henderson Rd, Suite 8 Arlington, VA 22203
Tel: (703) 527-5200. Fax; (703) 527-3700

Laura Durham

Open Space Coordinator _

Department of Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activitics
1108 Jefferson Street

Alexandria, VA 22314-3999

January 30, 2007
Dear Ms. Durham;

Please find enclosed a copy of your letter addressed to Mr. Bradley Gray. Please
be advised that Mr. Bradley Gray has not been associated with Madison Street LLC for
the past 6 months.

Please address all future correspondence to our attorney Harry P. Hart with a copy
to Mr. Arthur L. Walters, Managing Member of Madison Street LLC at this address.

Secondly, the Planning Staff, your office, the City Manager’s office, the Mayor’s
office and the Director of Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities have received a letter
from Mark Bettius, one of our attorneys, stating that 1261 Madison Street was not
voluntarily available for open space or for parks.

Additionally, please be advised that we have had many verbal offers and 2 written
offers for the sale of the property between $ 10 — 12 million. We believe that the City’s
allocation of funds for parks and open space would be inadequate for the purchase or
condemnation of this property.

Notwithstanding that Braddock Place has been placed on your 2005 list of priority
sites, we anticipate the master plan as proposed being scheduled for hearing in front of
the Planning Commission and City Council this Spring and that we will submit a DSUP
application pursuant to the plan for the development of the property.

Should you wish to pursue the acquisition of our property, please feel free to call
me or Bud Hart concerning this

ur L. Walters,
Managing Member

Cc: Mark Bettius
Bud Hart




DEPARTMENT OF RECREATION, PARKS

AND CULTURAL ACTIVITIES
Kirk Kincannon _ 1108 Jefferson Street Phone (703) 838-4343
Director ' . Alexandria, Virginia 22314-3999 Fax  (703) 838-6344

Januury 23, 2007

Madison Street, LLC
4141 North Henderson Road #8
Arlington, VA 22203

Re: 1261 Madison Street

Dear Mr, Bradley Gray:

As you know from prior communications from our office. your property was previously included on a list
of priority open space sites submitted to City Council in Sepfember of 2005. Review of this list was deferred
by City Council at that time to provide City staff the opportunity to conduct further community outreach, and
to make necessary revisions to the staff report and recommendations. On January 9, 2007, City Council
received an update on the status of the open space priority sites listed in 2004 and a revised list of the 2005
properties. Properties are no longer identified as “priority sites,” as in the 2005 recommendations, but are
now listed as “valuable open space,” which the City would seek to preserve through voluntary mechanisms.
Open space preservation of these sites could be achieved through voluntary sale of the property to the City,
public access/open space easements, right-of-first refusal, and/or voluntary conservation easements,

The purpose of this letter is to let you know that the property at 1261 Madison Street has been identified by
staff and the City citizen-comprised Open Space Steering Committee as “Valuable Open Space.” Staff’s
recommendations were submitted to City Council on January 9, 2007. The report containing these
recommendations is enclosed. The City has scheduled a public hearing on this report for February 24, 2007.

If you have any questions, or would like to learn more about the City's open space preservation program,
please call me at 703.838.5041, x350.

Sincerzly,

Laura Durham
Open Space Coordinator

Enclosure
cc: James K. Hartmann, City Manager

Mark Jinks, Deputy City Manager
Kirk Kincannen, Director, Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities

alexandriava.gov




DEBRA FITZGERALD-QO'CONNELL
2200 Wilson Boulevard, Suire 800
Atlington, Virginia 22203
Telephone — 703-525-2260
Facsimile —~ 703-525-2489

dfizoconnell@hotmail com
. QF Conne!
Debra Fuzgeaald-O'Connell - Max E Bernus
Admared i the Commomweaitk of Vugua Admured an the Commonweslth of Vugns

QOctober 4, 2005

The Honorahle William D. Euille, Mayor
City Coungil for the City of Alexandria
301 King Street

Room 2300

Alexandria, Virginia 22314

HAND DELIVERED
RE: Braddock Mctro Plaza
Dear Mr. Euille:

This firm represents the interests of Madison Street, L.L.C. with regard to the
above referenced property. We are advised that consideration is being made by the City
of Alexandria to purchase certain parcels of land for the purpose of esiablishing public
parks, and that Braddock Metro Plaza is one of the properties presently under review,

Be advised that Braddock Metre Plaza is not available for purchase for this
purpose, and we therefore respectfully request that the parcel be removed from the list of

properties presently under consideration in this regard.

If you have eny questions, please contact Debra Fitzgerald-O'Connell or me upon
receipt of this correspondence,

Sincerely,

. Bettius

cc:  Mr. James K. Hartmann

Ms. Eileen Fogarty

Mr. Kirk Kincannon

Chairman, Planning Commission for the City of Alexandria




A Attachment 3

iy

VIRGINIA THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

February 5, 2007

Ms. Laura Durham

Open Space Coordinator

Department of Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities
1108 Jefferson Street

Alexandria, Virginia 22314-3999

Dear Ms. Durham,

Thank you for your letter containing information about revisions in the status of
the open space priority sites. We are very pleased that Virginia Theological Seminary is
now listed as a “valuable open space”, subject to preservation through voluntary
mechanisms. We appreciate that the City has no intent to acquire seminary property

unless we voluntarily decide to negotiate with the City.

We are grateful for the work that the Open Space Steering Committee and the
Department of Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities have completed.

Sincerely,
Mary Lewis Hix

Cc:  The Very Rev. Martha J. Homne
The Rev. Dr. Willtam Shiflet

Mary Lewis Hix, Vice-President for Administration and Finance
3737 Seminary Road, Alexandria, Virginia 22304  phone: 703-461-1707  fax: 703-370-6234 email: mihix@ves.edu



Attachment 4

January 17, 2007

Property Owner Address

Re: Valuable Open Space Location

Dear:

As you know from prior communications from our office, your property was previously included on a
list of priority open space sites submitted to City Council in September of 2005. Review of this list was
deferred by City Council at that time to provide City staff the opportunity to conduct further community
outreach, and to make necessary revisions to the staff report and recommendations. On January 9,
2007, City Council received an update on the status of the open space priority sites listed in 2004 and a
revised list of the 2005 properties. Properties are no longer identified as “priority sites,” as in the 2005
recommendations, but are now listed as “valuable open space,” which the City would seek to preserve
through voluntary mechanisms. Open space preservation of these sites could be achieved through
voluntary sale of the property to the City, public access/open space easements, right-of-first refusal,
and/or voluntary conservation easements.

The purpose of this letter is to let you know that the property at -------- has been identified by staff and
the City citizen-comprised Open Space Steering Committee as “Valuable Open Space.” Staff’s
recommendations were submitted to City Council on January 9, 2007. The report containing these

recommendations is enclosed. The City has scheduled a public hearing on this report for February 24,
2007.

If you have any questions, or would like to learn more about the City’s open space preservation
program, please call me at 703.838.5041, x350.

Sincerely,

Laura Durham

Open Space Coordinator

Enclosure

cc: James K. Hartmann, City Manager

Mark Jinks, Deputy City Manager
Kirk Kincannon, Director, Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities



02/21/,2007 03:25 PM
Please respond to
<dacaval{@yahoo.com>

<dacaval@yahoo.com> To

cc

bec

Subject

b
Q-34-077

<alexvamayor@aol.com>, <macdonaldcouncil@msn.com>,
<timothylovain@acl.com>, <councilmangaines@aol.com>,
<council@krupicka.com>, <delpepper@aol.com>,

COA Contact Us: List of Proposed Valuable Open Space Sites # 17

Time: [Wed Feb 21, 2007 15:25:57] IP Address: [76.21.194.182]
Response requested: [] '

First Name:
Last Name:
Street Address:
City:

State:

Zip:

Phone:

Email Address:

Subject:

Dave

Cavanaugh

4008 Fort Worth Avenue

Alexandria

Va

22304

(703) 461-3310

dacaval@yahoo.com

List of Proposed Valuable Open Space Sites # 17

February 21, 2007

4008 Fort Worth Avenue
Alexandria, VA 22304
703.461.3310
dacaval@yahoo.com

The Honorable Mayor and Members of the City
Council

Subject: Revised List of Proposed Valuable Open
Space Sites in the City of Alexandria # 17

The staff report recommends the Valuable Open
Space Sites for 2007 be divided into two
categories, a Valuable Open Space Acquisition
Site list, and a Valuable Open Space Protective
Sites list.

The Valuable Open Space Acquisition Site list
includes only those properties where the City has
indicated an interest in buying the property and
the property owner has expressed a wiliness to



Comments:

pursue negotiations for sale to the City. Proposed
acquisitions would be consistent with City
approved plans. In this case, the staff should
maintain and provide status reports on a list of
on-going, active acquisition projects that have
been approved by the City Council

The Valuable Cpen Space Protection Sites 2007
designates sites as valuable to the City for open
space, but the City has no intent to acquire unless
the owners voluntarily decide to negotiate with the
City.

| suggest it is not in the City’s interest to maintain
this second list. It would be better that the
planning process, e.g., the master plan and small
area plans set out goals and an interest in
providing open space.

Providing for open space ¢an be accomplished in
a variety of ways, e.g., acquisition, donation,
easements, or through ptanning and zoning.
Maintaining a list of tracts for potential acquisition
¢an prejudice the City’s position in planning and
zoning matters and potentially harm the property
owner's interest.

Even if the property owners were willing to
negotiate with the City, acquisition would not be
possible because of inadequate funding.

| suggest the City not maintain a separate
Valuable Open Space Protection Site list because
it can be argued that this is a de facto taking and
besides open space opportunities change over

time,



