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City of Alexandria, Virginia 4-10-07]
MEMORANDUM
DATE:  APRIL3,2007
TO: THE HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF CITY COUNCIL
FROM:  JAMES K. HARTMANN, CITY MANAGERX

SUBJECT: CONSIDERATION OF A REQUEST TO HOLD A FOOT RACE IN THE DEL
RAY AREA ON SATURDAY, JUNE 2, 2007 FROM 8:00 AM. TO NOON IN
HONOR OF KELLEY SWANSON AND IN JUNE 2008 AND JUNE 2009

ISSUE: Consideration of a request to hold a foot race in the Del Ray Area on Saturday, June 2,
2007 from 8:00 a.m. to noon in honor of the late Kelley Swanson (Attachment 1), and in June
2008 and June 2009.

RECOMMENDATIONS: That City Council:

1) Permit an exception to the Major Events Policy to allow the Kelley Cares 5K Run/Walk
scheduled for June 2, 2007, sponsored by the Kelley Cares Committee. The Rosemont
Citizens Association, the Del Ray Citizens Association and the Potomac West Business
Association support this recommendation. (Attachments 2, 3 and 4). In addition,
signatures have been collected in support of the event in the Del Ray area (Attachment 5);
and

2) Because this race is expected to be an annual event, and is supported by the community,
staff recommends that Council permit an exception to the Major Events Policy for the race
in 2007, 2008 and 2009.

BACKGROUND: The current Major Events Policy allows races to be held in the Eisenhower
Valley, with the exception of the Turkey Trot, which is held in Del Ray, and Run Vs. Row, Collin
Casey and the G. W. Parkway Classic which are held along the Potomac River in Old Town.

DISCUSSION: To honor the memory of Kelley Swanson who died in 2005, the Kelley Cares
Committee, wishes to hold a 5K Run/Walk on June 2 along the route described in Attachment 1.
Kelley graduated from T.C. Williams High School in June, 2005 where she was an honor roll
student. For many years, she served as a volunteer working with youth who have special needs.
She worked with children and teens through the Department of Recreation, Parks and Cultural
Activities, therapeutic recreation program, both with the youth opportunity sports basketball
program and the Tops Soccer Program.




In 2006, the race in honor of Kelley Swanson raised over $55,000 that was donated to the
therapeutic recreation program of the Department of Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities.
With this funding, the Department was able to build the sensory room at the Lee Center that is
used and enjoyed by the clients of the program. The Kelley Cares Committee will again donate
the proceeds from the 2007 race to the therapeutic program, and plans to do so in 2008 and 2009.

The Kelley Cares Committee and the numerous volunteers who work on this race are committed to
creating a quality event with minimal disruption to the community. The Kelley Cares organizers
will continue to work with the community and together with the staff to evaluate the effectiveness
of the race route and report back to City Council in 2010. Should Council approve the use of the
route for 2008 and 2009, the Committee can plan the event well in advance, and include the race in
its overall promotion material when planning activities in memory of Kelley Swanson.

FISCAL IMPACT: All costs associated with City Services will be paid for by the Kelley Cares
Committee.

ATTACHMENTS:

Attachment 1. Proposed race route for Kelley Cares SK Run/Walk
Attachment 2. Letter of support from the Rosemont Civic Association
Attachment 3. Letter of support from the Del Ray Civic Association
Attachment 4. Letter of support from the Potomac West Business Association
Attachment 5. Signed Petitions in support of the Kelley Cares SK Run/Walk

STAFF:

Kirk Kincannon, Director, Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities

Janet Bamnett, Deputy Director, Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities

Cheryl Lawrence, Recreation Supervisor, Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities




About Kelley Cares

The Kelley Cares Foundatfion is a mission of love
for our dear daughter, sister, granddoughter,
niece, cousin and friend. Kelley Swanson was a
vibrant, fundoving and energetic young woman
who left us too early.

This Foundation was formed to carry on Kelley's
civic-minded spirit and her desire to make people
aware of the need for inclusion regardless of
ability. Kelley was a very aclive member of the
Therapeutic Recraalion Section's Youth
Opportunity Sports program from the fourth grade
through her gradudtion fram TC Williams,
Throughout her college years, Kelley hoped to
confinue on with the cause of providing awareness
to those in the community with special needs. It is
our intent to carry the torch in her honor.

About Therapeutic Recreation Section

The Therapeutic Recreation Section provides a full
array of programs and services for residents with
disabilities. From speciolized therapeutic
recreation programs to inclusion support to full
inclusion, residents with disabilities can choose
programs that meet their interests and needs. The
Department complies with the Americans with
Disabilities Act {ADA).

Our Mission

The Kelley Cares Foundation and the Therapeutic
Recraafion Section plan to use the proceeds from
this wonderful event to build a Multi-Sensory room
in the Lee Center. Multi-Sensory rooms alert the
primary senses by using sound, smell, lighting,
vibration and touch to stimulote and sooth the
individuals using the space. Whether seniors with
Alzheimers, children with visual or hearing
impairments, autistic adults, children with Down
syndrome or many others use the room, all will
hopefully grow from the fime they have spent in
the facility.
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ATTACHMENT 2

Lindsey Swanson To "Cheryl.Lawrence@alexandriava.gov"
<lindsey@!t-design.net> <Cheryl.Lawrence@alexandriava.gov>
03/14/2007 10:16 AM e

bce

Subject FW: 2007 Kelley Cares 5K Run/Walk

Letter of support from Marguerite Lange, President of the Resemont Citizens
Association dated February 12, 2007.

—————— Forwarded Message

From: Marguerite Lang <margueritelfhotmail.com>
Date: Mon, 12 Feb 2007 21:04:28 +0000

To: <Cheryl.Lawrence@alexandriava.gov>

Cc: <lindsey@lt-design.net>

Subject: Re: 2007 Kelley Cares 5K Run/Walk

To Whom It May Concern:

This letter is in support of the 2007 Kelley Cares 5K Run/Walk, The
run/walk goes through the Rosemont community of which Kelley was a part. It
is an occasion to tell her story each year so that other young people will
be inspired to volunteer to help others as Kelley did during her all toco
brief life.

Again this year the event has a worthy goal of raising mconey to buy a
mobile muiti-sensory room to help children with special needs.

We in Rosemont hope that you approve the run/walk and we look forward to
advertising the event and in helping in any way that we can.

Thank you for your consideration,
Marguerite L. Lang
President, Rosemont Citizens Association

14 West Rosemont Avenue
(703) ©684-6534

Check out all that glitters with the MSN Entertainment Guide to the Academy
Awards®  http://movies.msn.com/movies/oscars2007/?icid=ncoscartagline?

—————— End of Forwarded Message




ATTACHMENT 3

Del Ray Citizens Association

Established 1954 POy Boy 2233, Alexandria, VA 223071
delraycitizens@yahoo.com htrp://www.delraycitizen.org

February 13, 2007

Cheryl Lawrence

Special Events Coordinator
Department of Parks and Recreation
City of Alexandria

Alexandria, VA 22314

Subject: 2007 Kelley Cares 5K Run/Walk

Dear Ms. Lawrence,

On behalf of the Del Ray Citizens Association (DRCA) Executive Board, | am pleased to
support the June 2, 2007 Kelley Cares 5K Run/Walk. Kelley Swanson lived much of her life in
the Del Ray area and we believe this is a fitting tribute to her legacy.

Last year’s inaugural event was very well run, caused little traffic impact to the community with
the road closures, and drew significant support from the Del Ray community. As such, we are
offering our full support to this worthwhile event.

Please feel free to contact me at 703-851-1833 or delrayeitizensivahioo.com should you need
further information about our support. Thank you.

Sincerely,

s fﬂ_‘
Larry Altenburg
President

Celebratmg 1o




ATTACHMENT 4

PWBA, PO Box 2125, Alexandria, VA 22301

February 27, 2007

To Whom It May Concern:

On behalf of the Potomac West Business Association, I am delighted to enthusiastically
endorse the Kelley Cares 5K Run/Walk.

Kelley Swanson was a dedicated leader of the Therapeutic Recreation Section. Through
the Kelley Cares Foundation, her work continues. The Kelley Cares SK Run/Walk spreads the
civic-minded spirit of Kelley to everyone here in Alexandria, especially to our special needs
children.

It is important that we work together in partnership to ensure that all of our youth are
provided the opportunity to participate in quality recreational programs in our community —
including quality daily physical education. Kelley Cares accomplishes this goal.

Kelley is an inspiration to all of us. Let us continue her work.

Sincerely,
Kevin Reilly

President
Potomac West Business Association




Petition

ATTACHMENT 5
1 page of 11

We, the undersigned, request the Mayor and Councilmembers to act on April 11th to
approve the racecourse and event proposal for the First Annual Kelley Cares 5k
Run/Walk. This race will benefit the Therapeutic Recreation Section of Alexandria.
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Petition

We, the undersigned, request the Mayor and Councilmembers to act on April 11th to
approve the racecourse and event proposal for the First Annual Kelley Cares 5k
Run/Walk. This race will benefit the Therapeutic Recreation Section of Alexandria.
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Petition

We, the undersigned, request the Mayor and Councilmembers to act on Aprl 11th to
approve the racecourse and event proposal for the First Annual Kelley Cares 5k
Run/Walk. This race will benefit the Therapeutic Recreation Section of Alexandria.
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Petition

We, the undersigned, request the Mayor and Councilmembers to act prior to April 22™ to
name the new soccer field behind George Washington Middle School Swanson Field in
recognition of the enduring contributions this unique Alexandria family has made
through soccer to our community. We believe they have been instrumental over the last
20 years in making soccer in our city the most inclusive activity outside of our public
school system for kids.

Name ‘ _ Address
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