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Docket Item #16 
STREET NAME CHANGE CASE #2007-0001 
OAK GROVE 

Planning Commission Meeting 
December 4,2007 

ISSUE: Consideration of a request to change the street name of Barecroft Place to 
President Ford Lane within the Oak Grove development. 

APPLICANT: City of Alexandria, Department of Planning and Zoning 

STAFF: Jeffrey Farner, Division Chief, Development 
Jeffrev.Farner@alexandriava. o v  
Katye Parker, Urban Planner 
Katye.Parker@alexandriava.~r;ov 

PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION, DECEMBER 4, 2007: On a motion by Mr. 
Komoroske, seconded by Mr. Dunn, the Planning Commission voted to recommend approval of 
Street Name Change Case 2007-0001, subject to compliance with all applicable codes and 
ordinances. The motion carried on a vote of 7 to 0. 

Reason: The Planning Commission agreed with the staff recommendation to change the street 
name to President Ford Lane. 

In addition, Mr. Wagner requested that the City staff proceed to memorialize Richard Leibach 
through the naming committee and all appropriate groups to ensure that infrastructure such as the 
new pedestrian bridge in Ben Brenman Park is named in his honor. 

Speakers: 

There were no speakers for this item. 
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DISCUSSION: 

The proposal consists of a street name .-.~ . ... . .... -.. , ! 
-.., ; 1 _ 
-... j --. 

. '  7 
, ... 

change for Barecroft Place, which is a new - .  ;/ .. .. , "'.. 
\_ I ....' 

street that was constructed with the Oak % : 

Grove development (DSP#2004-0005). i I -- 
This project received site plan approval in .... 
June 2004 and is located at the corner of . . 

-.. 
Janney's Lane and N. Quaker Lane. , -._ 

-._ 

Barecroft Place intersects Janney's Lane - .  - - ... i 
and provides driveway/garage access to all 
eight of the houses that are part of this 
project. 

/ 8 

There has been a Gerald R. Ford Memorial ,/' 1 
Committee tasked with exploring ways to Figure I :  Location of Street 
memorialize President Ford within the 
City. As part of this process, the 
Committee recommended that the park at 
the comer of Janney's Lane and N. Quaker 
Lane be named in honor of Gerald Ford, 
the country's 3sth President, who was a 
resident of the City of Alexandria for over 
20 years. The group also recommended 
the street associated with the open space 
be named after Gerald Ford to reinforce 
the naming of the park for this portion of 
the City (See attached correspondence 
dated October 23, 2007). Mr. Ford and his 
family first moved to Alexandria in 195 1 
and rented property in Parkfairfax. In Figure 2: Oak Grove and Mr. Ford's House 

1954, the Fords moved to their home at 5 14 Crown View Drive, where they resided until moving 
to the White House in 1974. 

While staff does not support renaming of streets, in this case because of the naming of the 
adjoining open space and President Ford's association with this portion of the City, staff is 
recommending approval. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommends a~urova l  of the street name change from Barecroft Place President Ford 
Lane. 

STAFF: Faroll Harner Director, Planning and Zoning; 
Jeffrey Farner, Chief, Development; and 
Katye Parker, Urban Planner. 



STREET NAME CASE # 2007-000 1 
OAK GROVE-Barecroft Place to President Ford Lane 

Petdlnmd Day 
Jessica Gihmn 

David G Speck Chair 
Pat Tray 

l'hranan C WCnkrmti~lc 

t 4 e ~ t s  blc Wit1h.w D Eublk ' 

Meyar, City of Alexandria 
City H d l  
301 King Streft 
Alexandria, V A  223 14 

Dear Mr. Mayw; 

At  y m r  diremion. five Alexandria citlms were rappointed in F~hnrrry z o g  to mornmand ways in which the 
City can pwmanentty memaiP.isline the late Praidertt Gerald R. F e d  The memhers are noted above artd at  tiw 
first meeting in March, 1 was asked to serve as chair. Thrmlgh the assistarm sf City staff, a notbrre WPFQ tn 
the c~mmunity thrnugh written and eleclmnic mesns to Invlte any individual or entity to suggat ideas far 
memotialiring Prcsident EMd a7 mmxs were received with the rnabrity af the suggestions invotvinp: 
sfre4 aamirgs rraunurtbtrltts or slalbes, builditrp ur parks, or zlelrolatshiys. 

The r~rnrniltw dimssed the voriat~s szaggestinns t h r a g h  ernail ewrhange, telephnsre cmfe~ndng and 
individual c o n ~ e ~ o n q  and &en rrwt an October 3"" to finalize the reeommendatbn to be mbrnittd la ttn 
M a p  and City Council. Although I h w  were many !hou+zkl and creathra I h e ,  the temrrrittee felt that a 
mtnorksl that most closely attached ru the neighbarhd h whkh MsrQnl Ford and his famrly ljved for so 
rrmny years was the preferred choice. kxordindy, the Commiltk+ k ~ + < x l a r r a d q  thst the one acre p k  
that has baan set aside at the Saabeast m r o f  W k c r  and iurnaya h e s  !mume the htatd R, Fwd 
Memorial Pwk with the appropiate signage, kiistorical and info~mational plaque, and hopefully, a thrw 
dirwcnsiml otatumy or  bus^ ob midmt Fosd. With reggrd to rhe latter part of our mammenda~ian, wr  
are aware that any farm nf puMic art has a prtxearr Iha it murst $0 through and that there may cmas 
knvolwed hs~glsid rhe ncrrrnaC available funds, and we would he happy ta talk with the Public Art CummIttee of 
the Arts Commission ?a discus3 the best  approach te p u m  this- rratmmmrlsban 

Further, WE are aware tkbat r h  Planning Commissim a d  Ciw C m b l  mny be conddering a change in the 
~ t r &  namirtg far the current ccsidentbali d t v e b e n t  on rhat site. We wmld erPcaurrge yw to cansitler 
Pserdcnt Ford cmr the na,rr,e for that street a well as the p r k  and we rim thal as consistent with the effort tn 
memorialize a sf& in the neighborbod where the fibrd Family lived, play&, atended xttwl and cur~tr~batrerd 
to aur mrnmunity. 

Thank you for the opportunity to hove yarticipted in this eftart Please let us knaw if we can of further 
service. 


