
City of Alexandria, Virginia 

MEMORANDUM 

DATE: JUNE 8,2012 

TO: BLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF CITY COUNCIL 

FROM: CITY MANAGER 

SUBJECT: CONTINUATION OF THE ROUTE 1 CORRIDOR STREETCAR 
CONVERSION PROJECT WITH ARLTNGTON COUNTY THROUGH A 
SEGMENTED STUDIES AND IMPLEMENTATION PROCESS 

ISSUE: How to continue the Route 1 Col~idor Streetcar Conversion alternatives and environmental 
studies as a joint project with Arlington County. 

RECOMMENDATION: That City Council: 

1, Approve continuation of the joint Route 1 Corridor Streetcar Conversion Project with 
Arlington County as a two-segment project, and 

2. Authorize the City Manager to sign an amended Project Coordination Agreement. 

BACKGROUND: The Route 1 Corridor selves as a major transportation corridor in Northern 
Virginia and the Washington metropolitan region, connecting major destinations such as Old Town, 
Alexandria, Crystal City, and Pentagon City, The corridor is served by a variety of regional and local 
bus routes, Metrosail, and Virginia Railway Express, as well as handles significant automobile traffic. 

Responding to increasing population growth in the region, increasing density throughout the 
corridor, and projected auto~nobile traffic in the corsidor, Arlington County and the City of 
Alexandria have undertaken several planning studies focused on enhancing surface transit along 
Route 1. In March 2003, Arlington and Alexandria completed the Crystal City/Potomac Yard 
(CCPY) Transit Alternatives Analysis, which laid the groundwork for a future transitway in the 
corridor. 

Arlington County conipleted a Documented Categorical Exclusion (DCE) for the CCPY 
Transitway between the Crystal City Metrorail Station and the Arlington County/City of 
Alexandria border (Attachment 1, Segments D and E) in 2007 and updated in 2010 to reflect 
changes in the transitway alignment and proposed redevelopment in Crystal City. Additionally, 
the City of Alexandria completed a DCE for Segment B (Route 1 fl-orn Potomac Avenue to East 
Glebe Road) of the Crystal CitytPotomac Yard Transitway in 201 1. The transitway will open in 
its entirety (Pentagon City Metrorail Station to Braddock Road Metrorail Station) in late 201 3 to 
early 2014 as a bus facility with segments in both dedicated and shared lanes. 










