
        Docket Item # 13 
BAR CASE # 2008-0098      

         
        BAR Meeting 
        July 9, 2008 
 
 
ISSUE:  Alterations 
 
APPLICANT: Jim Ritter, Ritter Architects, for Robinson Terminal 
 
LOCATION:  2 Duke Street 
 
ZONE:  W-1/Waterfront Zone 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends approval of the application for a 
Certificate of Appropriateness as submitted.   
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NOTE: Docket item # 12 must be approved before this item can be considered. 
 
I.  ISSUE: 
The applicant is requesting approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness to make alterations to 
the warehouse located at 2 Duke Street, often referred to as Robinson Terminal.   
 
The applicant proposes to demolish five 6’ x 6’ sections of the roof to accommodate the 
installation of skylights.  The locations of the proposed skylights are generally near the center of 
the building and will provide day lighting for the interior of the Alexandria Seaport Foundation 
workshop.  The proposed acrylic skylights are domed with the base resting approximately eight 
inches above the roof.  Each one will measure 36 square feet. 
 
On the easternmost section of the north elevation, the applicant proposes to install a new solid 
metal exit door and emergency light.  The emergency light is a standard, rectangular-shaped 
utilitarian light fixture.  In addition, the applicant proposes to replace existing metal louvers in-
kind as well as to install a new metal vent-out through an existing window.   
 
II.  HISTORY: 
The two-story brick warehouse was constructed between 1896 and 1902, according to Sanborn 
Fire Insurance Maps.  When first constructed, the building served as both a fertilizer warehouse 
and a machine shop.  Throughout the twentieth century, the building has served as a warehouse, 
and today represents one of the few historic industrial buildings along the waterfront. 
 
There have been a number of Board approvals for 2 Duke Street, including: 

- August 14, 1952, the Board approved a new façade for the Southern Iron Works. 
- BAR Case # 86-44, March 19, 1986, the Board approved demolition of a one-story 

brick building located at 2 Duke Street. 
- BAR Case # 89-62, May 17, 1989, the Board approved alterations to the façade of the 

two-story building at 2 Duke Street.  
 
III.  ANALYSIS: 
 
The proposed alterations comply with zoning ordinance requirements. 
 
Skylights 
 
The Design Guidelines state that “Skylights should be located on the least visually prominent 
section of the roof of a structure” and that “low or flat profile glass skylights are 
preferred…Round or domed acrylic skylights are strongly discouraged.”  In addition, the 
Guidelines recommend that to reduce the visibility of the skylight at night, the skylights should 
have night or integral shades.  Staff finds that in this case, the use of an acrylic domed skylight is 
acceptable.  The building’s roof is flat thus minimizing the visibility of the skylights.  Although 
the proposed skylight is dome-shaped it can still be considered low profile, protruding less than 
one foot total above the roof.  Although glass is the preferred material, Staff finds that due to the 
size of the proposed skylight, the minimal visibility, and the industrial character of the building, 
that the acrylic is acceptable at 2 Duke Street.  The applicant does not propose to equip the 
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skylights with nightshades but has confirmed that this workshop space will be used 
predominantly during daytime hours, alleviating concerns regarding light seepage. 
 
Metal Door 
 
The Design Guidelines state that “exterior flush or paneled metal doors may be appropriate in 
certain limited circumstance for 20th-century retail, commercial and industrial buildings.”  The 
proposed solid metal door will be flush with the brick wall and is appropriate for this industrial 
building. 
 
Exterior Lighting 
 
The Design Guidelines advise that “lighting fixtures should be sympathetic to the style of the 
building and not detract from the architectural character” and that they “should be in scale with 
the existing building.”  Staff finds that the proposed emergency light is consistent both in scale 
and character with this industrial warehouse. 
 
Louvers 
 
Staff finds appropriate the proposed in-kind replacement of the existing metal louver on the north 
elevation and the addition of a small vent through a pane of an existing window.  Neither vent 
will require new openings on the brick wall and will retain the existing fenestration. 
 
Staff finds all of the proposed alterations to be appropriate in accordance with the Design 
Guidelines.  
 
IV.  STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends approval of the Certificate of Appropriateness as submitted.   
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V. CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS 
 
Legend: C - code requirement R - recommendation S - suggestion F- finding 
 
Code Enforcement:  
C-1 Prior to the issuance of a demolition permit or land disturbance permit, a rodent 

abatement plan shall be submitted to Code Enforcement that will outline the steps that 
will taken to prevent the spread of rodents from the construction site to the surrounding 
community and sewers.   

 
C-2 Alterations to the existing structure must comply with the current edition of the Uniform 

Statewide Building Code (USBC). 
 
C-3 Alterations to the existing structure and/or installation and/or altering of equipment 

therein requires a building permit.  Five sets of plans, bearing the signature and seal of a 
design professional registered in the Commonwealth of Virginia, must accompany the 
written application.  The plans must include all dimensions, construction alterations 
details, kitchen equipment, electrical, plumbing, and mechanical layouts and schematics. 

 
Historic Alexandria: 
No comment.
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VI. IMAGES 
 

 
Figure 1.  2 Duke Street and location of proposed demolition. 

 

 
Figure 2.  Existing and proposed demolition for Duke Street elevation. 
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Figure 3.  Location of five proposed skylights. 
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Figure 4.  Specifications for proposed skylights. 
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Figure 5.  Specifications for proposed emergency lighting. 


