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******DRAFT MINUTES****** 
 

Alexandria Board of Architectural Review 
Old & Historic Alexandria District 

 
Wednesday, October 19, 2011 

7:30pm, City Council Chambers, City Hall 
301 King Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22314 

 
Members Present: Tom Hulfish, Chairman 
   Chip Carlin  
  Oscar Fitzgerald  

John von Senden  
   Arthur Keleher 

Wayne Neale 
 

Members Absent: Peter Smeallie 
 
Staff Present:  Planning & Zoning 
   Michele Oaks, Historic Preservation Planner 
   Al Cox, FAIA, Historic Preservation Manager 
   
The meeting was called to order at 7:36 p.m. by Chairman Hulfish. 
 
I.     MINUTES 
 Consideration of the minutes of the public hearing of October 5, 2011. 

BOARD ACTION: Approved, as submitted, 6-0 
On a motion by Mr. Fitzgerald, seconded by Mr. von Senden, the minutes were approved, 
as submitted. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
II.       DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 1.  CASE BAR2011-0264 

Restudy of the design of the electrical power supply for 8 Metrobus shelters on 
the east side of the 1200, 800, 500 and 300 blocks of S Washington St, the 200 
and 500 blocks of N Washington St, and the 1300 and 1600 blocks of E Abingdon 
Drive. 
APPLICANT: City of Alexandria 
BOARD ACTION: Approved, as amended, 4-2. 
CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL: 
1. That the Photovoltaic Glass film will be mounted on the roof of the shelter 

($6,700 model); and  
2. That the Department of Transportation & Environmental Services staff work 

with BAR staff to determine acceptable locations for bus shelters with solar 
panels and that, where solar power is not feasible, that the electric grid be the 
primary power source. 
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SPEAKERS 
Pierre Holloman, Transportation & Environmental Service (T&ES) staff, spoke 
on behalf of the application. 
 
Dave Kaplan, owner at 418 Queen Street, testified that he uses the shelters and 
supports the installation of lighting and real-time bus information in the shelters. 
 
BOARD DISCUSSION 
Mr. von Senden noted that there are positives and negatives for each model 
presented.  He questioned the ability to use solar at all three locations and, upon 
confirmation from Mr. Holloman, noted his preference for the solar film on the 
roof of the shelters. 
 
Mr. Carlin praised T&ES for their concern about project costs during the current 
economic times.  He indicated that, based on aesthetics, he prefers the roof film, 
as it enables the use of solar without providing a “statement.” 
 
Mr. Fitzgerald noted that the Board generally does not look at cost when 
evaluating a project.  However, being a taxpayer he stated that he was concerned 
about the cost of the project. 
 
Mr. Keleher also mirrored Mr. Fitzgerald’s concerns about cost.  He pointed out 
that the cheaper solar model might be an option, as it could be a visual way to 
show Alexandria as being a progressive “green” community. 
 
Mr. Neale concurred with the rest of his colleagues with regard to project cost and 
noted that he could support any of the three options. 
 
A motion to approve the application, as submitted, was made by Mr. Neale and 
seconded by Mr. Keleher.  The motion failed 2-4. 
 

 Mr. von Senden made a second motion to approve the $6,700 solar panel with 
staff’s recommended condition.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Carlin.  

 
 The motion passed, 4-2. 

 
REASON 
The Board felt that the cost per shelter and reliability of product  were acceptable 
for the approved model. 

 
2.         CASE BAR2011-0261 

Request for demolition/encapsulation at 310 Princess St, zoned CD Commercial.   
APPLICANT: Gail Manza by Mary Reader 
BOARD ACTION: Approved, as amended, by a roll call vote, 6-0. 
 

 This item was combined with item #3 for discussion purposes. 
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3.  CASE BAR2011-0262 
   Request for addition at 310 Princess St, zoned CD Commercial.   

APPLICANT: Gail Manza by Mary Reader 
BOARD ACTION: Approved, as amended, by a roll call vote,  6-0. 
CONDITION OF APPROVAL: 
That the doors and windows on the addition comply with the Alexandria 

 Replacement Window Performance Specifications and Minor Architectural 
 Elements Policy.  

 
SPEAKERS 
Gail Manza, applicant, spoke in support of the staff recommendation and also 
noted for the record that her neighbors are in full support of the project. 
 
BOARD DISCUSSION 
After the Chairman confirmed that the Board members did not have any 
comments on the application, he called the question on the staff recommendation 
and condition of approval. 
 
The application was approved, 6-0, by roll call vote. 
 
REASON 
The Board felt that the design of the one-story addition was compatible in style 
and massing with the townhouse and in conformance with the Design Guidelines. 
 

4.  CASE BAR2011-0272 
Request for window replacement at 800 S Saint Asaph St, zoned RC Residential 
APPLICANT: Saint Asaph Square Condominiums Unit Owners Association by 
Patrick M. Mazzei 
BOARD ACTION: Deferred for restudy, 5-0-1.   
 
SPEAKERS 
Patrick Mazzei, applicant, summarized the application and the concerns outlined 
in the staff report between the two window options proposed.  He testified that it 
is their objective to provide their condo owners with options and not tie them to a 
specific window manufacturer. 
 
Debbie Bowan, condo owner, testified that it is her desire to replace her windows 
with the Long Window model.  The need to replace the windows is for energy 
efficiency and safety.   She testified that her current windows are not energy 
efficient and do not lock.  She also questioned why the City’s Building 
Department approved the windows if they were not complaint with the original 
BAR approval. 
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Tony, Representative from Long Windows, testified at the end of the hearing that 
if the item was deferred he would be able to supply a sample of the proposed 
window. 
 
BOARD DISCUSSION 
 
The Board’s dialog generally supported the application for window replacement.  
However, most of the Board members noted that due to the monolithic building 
form, a single window manufacturer should be utilized for visual consistency.   
The Board conveyed to the applicant that they were not familiar with the 
proposed windows, as the windows are not currently in conformance with the 
window policy and requested window samples to be provided.   The Board 
requested a deferral of the application from the applicant in order for window 
samples to be provided. 
  
Mr. Neale made a motion to defer the application to the following hearing to 
allow the applicant the opportunity to provide window samples.  Dr. Fitzgerald 
seconded the motion.   

 
  The motion to defer was approved, 5-0-1.  (Chairman Hulfish recused   
  himself from the vote.)  

 
REASON 
The Board felt that they needed window samples in order to make an informed 
decision on the application. 
 

5.  CASE BAR2011-0273 
Request for demolition/encapsulation at 511 S Lee St, zoned RM Residential 
APPLICANT: Caton & Lizzie Burwell by Patrick Camus 
BOARD ACTION: Approved, as amended, by a roll call vote, 6-0. 

 This item was combined with item #6 for discussion purposes. 
 

6.  CASE BAR2011-0274 
Request for alterations at 511 S Lee St, zoned RM Residential 
APPLICANT: Caton & Lizzie Burwell by Patrick Camus 
BOARD ACTION: Approved, as amended, by a roll call vote, 6-0. 
CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL: 
1. That the new wood stoop be constructed in the same location as the existing 

brick stoop; however, the stoop may be constructed approximately 8 to 9 
inches wider, in its historic location, if the applicant obtains an 
Encroachment Ordinance from City;  

 
2. That the proposed basement window under the new wooden stoop be 

deleted;  and,  
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3. The statements in archaeology conditions below shall appear in the General 
Notes of all site plans and on all site plan sheets that involve demolition or 
ground disturbance (including Basement/Foundation Plans, Demolition, 
Erosion and Sediment Control, Grading, Landscaping, Utilities, and 
Sheeting and Shoring) so that on-site contractors are aware of the 
requirements: 

 
a. The applicant/developer shall call Alexandria Archaeology immediately 

(703-746-4399) if any buried structural remains (wall foundations, wells, 
privies, cisterns, etc.) or concentrations of artifacts are discovered during the 
course of the project.  Work must cease in the area of the discovery until a 
City archaeologist comes to the site and records the finds. 

 
b. The applicant/developer shall not allow any metal detection to be conducted 

on the property, unless authorized by Alexandria Archaeology. 
 
SPEAKERS 
Patrick Camus, agent for the applicant, spoke in support of the staff 
recommendation. 
 
BOARD DISCUSSION 
After the Chairman confirmed that the Board members did not have any 
comments on the application, he called the question on the staff recommendation. 
 
The application was approved, 6-0, by roll call vote. 
 
REASON 
The Board felt that the design of the one-story addition was compatible in style 
and massing with the townhouse and in conformance with the Design Guidelines. 
 

7.  CASE BAR2011-0275 
Request for demolition/encapsulation at 101 Franklin St, zoned RM Residential 
APPLICANT: Amy Fries & Mark Eisenhower by Stephanie Dimond 
BOARD ACTION:  Approved, as amended, by a roll call vote,  6-0. 

 This item was combined with item #8 for discussion purposes. 
 

8.  CASE BAR2011-0276 
Request for alterations at 101 Franklin St, zoned RM Residential 
APPLICANT: Amy Fries & Mark Eisenhower by Stephanie Dimond 
BOARD ACTION: Approved, as amended, by a roll call vote,  6-0. 
CONDITION OF APPROVAL: 
That the new and replacement windows be in conformance with the Window 
Policy. 
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SPEAKERS 
Stephanie Dimond, agent for the applicant, commented on the staff 
recommendation and presented photos taken of neighboring dormers and a third 
story porch in Ford’s Landing. 
 
BOARD DISCUSSION 
Mr. Neale began the discussion by expressing that he does not object to the 
dormer design as proposed.  He felt that the varying dormer styles within 
Alexandria is what, in his opinion, makes Old Town unique. 
 
Mr. Keleher and Mr. Fitzgerald also expressed that they did not object to the 
application. 
 
Mr. von Senden pointed out that he initially had size concerns with the bay 
window and dormers and with the utilization of the ocular window on the side 
elevation.   However, as he further analyzed the project and its potential impacts 
to the streetscape his concerns were alleviated. 

 
 Mr. Keleher made the motion to approve the application with the Staff 
 recommended condition #1 only.  The motion was seconded by Mr. von Senden.  
 
 The motion passed by roll call vote, 6-0. 

 
REASON 
The Board felt that the proposed alterations and dormer additions were a 
substantial design improvement on the existing, simple 1970s townhouse. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
IV.       DEFERRED 
 

9. CASE BAR2011-0271 
Request for fence enclosure for trash area at 1206 S Washington St, zoned RC 
Residential 
APPLICANT: Virginia Department of Transportation by Grady Management 
Deferred pending resolution of outstanding issues. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
V.    OTHER BUSINESS 
 

 329 N. St. Asaph Street Approval 
 Parker-Gray BAR Review of Design Guidelines 
 Brick Workshop in Culpeper, VA 
 Sign Enforcement within Historic District 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
VI.  ADJOURNMENT 
 

Chairman Hulfish adjourned the meeting at approximately 8:45pm. 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
VII.    ADMINISTRATIVE APPROVALS 

The following items are shown for information only. Based on the Board's adopted policies, these have 
been approved by Staff since the previous Board meeting. 

 
CASE BAR2011-0285 
Request for window replacement at 1304 Seaport Lane, zoned RB Residential 
APPLICANT: Anne Alberi 

 
CASE BAR2011-0292 
Request for signage at 420 S Washington St, zoned CD Commercial 
APPLICANT: Maggie Austin Cake 
 
CASE BAR2011-0294 
Request for rear fence relocation and rear shed at 321 Queen St, zoned RM 
Residential 
APPLICANT: Andrea Barlow 
 
CASE BAR2011-0296 
Request for window well cover at 318 Duke St, zoned RM Residential 
APPLICANT: Christina Lepore 

 
     Minutes submitted by, 
 
 
 
     Michele Oaks, Historic Preservation Planner 
     Boards of Architectural Review 

 
 
 
 
 
  


