
Docket Item # 1 

BAR CASE #2012-0015 

 

BAR Meeting 

        February 15, 2012 

 

 

ISSUE:  Signage 

  

APPLICANT: Society Fair by Paul Beckmann 

    

LOCATION:  277 South Washington Street 

 

ZONE:  CD / Commercial 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness 

for all four existing window banners but only two of the four proposed “Society Fair” window 

logos.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

**EXPIRATION OF APPROVALS NOTE: In accordance with Sections 10-106(B) and 10-206(B) of the Zoning 

Ordinance, any official Board of Architectural Review approval will expire 12 months from the date of final 

approval if the work is not commenced and diligently and substantially pursued by the end of that 12-month period. 

 

**BUILDING PERMIT NOTE: Most projects approved by the Board of Architectural Review require the issuance 

of one or more construction permits by Building and Fire Code Administration (including siding or roofing over 100 

square feet, windows and signs).  The applicant is responsible for obtaining all necessary construction permits after 

receiving Board of Architectural Review approval.  Contact Code Administration, Room 4200, City Hall, 703-746-

4200 for further information.  
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I.  ISSUE 
The applicant is requesting approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness at 277 South 

Washington Street for window decal signage.  The decals are white vinyl and are affixed to the 

interior of the glass storefronts.  The decals include: 

 Four window logos that read “SOCIETY FAIR” (6.5 square feet each) 

 Four window banners that read “Butchery • Bakery • Market • Wine Bar” (2.25 square 

feet each) 

 

Society Fair has two adjacent storefront entrances on S Washington Street.  They are proposing a 

set of decals to be located on either side of the pair of doors at both entrances.  

 

II. HISTORY 
The Atrium Building at 277 South Washington Street, formerly the headquarters of the Time-

Life publishing group, was constructed in 1977.  It was a postmodern effort to use historicist 

references as part of the design vocabulary on a large-scale commercial building.  It was 

designed by the Alexandria architectural firm of Michael and Michael.  The original design was 

not approved by the Board (B.A.R. Minutes 10/1/1974).  The compromise design which was 

built was approved by City Council, on appeal. 
 
The BAR has approved signage for a number of past tenants located within the Atrium Building, 

including BAR Case # 2000-0079 (May 17, 2000), BAR Case # 2002-0276 (November 20, 

2002) and BAR Case # 2005-0271 (December 7, 2005).  The Board approved a sign plan for this 

building in January 1999 (BAR Case #98-0223, January 20, 1999).  The BAR has also approved 

exterior alterations to the building itself, BAR Case # 97-0189 (September 17, 1997).  A new 

trash enclosure for the building was approved on April 6, 2011 (BAR CASE # 2011-0051). 

 

On Oct. 5, 2011, the BAR approved a wood hanging sign (12.5 square feet), two aluminum 

compact fluorescent sign lights installed in brick planter (seven watt, 6”L x 3”W x 4.5”H), two 

new 72”x30” copper awnings over existing doorways on the S Washington Street façade, two 

custom metal scroll ornaments on the interior of the glass transom above the copper awnings, 

and one new air intake louver and three new air vents on north façade (BAR Case #2011-0246). 

The hanging sign that was installed was slightly smaller than the approved size and also featured 

slightly different text and images which Staff approved as a minor amendment (figure 3 & 4).  

 

III. ANALYSIS 
The proposed project complies with Zoning Ordinance regulations. 

 

The applicant is requesting after-the-fact approval for window decals.  The eight window decals 

they are proposing are in addition to their already approved hanging sign.   They propose to 

attach a window logo and a window banner on either side of each entry door on their storefront 

facing South Washington Street.  Only six of the eight window decals have been installed as they 

stopped work on the signage when they were informed that the decals needed BAR approval.  

 

The Design Guidelines state that window signs “may not exceed 20% of the total window area,” 

and “should not obscure the interior view of a retail establishment.”  The proposed window 
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decals would occupy 17.3% of the window area.  The Guidelines also state that “generally, only 

one sign per business is appropriate” and that the signage “should be as simple as possible and 

avoid repetitious and undue verbiage.”  

 

The zoning ordinance allows one square foot of sign for every linear foot of frontage of 

commercial use.  The street frontage of this retail use is 67’ which would allow the BAR to 

approve the proposed 35 square feet of window signage, in addition to the existing 12.5 square 

foot hanging sign.  However, it is important to note that most signs in the historic district are not 

as large, or as numerous, as the maximum allowed under the Zoning Ordinance.   

 

 

The proposed decals are simple and well designed.  However, Staff believes the four large logo 

window decals proposed are too repetitive in this location and recommends limiting these to the 

two already installed.  Staff supports all four window banners along the bottom of each window 

because they are low enough in the window and small enough to not be overly distracting.  Once 

the outdoor dining is installed in the spring, the banners will hardly be visible from the street. 

 

The National Park Service reviewed this application and had no objection to the proposed 

signage.   

 

Staff, therefore, recommends approval of the Certificate of Appropriateness for all four existing 

window banners but only two of the four proposed “Society Fair” window logos (see figures 1 & 2).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STAFF 

Courtney Lankford, Historic Preservation Planner, Planning & Zoning 

Al Cox, FAIA, Historic Preservation Manager, Planning & Zoning 
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IV. CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS  

Legend: C - code requirement R - recommendation S - suggestion F- finding 

 

Code Administration 

No Code Administration comments. 

 

 

Transportation and Environmental Services (T&ES) 

FINDINGS: 

 

F1. Conditions from other approvals shall be applied, BAR2011-00246, ENC2010-0003; 

SUP2010-00009, SIT75-0018 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS  

 

R1. Applicant shall be responsible for repairs to the adjacent city right-of-way if damaged 

during construction activity. (T&ES) 

 

R2. No permanent structure may be constructed over any existing private and/or public utility 

easements.  It is the responsibility of the applicant to identify any and all existing 

easements on the plan. (T&ES) 

 

CITY CODE REQUIREMENTS 

 

C-1   The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria’s Solid Waste Control, Title 5, 

Chapter 1, which sets forth the requirements for the recycling of materials (Sec. 5-1-99). 

(T&ES) 

 

C-2   The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria's Noise Control Code, Title 11, 

Chapter 5, which sets the maximum permissible noise level as measured at the property 

line. (T&ES) 

 

C-3 Any work within the right-of-way requires a separate permit from T&ES. (Sec. 5-2) 

(T&ES) 
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V. IMAGES 
 

 
 

 
Figure 1 & 2: 277 South Washington Street and existing signage.  

Note: The six window decals shown here are the ones Staff recommends approval of.   Staff does not 

recommend approval of two additional “Society Fair” window logo decals on the left storefront. 
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Figure 3: BAR approved design of hanging sign. 

(BAR approved a 12.5 square foot sign. Sign shown here is 17.5 square feet) 

 

 

 
Figure 4: Existing hanging sign approved by Staff as a minor amendment. 
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Figure 5: Sidewalk area plan. 
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 Figure 6: Proposed signage. 

 

 

 



BAR CASE #2012-0015 

        February 15, 2012                
 

 

10 

 

 
Figure 7: Proposed window signage and caluculations.  

 

 

 

 












