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        Docket Item # 4 

BAR CASE # 2012-0034 

         

        BAR Meeting 

        March 7, 2012 

 

 

ISSUE:   Alterations (skylight) 

 

APPLICANT:  Doug Frantz and Catherine Collins by Gayland French 

 

LOCATION:  1117 Prince Street 

 

ZONE:   RM / Residential   

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends approval of the Certificate of 

Appropriateness as submitted. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
**EXPIRATION OF APPROVALS NOTE: In accordance with Sections 10-106(B) and 10-206(B) of the Zoning 

Ordinance, any official Board of Architectural Review approval will expire 12 months from the date of issuance if 

the work is not commenced and diligently and substantially pursued by the end of that 12-month period. 

 

**BUILDING PERMIT NOTE: Most projects approved by the Board of Architectural Review require the issuance 

of one or more construction permits by Building and Fire Code Administration (including signs).  The applicant is 

responsible for obtaining all necessary construction permits after receiving Board of Architectural Review approval.  

Contact Code Administration, Room 4200, City Hall, 703-838-4360 for further information.  
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I.  ISSUE: 

The applicant is requesting approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness to install a single 

skylight measuring 22 inches by 46 inches (approximately 6.9 square feet) on the rear (north) 

elevation roof.  The proposed Velux skylight will have a flat profile.  The skylight will be 

installed between the existing roof rafters and to the east of an existing dormer.  The proposed 

skylight will be visible only from the public alley to the rear of the subject property.  

 

II.  HISTORY: 

The townhouse at 1117 Prince Street is a two and a half story brick townhouse which was 

constructed in 1816-1818 along with 1113 and 1115 Prince Street, according to Ethelyn Cox in 

Historic Alexandria Street by Street.   

 

In 2011, BAR Staff administratively approved a roof replacement and rear dormer window 

replacement (BAR Case #2011-0331). 
 

III.  ANALYSIS: 

The proposal complies with Zoning Ordinance requirements.  

 

The Design Guidelines state the “skylights should be located on the least visually prominent 

section of the roof” and “should not be located on a section facing the street.”  Furthermore, the 

Guidelines note that “low or flat profile glass skylights are preferred.”  In the opinion of Staff, 

the proposed skylight is a sensitive and minimally visible alteration that is consistent with the 

Design Guidelines. 

 

Staff recommends approval of the Certificate of Appropriateness as submitted. 

 

STAFF: 

Catherine Miliaras, Historic Preservation Planner, Planning & Zoning 

Al Cox, FAIA, Historic Preservation Manager, Planning & Zoning 

 

 

 

IV. CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS  

Legend: C - code requirement R - recommendation S - suggestion F- finding 

 

Code Administration 

F-1  The review by Code Administration is a preliminary review only.  Once the applicant has 

filed for a building permit, code requirements will be based upon the building permit 

plans.   If there are any questions, the applicant may contact Ken Granata, Acting Plan 

Review Supervisor at ken.granata@alexandriava.gov or 703-746-4193.  

 

C-1 A building is required for this project. Five sets of construction documents that fully 

detail the construction shall accompany the permit application. 

 

C-2 Alterations to the existing structure must comply with the current edition of the Uniform 

Statewide Building Code (USBC). 

 

C-3 All exterior walls shall comply with Table R302.1 of the 2009 USBC. 

mailto:ken.granata@alexandriava.gov
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Transportation & Environmental Services 

RECOMMENDATIONS  
 

R1. Applicant shall be responsible for repairs to the adjacent city right-of-way if damaged 

during construction activity. (T&ES) 

 

R2. All improvements to the city right-of-way such as curbing, sidewalk, driveway aprons, 

etc. must be city standard design. (T&ES) 

 
 

CITY CODE REQUIREMENTS 
 

C-1 Roof, surface and sub-surface drains shall be connect to the public storm sewer system, if 

available, by continuous underground pipe.  Where a storm sewer is not available, the 

applicant must provide a design to mitigate impact of stormwater drainage onto adjacent 

properties and to the satisfaction of the Director of Transportation & Environmental 

Services. (5-6-224) (T&ES) 

 

C-2 The building permit plans shall comply with requirements of City Code Section 5-6-224 

regarding the location of downspouts, foundation drains and sump pumps. (T&ES) 

 

C-3   The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria's Noise Control Code, Title 11, 

Chapter 5, which sets the maximum permissible noise level as measured at the property 

line. (T&ES) 

 

C-4 All secondary utilities serving this site shall be placed underground. (Sec. 5-3-3) (T&ES) 

 

C-5   The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria’s Solid Waste Control, Title 5, 

Chapter 1, which sets forth the requirements for the recycling of materials (Sec. 5-1-99). 

(T&ES) 

 

C-6 Any work within or performed from the right-of-way requires a separate permit from 

T&ES. (Sec. 5-2) (T&ES) 
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V. IMAGES 

 

 

Figure 1. Front (south) elevation. 
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Figure 2. View of rear (north) elevation from alley. 

 

 

Figure 3. Location of proposed skylight. 
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Figure 4. Rear roof diagram showing location of proposed skylight. 

 

 
Figure 5. Skylight specifications. 












