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        Docket Item # 5 

BAR CASE # 2012-0035 

         

        BAR Meeting 

        March 7, 2012 

 

 

ISSUE:   Alterations (fence) 

 

APPLICANT:  Stephen Rhind-Tutt & Janice Cronin by Stephanie Dimond 

 

LOCATION:  623 South Fairfax Street 

 

ZONE:   RM / Residential   

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends approval of the Certificate of 

Appropriateness as submitted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
**EXPIRATION OF APPROVALS NOTE: In accordance with Sections 10-106(B) and 10-206(B) of the Zoning 

Ordinance, any official Board of Architectural Review approval will expire 12 months from the date of issuance if 

the work is not commenced and diligently and substantially pursued by the end of that 12-month period. 

 

**BUILDING PERMIT NOTE: Most projects approved by the Board of Architectural Review require the issuance 

of one or more construction permits by Building and Fire Code Administration (including signs).  The applicant is 

responsible for obtaining all necessary construction permits after receiving Board of Architectural Review approval.  

Contact Code Administration, Room 4200, City Hall, 703-838-4360 for further information.  
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I.  ISSUE: 

The applicant is requesting approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness for a new fence at 623 

South Fairfax Street.  The proposed fence will be six feet tall and will run parallel to the existing 

fence located along the front property line, south of the existing house.  The existing metal picket 

fence is five feet six inches tall and includes a two foot knee wall.  The new fence will also run 

perpendicular to the front property line and adjoin the front (southeast) corner of the house.  The 

new fence will be a metal picket and will be similar to the existing though without a brick knee 

wall.  The existing black metal arbor will be reused. 

 

The new fence is required for public safety around a swimming pool in accordance with City 

Code.  The design of the pool is not before the BAR.    

 

II.  HISTORY: 

The freestanding frame house at 623 South Fairfax Street is a two and a half story Greek Revival 

style house which dates from the mid-19
th

 century according to Ethelyn Cox in Historic 

Alexandria Street by Street (p. 51).   

 

The Board has reviewed several applications for this property.  The Board approved a Permit to 

Demolish and a Certificate of Appropriateness in 2005 (BAR Case #2005-0084 and BAR Case 

#2005-0085) for two additions and alterations.  In 2006, the Board approved a new front gate for 

the property (BAR Case #2006-0225, October 18, 2006).  In 2008, the Board approved a new 

pergola and fencing/brick walls at the property (BAR Case #2008-0089, June 18, 2008). 
 

III.  ANALYSIS: 

In accordance with Section 7-202(C) of the Zoning Ordinance, the BAR may waive or modify 

requirements for fences “where the board finds that a proposed fence would be architecturally 

appropriate and consistent with the character of the district.”  Although the pool is not before the 

BAR and was only included in the plans as reference, the proposed pool must be located behind 

the front building wall and must be at least five feet from the south property line to be in 

compliance with Zoning Ordinance requirements. 

 

The Design Guidelines note that “fences, garden walls and gates should be appropriate in 

materials, design and scale to the period and character of the structure they surround.”  Staff 

notes that the proposed fence is very similar stylistically to the existing metal picket fence and 

appropriate for the house.  Although it is unusual to see two fences so close to one another, Staff 

notes that a sense of openness and transparency will still remain despite the addition of the six 

foot fence.  The vegetation in front of the existing fence will continue to screen both the existing 

and proposed fence and significant additional vegetation in planned in this area. 

 

Staff recommends approval of the Certificate of Appropriateness as submitted. 

 

STAFF: 

Catherine Miliaras, Historic Preservation Planner, Planning & Zoning 

Al Cox, FAIA, Historic Preservation Manager, Planning & Zoning 
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IV. CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS  

Legend: C - code requirement R - recommendation S - suggestion F- finding 

 

Code Administration 

F-1  The review by Code Administration is a preliminary review only.  Once the applicant has 

filed for a building permit, code requirements will be based upon the building permit 

plans.   If there are any questions, the applicant may contact Ken Granata, Acting Plan 

Review Supervisor at ken.granata@alexandriava.gov or 703-746-4193.  

 

C-1 Building and trades permits are required for this project. Five sets of construction 

documents sealed by a Registered Design Professional that fully detail the construction as 

well as layout and schematics of the mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems shall 

accompany the permit application(s)  

 

C-2 New construction must comply with the current edition of the Uniform Statewide 

Building Code (USBC). 

 

C-3 Any proposed future alterations to the existing structure must comply with the current 

edition of the Uniform Statewide Building Code (USBC). 

 

C-4 The Alexandria Aquatic Health Code (Sec 11-11-1 et. seq.) does not apply to residential 

swimming pools serving a single family dwelling or duplex residence. Construction 

requirements for these facilities shall comply with the Virginia Uniform Statewide 

Building Code.   

 

C-5 Any single family dwelling or duplex that is being used as bed and breakfast or child care 

facility is subject to the Alexandria Aquatic Health Code. 

 

C-6 Swimming Pool Barriers shall be a minimum of 48” above grade on the side of the 

barrier facing away from the swimming pool. Openings in barriers shall not allow the 

passage of a 4” sphere. Pedestrian gates in barriers shall open outward away from the 

swimming pool and shall be self-closing self-latching.  Release mechanism for the gate 

shall be located on the pool side 3” below the top of the gate and the gate shall have no 

opening larger than ½” within 18” of the release mechanism. 

 

C-7 Where the wall of the dwelling unit is serving as part of the pool barrier one of the 

following 3 items must be met: 1) The pool shall be equipped with a power safety cover, 

2) The doors with direct access to the pool shall be equipped with an audible alarm when 

the door is open 3) Other means of protection maybe excepted such as self-closing doors 

with self-latching maybe excepted if the degree of protection is not less than items 1 and 

2.    

 

C-8 All swimming pool electrical wiring and installation shall comply with Chapter Virginia 

Residential Code (Chapter 42).  

 

C-9  GFCI is required for all 15 and 20-ampere, single phase 125 V receptacles located within 

20 feet of the inside wall of the pool.  A minimum of one receptacle shall be located 

mailto:ken.granata@alexandriava.gov
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between 6 ft. and 20 ft. from the inside wall of the pool with the   maximum height of the 

receptacle not to exceed 6’-6” above floor, platform or grade level. Receptacles directly 

related to the circulation and sanitation of the pool shall be permitted to be 6 ft. to 10 ft. 

away from the inside wall of the pool.  

 

C-10 Prior to the issuance of a land disturbance permit, a rodent abatement plan shall be 

submitted to Code Enforcement that will outline the steps that will be taken to prevent the 

spread of rodents from the construction site to the surrounding community and sewers.  

  
C-11  Sheeting and shoring shall not extend beyond the property line; except when the 

developer has obtained a written release from adjacent property owners which has been 

recorded in the land records; or through an approved encroachment process. 

 

Transportation and Environmental Services (T & ES): 

RECOMMENDATIONS  

R1. The building permit plans shall comply with requirements of City Code Section 5-6-224 

regarding the location of downspouts, foundation drains and sump pumps.  Refer to 

Memorandum to Industry dated June 18, 2004. [Memorandum is available online at the 

City web site under Transportation\Engineering and Design\Memos to Industry.]. 

(T&ES) 

 

R2. Applicant shall be responsible for repairs to the adjacent city right-of-way if damaged 

during construction activity. (T&ES) 

 

R3. All improvements to the city right-of-way such as curbing, sidewalk, driveway aprons, 

etc. must be city standard design. (T&ES) 

 

R4. No permanent structure may be constructed over any existing private and/or public utility 

easements.  It is the responsibility of the applicant to identify any and all existing 

easements on the plan. (T&ES) 

 

R5. An erosion and sediment control plan must be approved by T&ES prior to any land 

disturbing activity greater than 2,500 square feet. (T&ES) 

 

R6. Compliance with the provisions of Article XIII of the City’s zoning ordinance for 

stormwater quality control is required for any land disturbing activity greater than 2,500 

square feet. (T&ES) 

 

R7. The building permit must be approved and issued prior to the issuance of any permit for 

demolition. (T&ES) 

 

FINDINGS  
F1. The proposed alteration is for fencing for a proposed pool – the fencing shall be placed 

within the property lines.  No portion shall encroach into the public right-of-way.  

(T&ES) 

 

F2. An approved grading plan will be required at the time of building permit application for 

the pool.  
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 In summary, City Code Section 5-6-224 requires that a grading plan be submitted to and 

approved by T&ES prior to the issuance of building permits for improvements involving:  

• construction of a new home; 

• construction of an addition to an existing home where either 

• the addition exceeds the area of the existing building footprint by 100% or more;  

•  or, the construction of the addition results in less that 50% of the existing first floor   

exterior walls, in their entirety, remaining; 

• changes to existing grade elevation of 1-foot or greater;  

• changes to existing drainage patterns; 

• land disturbance of 2,500 square feet or greater. 

Questions regarding the processing of grading plans should be directed to the T&ES Site 

Plan Coordinator at (703) 746-4064.  Memorandum to Industry No. 02-08 was issued on 

April 28, 2008 and can be viewed online via the following link. 

http://alexandriava.gov/uploadedFiles/tes/info/gradingPlanRequirements.pdf   
 

F3. The attached plat is not the most current record for this parcel.  An updated plat will be 

required for any further submission of all applications.  The updated pat shall show the 

improvements completed under PLT2006-00016. (T&ES) 

 

CITY CODE REQUIREMENTS 

C-1   The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria’s Solid Waste Control, Title 5, 

Chapter 1, which sets forth the requirements for the recycling of materials (Sec. 5-1-99). 

(T&ES) 

 

C-2   The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria's Noise Control Code, Title 11, 

Chapter 5, which sets the maximum permissible noise level as measured at the property 

line. (T&ES) 

 

C-3 Roof, surface and sub-surface drains be connected to the public storm sewer system, if 

available, by continuous underground pipe.  Where storm sewer is not available applicant 

must provide a design to mitigate impact of stormwater drainage onto adjacent properties 

and to the satisfaction of the Director of Transportation & Environmental Services.  

(Sec.5-6-224) (T&ES) 

 

C-4 All secondary utilities serving this site shall be placed underground. (Sec. 5-3-3) (T&ES) 

 

C-5 Pay sanitary sewer tap fee prior to release of Grading Plan. (Sec. 5-6-25) (T&ES) 

 

C-6 Any work within the right-of-way requires a separate permit from T&ES. (Sec. 5-2) 

(T&ES) 
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V. IMAGES 

 

 

Figure 1. Front (east) elevation. 

 

 
Figure 2. Looking southwest toward area of proposed fence. 
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Figure 3. Detail of existing fence and pier. 

 

 
Figure 4. Detail of existing metal arbor to be reused.
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Figure 5. Existing elevation and plan. 



 

 
Figure 6. Proposed plan and elevation. 












