
         Docket Item# 1 

 BAR CASE #2012-0043 

         

         BAR Meeting 

         March 21, 2012 

 

 

ISSUE:  Certificate of Appropriateness for Alterations/Signage 

    

APPLICANT: Nando’s of Alexandria, LLC by M. Catherine Puskar 

 

LOCATION:  702-704 King Street 

 

ZONE:  KR / King Street Urban Retail 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends approval of the Certificate of 

Appropriateness with the recommendation that the applicant may utilize a millable, paintable, 

wood composite material for the construction of the storefront bulkhead. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

*EXPIRATION OF APPROVALS NOTE: In accordance with Sections 10-106(B) and 10-206(B) of the Zoning 

Ordinance, any official Board of Architectural Review approval will expire 12 months from the date of issuance if 

the work is not commenced and diligently and substantially pursued by the end of that 12-month period. 

 

**BUILDING PERMIT NOTE: Most projects approved by the Board of Architectural Review require the issuance 

of one or more construction permits by Building and Fire Code Administration (including signs).  The applicant is 

responsible for obtaining all necessary construction permits after receiving Board of Architectural Review approval.  

Contact Code Administration, Room 4200, City Hall, 703-838-4360 for further information. 
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I.  ISSUE: 
The applicant is requesting approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness for alterations and to the existing 

storefront and signage at 702-704 King Street.   

 

The proposed alterations include: 

 

Storefront 

 Removal of existing storefront doors and transoms and installation of new, painted wood, 

single-light entry doors.  

 Installation of wood trim and base moulding on the storefront’s bulkheads. 

 Removal of existing brick veneer partition wall within the storefront entry vestibules to 

expose the original masonry wall and installation of a painted wood, board and batten grid on 

the wall surface. 

 Installation of a painted wood, board and batten grid on the storefront’s soffits. 

 Removal of the existing fabric awning and installation of a painted, wood frieze board with a 

built-up cornice capped with bronze flashing.   

 Painting the existing painted façade, wood trim and storefront per proposed color scheme. 

 

Signage: 

  A new,  2’ high, 3” deep, painted, aluminum, pin mounted channel letter sign affixed to the 

fascia board centered above the storefront identifying the company name “Nando’s Peri-Peri” 

(overall dimension of sign: 9’ long by 2’ high / 18 sq. ft.)  The sign will be externally 

illuminated utilizing three, mini-micro light fixtures in a bronze finish affixed to the brick 

wall above the sign.   

  A new, double-sided blade sign mounted on a metal sign bracket affixed to the western 

portion of the first floor elevation.  This proposed, 2’5” diameter (6.2 sq. ft.) circle-shaped 

sign is fabricated from an aged copper finished aluminum identifying the company’s chicken 

logo.  The sign will be mounted onto a simple aluminum tube bracket and affixed to the brick 

façade with bolts embedded into the mortar joints.  The sign will be lit utilizing two, black 

finish mini-micro lights affixed to the hanging bracket. 

  A new, menu board inserted into the wood, board and batten door return of the east entry.  

The menu board will be fabricated of an aged antique copper finished aluminum and will be 

lit by LED down lighting affixed under an overhang at the top ledge of the unit.  The menu 

board will measure 2’4-1/2” by 1’6” (3.6sq.ft). 

 

Total Linear Frontage: 28’.  Total square footage of signage:  27.8 (99%) 

 

II.  HISTORY 
702-704 King Street is a two-story, four-bay masonry building constructed by 1885 as a dwelling and 

converted by 1921 to a restaurant according to Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps (originally only identified as 

704.)  The front façade is constructed with pressed brick laid in seven-course common bond.  The existing 

8/8, single-glazed, wood windows are detailed with stone sills and a band of soldier bricks which run the 

length of the façade above the windows.  A simple box cornice highlights the junction of the façade and 

the flat roof. 

 

 

The building is sited on the south side of King Street among existing retail stores and restaurants - many 

of which have had significant alterations to their historic facades.   

 

The previous tenant, Popeye’s Restaurant, began operation at this site in 1984 and closed this location 

2011. 
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Previous Approvals: 

On October 16, 1948, the BAR approved alterations to the front elevation. 

 

On November 15, 1978, the BAR approved alterations to the storefront which included the installation of 

doors and brick veneer on door returns, and the installation of an awning (excerpt from minutes). 

 

On August 15, 1979, the BAR approved the construction of the storefront bay window and installation of 

signage (excerpt from minutes). 

 

On June 6, 1990, the BAR approved signage and awnings (BAR Case #90-108.) 

 

On December 3, 1997, the BAR reviewed a proposal for the removal of a single awning and the 

installation of two new awnings with signage, POPEYES CHICKEN & BISCUITS.  This case was 

deferred for further study of the design of the awnings.  Staff was not able to find an approval for the 

existing sign program (BAR Case 1995-0140.) 

 

III. BACKGROUND 

A Special Use Permit application (SUP2011-0089) for the operation of a restaurant was approved by 

Planning Commission on March 8, 2012 and will be reviewed by City Council on May 17, 2012. 

 

IV. ANALYSIS 
The proposed alterations comply with the KR zone as defined in the City’s Zoning Ordinance.   

 

Alterations 

Staff strongly supports improvements to this late 20
th
 century storefront, particularly removal of the 

previous over-scaled, red awning and the thoughtfully-considered, new architectural details.  The 

proposed alterations include installation of full-light, painted wood entry doors, the installation of a new 

fascia board and cornice above the existing storefront, wood panel detailing on the bulkhead, the removal 

of the brick veneer on the door returns and the installation of board and batten panels on the door returns 

and soffits.    

 

During research for the report, staff discovered that the current bay window, entry doors and brick veneer 

door returns on the storefront was approved by the BAR in 1978 and 1979.  Since these features are 

modern, staff does not object to the current proposed alterations to these architectural details on the 

existing storefront.   

 

Although this building was constructed in the late 1800s, it was not converted into a restaurant until 1921 

- upon which the first storefront would most likely have been installed and substantial  

changes made to the original facade.  Typical early 20
th
 century storefronts included large picture 

windows supported by paneled bulkheads below and a signboard (fascia) above, capped with a cornice 

molding (see sketch below). 

 
 

Typical Early 20
th

 Century Storefront 

 

Since Staff was not able to locate any early photographic documentation of the building, and the only 

physical evidence found was a nailer board behind the existing awning (see photo below),  the Design 

Guidelines recommends that any new feature installed on a building should be compatible with the 
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architectural style and historic character of the building and the streetscape. Staff believes that the 

proposed alterations to the storefront, including the design of the new cornice and the bulkhead detailing 

are consistent with the Guidelines, and will not negatively impact the building’s remaining integrity.   

 

 
 

Photo of Existing Nailer Board behind the Awning 

 

Finally, Staff suggests that the panel detailing on the bulkhead below the window could be fabricated out 

of milled, wood solid composite material, as it has been observed that wood bulkheads deteriorate quickly 

due to their exposure to water splash during rain events.   

 

Signage 

The Design Guidelines recommend that one sign per business is generally appropriate.  However, the 

Board has frequently approved more than one sign for a business with a single frontage.  The signage 

typically is a combination of projecting hanging, wall mounted lettering and/or window decals.  Due to 

the storefront’s location on King Street, and the types of signs approved for nearby businesses of similar 

scale, staff believes that two signs are appropriate for this business. 

 

According to the Design Guidelines, “Signs and awnings are prominent visual elements of the streetscape 

in commercial areas of the historic district;” furthermore, “Signs should blend with and not detract from 

the historic architecture of the district.” Staff finds that the proposed signage consistent with the Design 

Guidelines and is appropriate in design, material and scale to both the architectural character of 702-704 

King Street and this section of the historic district. 

 

Summary 

The proposal is requesting sympathetic and architecturally appropriate alterations to modern architectural 

features and materials which are compatible with the original architectural style, yet subtly different and 

thus comply with the design intent expressed in the Design Guidelines. 

 

STAFF: 

Michele Oaks, Historic Preservation Planner, Planning & Zoning 

Al Cox, FAIA, Historic Preservation Manager, Planning & Zoning 
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V. CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS 

Legend: C - code requirement R - recommendation S - suggestion    F- finding 

 

Zoning Section: 

C-1 Proposed hanging sign (6.2 sq ft) and wall sign (18 sq ft) comply with zoning based on a 

 frontage of 28 feet. The hanging sign is located approximately 12’ above the sidewalk. 

 

C-2 SUP 2011-0089 to allow the restaurant use must be approved prior to BAR hearing.  All 

 alterations/ signs must comply with the approved special use permit. 

 

C-3 The applicant must indicate the location of the front property line. Front façade  improvements 

cannot encroach into the public right-of-way. 

 

C-3 All alterations must comply with the Storefront Guidelines of the King Street retail  strategy 

per section 6-7-5(F)(2). 

 

Code Administration: 

F-1  The review by Code Administration is a preliminary review only.  Once the applicant has filed 

for a building permit, code requirements will be based upon the building permit plans.   If there 

are any questions, the applicant may contact Ken Granata, Acting Plan Review Supervisor at 

ken.granata@alexandriava.gov or 703-746-4193.  

 

C-1 Building, Electrical and Sign permit is required for this project. Five sets of construction 

documents that fully detail the construction attachments, as well as a schematic layout of the 

electrical shall accompany the permit application(s)  

 

C-2 Alterations to the existing structure must comply with the current edition of the Uniform 

Statewide Building Code (USBC). 

   
C-3 All signs shall conform to VCC Appendix “H” as amended 

 

C-4 All sign applications shall include; 

 

 Size and type of sign 

 Method of attachment including number and type of fasteners 

 Maximum projection, minimum height above grade, and whether the sign is illuminated 

or non-illuminated 

 

C-5 A separate circuit is required for illuminated outdoor signs per NFPA #70, 2008  

 Section 600.5. 

 

C-6 At time of building permit submission, the applicant shall include all window/ door manufacturer 

specification, size of openings for each windows/door, lintel size for all openings when the 

openings in the existing structure need to be enlarged or the lintel is to be removed or replaced. 

 

C-7 Glass and Glazing shall meet the requirements of USBC Chapter 24. 

 

Transportation and Environmental Services (T & ES) 

RECOMMENDATIONS  

R1. Applicant shall be responsible for repairs to the adjacent city right-of-way if damaged during 

construction activity. (T&ES) 

 

mailto:ken.granata@alexandriava.gov
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R2. No permanent structure may be constructed over any existing private and/or public utility 

easements.  It is the responsibility of the applicant to identify any and all existing easements on 

all plans submitted for approvals. (T&ES) 

 

CITY CODE REQUIREMENTS 

C-1 Any work from or within the right-of-way requires a separate permit from T&ES. (Sec. 5-2) 

(T&ES) 

 

C-2 A sign may be erected or displayed flat against a building wall or at an angle thereto, so long as 

the sign does not project more than four feet from the building wall or within one foot of an 

established curb line and the bottom of the sign is at least eight feet above a sidewalk or parking 

area and at least 14.5 feet above any alley. (Sec. 5-2-29(c)) (T&ES) 

 

C-3 Canopies, awnings and marquees suspended from a building or structure with no ground 

supports, having a clearance of at least eight feet above a sidewalk, extending no more than four 

feet beyond the front property line and extending to no more than one foot from the established 

curb line, may be erected. (Sec. 5-2-29(d))  (T&ES) 

 

C-4   The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria’s Solid Waste Control, Title 5, Chapter 1, 

which sets forth the requirements for the recycling of materials (Sec. 5-1-99). (T&ES) 

 

C-5   The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria's Noise Control Code, Title 11, Chapter 5, 

which sets the maximum permissible noise level as measured at the property line. (T&ES) 

 

C-6 All improvements to the city right-of-way such as curbing, sidewalk, driveway aprons, etc. must 

be city standard design. (Sec. 5-2-1) (T&ES) 

 

C-7 The owner shall obtain and maintain a policy of general liability insurance in the amount of 

$1,000,000 which will indemnify the owner (and all successors in interest); and the City as an 

Additional Insured, against claims, demands, suits and related costs, including attorneys’ fees, 

arising from any bodily injury or property damage which may occur as a result of the 

encroachment. (Sec. 5-29 (h)(1)) (T&ES) 

  

 Please submit Insurance Certificate: 

City of Alexandria 

T&ES / Site Plans 

Attn:  Kimberly Merritt  

301 King Street, Room 4130 

Alexandria, VA 22314 
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VI. IMAGES 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1:  Existing Front Elevation 

 

 

 
 

Figure 2:  Existing Storefront 
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Figure 3:  Existing Door Condtiion 
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Figure 4:  Existing Storefront Bulkhead 

 

 

 
 

Figure 5:  Existing Soffit 

 



 
 

Figure 6:  Existing Front Elevation 

 

 
 

Figure 7:  Proposed Front Elevation 
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Figure 8:  Front Elevation Illustrating  Proposed Lighting 

 

 
Figure 9:  Cornice lighting Specifications 
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Figure 10:  Proposed Hanging Sign  

 



 

                        
         Existing                            Proposed     

             

Figure 11:  Existing and Proposed Storefront Plans 

 



 
 

Figure 12:  Door Jamb Detail 

 

          

 
 

Figure 13: Fascia/Cornice Detail



 

 
 

 
 

Figure 14:  Proposed Wall Sign and Lighting Specifications 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Figure 15:  Proposed Hanging Sign and Lighting Specifications 
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Figure 16:  Details of Proposed Menu Board 
















