
Docket Item # 2 

BAR CASE #2011-0324 

 

BAR Meeting 

        May 16, 2012 

 

ISSUE:  Signage  

 

APPLICANT : Burke & Herbert Bank & Trust Company by DMS Signs  

 

LOCATION:  117 North Fairfax Street  

 

ZONE:  CD / Commercial 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:   Staff recommends application of the application, as 

submitted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
**EXPIRATION OF APPROVALS NOTE: In accordance with Sections 10-106(B) and 10-206(B) of the Zoning 

Ordinance, any official Board of Architectural Review approval will expire 12 months from the date of final approval if 

the work is not commenced and diligently and substantially pursued by the end of that 12-month period. 

 

**BUILDING PERMIT NOTE: Most projects approved by the Board of Architectural Review require the issuance of 

one or more construction permits by Building and Fire Code Administration (including signs). The applicant is 

responsible for obtaining all necessary construction permits after receiving Board of Architectural Review approval.  

Contact Code Administration, Room 4200, City Hall, 703-746-4200 for further information. 
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I.  ISSUE 

The applicant is requesting approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness for the installation of 

replacement signage at the Burke & Herbert Bank & Trust building located at 117 North Fairfax 

Street.  The new signage is part of a company-wide rebranding effort.   

 

Signage 

Currently, the building has a wall sign and a freestanding hanging sign on a pole in the public right-

of-way.  The wall sign consists of pin-mounted gold letters that read “TRUST DEPARTMENT” in 

large letters and in smaller letters “BURKE & HERBERT BANK & TRUST CO.” over the entry.  

The existing hanging sign attaches to a grandfathered freestanding pole and reads “TRUST 

DEPARTMENT BURKE & HERBERT BANK & TRUST CO.” and identifies the address number 

of “117.”  The proposed wall sign will feature painted blue aluminum channel letters outlined with a 

matt silver back plate and will measure approximately 15.2 inches by 171.9 inches.  The wall sign 

will be externally illuminated by four gooseneck fixtures.  The wall sign and illumination will be 

very similar to the proposal for the branch at 621 King Street.  The proposed hanging sign will be the 

exact same size as the existing and have the following text: “Burke & Herbert Bank Trust & Wealth 

Management Services.”  The hanging sign will have digitally printed graphics applied to the hanging 

sign, made of Sintra, a rigid foam PVC.  The hanging sign will measure approximately 30 inches by 

22 inches (4.6 square feet).   

 

II.  HISTORY 

117 North Fairfax Street is a two-story brick commercial building.  The building appears on the 

G.M. Hopkins City Atlas of Alexandria from 1877.  The building also appears in a Civil War 

photograph of the Green Mansion House hotel and its Italianate details, including a pronounced 

bracketed cornice and arched second-story windows, are clearly visible.  Therefore, the building 

likely dates from the 1850s when the Italianate style first appeared in Alexandria.  The rear portion of 

the building has a stone foundation and could possibly date to the late 18
th

 century.  The first floor 

storefront has been completely replaced over the years.  A false wood front was approved by the 

Board in 1965/1966 (Approved 12/8/65, re-affirmed 1/12/66).  Glass doors were also added in 1966 

(Building Permit #23369, 9/6/66).  Aluminum windows were approved by the Board in 1976 

(7/21/76).  There has been considerable alteration to the window sizes on the second level.  Wood 

infill panels above the windows on the second floor of the Fairfax Street elevation were added when 

the aluminum windows were installed. Following demolition of the Mansion House Hotel in 1976, 

new window openings and aluminum windows were added on the north side of the building 

(Building Permit #33076, 11/18/76).   

 

In the late 19th and early 20th centuries the building served as a retail outlet.  Between 1885 and 

1896 it was used as a store for hardware and agricultural implements; in 1902 it served as a 

warehouse; by 1907 it was a retail store for dry goods and notions; and, by 1911 the building was 

used as a garage and automobile repair shop.  By 1911 the first floor had been considerably altered to 

create sufficiently large openings to drive automobiles into the building.  In that year the People 

Garage Company was issued a permit to enlarge the existing opening on the first floor from 6'-6" to 

7'-9" (Building Permit dated December 1, 1911).  Thus, by late 1911 the original mid-19th first floor 
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retail storefront had been obliterated.  However, the second story remained intact and included large 

curved two over two windows as well as a heavy bracketed cornice.  The second story retained its 

historical configuration until 1977 when the Board approved the installation of the aluminum 

windows and associated infilling of the window openings and the general Colonializing of the 

building’s style.  While Staff has not found a date when the original Italianate cornice was removed, 

it would be the opinion of Staff that this also occurred in the 1977 period.  The robust heavily 

bracketed cornice detailing was replaced with a modest colonial-like cornice.  The Colonialization of 

the building in 1977 was a by-product of the Bicentennial celebration and restoration of the Carlyle 

House directly to the north. 

 

In 1997, the Board approved signage and alterations at this location (BAR Case # 1997-00091, 

6/4/97). 

 

III.  ANALYSIS 

Staff and the Board are often concerned about the type and level of illumination proposed with any 

signage.  Prior to filing an application, the applicant met with Staff to discuss lighting options.  The 

applicant initially proposed an internally illuminated blue plastic letter which Staff advised would 

not be appropriate.  The applicant responded to Staff’s concerns by proposing channel letters halo-lit 

with white LED lighting.  After the Board’s negative comments on a similar lighting proposal at the 

Burke & Herbert at 621 King Street, the applicant revised the application to use gooseneck light 

fixtures in place of the halo-lit illumination.  Staff supports the proposed signage finding the signage 

with external gooseneck illumination to be appropriate for this building.  In addition, Staff supports 

the replacement hanging sign on the freestanding pole, finding the material and design to be 

consistent with hanging signs throughout the historic districts, and noting the size (4.6 square feet) to 

be smaller than most hanging signs.  Staff finds the proposed material, Sintra, to be paintable and 

similar to other modern sign materials that the Board has approved, such as HDU.  While this 

signage is near the Burke & Herbert main branch building, Staff does not find that the surrounding 

area, Market Square in particular, will be overwhelmed by the combined signage of the two locations 

or the modest illumination from the gooseneck lights. 

 

 

STAFF 

Catherine Miliaras, Historic Preservation Planner, Planning & Zoning 

Al Cox, FAIA, Historic Preservation Manager, Planning & Zoning 

4



BAR CASE #2011-0324 

May 16, 2012                 

 

IV.  CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS 

Legend: C - code requirement R - recommendation S - suggestion F- finding 

 

Code Administration: 

F-1  The review by Code Administration is a preliminary review only.  Once the applicant has 

filed for a building permit, code requirements will be based upon the building permit 

plans.   If there are any questions, the applicant may contact Ken Granata, Acting Plan 

Review Supervisor at ken.granata@alexandriava.gov or 703-746-4190. (Code) 

  

C-1 Building, sign and electrical permits are required for the project. Five sets of architectural 

quality drawings shall accompany the permit applications that fully detail the 

construction/alterations. 

  

C-2 All signs shall conform to VCC Appendix “H” as amended 

 

C-3 All sign applications shall include; 

 

 Size and type of sign 

 Method of attachment including number and type of fasteners 

 Maximum projection, minimum height above grade, and whether the sign is 

illuminated or non-illuminated 

 

C-4 Electrical wiring methods and other electrical requirements must comply with NFPA 70, 

2008. 

 

Transportation & Environmental Services 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS  

R1. Applicant shall be responsible for repairs to the adjacent city right-of-way if damaged 

during construction activity. (T&ES) 

 

R2. No permanent structure may be constructed over any existing private and/or public utility 

easements.  It is the responsibility of the applicant to identify any and all existing 

easements on all plans submitted for approvals. (T&ES) 

 

CITY CODE REQUIREMENTS 

C-1 Any work within the right-of-way requires a separate permit from T&ES. (Sec. 5-2) 

(T&ES) 

 

C-2 A sign may be erected or displayed flat against a building wall or at an angle thereto, so 

long as the sign does not project more than four feet from the building wall or within one 

foot of an established curb line and the bottom of the sign is at least eight feet above a 

sidewalk or parking area and at least 14.5 feet above any alley. (Sec. 5-2-29(c)) (T&ES) 
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C-3 The owner shall obtain and maintain a policy of general liability insurance in the amount 

of $1,000,000 which will indemnify the owner (and all successors in interest); and the 

City as an Additional Insured, against claims, demands, suits and related costs, including 

attorneys’ fees, arising from any bodily injury or property damage which may occur as a 

result of the encroachment. (Sec. 5-29 (h)(1)) (T&ES) 

 Please submit Insurance Certificate: 

City of Alexandria 

T&ES / Site Plans 

Attn:  Kimberly Merritt  

301 King Street, Room 4130 

Alexandria, VA 22314 

 

C-4   The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria’s Solid Waste Control, Title 5, 

Chapter 1, which sets forth the requirements for the recycling of materials (Sec. 5-1-99). 

(T&ES) 

 

C-5   The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria's Noise Control Code, Title 11, 

Chapter 5, which sets the maximum permissible noise level as measured at the property 

line. (T&ES) 

 

C-6 All improvements to the city right-of-way such as curbing, sidewalk, driveway aprons, 

etc. must be city standard design. (sec. 5-2-1) (T&ES) 

 

 

 

V. ATTACHMENTS 

1 – Supporting Materials  

2 – Application BAR2011-00324 at 117 N Fairfax St 
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