
Docket Item # 5 

BAR CASE # 2012-0231   

         

        BAR Meeting 

        July 25, 2012 

 

 

ISSUE:  Alterations (Window Replacement)  

 

APPLICANT: Robert and Karen Boyd 

 

LOCATION:  109 Cameron Mews 

 

ZONE:  RM / Residential 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends approval of the application for aluminum-clad wood windows with the 

condition that the applicant submit full specifications that are in accordance with the Alexandria 

Replacement Window Performance Specifications of the BAR’s Window Policy.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
*EXPIRATION OF APPROVALS NOTE: In accordance with Sections 10-106(B) and 10-206(B) of the Zoning 

Ordinance, any official Board of Architectural Review approval will expire 12 months from the date of issuance if 

the work is not commenced and diligently and substantially pursued by the end of that 12-month period. 

 

**BUILDING PERMIT NOTE: Most projects approved by the Board of Architectural Review require the issuance 

of one or more construction permits by Building and Fire Code Administration (including signs).  The applicant is 

responsible for obtaining all necessary construction permits after receiving Board of Architectural Review approval.  

Contact Code Administration, Room 4200, City Hall, 703-838-4360 for further information. 
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BAR CASE #2012-0231 

  July 25, 2012                 

 

I.  ISSUE 
The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness to replace the existing single-glazed 

wood windows and French doors with simulated divided light, aluminum-clad wood windows 

and doors.  The proposed replacement windows will be Marvin windows.  

 

II.  HISTORY 

109 Cameron Mews is a three-and-a-half story, brick veneer rowhouse constructed as part of the 

Cameron Mews development, consisting of 27 houses facing an interior mews, constructed circa 

1965.   

 

Staff was unable to locate any prior BAR approvals for the subject property. 

 

III.  ANALYSIS 
The proposed alterations comply with Zoning Ordinance. 

 

The Board’s adopted Window Policy allows for the administrative approval of replacement 

windows if they are direct replacements of windows in existing openings and comply with all of 

the policies and performance specifications outlined in the Window Policy.  With respect to 

aluminum clad wood windows, the Policy states: “High quality, appropriately detailed aluminum 

clad wood replacement windows may be used on buildings constructed after 1969, when these 

windows became commercially available.  Aluminum clad wood windows may also be used on 

any 20
th

-century commercial building more than four stories in height and on multifamily 

projects with greater than four units.”  As the existing townhouse did not meet the criteria set 

forth in the policy, Staff was unable to administratively approve aluminum clad wood 

replacement windows.  However, Staff recommends that the Board support replacement with 

aluminum clad wood windows in this particular case.  In considering the subject property, Staff 

finds that it is more closely related to the post-1969 multi-story townhouses found throughout the 

historic district where Staff can administratively approve aluminum clad wood windows.  

Further, the townhouse is located well within the block and behind a brick wall.  Therefore, Staff 

finds that it is materially and architecturally appropriate to approve aluminum clad wood 

windows and doors that meet all the other Alexandria Replacement Window Performance 

Specifications.   

 

STAFF 

Catherine Miliaras, Historic Preservation Planner, Planning & Zoning 

Al Cox, FAIA, Historic Preservation Manager, Planning & Zoning 

 

 

IV. CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS  

 

Legend: C - code requirement R - recommendation S - suggestion F- finding 

 

 

Code Administration 

F-1 The review by Code Administration is a preliminary review only.  Once the applicant has 

filed for a building permit, code requirements will be based upon the building permit 

plans.   If there are any questions, the applicant may contact Ken Granata, Acting Plan 

Review Supervisor at ken.granata@alexandriava.gov or 703-746-4193.  
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BAR CASE #2012-0231 

  July 25, 2012                 

 

C-1 A building permit is required for this project. Five sets of construction documents that 

fully detail the construction is required. If a design professional prepares drawings for the 

project the plans must bear the seal of the design professional in accordance with the 

Code of Virginia Section 54.1-410B. 

 

C-2 Alteration to a building/structure shall comply with the Uniform Statewide Building 

Code (USBC). 

   
C-3 The applicant shall provide window manufacturer specification, size of openings for each 

window as well as lintel size for both doors and windows if the openings in the existing 

structure need to be enlarged. 
 

Transportation & Environmental Services 

RECOMMENDATIONS  

 

R1. Applicant shall be responsible for repairs to the adjacent city right-of-way if damaged 

during construction activity. (T&ES) 

 

CODE REQUIREMENTS 

 

C-1   The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria’s Solid Waste Control, Title 5, 

Chapter 1, which sets forth the requirements for the recycling of materials (Sec. 5-1-99). 

(T&ES) 

 

C-2   The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria's Noise Control Code, Title 11, 

Chapter 5, which sets the maximum permissible noise level as measured at the property 

line. (T&ES) 

 

C-5 Any work within the right-of-way requires a separate permit from T&ES. (Sec. 5-2) 

(T&ES) 
 

V. ATTACHMENTS 

1 – Supporting Materials  

2 – Application for BAR2012-00231 at 109 Cameron Mews 
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109 Cameron Mews • Front & Side Elevation 6
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AttaehTent 2 I BAR Case # 2012-00231 

ADDRESS OF PROJECT: to 1 L c. m Q 1"11)? M e LV~ I ,q le 'I a n d t (L! I 114 2.,z_g I i 
TAXMAPANDPARCEL: O(nS":03 ··(28'-ID ZONING: ~,vt -·Tow"' h&.le 

APPLICATION FOR: (Please check all that apply) 

~RTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 

0 PERMIT TO MOVE, REMOVE, ENCAPSULATE OR DEMOLISH 
(Required if more than 25 square feet of a structure is to be demolishedlimpaded) 

0 WAIVER OF VISION CLEARANCE REQUIREMENT and/or YARD REQUIREMENTS IN A VISION 
CLEARANCE AREA (Sedion 7-802, Alexandria 1992 Zoning Ordinance) 

0 WAIVER OF ROOFTOP HVAC SCREENING REQUIREMENT 
(Section 6-403(8)(3), Alexandria 1992 Zomng Ordinance) 

Applicant: ~roperty Owner 0 Business (Please provide business name & contact person) 

Name: 'f.ober-t ~ ~ re n Bo'1 c\ 
Address: I 0 q La ""'-e. ran lvl e. L'\J S. 

City: A·l e.. x er "'d f ,· q, State: J!A Zip: 2-Z..-3 t 4-
~"' fYct V\Gl S:c.x. _ \ I ( · ·t 
Phone: (Lu S) $1, $- ft}Ob E-mail : t;; C)o\( d @ f os C I Df lAS, C D ~ 

Authorized Agent (if applicable): 0 Attorney D Architect 0 -----

Name: -------------------- Phone: --------

E-mail:·-----------

Legal Property Owner: 

K\).l':)~ t- tsQ--(J o..~ ~re V\A.Ro~ d 
Address: _ _...:...;! O:::..q.....!-_~_.;;;·_.::;.;_~__:_e....:.r-=c/V\~--=-''1_,_€...;;;...;;....W.:;...S,...__ __ 

Name: 

City: fd{e W v'<lr: I''"\. State: JLA:- Zip. Z-2. ~ I 4-
~o...a.-'\. Ft-tJ..lo" c..~ c.o I l f ·+ 
Phone: (Lj 1 s-) S"i.. S- g].ok E-mail: IL CJo"=t c (i) o~ <'' I ~ u.S, c cl ~ 

0 Yes ~o Is there an historic preservation easement on this property? 
0 Yes No If yes. has the easement holder agreed to the proposed alterations? 
(kt'Yes No Is there a homeowner's association for this property? 
0 Yes 0 No If yes, has the ~pmeowner's assodati~ approved the proposed alterations? 

(see a.'ll?"\.C t~ I e fh,c-
lf you answered yes to any of the above, please attac a copy of the letter approving the project. 
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BAR Case # 2012-00231 

NATURE OF PROPOSED WORK: Please check all that apply 

0 NEW CONSTRUCTION 
@/ EXTERIOR ALTERATION: Please check all that apply. 

0 awning 0 fence, gate or garden wall 0 HVAC equipment 0 shutters 
[:;!doors Grwindows 0 siding 0 shed 
0 lighting 0 pergola/trellis 0 painting unpainted masonry 
0 other 0 ADDITION----------

0 DEMOLITION/ENCAPSULATION 
0 SIGNAGE 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED WORK: Please describe the proposed work in detail (Additional pages may 
be attached) 

SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS: 

Items listed below comprise the minimum supporting materials for BAR applications. Staff may 
request additional information during application review. Please refer to the relevant section of the 
Design Guidelines for further information on appropriate treatments. 

Applicants must use the checklist below to ensure the application is complete. Include all information and 
material that are necessary to thoroughly describe the project. Incomplete applications will delay the 
docketing of the application for review. Pre-application meetings are required for all proposed additions 
All applicants are encouraged to meet with staff prior to submission of a completed application. 

Electronic copies bf submission materials should be submitted whenever possible. 

IV I A- Demolition/Encapsulation : A// applicants requesting 25 square feet or more of demolition/encapsulation 
must complete this section. Check NIA if an item in this section does not apply to your project. 

N/A 
0 D Survey plat showing the extent of the proposed demolition/encapsulation. 
0 D Existing elevation drawings clearly showing all elements proposed for demolition/encapsulation 
0 D Clear and labeled photographs of all elevations of the building if the entire structure is proposed 

to be demolished. 
0 D Description of the reason for demolition/encapsulation. 
CJ Cl Description of the alternatives to demolition/encapsulation and why such alternatives are not 

considered feasible. 
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Robert & Karen Boyd: Description of Proposed Work 24 )une 2012 

Project: To replace existing single glaze wood frame double hung windows with energy 
efficient double glaze windows of the same size and style and similarly, to replace a double 
set of French doors at lower ground level. 

The four-storied -property, located at 109 Cameron Mews, Alexandria, was built in 1965. It is a 
brick construction, Georgian style end unit townhouse. 

A survey of the property prior to its recent purchase highlighted areas of repair, including a 
recommendation of window upgrades and the presence of rot in the top floor windows. Window 
replacement would combine with other exterior repair work on this property. 

Our objective is to preserve the distinctive appearance and character of the house whilst protecting 
the fabric of the house for the long term and enhancing its environmental soundness. The 
replacement windows will be the same size, style, color and number. They will, however, conserve 
energy, reduce noise and control fading. We favor Marvin windows and doors because of their 
quality, features and product range and our experience with them in a demanding environment. 

We propose replacing all the windows on the property, but especially the windows at the higher 
elevations - top floor and J rd floor. The project may be done in two phases, depending on timing 
and cost, but we seek permission for the replacement of all windows now. We have initiated talks 
with a contractor familiar with the constraints of Old Town Alexandria, Mr. Robert Douglas of 
Creighton Construction, Arlington, VA to assist us with the proposed project. 

The preliminary (non technical) specifications for replacement windows are: 

. double hung windows - exterior clad extruded aluminum and primed interior wood frame 
(CUDH) 
. double-pane windows with Argon gas ; minimum 3/4" insulating glass 
. either LoE -272 or LoE-366 glass depending on location 
. clear glass; use of dissimilar glass thickness to reduce noise; performance NFRC glazing options 
. simulated divided lite with spacer bar 

Quantity and approximate measurements of existing double hung windows: 

4 31"w x 54"h divided lites top/bottom: 6/ 6 (top floor) 
2 35"w x 65"h divided lites top/bottom: 6/ 9 (second floor) 
10 35"w x 52"h divided lites top/ bottom: 6/ 6 (second & third floor) 
2 35"w x 2S"h divided lites: 6 (single window) (first floor) 
Quantity and approximate measurements of existing French doors: 
2 pairs 2 x (24"w) x 78"h nb these doors are not visible from the street; enclosed by garden wall. 

Timeframe: Aug- Oct 2012. 
Payment: by credit card over phone or fax $100 

List of attachments: 
Property Location 
Representative photos of all window sizes at 109 Cameron Mews and French doors 
Specifications from Marvin Catalogue: Energy, Divided lites, Clad and Wood Double Hung Windows 
Copy of letter to the Homeowners' Association dated 23 June 2012 
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BAR Case #2012·00231 

Additions & New Construction: o:awings must be to scale and should not exceed 11 n x 17" unless 
approved by staff All plans must be folded and collated into 12 complete 8 112" x 11 " sets. Add1t1onal copies may be 
requ~sted ~y staff for large-scale development projects or projects fronting Washington Str&et. Check NIA if an item 
m thts sect1on does not apply to your project. 

~ D c:J Scaled survey plat showing dimensions of lot and location of existing building and other 
structures on the lot. location of proposed structure or addition. dimensions of existing 
structure(s), proposed addition or new construction. and all exterior. ground and roof mounted 
equipment. 

CJ FAR & Open Space calculation form. 
CJ Clear and labeled photographs of the s1te. surrounding properties and existing structures, if 

applicable. 
CJ Existing elevations must be scaled and include dimensions. 
Cl Proposed.elevations must be scaled and include dimensions. Include the relationship to 

_/adjacent structures in plan and elevations. 
D 121 Materials and colors to be used must be specified and delineated on the drawings. Actual 

-/samples may be provided or required. 
0 [;! Manufacturer's specifications f~r materials to Include, but not limited to: roofing, Siding, windOWS, 

/doors. lighting, fencing, HVAC equipment and walls. 
0 [g' For development site plan projects. a model showing mass relationships to adjacent properties 

and structures. 

Signs & Awnings: One sign per but/ding under one square foot does not require BAR approval unless 
illuminated. All other signs including wmdow signs require BAR approval. Check NIA if an item in th1s sect10n does 
not apply to your project. 

NIA/ 

IJ 8'/Linear feet of bUilding_ Front Secondary front (if comer Jot): -----
0 ~[l/Square feet of existing signs to remain: . 
[] Photograph of building showing existing conditions. 

~
DCJ Dimensioned drawings of proposed sign identifying materials, color, lettering style and text. 

~;Location of sign (show exact location on building including the height above sidewalk) . 
~Means of .attachment (drawing or manufacturer's cut sheet of bracket if applicable). 
Ul Description of lighting (if applicable). Include manufacturer's cut sheet for any new lighting 

fixtures and information detailing how it will be attached to the building's facade. 

Alterations: Check NIA if an item in this section does not apply to your project. 

_; N/A 
t1 D Clear and labeled photographs of the site, especially the area be1ng 1mpacted by the alterations. 

IC V 

____/ all sides of the building and any pertinent details. 
(21 0 Manufacturer's specifications for materials to include, but not limited to: roofing, siding, wmdows. \ 
-~lighting , fencing, HVAC equipment and walls. (~ .. Q.~l ,h -hJ ~.-- f'c..r~,.'n. cc.. fE r.;~ w ) 

D 13' Drawings accurately representing the changes to the proposed structure. 1nclud1ng materials and 
overall dimensions. Drawings must be to scale. 

B n official survey plat show1ng the proposed locations of HVAC units, fences, and sheds. 
Historic elevations or photographs should accompany any request to return a structure to an 
earlier appearance 
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BAR Case # 2012·00231 

ALL APPLICATIONS: Please read and check that you have read and understand the following items. 

~ I have submitted a filing fee with this application. (Checks should be made payable to the City of 
Alexandria. Please contact staff for assistance in determining the appropriate fee.) f" ~ ~"'e ... 't" ~ 

_/ c..-< d ,'t c etfd.. . 
W" I understand the notice requirements and will return a copy of the three respective notice forms to 

BAR staff at least five days prior to the hearing. If I am unsure to whom I should send notice I will 
contact Planning and Zoning staff for assistance in identifying adjacent parcels. 

~ I, the appliC:nt. or an authorized representative will be present at the public hearing. 

if I understand that any revisions to this initial application submission (including applications deferred 
for restudy) must be accompanied by the BAR Supplemental form and 12 sets of revised materials. 

The undersigned hereby attests that all of the information herein provided including the site plan, building 
elevations, prospective drawings of the project, and written descriptive information are true, correct and 
accurate. The undersigned further understands that, should such information be found incorrect, any 
action taken by the Board based on such information may be invalidated. The undersigned also hereby 
grants the City of Alexandria permission to post placard notice as required by Article XI, Division A, 
Section 11-301 (B) of the 1992 Alexandria City Zoning Ordinance, on the property which is the subject of 
this application. The undersigned also hereby authorizes the City staff and members of the BAR to 
inspect this site as necessary in the course of research and evaluating the application. The applicant, if 
other than the property owner, also attests that he/she has obtained permission from the property owner 
to make this application. 

APPLICANT OR AUTHORIZED AGENT: 

Signature ~{ . 

Printed Name: ,tA12.k.1V EiHI\ 
Date: ]4 Ji, hi' lo1 2 
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OWNERSHIP AND DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
Use additional sheets if necessary 

1. Applicant. State the name, address and percent of ownership of any person or entity owning 
an interest in the applicant, unless the entity is a corporation or partnership, in which case 
identify each owner of more than ten percent. The term ownership interest shall include any 
legal or equitable interest held at the time of the application in the real property which is the 
sub·ect of the a lication. 

Narue Address Percent of Ownershi 
1. 

too7(.) 
2. 

3. 

2. Property. State the name, address and percent of ownership of any person or entity owning 
an interest in the property located at 1 <Z] Ca. .. .,:( r" u n fvl ~ '1CS (address), unless the 
entity is a corporation or partnership, in which case identify each owner of more than ten 
percent. The term ownership interest shall include any legal or equitable interest held at the time 
of the a lication in the real ro e ·which is the sub'ect of the a lication. 

2. 

3. 

3. Business or Financial Relationships. Each person or entity listed above (1 and 2), with an 
ownership interest in the applicant or in the subject property is required to disclose any 
business or financial relationship, as defined by Section 11-350 of the Zoning Ordinance. 
existing at the time of this application, or within the 12-month period prior to the submission of 
this application with any member of the Alexandria City Council, Planning Commission. Board of 
Z . A h' IR . omng \ppeals or either Boards of Arc 1tectura ev1ew. 

Name of person or entity Relationship as defined by Member of the Approving 
Section 11-350 of the Body (i.e. City Council, 
· Zoning_ Ordinance Planning Commission, etcJ 

1. 

2. 

3. 

NOTE: Business or financial relat(onships of the type described in Sec. 11-350 that arise 
after the filing of this application and before each public hearing must be disclosed prior 
to the public hearings. 

As the applicant or the applicant's authorized agent. 1 her{!b e~e~:;Jt of my bility that 
the information pfovided above is true and correct. (_ l.\ 

K.o i~<:. '1'2..1 J. ~ 3'-.j j) . · P · 
2Li1 l1 hL lDI l UK~ §Vj .D -~ ~ .,.ttr! 

Date Printed Name Sign r: 
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·KAREN A BOYD 

2916 Sacramento Street. San Francisco, CA. 94115 
kboyd@fogcitvus.com 

Tel: (415) 563 8706 Fax: (415) 800 6876 Cell: (571) 216 2751 

25 June 2012 

Leslie OBrien 
107 Cameron Mews, 
Alexandria, VA 22314 

Dear Leslie, 

Sent by email: 

mark.obrien4@comcastnet 

This is a follow up to my previous communication regarding the proposal I am 
submitting to the Board of Architectural Review (BAR) for the replacement of our 
double hung windows with Marvin double glaze double hung windows. 

Please find attached further information concerning the proposal that will help the 
members of the Cameron Mews Board consider the works to be carried out at 109 
Cameron Mews. As required by the BAR we are sending notices to adjoining 
property owners. 

The hearing date is 25 July 2012 and we should be grateful for a response from the 
Cameron Mews Board before that date, preferably by email as well as post. If there 
are any concerns or queries about the project that might cause the Board to 
withhold their consent, we should be happy to answer any questions by phone or 
exchange ef!Jails. 

Thank you for all your help. 

With kind regards, 

Ka~ 
Encl. Description of proposed works, Marvin window information. 
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