
 
Docket Item # 1 
BAR CASE # 2010-0073      

         
        BAR Meeting 
        October 26, 2011 
 
 
ISSUE:  Alterations   
 
APPLICANT: Maribeth Monti Trust by William Cromley 
 
LOCATION:  320 North Patrick Street 
 
ZONE:  RB/Residential 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends approval of the Certificate of 
Appropriateness application and waiver of the fence height requirement for the brick column at 
the front.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
**EXPIRATION OF APPROVALS NOTE: In accordance with Sections 10-106(B) and 10-206(B) of the 
Zoning Ordinance, any official Board of Architectural Review approval will expire 12 months from the 
date of final approval if the work is not commenced and diligently and substantially pursued by the end of 
that 12-month period. 
 
**BUILDING PERMIT NOTE: Most projects approved by the Board of Architectural Review require the 
issuance of one or more construction permits by Building and Fire Code Administration (including signs).  
The applicant is responsible for obtaining all necessary construction permits after receiving Board of 
Architectural Review approval.  Contact Code Administration, Room 4200, City Hall, 703-746-4200 for 
further information.  
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Update: 320 N Patrick has undergone many alterations over the last several years.  In 2008, the 
Parker-Gray BAR approved a Permit to Demolish and a Certificate of Appropriateness for an 
addition and alterations. In 2010, the Parker-Gray BAR approved a Certificate of 
Appropriateness to make changes to the existing BAR approval for additions and alterations to 
the rear (case BAR#2008-0016). The applicant is now requesting a Certificate of 
Appropriateness for alterations to the same previously approved plans with a request to amend 
the design of the fence and gate connected to the arbor on the south side of the property.  
 
I.  ISSUE 
The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness to make alterations to previously 
approved plans at 320 North Patrick Street.  
 
The original approval was for a wood gate that extended from the front façade and connected 
with the wood fence and arbor that runs along the southern portion of the original building, 
stopping at the 2008 rear addition.  
 
The requested changes include: 
 

 Replacing the approved, wood gate with a new metal gate. The metal gate has 
pickets of various heights, ranging from 4’3” to approximately 4’9-3/8”.  
 

 Install a new brick column.   The proposed brick column will attach to the already 
approved, previously mentioned wood fence.  The brick column measures 
approximately 6’7-7/8” and will be painted white to match the main building.   

 
The footprint of the fence/gate will not change. 
 
II.  HISTORY 
320 N. Patrick Street is a semi-detached, two-story, brick residence, with a standing seam, side-
gable roof. The south elevation of the original house has been stuccoed, as have portions of the 
rear elevations.  According to Ethelyn Cox’s Historic Alexandria, Virginia: Street by Street, 320  
North Patrick Street was constructed during the mid-nineteenth century.  The property had 
several generations of rear additions that had altered flounder-shape forms.  Additions appear as 
early as 1921 on the Sanborn Fire Insurance maps.  It appears these additions originally were 
rear and side sleeping porches that were enclosed over the years, to become internal spaces for 
the main house. 
 
Previous Approvals: 
In 1998 the Board approved re-roofing the carport with rubber membrane material (BAR case 
#98-0187, 10/28/1998).  The carport was apparently constructed in the late 1980s, though Staff is 
unable to find any record of a Certificate of Appropriateness or building permit.  
 
In May of 2008, the BAR approved a third floor addition, a 6’ expansion of the rear elevation, 
construction of a connector on the attic level of the north side of the property and the installation 
of HVAC equipment on the roof.  The approved materials for the project included standing seam 
metal roof for the new gable roofs, stucco on the north and south elevations of the addition, 
smooth-finish HardiePlank for the west elevation of the addition, wood columns and pilasters, 
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and wood doors and windows. Other proposed alterations included changes to the 1988 carport 
at the rear of the property. (BAR# 2008-0016).  
 
In May of 2010, the BAR approved various alterations to the case BAR# 2008-0016 case 
including:  
 
Front Elevation 

1. Change approved wall fabric from stucco to Hardi-plank 4-1/2” lap siding. 
2. Repair and replace existing 6’ high fence and gate 

Side Elevation 
1. Install a new wood pergola over existing side walkway. 
2. Install metal gooseneck flues on the roof for the boiler and water heater. 
3. Remove existing non-operable wood shutters and replace with operable wood, two 

panel louvered shutters. 
Rear Elevation 

1. Change approved design details on the rear elevation (Hardi-plank siding, pilasters 
and entablature) and replace with brick walls and a painted wood fascia. 

2. Replace a full-length wood window on the first floor with a wood, awning window 
and a direct vent fireplace unit. (The only visible detail on the exterior will be the flue 
cap.  The fireplace unit will be housed inside the addition and not protrude into the 
rear yard.) 

Carport 
1. Replace approved wood, four-panel door with a new, horizontal four-panel metal 

door. 
2. Replace approved wood, panel overhead garage door with a new, metal panel 

overhead garage door. 
 
 
III.  ANALYSIS 
The proposed alterations comply with the Zoning Ordinance. 
 
While the previously approved design for the fence and gate were compatible with the historic 
property, Staff feels that the revised design is much more appropriate in terms of materials and 
massing. While the Design Guidelines state that wood, brick, and metal are all suitable materials 
for fences, garden walls, and gates within the historic district, the new proposed materials allow 
the fence and gate to tie in better with the rest of the structure.  
 
The proposed, painted brick column ties in with the existing painted, brick facade and the added 
height and weight of the brick creates a balance with the massing of the main structure, the 
addition, and the arbor. The detailing at the cap of the column is taken from the details in the 
cornice (see figure 8), mimicking a historic character-defining feature of the building and 
interpreting it in a modern way.  
 
The abstract metal gate with pickets of varying heights also provides a modern interpretation of 
an historic feature. The varying height adds visual interests and ties in with the varying heights 
around it, including the brick column, the wood fence, and the wood arbor. The proposed metal 
gate is also more visually open that the former wood gate, providing a better view into the open 
space on the side of the building.  
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Waiver of Height Requirement - Section 7-202(C) 
Per Section 7-202 (C):  In the Old and Historic Alexandria and the Parker-Gray Districts, the 
requirement of sections 7-202(A)(1) and 7-202(B)(3) may be waived or modified by the board of 
architectural review where the board finds that a proposed fence would be architecturally 
appropriate and consistent with the character of the district. 
 
Since the proposed brick column is a part of the fence, the zoning ordinance requires that it not 
extend above 6 feet. To allow for the brick column to remain at its proposed height, Staff 
recommends that the Board approve a waiver of Section 7-202(C), to permit the 6’7-7/8” high 
brick column.  
 
The applicant’s proposed changes are compatible with the original BAR approved design and do 
not negatively impact any of the building’s existing historic fabric or the surrounding streetscape.   
The alterations are sympathetic to the existing historic structure and do not overwhelm its scale, 
massing, or historic character-defining features. Therefore, Staff supports the application, with 
the recommendation that the BAR approve a Waiver of Height Requirement for the 6’7-7/8” 
brick column.  
 
 
STAFF 
Courtney Lankford, Historic Preservation Planner, Planning & Zoning 
Michele Oaks, Historic Preservation Planner, Planning & Zoning 
Al Cox, FAIA, Historic Preservation Manager, Planning & Zoning 
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IV.  CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS 
 
Legend: C - code requirement R - recommendation S - suggestion F- finding 
 
Code Administration: 
C-1 Alterations to the existing structure and/or installation of equipment requires 

construction/alteration permits. Five sets of architectural quality drawings shall 
accompany the permit applications that fully detail the construction/alteration as well as 
layouts and schematics of the mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems. 

 
 
Transportation and Environmental Services (T&ES):  
RECOMMENDATIONS  
 
R1. Applicant shall be responsible for repairs to the adjacent city right-of-way if damaged 

during construction activity. (T&ES) 
 
R2. All improvements to the city right-of-way such as curbing, sidewalk, driveway aprons, 

etc. must be city standard design and must be included on the required Grading Plan. 
(T&ES) 

 
R3. No permanent structure may be constructed over any existing private and/or public utility 

easements.  It is the responsibility of the applicant to identify any and all existing 
easements on all plans submitted for approvals. (T&ES) 

 
FINDINGS: 
 
F1. An approved grading plan is not required for the proposed improvement at this time.   
 
CITY CODE REQUIREMENTS 
 
C1. An Encroachment will be required if the proposed installation of the front post and/or 

gate is placed within the public right-of- way.  (Sec. 5-2-29) (T&ES) 
 
C-2   The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria’s Solid Waste Control, Title 5, 

Chapter 1, which sets forth the requirements for the recycling of materials (Sec. 5-1-99). 
(T&ES) 

 
C-3   The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria's Noise Control Code, Title 11, 

Chapter 5, which sets the maximum permissible noise level as measured at the property 
line. (T&ES) 

 
C-4 Any work within the right-of-way requires a separate permit from T&ES. (Sec. 5-2) 

(T&ES) 
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V.  IMAGES 
 

 
Figure 1. Plat for 320 N Patrick  
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Figure 2: Existing front elevation of 320 N Patrick.  Arrow marks location of arbor/fence/gate. 
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Figure 3. 2010 Previously approved arbor, fence and gate 

 

 
Figure 4: Current 2011 Proposal for previously approved arbor and fence with new metal gate and brick 

column. 
 
 
 



  BAR CASE #2010-0073 
  October 26, 2011 

 10

 
Figure 5: Detail drawing of 2011 proposal for new brick column and metal gate.  

 
 
 

 
Figure 6: Dimensioned drawing of brick column (current 2011 proposal). 
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Figure 7: Detail drawing of brick column (current 2011 proposal). 

 
 

 
Figure 8: Image of cornice of 320 N Patrick.  

The detailing at the top of the proposed brick column mimics the cornice shown here (current 2011 proposal). 
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Figure 9: Plan view of arbor with gate and brick column (current 2011 proposal).  

 
 
 
 

 
Figure 10. Plan view of 2010 proposal for arbor with fence and gate.  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 


