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Docket Item #15-B
DEVELOPMENT SPECIAL USE PERMIT #2002-0015
2100 MT VERNON AV (WELSH SITE)

Planning Commission Meeting
June 4, 2002

ISSUE: Consideration of a request for a development special use permit, with site
plan, for construction of a woodworking shop and office, with zone transition
setback modification and to allow tandem parking.

APPLICANT: = ThomasJ. Welsh
LOCATION: 2100 Mt. Vernon Avenue
ZONE: R-2-5/Residential (CL Pending) and CL/Commercial Low

Planning Commission Action, June 4, 2002: On a motion by Ms. Fossum, seconded by Mr.
Robinson, the Planning Commission voted to recommend approval of the development special use
permit with site plan. The motion carried on a vote of 7 to 0.

Reason: With the addition of three conditions, governing operating hours, fumes, and noise, the
Commission supported the application.

Speakets:

Stephen Keonig, architect for the applicant, stated that the applicant agrees with staff posifion and
conditions.

Carolyn Herda, 113C E. Windsor Avenue, spoke in opposition, reading a letter that she submitted
to the Commission saying that the current operation is loud, that the owner operates late into the
night, and that fumes from paints, glues and solvents are used in the operation.

Frank Lefler, 109 E. Windsor Avenue, spoke in opposition.

Mary Tatlisu, 113A E. Windsor Avenue, spoke in opposition expressing concern about odors, fumes,
and traffic from deliveries.

Pat Miller, 1806 N. Cliff Street, as president of the Potomac West Business Association, spoke in
support of the application. She praised the applicant for the improvements already made to the main
residence grounds, and voiced expectation that the new structure will be built with the same great
care.



Amy Slack, 2307 E. Randolph Avenue, spoke in support of the staff position. She noted that the
Welshes have improved the property, and stated support for setbacks, generally, to protect residential
areas from commercial development.

Gayle T. Reuter, 110 E. Del Ray Avenue, spoke in support. She praised the current condition of the
property, and said that the new improvement will enhance the property and that the use adds to the
diverse mix that is sought on Mt Vernon Avenue.

Dave Shuman, 22 E. Windsor Avenue, spoke in support. He said that home and property values in
Del Ray have been increasing as properties have changed hands from absentee landlords to resident
owners. He stated that the Welshes have been model residents and homeowners.
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DSUP #2002-0015
2100 Mt Vernon Ave

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends approval subject to compliance with all applicable codes and ordinances and the
following conditions:

1.

10.

11

Consolidate the existing five legal lots, numbered 521 through 525, into one lot of record

prior to issuance of the certificate of occupancy for the new woodworking shop and office.
(P&Z)

Relocate the picket fence along Windsor Avenue to the subject property. If not relocated to
the subject property, an encroachment must be approved by the city. (P&Z)

Provide a landscape hedge along the west side property line to the satisfaction of the Director
of Planning and Zoning. (P&Z)

Stripe the parking lot along East Windsor Avenue in accordance with the spaces represented
on the submitted site plan. (P&Z)

The landscaping shown on the site plan for the woodworking shop shall be maintained and
cannot be eliminated unless Planning Commission and/or City Council approve an
amendment to this DSP or a new DSP for redevelopment on the site. (P&Z)

The applicant shall plant a large shade tree along the south property line, near the southeast
corner of the parking lot off East Windsor Avenue, to the satisfaction of the Director of
Planning and Zoning. (P&Z)

The applicant will complete a security survey with the Police Crime Prevention Unit upon
completion of the project. (Police)

The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria's Noise Control Code, Title 11,

Chapter 5, which sets the maximum permissible noise level as measured at the property line.
(T&ES)

The applicant must comply with the Chesapeake Bay Preservation Act in accordance with
Article XIII of the City’s zoning ordinance for storm water quality control. (T&ES)

Show all existing and proposed water facilities on the site plan. (T&ES)
The applicant shall attach a copy of the final released site plan to each building permit
document application and be responsible for insuring that the building permit drawings are

consistent and in compliance with the final released site plan prior to review and approval
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DSUP #2002-0015
2100 Mt Vernon Ave

of the building permit by the Departments of Planning and Zoning and Transportation and
Environmental Services. (P&Z)

12.  The hours of operating woodworking equipment shall be limited to 8 AM to 8 PM Monday
through Saturday.

13.  No noise from mechanical woodworking equipment shall be allowed above the maximum
permissible sound levels for residential use areas. (PC)

14,  The applicant shall control odors and fumes from the property to prevent them from
becoming a nuisance to neighboring properties, and shall handle and dispose of all hazardous
materials, including glues, paints and solvents, in accordance with all local, state, and federal
ordinances or regulations and shall not discharge these substances into the sanitary or storm
sewers. (PC)

Special use permits and modifications recommended by staff:

1. Modification to reduce required 25 feet residential zone transition-setback to 3 feet (5'
setback for building wall and 3' setback for projecting eave)
2. Special use permit to provide tandem parking to meet parking requirement.

Staff Note: In accordance with section 11-506(c) of the zoning ordinance, construction or operation
shall be commenced and diligently and substantially pursued within 18 months of the date of
granting of a special use permit by City Council or the special use permit shall become void.



DSUP #2002-0015
2100 Mt Vernon Ave

BACKGROUND:

The applicant, Thomas J. Welsh, requests approval of a development special use permit, with a site
plan, to replace an existing detached garage located in the northwest corner of the property with a
new, larger commercial outbuilding to accommodate a specialized woodworking shop at 2100
Mount Vernon Avenue. The subject property, a corner parcel, is five lots of record with a total lot
area of 14,490 square feet. Access to the property is from both Mount Vernon Avenue and E.
Windsor Avenue. Inconjunction with this request, the applicant is requesting to change the master
plan designation and zoning for the westernmost of the five lots from R-2-5 Residential to CL
Commercial Low (Case MPA #2002-0002), making the fifth lot’s zoning consistent with the
remainder of the property and to allow the proposed commercial use.

The subject property is developed with a main dwelling unit, with first floor commercial, and an
accessory two car garage. The existing main building is a two-story frame building with a covered
open wraparound front porch and open rear porch. Its architecture suggests that the building was
originally constructed as a residence. Real estate assessment records indicate the building was
constructed in 1920 and is identified as a contributing structure in the Town of Potomac Historic
District. During the past several years, the applicant has extensively renovated the building, which
is now operated as the Anne Welsh Salon, with living quarters on the second floor. The existing
one-story detached garage is located at the northwest corner of the lot, less than two feet from each

property line.

The applicant proposes to demolish the existing garage structure, which has been used as a hobby
woodworking shop, and replace it with a larger structure to be utilized by the applicant for a
woodworking business.

Length Width Overall Height Floor Area
Original Garage 30.3' 20.4' 15' 618 sq. ft.
New Structure 40.0' 24.0' 22! 1,440 sq. ft.
Change +9.7 + 3.6’ +7 + 822 sq. ft.

The new structure is designed with sliding doors facing east toward Mount Vernon Avenue and
glass doors facing East Windsor Avenue. The new detached structure is proposed to be buiit,
including overhanging eaves, 3' from the west side property line and 1' from the north side property
line, slightly further from the property lines than the existing structure (which is 1.9' from the west
side property line and 1.8' from the north side property line). The proposed location requires a
modification to the zoning regulations, which require the building to be set back 25' from each
property line. The proposed use requires a parking reduction to allow existing tandem spaces to be
utilized to meet the parking requirements for the new woodworking shop.
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DSUP #2002-0015
2100 Mt Vernon Ave

PROJECT:

SUMMARY OF PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT

Total Site Area:

Zone;

Current Use:

Proposed Use:

Property Address:

2100 Mount Vernon Avenue
14,490

CL within 96.77 feet of Mt Vernon

Proposed rezoning to CL from R2-5 on rear 25 feet of property
Personal Services - Hair salon, massage, woodworking as a home occupation

Personal Services and Retail - Hair salon, massage, woodworking and sales as

permitted in CL

Floor Area

FAR

Yards

Zone Transition

Height
Open Space

Parking

Permitted/Required

Total - 7245 sq. ft,
(Total existing - 3675 sq. ft.)

0.50

None for lots 521-525
(Pending ot 525 rezone)

Woodworking shop and office
1:1, min 25'

35
none

2 spaces residential unit

2 spaces salon

2 spaces massage therapist
3 spaces woodworking shop

2 spaces woodworking shop office
12 total spaces

Proposed

4,530 sq. ft. {new structure - 1,440 sq. ft.)

0.31

nfa

3' to eave (modification requested)
20.5'
none

12 spaces, including 4 tandem spaces

The proposed use, woodworking, is permitted within the CL zone under section 4-107(D) of the
zoning ordinance. The applicant makes custom cabinetry for individual clients. He works alone or
with one or two temporary part-time employees who assist for deliveries or installation. The
applicant reports hours of 8 AM to 8 PM, Monday through Saturday. Clients will visit the shop on
an individual basis to review proposals and specifications. Materials will be delivered once or twice
per week, as needed, using a personal pickup truck.



DSUP #2002-0015
2100 Mt Vernon Ave

STAFF ANALYSIS

Staff supports the proposed application. As noted in the report on the master plan amendment and
rezoning, staff believes the change from R-2-5 to CL for the rear parcel is in keeping with the intent
of the master plan and the character of surrounding development. The proposed woodworking shop
is the type of low-scale commercial appropriate for Mount Vernon Avenue, with the provisions of
4-107(D) providing specially for such small-scale woodworking shops and similar uses. The full
amount of parking required for the woodworking use — 5 spaces--is provided, however the spaces
are arranged in a tandem fashion on the driveway in front of the shop building, requiring a special
use permit. Staff believes the number of spaces is more than adequate for the proposed use, and
given the low volume nature of the use, that the tandem parking will function adequately.

Setback Modification

The significant issue raised by this application is the request to modify the zone transition setback
requirement from 25' down to 3' in order to allow the new woodworking shop to be constructed at
the northeast corner of the site, in the general location of the existing garage. The zone transition
setback requirement of the zoning ordinance is intended to assure that commercial uses are set back
a sufficient distance from residential uses in order to provide protection to the residential uses.
While there are significant open areas on this site where a new building could be built that would
not require a modification to the zone transition setback requirement, the applicant has proposed the
corner location because he believes that a building in the location of the former garage will be less
disruptive visually to adjacent neighbors, and will maintain much of the open space and landscaping
along East Windsor and Mount Vernon Avenues.

Staff generally supports this approach. Staff believes that constructing the new building-even
though it is significantly bigger and taller than the existing garage—at the location of the existing
garage will best preserve the single family character of the lot and the main historic structure. While
the Mount Vernon Avenue Urban Design Guidelines generally require that new structures occupy
the lot frontage along Mount Vernon Avenue, the guidelines also require that development not
overwhelm adjacent historic and architecturally significant structures. In this case, construction of
the proposed workshop in a location other than the northwest corner of the property would detract
from the prominent main structure, identified as a contributing structure in the Town of Potomac
National Historic District. Additionally, an alternative location would consume open space along
Mt Vernon and East Windsor Avenue that has historically served as a visual amenity for the
neighborhood.

Although the new structure is proposed to be built within the zone transition setback area, staff does
not believe the structure will have an adverse effect on any existing surrounding residences. In fact,
the new shop will not be directly adjacent to any residential buildings; to the north an outbuilding
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DSUP #2002-0015
2100 Mt Vernon Ave

for The Candle Shop, at 2104 Mt. Vernon Avenue, abuts the proposed building site; to the west is
a vacant parcel adjacent the manse for Del Ray Methodist Church; and at the northwest corner, the
site just touches the southeast corner of the rear yard of the residence at 113 E. Custis Avenue.

The most potentially affected residential lot is the vacant residential lot immediately to the west on
Windsor Avenue, which is owned by the adjoining church. Ifthe vacant church lot is developed for
a single family home in the future, the home could be designed so that it is well set back from the
woodworking shop, and with its garage immediately adjacent to the woodworking shop as an
additional buffer. The applicant has proffered, as part of the rezoning request, to install and maintain
a landscape hedge between the new structure and the west side property line to soften the building
wall facing the neighboring properties.

Additionally, as part of the site renovations completed by the applicant over the last several years,
the property has been newly landscaped well above the level of crown coverage required by the
zoning ordinance, including some significant landscaping along the side of the proposed
woodworking building facing Windsor Avenue. The recently installed trees and other landscaping
will provide soften and screen the building from Windsor Avenue. Staff is recommending that all
of the landscaping shown on the site plan be required to be maintained as a condition of this
approval, assuring that the open space that is being protected by the City’s granting of a modification
is protected unless further development or redevelopment of the site occurs with the permission of
the Planning Commission and/or City Council. In addition, staff is recommending that the applicant
plant one additional large shade tree along the south property line, near the southeast corner of the
parking lot off E. Windsor Avenue, to shade the parking lot and screen the views of the building
mass from the public right of way.

Finally, the applicant is proposing to utilize additional soundproofing measures that include building
insulation and a six foot privacy fence, providing further protection to adjoining properties from any
potential impacts of the business.

STAFF: Eileen P. Fogarty, Director, Department of Planning and Zoning;
Kimberley Johnson, Chief, Development;
Stephen Milone, Urban Planner.



DSUP #2002-0015
2100 Mt Vernon Ave

CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS

Legend: C-coderequirement R -recommendation S -suggestion F - finding

Transportation & Environmental Services:

C-1

C-2

F-1

F-2

The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria's Noise Control Code, Title 11,
Chapter 5, which sets the maximum permissible noise level as measured at the property
line.

The applicant must comply with the Chesapeake Bay Preservation Act in accordance
with Article XIII of the City’s zoning ordinance for storm water quality control.

Ifthe area of disturbance for the project remains below 2500 square feet the Article XIII -
Chesapeake Bay Program does not apply.

T&ES has no objections or recommendations to the construction of wood shop.

Virginia American Water Company:

R-1

F-1

There are no existing or proposed water facilities shown. If any new water facilities are
required, please show them.

Water service is available for domestic and fire protection use.

Code Enforcement:

C-1

All exterior walls within 5 feet from an interior property line shall have a fire resistance
rating of 3 hours, with no openings permitted within the wall. The wall shall be designed
for fire exposure from either side.

Prior to the issuance of a demolition permit or land disturbance permit, a rodent
abatement plan shall be submitted to Code Enforcement that will outline the steps that
will taken to prevent the spread of rodents from the construction site to the surrounding
community and sewers.

Roof drainage systems must be installed so as neither to impact upon, nor cause
erosion/damage to adjacent property.



C-5

C-6

C-7

C-8

C-9

DSUP #2002-0015
2100 Mt Vernon Ave

A soils report must be submitted with the building permit application.

New construction must comply with the current edition of the Uniform Statewide
Building Code (USBC).

The stair from the second floor shall be enclosed in a 1 hour fire resistance rating and
shall discharge directly to the outside.

Construction permits are required for this project. Plaﬁs shall accompany the perﬁnit
application that fully detail the construction as well as layouts and schematics of the
mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems.

Permission from adjacent property owners is required if access to the adjacent properties
is required to complete the proposed construction. Otherwise, a plan shall be submitted
to demonstrate the construction techniques utilized to keep construction solely on the
referenced property. ‘

A wall location plat prepared by a land surveyor is required to be submitted to this office
prior to requesting any framing inspection.

Police Department:

R-1

Security survey by the Crime Prevention Unit upon completion of the project.

Historic Alexandria (Archaeology):

F-1

Low potential for significant archaeological resources to be disturbed. No archaeological
action required.

Parks & Recreation (Arborist):

No comments received from this department
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APPLICATION for

DEVELOPMENT SPECIAL USE PERMIT with SITE PLAN
DSUP# 2002 -2l 5
PROJECTNAME: __ WiZisu  fropenr

PROPERTY LOCATION: [0 /MT- VErNo) AveE

TAX MAP REFERENCE: _0%4-¢y 02 03 ZONE: 425 + CL

APPLICANT Name: _—7 Jizowrs et Wers it

Addresss Z/vov v VERA W 4\/{5’
PROPERTY OWNER Name: AME /A& Anevi

Address:

SUMMARY OF PROPOSAL: ZePLAte AN @MISTING =TRuctuss L iTH A whad-

\/‘/rn,{cuda Swrd__ - Busaless Neladloa

MODIFICATIONS REQUESTED: ey i [lom. TRANS T nd 28NS So7 BAcL.

e QuirEmeNl
: HFRIo vAL.  F AN BRISTINC TANDEYVL AAANGCEmEWVT
SUP’s REQUESTED: witicH FArCFlees Ty ENTINS i NG Le duieamen™

THE UNDERSIGNED hereby applies for Development Site Plan, with Special Use Permit, approval in accordance with the
provisions of the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Alexandria, Virginia.

THE UNDERSIGNED, having obtained permission from the property owner, hereby grants permission to the City of
Alexandria to post placard notice on the property for which this application is requested, pursuant to Article X1, Section 11-30] (B) of
the 1992 Zoning Ordinance of the City of Alexandria, Virginia.

THE UNDERSIGNED also attests that all of the information herein provided and specifically including all surveys, drawings,
etc., required of the applicant are true, correct and accurate to the best of his knowledge and belief.

U
Print Name of Applicant or Agent [ [Signature

21 MTe VEUNIN_ fife #3 SYEI5E3  _Po3 - 8361977
Mailing/Street Address Telephone # Fax #

Ao, VA 72304 $/26/02

City and State Zip Code ' ! Date

Application Received: Received Plans for Completeness:

Fee Paid & Date: § Received Plans for Preliminary:

ACTION - PLANNING COMMISSION:

ACTION - CITY COUNCIL:

07/26/99 p\zoningipe-applforms\app-sp2 -



Development Special Use Permit with Site Plan (DSUP) # 2020015

All applicants must complete this form.

Supplemental forms are required for child care facilities, restaurants, automobile oriented uses and
freestanding signs requiring special use permit approval.

1. The applicant is the (check one):
[ﬂ; Owner [] Contract Purchaser

[] Lessee [] Other:

State the name, address and percent of ownership of any person or entity owning an interest in the
applicant, unless the entity is a corporation or parmershlp in which case identify each owner of more
than ten percent.

ﬁ?’imw J- #"Afﬂ_ﬂu" . ersn
vy’ ()wﬂasmf/)

If property owner or applicant is being represented by an authorized agent such as an attorney,
realtor, or other person for which there is some form of compensation, does this agent or the
business in which the agent is employed have a business license to operate in the City of Alexandria,

Virginia?
[] Yes. Provide proof of current City business license
[] No. The agent shall obtain a business license prior to filing application,

if required by the City Code.

Ni#



Development Special Use Permit with Site Plan (DSUP) #__ZMZ ~0015

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

2. The applicant shall describe below the nature of the request in detail so that the Planning

Commission and ‘City Council can understand the nature of the operation and the use, including such
items as the nature of the activity, the number and type of patrons, the number of employees, the
hours, how parking is to be provided for employees and. patrons, and whether the use will generate
any noise. If not appropriate to the request, delete pages 4-7.

(Attach additional sheets if necessary)

MNATUAE AL lf‘/éof’n/mcwrf Sy SlecipriTiNe N
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Nosgs ¢ S \Aload Wanicond =y ajeny

/audn, T ooLs

/3



Development Special Use Permit with Site Plan (DSUP) # Z@Z - 0015

How many patrons, clients, pupils and other such users do you expect?
Specify time period (i.e., day, hour, or shift).

[—Z  fn i

How many employees, staff and other personnel do you expect?
Specify time period (i.e. day, hour, or shift).

/-7  pT. (FM_ DEYIIIIES  rfom /A/Sﬂ‘ff—uﬁ’JMS_>
Ao O7TMN. Ui TIMGE  STHFF

Describe the proposed hours and days of operation of the proposed use:
Day Hours Day Hours

M = SAT” 3-8

Describe any potential noise emanating from the proposed use:
A. Describe the noise levels anticipated from all mechanical equipment and patrons.
TAGLE S, Dysr (o on, JND  Pewensy  TIves
A1 Comogesson

B. How will the noise from patrons be controlled?

Rysidin)er Wite B JNSALATER  B) Frvirn

Describe any potential odors emanating from the proposed use and plans to control them:

AY4-

rd




10.

Development Special Use Permit with Site Plan (DSUP) # ﬁﬂ Z - W/ ;

Provide information regarding trash and litter generated by the use:
A. What type of trash and garbage will be generated by the use?
AWIUST,  SClAP - (NovD)

B. How much trash and garbage will be generated by the use?
/-7 BAGS  pen o

C. How often will trash be collected?

A NEEWNEY)

D. How will you prevent littering on the property, streets and nearby properties?

N/A

Will any hazardous materials, as defined by the state or federal government, be handled, stored, or
generated on the property?

[] Yes. [9 No.

If yes, provide the name, monthly cjuantity, and specific disposal method below:

Will any organic compounds, for example paint, ink, lacquer thinner, or cleaning or degreasing
solvent, be handled, stored, or generated on the property?

1 Yes. [ ] No.

If yes, provide the name, monthly quantity, and specific disposal method below:
T [ysomeey  pramen  BAsen)  fantm Wil B UsY

rd

YP Pl TR Vor Derivened 73 CLIGNT  ulPol  Compremiond
§F__Jak
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Development Special Use Permit with Site Plan (DSUP) #_Z20 2~ a5

11. What methods are proposed to ensure the safety of residents, employees and patrons?
MNOT  Alfgwed  INSiDE <SP pspree  AACH NS
/N gl ATTon/ '

ALCOHOL SALES
12. Wil the proposed use include the sale of beer, wine, or mixed drinks? .

[ ] Yes. 4 No.

If yes, describe alcohol sales below,. including if the ABC license will include on-premises and/or
off-premises sales. Existing uses must describe their existing alcohol sales and/or service and
identify any proposed changes in that aspect of the operation.

PARKING AND ACCESS REQUIREMENTS

13. Provide information regarding the availability of off-street parking:

A. How many parking spaces are required for the proposed use pursuant to section
8-200 (A) of the zoning ordinance?

-

B. How many parking spaces of each type are provided for the proposed use:

3 Standard spaces

(? Compact spaces -
Handicapped accessible spaces.

Other.

Iz



Development Special Use Permit with Site Plan (DSUP) # 207 - 0015

C. Where is required parking located? (check one) PG on-site [ ] off-site.

If the required parking will be located off-site, where will it be located:

Pursuant to section 8-200 (C) of the zoning ordinance, commercial and industrial uses may
provide off-site parking within 500 feet of the proposed use, provided that the off-site parking is
located on land zoned for commercial or industrial uses. All other uses must provide parking on-
site, except that off-street parking may be provided within 300 feet of the use with a special use
permit.

D. [Ifareduction in the required parking is requested, pursuant to section 8-100 (A) (4) or (5) of the
zoning ordinance, complete the PARKING REDUCTION SUPPLEMENTAL APPLICATION.

14, Provide information regarding loading and unloading facilities for the use:

A. How many loading spaces are required for the use, per section 8-200 (B) of the

zoning ordinance? Q/

B. How many loading spaces are available for the use? @/ '

/
Where are off-street loading facilities located? N/A

D. During what hours of the day do you expect loading/unloading operations to occur?
- S=@ I Denivowies  Uoued fe sphepaeen
FL A buts  WHEN shess e dngeculisy

E. How frequently are loading/unloading operations expected to occur, per day or per week, as

appropriate?
As /1/6’:\0(::’25,/ [-Z  rensene P/o{ 1Ry
A ez

15. Is street access to the subject property adequate or are any street improvements, such as a new turning
lane, necessary to minimize impacts on traffic flow?

Vs - STter fepss -ﬁcléé'r /S ADeQuATE
P00~ [ MPRIVSWMBNS  ARE N LEQ uUi2eD

07/26/99 p:\zoning\pc-appl\formsiapp-sp2*+*
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#/5-8 DSUP 2202-00,5

27 May 2002

Alexandria Planning Commission m ECEDYE m

City Hall ‘ MAY 3 0 200

Alexandria, Va. 22314
PLANNING & ZONING

RE: 2100 Mt. Vernon Ave.

Map 34.04 Block 02 Lot 03

Consideration of a Request for a development Special
use permit, construction of a Woodworking Shop & Office.

Dear Alexandria Planning Commission:

Since I have Angina, I don’t attend meetings, but I write
letters instead. I'm Opposed to the above.
NO MORE DEVELOPMENT IN ALEXANDRIA!

You have already created a Monster in Alexandria, Va. Its
time to say “NO!”

Sincerely,
Ko
Patrick H. Kirby
9 East Custis Ave.
Alexandria, Va. 22301
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THE DEL RAY CITIZENS
ASSOCIATION

PO.BOX2235 ALEXANDRIA VIRGINIA 22301 ESTABLISHED 1954

To: \JMembers of Alexandria Planning Commission
Elleen Fogarty, Director, Office of Planning and Zonin
From: Amy Slack, Land Use committee Co-chair

Sarah Haut, Land Use committee Co-chair
Bill Hendrickson, President

Date: - June 1, 2002

Subject:  Master Plan Amendment #2002-0002, Rezoning #2002-0002 and
~ Development Site Plan # 2002-002, 2100 Mount Vernon Avenue

At its May 21 meeting, the DRCA Executive Board voted to suppott the above
applications, which involve the construction of a new woodworking shop/office on
the site of a current garage. We did so on the condition that a permanently
landscaped, 10-foot deep buffer be maintained along the western property line
(not including the new building). The board believed that this was & sufficient
buffer between the commercial and residential zones given current
circumstances. :

In making its decision, the Executive Board rejected a Land Use Committee
recommendation to oppose this project. The committee felt that the applicant, in
return for permission to encroach into the zone transition setback, should have
agreed to set aside a commensurate amount of open space elsewhere on the
property in order to preserve the historically residential development pattern of
the property.

We request your support for this position and welcome your questions and
comments. Please feel free to contact Co-chairs Amy Slack at 703-649-3412 or
Sarah Haut at 703-838-2060, and President Bill Hendrickson at 703-548-7365
(days), 703-519-9410 (evenings).



#16-A MFA Zevz- pooZ *@ 2007 -000;
#/5-6,  PsUP 200z - por5

Purg, ¥

..ﬁ._.E...i;OtOH-;ac ot E @ E u w E ‘

Busin Association

[

Businesses working together

to make Potomac West | \ 1 G
a better place to live, ?trﬂm,@.l?%lifﬁ 0N|N
work and shop. www.pwba.org

June 3, 2002

TO: Planning Commission
Commissioner H. Stewart Dunn, Jr.
Commissioner Donna Fossum
Commissioner Ludwig Gaines
Commissioner John Komoroske
Commissioner Richard Leibach
Commissioner J. Lawrence Robinson
Comumissioner Chair Eric Wagner

FROM: Pat Miller, President

Potomac West Business Association

I am writing on behalf of the Potomac West Business Association in support of five items that

will be discussed on your docket at the June 4th meeting. Here are the items and I'll be short and
to the point:

15.A, request by Anne and Tom Welsh for a master plan amendment to change the land use
designation and request rezoning of a portion of their property. We support this change.

15.B, request by Anne and Tom Welsh for SUP with site plan for construction of a woodworking
shop and office. We support this business.

19., request by Mancini’s Restaurant for SUP review. We support their renewal.

20., request by Afghan Restaurant for SUP review. We support their renewal.

2.



__ .,PW“BA.

Potomac West
Business Association

Businesses working together ' PO Box 2125
to make Potomac West Alexandria, VA 22301

a better place to live, - {703)836-1155
work and shop. ' www.pwba.org

25., request for SUP to operate a restaurant and request for a parking reduction by the
Neighborhood Restaurant Group. We support this request.

All of the above are important to businesses in Potomac West and we hope you will agree.
Thank you for your consideration.
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Tax Map Reference 034-04-02-03 Page 1 of 4
My purpose is to direct your attention to the issue of changing the zoning of
Mr. Tom Welsh’s garage/workshop/lot from Residential to Commercial. This is the lot
behind the Beauty Salon which Mrs. Anne Welsh operates at 2100 Mt. Vernon Avenue.
The information provided is that this business is similar to an “arts and crafts”
venture liké a pottery shop and therefore is a proper addition to our neighborhood
in Del Ray. Ifyou believe this, let me tell you something about this venture.
Mr. Tom Welsh introduced himself to me as a building contractor (his words). His |
business, building wood products, such as Cabinets, etc. is not an “arts and crafts”
business. It is normally classified as light-industrial and belongs in an industrial park on
Route 1 or in Shirlington. It does not belong in the backyards of this family-oriented
community. Woodworking involves .screeching electric saws, drills, presses, fine, misty
sawdust, paints, solvents, thinners, acids, glue and other hazardous materials.
Furthermore, Mr. Walsh has been operating his business in his backyard for at least the
last 1 ¥ years and venting these materials out into the neighborhood. Mr. Walsh has
advised me his hours are 8:00 a.m.until 8:00 p.m. However, Mr. Walsh is in business for
profit, and therefore works toward his product due date. In other words he works until
he ﬁnishe.s his task — regardiesé of the time or day which is normal for industry. That is
another reason this business belongs in an industrial park. The reason I know these
details, is because my bedroom window is across the street from the garage/workshop
(approximately 170 feet) and I have the opportunity to experience the saws and other

equipment morning, noon and night.

Ay
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I am not the only person on Windsor Avenue who is aware of the noise and hazardous

~waste. The Methodist Minister and his wife have their bedroom window on the
ground floor of th¢ Parsonage, some 120 feet from the workshop. Pastor Friend |
has been with the Del Ray United Methodis.t Church for 1 % years and has been plagued
with health problems since he moved into the Parsonage.. Originally these problems
were attributed to the mold which grew in the insulation under the house caused
by improper drainage from the driveway. However, once the drainage problem was
addressed, new insulation installed, new padding and carpeting installed, the walls
cleaned and painted, the hope was that the health problems would resolve.

Unfortunately, Pastor Friend and his wife continue to have health problems. The
$30,000 that the Congregation spent on the Parsonage has relieved l-)ut not corrected the
problems. They continue to have sinus infections and other issues related to irﬁmune
system compromises. These conditions DO IMPROVE once they are away from this

area.

Additionally, thére is daily exposure of the Nursery School children in back of the
Church where time is spent in the enclosed play area (around 200 ft from the worksho.p)
and occasionally on the front lawn of the éhurch The after-school program, exposes the
older children to the same chemical elements.

The people at the outdoor seaﬁng area of the Thai Restaurant are being
showered with these same hazardous materials as are the people at the outdoor seating
area of St. EImo’s, a block away. They are all unaware of this exposure.

Many residents in the area are retirees who enjoy sitting on their porches or decks with

their morning cup of coffee, reading the paper or their bibles. Many of these seniors
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already have health problems and are unaware of being exposed to new ones.

If you think paint, solvents, thinners, etc. are not hazardous materials, ask yourself
- why would Alexaﬁdria City Officials restrict disposal of these products? Youasa
resident may not put them in the trash. You must wait ﬁnti] the designated date in the
Spring and in the Fall for the city to collect them; otherwise, you must take theni to
the Hazardous Waste Materials site on Wheeler Avenue.

Let me make an analogy to this issue with a favorite old story by Hans Christian
Anderson’s “The Emperor’s New Clothes™, in which two strangers came to town with a
proposal appealing to the Emperor’s vanity for new clothes. They would weave a very
fine cloth from gold and silver coins and make a very fine fabric which only wise men
could see. Those who could not seé this fabric were stupid or unfit for office. The

Emperor was intrigued and provided the strangers with the golci and silver they wanted,
along with a palace room in which to weave the wonderful cloth. The Ministers all went
to see the fabric — and could see nothing ~ but feared this admission would indicate they
were stupid or unfit for office. Therefore, they all praised the weavers for their fine work
and when the Emperor put on the ihvisible outfit and paraded down the street to the
festival, all the villagers gathered to admire the new clothes. A small child pushed
forward to see and said “The Emperor is naked”. The guard tried to hush up the child,
but the child again 'said, “He has nothing on at all”. The villagers nodded and whispered
to one another, “Our Emperdr is naked”.

I am that voice among the villagers...and I am telling you...this venture is a light
industrial business which uses hazardous materials. It is a FAIRY TALE to call it an

“Arts and Crafts” venture.
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Mr. Tom Welsh will make a considerable sum of money when he sells these two

pieces of property as a commercial package. The City Treasurer will also be happy with
the new tﬁx basis th;:y wﬂl have.
THE PUNCH LINE FOR YOU, THE RESIDENTIS...

The reason this commercial venture will affect your property values, is that people
who buy a $250,000 to $3.00,000 house do not normally invest this type of méney in
a piece of property beside an industrial park. Ask yourself the question, “Would I
buy a home in Del Ray if T knew I was exposing my family to hazardous waste?

“Would anyone else buy my home at the current rates if they were aware of this
light “industrial-type” business”? THE ANSWER IS NO!

And lastly 1f none of this is meaningful to you, ask the folks who live near
American University, (where the Army buried the experimentai weapons) and where all
the children have high levels of Arsenic in their blood, “how do they like their
neighborhood now”?

I spent some 40 years working with the Federal Government (33 years with the
Navy) and I can tell you Department of Defense DOES NOT KNOW what to do about all
the toxic waste they have created. YES, they will tell you that some 25-30 years later,
there is no after-effect from the weapons and other toxins buried in that area.

I AM TELLING YOU THAT IS ALSO A FAIRYTALE!

Respectfully,
C.O. Herda

113C East Windsor Avenue
Alexandria, Virginia
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ASSOCIATION 6-IS-

P.O. BOX 2233 ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22301 ESTABLISHED 1954

To: Members of Alexandria City Council
Eileen Fogarty, Director, Office of Planning and Zoning
From: Amy Slack, L.and Use committee Co-chair

Sarah Haut, Land Use committee Co-chair
Bill Hendrickson, President
Date: June 11, 2002

Subject:  Master Plan Amendment #2002-0002, Rezoning #2002-
0002 and Development Site Plan # 2002-002, 2100 Mount
Vernon Avenue

At our membership meeting on June 10, 2002, we voted to support the
subject requests as recommended by Planning and Zoning and as
amended by the Planning Commission to limit the hours of operation to
8 AM to 8 PM,

We request your support for this position and weicome your questions
and comments. Please feel free to contact Co-chairs Amy Slack at 703-
549-3412 or Sarah Haut at 703-838-9060, and President Bili
Hendrickson at 703-549-7365 (days), 703-519-9410 (evenings).
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Alexandria City Council o-15-0a
June 15 2002 Docket
Development Special Use Permit #2002-15
2100 MT VERNON AVENUE (WELSH SITE)
June 14, 2002

Re: The issue of zoning above named property from R-2-5/Residential (CL Pending) and
CL/Commercial Low

I am a resident of one of the townhouses on East Windsor Avenue. I am concerned about
the development of an industrial venture under my bedroom window and near my front
doot. This building/business is only 65 feet from the Methodist Ministers” bedroom
window at 108 East Windsor and only about 100 feet from my bedroom window at

113C East Windsor Avenue. Mr. Tom Welsh operates his business (i.e. saws, drills and
other woodworking equipment) “whenever he has time™...i.e. morning, noon and night.

Apparently, the Alexandria Planning Commission feels this is appropriate use of the
residential lot which faces Windsor Avenue. However, Mr. Robinson of the Planning
Commission heard my complaint about the noise and air pollution, during the meeting of
4 June 2002 and advised Mr. Welsh to use equipment that would control the air pollution.
He further advised Mr. Welsh not to operate the saws, etc. at night.

I would therefore, respectfully request the hours to be set at something like 8:30 a.m. to
6:00 p.m. daily and closed on Sunday.

Thank you for your consideration.

G0, Heulh

C. O. Herda

113C East Windsor Avenue
Alexandria, Virginia

(703) 836-7318




5 June 2002
Mr. Robinson
624 South St. Asoph Street
Alexandria, Virginia 22301

Dear Mr. Robinson:

I am writing this note of thanks for your attention to the details of the agenda item
#15A & B (4 June Docket) regarding the Special Use Permit for Tom Welsh’s carpentry
and paint shop (which is actually on Windsor Avenue although the package is identified
as 2100 Mt. Vernon Avenue). I very much appreciate your telling him clearly that no
woodworking should be done at night, and further that no odors or noise be projected.
That was worth the 4 hours of waiting to be heard. I am sure Pastor Friend whose
bedroom widow is 65 feet from that shop also appreciates your help.

It is truly frustrating to come home in the evenings and hear the “saw-mill” running.

I really do believe this is an industrial venture — most growing cities do not want
industrial industries within the city limits but Alexandria seems to be unique.

In 1984 and 1985 I went to City Planning with an issue for the development of a parking
fot on the residential property beside my house (2010-2016 Mt Vernon Avenue). Idid
“win” a 65 foot long brick wall to separate the business from my property along with
provisions for drainage, lighting, an 8 foot set-back from the wall, some landscaping and
the provision that no auto maintenance would be performed in the parking lot. All those
concessions seem to be gone in 2002, now, except the wall, a tree and bush and the
drainage. 1 have asked Amy Slack of the Del Ray Civic Association, to help me research
this to see why the agreements “Encoded” in 1985 are no longer effective from the ruling
Mayor Beatley signed on. Because of this, T am concerned that the concessions agreed
upon last night will only be temporary.

You have a difficult job of balancing the commercial ventures with the residential
property owners, but I am grateful for your assistance in the case of Windsor Avenue.

Respectfuily,

Carolyn O. Herda
113C East Windsor Avenue
Alexandria, Virginia 22301
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Alexandria Planning Council ﬁ T b
June 4, 2002 at 7:30 p.m. City Hall

Tax Map Reference (034-04-02-03 Page 1 of 4

My purpose is to direct your attention to the issue of changing the zoning of
Mr. Tom Welsh’s garage/workshop/lot from Residential to Commercial. This is the lot
behind the Beauty Salon which Mrs. Anne Welsh operates at 2100 Mt. Vernon Avenue.
The information provided is that this business is similar to an “arts and crafts”
venture like a pottery shop and therefore is a proper addition to our neighborhood
in Del Ray. If'you believe this, let me tell you something about this venture.
Mr. Tom Welsh introduced himself to me as a building contractor (his words). His
business, building wood products, such as Cabinets, etc. is not an “arts and crafts”
business. Tt is normally classified as light-industrial and belongs in an industrial park on
Route 1 or in Shirlington. It does not belong in the backyards of this family-oriented
community. Woodworking involves screeching electric saws, drills, presses, fine, misty
sawdust, paints, solvents, thinners, acids, glue and other hazardous materials.
Furthermore, Mr. Walsh has been operating his business in his backyard for at least the
last T ¥ years and venting these materials out into the neighborhood. Mr. Walsh has
advised me his hours are 8:00 a.m.until 8:00 p.m. However, Mr. Walsh is in business for
profit, and therefore works toward his product due date. In other words he works until
he finishes his task — regardless of the time or day which is normal for industry. That is
another reason this business belongs in an industrial park. The reason I know these
details, is because my bedroom window is across the street from the garage/workshop

(approximately 170 feet) and I have the opportunity to experience the saws and other

equipment morning, noon and night.
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I am not the only person on Windsor Avenue who is aware of the noise and hazardous

waste. The Methodist Minister and his wife have their bedroom window on the
ground floor of the Parsonage, some 120 feet from the workshop. Pastor Friend
has been with the Del Ray United Methodist Church for 1 Y2 years and has been plagued
with health problems since he moved into the Parsonage. Originally these problems
were attributed to the mold which grew in the insulation under the house caused
by improper drainage from the driveway. However, once the drainage problem was
addressed, new insulation installed, new padding and carpeting installed, the walls
cleaned and painted, the hope was that the health problems would resolve.
Unfortunately, Pastor Friend and his wife continue to have health problems. The
$30,000 that the Congregation spent on the Parsonage has relieved but not corrected the
problems. They continue to have sinus infections and other issues related to immune
system compromises. These conditions DO IMPROVE once they are away from this
area.

Additionally, there is daily exposure of the Nursery School children in back of the
Church where time is spent in the enclosed play area (around 200 fi from the workshop)
and occasionally on the front lawn of the church. The after-school program, exposes the
older children to the same chemical elements.

The people at the outdoor seating area of the Thai Restaurant are being
showered with these same hazardous materials as are the people at the outdoor seating
area of St. Eimo’s, a block away. They are all unaware of this exposure.

Many residents in the area are retirees who enjoy sitting on their porches or decks with

their morning cup of coffee, reading the paper or their bibles. Many of these seniors
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already have health problems and are unaware of being exposed to new ones.

If you think paint, solvents, thinners, etc. are not hazardous materials, ask yourself
why would Alexandria City Officials restrict disposal of these products? Youasa

resident may not put them in the trash. You must wait until the designated date in the
Spring and i the Fall for the city to collect them; otherwise, you must take them to
the Hazardous Waste Materials site on Wheeler Avenue.

Let me make an analogy to this issue with a favorite old story by Hans Christian
Anderson’s “The Emperor’s New Clothes”, in which two strangers came to town with a
proposal appealing to the Emperor’s vanity for new clothes. They would weave a very
fine cloth from gold and silver coins and make a very fine fabric which only wise men
could see. Those who could not see this fabric were stupid or unfit for office. The

Emperor was intrigued and provided the strangers with the gold and silver they wanted,
along with a palace room in which to weave the wonderful cloth. The Ministers all went
to see the fabric — and could see nothing — but feared this admission would mdicate they
were stupid or unfit for office. Therefore, they all praised the weavers for their fine work
and when the Emperor put on the invisible outfit and paraded down the street to the
festival, all the villagers gathered to admire the new clothes. A small child pushed
forward to see and said “The Emperor is naked”. The guard tried to hush up the child,
but the child again said, “He has nothing on at all”. The villagers nodded and whispered
to one another, “Our Emperor is naked”.

I am that voice among the villagers...and I am telling you...this venture is a light
industrial business which uses hazardous materials. It is a FAIRY TALE to call it an

“Arts and Crafts” venture.




Page 4 of 4
Mr. Tom Welsh will make a considerable sum of money when he sells these two

pieces of property as a commercial package. The City Treasurer will aiso be happy with
the new tax basis they will have.
THE PUNCH LINE FOR YOU, THE RESIDENT IS...

The reason this commercial venture will affect your property values, is that people
who buy a $250,000 to $300,000 house do not normally invest this type of money in
a piece of property beside an industrial park. Ask yourself the question, “Would I
buy a home in Del Ray if I knew I was exposing my family to hazardous waste?

“Would anyone else buy my home at the current rates if they were aware of this
light “industrial-type” business”? THE ANSWER IS NO!

And lastly if none of this is meaningful to you, ask the folks who live near
American University, (where the Army buried the experimental weapons) and where all
the children have high levels of Arsenic in their blood, “how do they like their
neighborhood now™?

I spent some 40 years working with the Federal Government (33 years with the
Navy) and 1 can tell you Department of Defense DOES NOT KNOW what to do about all
the toxic waste they have created. YES, they will tell you that some 25-30 years later,
there is no after-effect from the weapons and other toxins buried in that area.

I AM TELLING YOU THAT IS ALSO A FAIRYTALE!

Respectfully,

C.0O. Herda

113C East Windsor Avenue
Alexandria, Virginia
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P.O. BOX 2233 ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22301 ESTABLISHED 1954

To: Members of Alexandria City Council
Eileen Fogarty, Director, Office of Planning and Zoning
From: Amy Slack, Land Use committee Co-chair

Sarah Haut, Land Use committee Co-chair
Bill Hendrickson, President
Date: June 11, 2002

Subject:  Master Plan Amendment #2002-0002, Rezoning #2002-
0002 and Development Site Plan # 2002-002, 2100 Mount
Vernon Avenue

At our membership meeting on June 10, 2002, we voted to support the
subject requests as recommended by Planning and Zoning and as
amended by the Planning Commission to limit the hours of operation to
8 AM to 8 PM.

We request your support for this position and welcome your questions
and comments. Please feel free to contact Co-chairs Amy Slack at 703-
549~3412 or Sarah Haut at 703-838-9060, and President Bil
Hendrickson at 703-549-7365 (days), 703-519-9410 (evenings).
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Alexandria City Council o-1S-0a-
June 15 2002 Docket

Development Special Use Permit #2002-15

2100 MT VERNON AVENUE (WELSH SITE)

|

June 14, 2002

Re: The issue of zoning above named property from R-2-5/Residential (CL Pending) and
CL/Commetcial Low

[ am a resident of one of the townhouses on East Windsor Avenue. 1 am concerned about
the development of an industrial venture under my bedroom window and near my front
door. This building/business is only 65 feet from the Methodist Ministers’ bedroom
window at 108 East Windsor and only about 100 feet from my bedroom window at

113C East Windsor Avenue. Mr. Tom Welsh operates his business (i.e. saws, drills and
other woodworking equipment) “whenever he has time”. . .i.e. morning, noon and night.

Apparently, the Alexandria Planning Commission feels this is appropriate use of the
residential lot which faces Windsor Avenue. However, Mr. Robinson of the Planning
Commission heard my complaint about the noise and air pollution, during the meeting of
4 June 2002 and advised Mr. Welsh to use equipment that would control the air pollution.
He further advised Mr. Welsh not to operate the saws, etc. at night.

I would therefore, respectfully request the hours to be set at something like 8:30 am. to
6:00 p.m. daily and closed on Sunday.

Thank you for your consideration.

@ . O , HM&QL
C. O. Herda
113C East Windsor Avenue

Alexandria, Virginia
(703) 836-7318




5 June 2002
Mr. Robinson
624 South St. Asoph Street
Alexandria, Virginia 22301

Dear Mr. Robinson:

T am writing this note of thanks for your attention to the details of the agenda item
#15A & B (4 June Docket) regarding the Special Use Permit for Tom Welsh’s carpentry
and paint shop (which is actually on Windsor Avenue although the package is identified
as 2100 Mt. Vernon Avenue). I very much appreciate your telling him clearly that no
woodworking should be done at night, and further that no odors or noise be projected.
That was worth the 4 hours of waiting to be heard. I am sure Pastor Friend whose
bedroom widow is 65 feet from that shop also appreciates your help.

It is truly frustrating to come home in the evenings and hear the “saw-mill” running.
I really do believe this is an industrial venture — most growing cities do not want
industrial industries within the city limits but Alexandria seems to be unique.

In 1984 and 1985 I went to City Planning with an issue for the development of a parking
Jot on the residential property beside my house (2010-2016 Mt Vernon Avenue). 1 did
“win” a 65 foot long brick wall to separate the business from my property along with
provisions for drainage, lighting, an 8 foot set-back from the wall, some landscaping and
the provision that no auto maintenance would be performed in the parking lot. All those
concessions seem to be gone in 2002, now, except the wall, a tree and bush and the
drainage. T have asked Amy Slack of the Del Ray Civic Association, to help me research
this to see why the agreements “Encoded” in 1985 are no longer effective from the ruling
Mayor Beatley signed on. Because of this, I am concerned that the concessions agreed
upon last night will only be temporary.

You have a difficult job of balancing the commercial ventures with the residential
property owners, but I am grateful for your assistance in the case of Windsor Avenue.

Respectfully,

GO e

Carolyn O. Herda
113C East Windsor Avenue
Alexandria, Virginia 22301
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Tax Map Reference 034-04-02-03 Page 1 of 4
My purpose s to direct your attention to the issue of changing the zoning of
Mr. Tom Welsh’s garage/workshop/lot from Residential to Commercial. This is the lot
behind the Beauty Salon which Mrs. Anne Welsh operates at 2100 Mt. Vernon Avenue.
The information provided is that this business is similar to an “arts and crafts”
venture like a pottery shop and therefore is a proper addition to our neighborhood
in Del Ray. If you believe this, let me tell you something about this venture.
Mr. Tom Welsh introduced himself to me as a building contractor (his words). His
business, building wood products, such as Cabinets, etc. is not an “arts and crafts”
business. It is normally classified as light-industrial and belongs in an industrial park on
Route 1 or in Shirlington. It does not belong in the backyards of this family-oriented
community. Woodworking involves screeching electric saws, drills, presses, fine, misty
sawdust, paints, solvents, thinners, acids, glue and other hazardous materials.
Furthermore, Mr. Walsh has been operating his business in his backyard for at least the
last 1 %2 years and venting these materials out into the neighborhood. Mr. Walsh has
advised me his hours are 8:00 a.m.until 8:00 p.m. However, Mr. Walsh is in business for
profit, and therefore works toward his product due date. In other words he works until
he finishes his task — regardless of the time or day which is normal for industry. That is
another reason this business belongs in an industrial park. The reason I know these

details, is because my bedroom window is across the street from the garage/workshop

equipment morning, noon and night.




Page 2 of 4
I am not the only person on Windsor Avenue who is aware of the noise and hazardous

waste. The Methodist Minister and his wife have their bedroom window on the
ground floor of the Parsonage, some 120 feet from the workshop. Pastor Friend
has been with the Del Ray United Methodist Church for 1 % years and has been plagued
with health problems since he moved into the Parsonage. Originally these problems
were attributed to the mold which grew in the insulation under the house caused
by improper drainage from the driveway. However, once the drainage problem was
addressed, new insulation installed, new padding and carpeting installed, the walls
cleaned and painted, the hope was that the health problems would resolve.
Unfortunately, Pastor Friend and his wife continue to have health problems. The
$30,000 that the Congregation spent on the Parsonage has relieved but not corrected the
problems. They continue to have sinus infections and other issues related to immme
system compromises. These conditions DO IMPROVE once they are away from this
area.
Additionally, there is daily exposure of the Nursery School children in back of the
Church where time is spent in the enclosed play area (around 200 ft from the workshop)
and occasionally on the front lawn of the church. The afier-school program, exposes the
older children to the same chemical elements.
The people at the outdoor seating area of the Thai Restaurant are being
showered with these same hazardous materials as are the people at the outdoor seating
area of St. Elmo’s, a block away. They are all unaware of this exposure.
Many residents in the area are retirees who enjoy sitting on their porches or decks with

their morning cup of coffee, reading the paper or their bibles. Many of these seniors
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already have health problems and are unaware of being exposed to new ones.

If you think paint, solvents, thinners, etc. are not hazardous materials, ask yourself
why would Alexandria City Officials restrict disposal of these products? Youasa

resident may not put them in the trash. You must wait until the designated date in the
Spring and in the Fall for the city to collect them; otherwise, you must take them to
the Hazardous Waste Materials site on Wheeler Avenue.

Let me make an analogy to this issue with a favorite old story by Hans Christian
Anderson’s “The Emperotr’s New Clothes”, in which two strangers came to town with a
proposal appealing to the Emperor’s vanity for new clothes. They would weave a very
fine cloth from gold and silver coins and make a very fine fabric which only wise men
could see. Those who could not see this fabric were stupid or unfit for office. The

Emperor was intrigued and provided the strangers with the gold and silver they wanted,

along with a palace room in which to weave the wonderful cloth. The Ministers all went
to see the fabric —and could see nothing — but feared this admission would indicate they
were stupid or unfit for office. Therefore, they all praised the weavers for their fine work
and when the Emperor put on the invisible outfit and paraded down the street to the
festival, all the villagers gathered to admire the new clothes. A small child pushed
forward to see and said “The Emperor is naked”. The guard tried to hush up the child,
but the child again said, “He has nothing on at all”. The villagers nodded and whispered
to one another, “Our Emperor is naked”.

I am that voice among the villagers...and I am telling you...this venture is a light
industrial business which uses hazardous materials. It is a FAIRY TALE to call it an

“Arts and Crafts” venture.
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Mr. Tom Welsh will make a considerable sum of money when he sells these two

pieces of property as a commercial package. The City Treasurer will also be happy with
the new tax basis they will have.
THE PUNCH LINE FOR YOU, THE RESIDENT IS...

The reason this commercial venture will affect your property values, is that people
who buy a $250,000 to $300,000 house do not normally invest this type of money in
a piece of property beside an industrial park. Ask yourself the question, “Would I
buy a home in Del Ray if I knew I was exposing my family to hazardous waste?

“Would anyone else buy my home at the current rates if they were aware of this
light “industrial-type” business”? THE ANSWER IS NO!

And lastly if none of this is meaningful to you, ask the folks who live near
American University, (where the Army buried the experimental weapons) and where all
the children have high levels of Arsenic in their blood, “how do they like their
neighborhood now™?

I spent some 40 years working with the Federal Government (33 years with the
Navy) and I can tell you Department of Defense DOES NOT KNOW what to do about all
the toxic waste they have created. YES, they will tell you that some 25-30 years later,
there is no after-eflect from the weapons and other toxins buried in that area.

I AM TELLING YOU THAT IS ALSO A FAIRYTALE!

Respectiully,

C.0O. Herda

113C East Windsor Avenue
Alexandria, Virginia
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. APPLICATION for
DEVELOPMENT SPECIAL USE PERMIT with SITE PLAN
DSUP # 2002 -cl &
PROJECT NAME: __ Wiz s it frepory

PROPERTY LOCATION: /[ 6D T~ Vet o) AveE

TAXMAP.REFERENCE: 0340y o2 'o%  ZONE: #25% -?Ct_
APPLICANT Name: _—7 Jizmas 4 —demse=== Wers it
Address: 246 0 VERAon/ A’\/t’f

PROPERTY OWNER Name: oAME /b Anevis

Address:

SUMMARY OF PROPOSAL: ZePAee AN exISTING sThuctues L TH A \whod -
WitciNe Surd o Busmless  OFFICe

MODITFICATIONS REQUESTED: e i [flowm. THRANS: el 26~ Sor BAcit.

QUi nEmaNTs
APRIO vk  F AN EBXISTING« mto—n AntAanNce VT

SUP’s REQUESTED: witicd FAL FlLLs THe ENTIZE M/ NG Lo Qulesm eni

THE UNDERSIGNED hereby appiies for Development Site Plan, with Special Use Permit, approval in accordance with the
provisions of the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Alexandria, Virginia,

THE UNDERSIGNED, having obtained permission from the property owner, hereby grants permission to the City of
Alexandria to post placard notice on the property for whuch this application is requested, pursuant to Article XI, Section 11-301 (B) of
the 1992 Zoning Ordinance of the City of Alexandria, Virginia,

THE UNDERSIGNED also attests that all of the information herein provided and specifically including all surveys, drawings,
etc., required of the applicant are true, correct and accurate to the best of his knowledge and belief.

T Herws T Was it 4,4/%4/ S pbpl

——
—

Print Name of Applicant or Agent /S.:.gnature

ZI& T VAN A %3 SYFISES _Pe3 - 361977
Mailing/Street Address Telephone # Fax #

Ao, VA 7230/ </zd/02

city and State Zip Code ' ! Date

DOQNOT WRITE BELOW THIS LINE - QFFICE USE ONLY

Application Received: Received Plans for Completeness:
Fee Paid & Date: § Received Plans for Preliminary:

ACTION - PLANNING COMMISSION: _6/04/02 RECOMMEND APPROVAL 7-0

ACTION - CITY COUNCIL: 6/15/02PH—-@SEEIATTACHEDY (SEPARATE MOTION)

07/26/99 pizoning\pc-applorms\app-sp2  *
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REPORTS OF BOARDS, COMMISSIONS AND COMMITTEES (continued)
ACTION CONSENT CALENDAR (continued)

Pianning Commission (continued) |
8. City Council approved the Planning Commission recommendation.
10.  City Council approved the Plannin_g Commission recemmendation.
11.  City Councii approved the Planning Commission recommendation.

12. City Council approved the Planning Commission recommendation.
(Separate Motion)

13.  City Council introduced the Ordinance on First Reading; set it for Public
Hearing, Second Reading and Final Passage on Tuesday, June 25, 2002. (Separate
Motion)

14.  City Council infroduced the Ordinance on First Reading; set it for Public
Hearing, Second Reading and Final Passage on Tuesday, June 25, 2002. (Separate
Motion)

% City Council approved the Planning Commission recommendation with
the following amendments: condition #6 was amended to read as follows: “6,
The applicant shall piant large shade trees to the satisfaction of the Director of
Planning and Zoning.”; and condition #12 was amended to read as follows: “12,
The hours of operating woodworking equipment shall be limited to 7 a.m. to 6
p.m. Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Saturday, and not on Sunday.”
{Separate Motion)

16.  City Council approved the Planning Cornmission recommendation.
17.  City Council approved the Planning Commission recommendation.

18. City Council approved the Pl‘anning Commission recommendation.
(Separate Motion) .

END OF ACTION CONSENT CALENDAR
Council Action:

REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE CITY MANAGER

19. Consideration of the Report and Recommendation of the Budget and Fiscal
Affairs Advisory Commission in Regard to the Proposed 0.5 cent Regional
Transportation Sales Tax. (Not a public hearing item.)

City Council endorsed the sales tax referendum and will work on behalf of its
passage for the future of this community.
Council Action:




