EXHIBIT No. ____ [

City of Alexandria, Virginia o

[O-]3-0f
MEMORANDUM
DATE: OCTOBER 35, 2001
TO: THE HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF CITY COUNCIL
FROM: PHILIP SUNDERLAND, CITY MANAGE

SUBJECT:  PUBLIC COMMENT ON THE DESIGN, PLANTINGS AND PROGRAMS
AT KING STREET GARDENS PARK

ISSUE: Public Comment on the Design, Plantings and Programs at King Street Gardens Park.

RECOMMENDATION: That City Council receive public comment on the Design, Plantings
and Programs at King Street Gardens Park.

BACKGROUND: At the March 27, 2001 City Council meeting, Councilman Speck asked that
the City Manager come back to Council with a general history of King Street Gardens Park, and
provide information on what are the perceived problems with the park and what, if anything,
Council could do to address them (Attachment 1).

DISCUSSION: At the June 26 Council meeting, Councilman Speck suggested that a public
hearing be scheduled in the fall on King Street Gardens Park. At this meeting, City Council also
considered and approved staff recommendations relating to park enhancements because of the
perceived problems with the park (Attachment 1). These enhancements included new planting
strategies, a vendor cart, concerts and lighting. Attachment 2 contains the approved
enhancements and the current status of each.

FISCAL IMPACT: The cost for the new planting strategies which include plants, pots, soil,
mulch, and soil preparation is estimated at $12,440. This expense will be spread over several
fiscal years as plants are phased in. To date, $3,500 has been spent on planting strategies.
Currently, there is an annual budget of $7,045 for maintenance of the King Street Gardens Park.
This expense is anticipated to increase to $8,500 annually, mostly due to the need for additional
staff time for care of the new plants. The recommended new planting strategies will be funded
from remaining donations for the King Street Gardens project. Currently, the donation account
for the project has an available balance of approximately $36,970.

The cost for the four concerts totals $1,400, which includes the cost for performer fees and sound
support, and is included in the Recreation Department’s Special Events budget. The estimated
cost for the holiday concerts, which is also included in the Recreation Department’s Special
Events budget, totals approximately $1,000. The cost of lighting the park during the winter
months of November through February will be approximately $1,200, and these costs in FY 2002
will be absorbed by the Recreation Department.



ATTACHMENTS: 1. Memorandum dated June 18, 2001

STAFF:

2. Status of Enhancements at Kings Street Gardens Park

Sandra Whitmore, Director

Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities
Janet Barnett, Deputy Director

Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities
Kirk Kincannon, Deputy Director

Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities
Chery! Anne Powalisz, Recreation Supervisor 1

Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities
Patricia McManus, Landscape Architect

Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities
John Walsh, City Horticulturalist

Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities
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MEMORANDUM
DATE: JUNE 18, 2001
TO: THE HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF CITY COUNCIL
FROM: PHILIP SUNDERLAND, CITY MANAGEK6
SUBJECT:  CONSIDERATION OF ENHANCEMENTS RELATING TOTHEKING STREET

GARDENS PARK AND RESOLUTION TO ALLOW TEMPORARY VENDING
OPERATIONS IN THE PARK DURING SUMMER 2001

ISSUE: Consideration of enhancements relating to the King Street Gardens Park and resolution
to allow temporary vending operations in the Park during summer 2001.

RECOMMENDATION: That City Council:

(1) Maintain the design of the King Street Gardens Park and approve implementation of staff
recommendations relating to park enhancements that include new planting strategies, a
vendor cart, concerts, and lighting; and '

(2)  Adopt the attached resolution (Attachment 1) to allow the vendor selected and monitored
by the Department of Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities temporary use of King
Street Gardens Park for the sole purpose of providing pre-packaged food and non-
alcoholic beverage items, for sale, operating from a food cart on site, from July through
October 2001, as authorized by Section 6-104 of the Zoning Ordinance.

BACKGROUND: At the March 27, 2001 City Council meeting, Councilman Speck asked that
the City Manager come back to Council with a general history of King Street Gardens Park, and
provide information on what are the perceived problems with the park and what, if anything,
Council could do to address them (Attachment 2).

DISCUSSION: In the late 1980's, the King Street Task Force was formed to guide development
in the area surrounding the King Street Metro Station. Included in the discussions was the
development of a 15,000 square-foot triangular plot of land adjacent to the Metro Station, Two
goals were established for the land: to create a park of national significance that would provide a
respite in the only public space in the area’s high-density urban environment; and to designa
work of public art that would incorporate Alexandria's distinct historical significance, integrating
public art and creating a memorable civic image in a fluid urban landscape.



In 1989, the King Street Task F orce, the Alexandria Park and Recreation Commission, the
Alexandria Department of Recreation, Parks and Cuitura) Activities, and the Alexandria
Cominission for the Arts Joined in a partnership to create the King Street Gardens Committee

In May 1990, a design team from Seattle, Washington, won the national competition. Town
meetings and workshops were held to gather community input and to refine the proposal. In June
1991, City Council endorsed the design.

The winning King Street Gardens Park design received the largest available Art in Public Places
grant award ($30,000) from both the National Endowment for the Arts and from the Virginia
Commission for the Arts (820,000).

Additional fund-raising opportunities included the “Buy the Brick” program which generated
2,500 brick orders totaling $145,840, and the Naming and General Support Opportunities
program which generated $49,865. The King Street Gardens Committee also approached local
foundations, the Commonwealth of Virginia and the Federal Government through a grant
application program. This effort raised $142,780, including an ISTEA Federal program grant of
$125,000.

The King Street Gardens Park design received citations from the American Institute of

Award of Excellence in 1992. Also in 1992, the Smithsonian Institution’s Traveling Exhibition
Service included the King Street Gardens Park design as part of the “Fragile Ecologies” exhibit
that traveled to ten cities nationwide. In Spring 1993, two invitational presentations on the King
Street Gardens project were held at the Harvard University School of Design. In the fall of 1994,
an invitational presentation about the King Street Gardens project was held at the Tate Gallery,
London, England.

The Park was dedicated October 4,1997. The total cost of the King Street Gardens project was
approximately $1.2 million, of which $395,000 was for the site acquisition and approximately
$800,000 was for design and construction,

PERCEIVED PROBLEMS: People have commented that the Park is dark, and that the vines are

dead or need to be replaced. Staff have also had comments regarding the weedy, grassy
appearance of the wetland garden. Callers have also commented on the height and look of the
steel topiary, the hanging gardens and trelljs columns, stating that the structure is too tall for the
setting, and that it is not €asy to understand the images presented by the structure.

If the topiary were removed, as some have suggested, the cost for tota] removal would be
approximately $20,000. If only the top tier of the topiary were removed, the cost is estimated at
$30,000 which includes the redoing of the lighting rods, redoing the wiring for the vines, cold
galvanizing the cuttings on the topiary, and the priming and painting. If there are Structural

changes made to the Park, some contributions, grants and the “brick” money may need to be



RECOMMENDATION: In light of the significant investment in the creation of King Street
Gardens Park, staff recommends that, for now, the design of the Park be maintained, and that

specific steps be taken to improve the Park’s appearance and to enhance activity at the park.
Staff has developed a strategy to improve the appearance of the park by adding plants with more
year-round interest and color, and by replacing existing plants in the wetland garden with new
plants that are more colorful in appearance and refate better to the urban setting. If Council
approves staff reccommendations, the following specific actions will occur:

1. Grassy plants in the wetland garden will be replaced with native flowering perennials and
shrubs that will provide color for most of the year.

2.  Shrubs in the linear planting strips at the street edges on King Street and Daingerfield Road
will be removed and replaced with low evergreen ground covers and annuals in order to
open up views to the sunken garden,

3. Evergreen and flowering vines will be added to the tricorn structure for a longer season of
interest. The current grape vines, which offer no ornamental interest and retain their brown
leaves during the winter, will be removed.

4. Vines, which are not performing well in the hanging gardens, such as English ivy and
climbing hydrangea, will be removed and replaced with more vigorous flowering and
evergreen vines that have a longer season of interest. The lavender wisteria will be
replaced over time with a white wisteria, which was the original design intent.

5. The base of each trellis column and the street tree pits on King Street will be planted with
evergreen ground covers. Pots of annuals will be added near seating areas under the trellis
for additional color.

Planting improvements will be phased as follows: vines will be removed and replaced slowly
over the next few years, starting in summer of 2001, so that the structures do not appear bare as
the vines are replaced; clean up and replanting of the wetland garden will occur in fall of 2001;
and annuals will be planted at the corner of King Street and Daingerfield Road in summer of
2001; and, maintenance of this site will be improved with additional staffing starting in summer
of 2001.

Staff also recommends that during the winter months, the Park be lit with small white lights to
improve the appearance.

In addition, during the original planning of King Street Gardens Park, the King Street Gardens
Committee envisioned a food and beverage cart on the park property, attracting residents,
tourists, and employees from the area. This concept has the support of KISMET, the West King
Street Neighborhood Association, and the King Street Metro Task Force, and staff believes this
will help increase activity in the park.

The Department of Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities, working with the Purchasing
Department, issued an Informal Solicitation for Proposals (ISP) in the fall of 2000. Although
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care was given to advertise the opportunity through the local business community and the
Alexandria Chamber of Commerce, only one proposal was received. Afier review and
discussions with both citizen groups and the bidder, it was determined that the proposal was not
acceptable. The ISP was re-issued in March 2001, then extended upon the request of the West
King Street Neighborhood Association, in an effort to maximize the number of submissions.

The SUP application will be completed this summer and submitted for the Planning
Commission’s consideration in the fall, if the project is to continue.

Finally, summer concerts are scheduled which staff believes will bring more activity to the Park.
Concerts are planned as follows: June 26, 12:15 p.m., Michael Mulvaney, acoustic blues and roll;
July 10, 12:15 p.m., Charles Parente, acoustic pop and contemporary folk; July 24, 7:30 p.m.,
Bill Parsons, family fun and high energy acoustic pop; and, August 7, 7:30 p.m., 2™ Story, world
beat blues.

the King Street Gardens project. Currently, the donation account for the project has an available
balance of approximately $41,800.

The vendor for the vending cart will pay a nominal fee to the City. This amount is yet to be
determined, as the contract has not yet been secured.

The cost for the four concerts totals $1,400 which includes the cost for performer fees and sound
support, and is included in the Recreation Department’s Special Events budget,

ATTACHMENTS:

1. Proposed Resolution to Allow Temporary Vending Operations in King Street Gardens
During Summer 2001
2. Action Docket, March 27, 2001 City Council Meeting.

STAFF:




Sandra Whitmore, Director, Recreation, Department of Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities

Janet Barnett, Deputy Director, Department of Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities

Kirk Kincannon, Deputy Director, Department of Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities

Cheryl Anne Powalisz, Alexandria Commission for the Arts, Department of Recreation, Parks
and Cultural Activities

Patricia McManus, Landscape Architect Supervisor, Department of Recreation, Parks and
Cultural Activities

Angela Smith, Budget Analyst, Office of Management and Budget




RESOLUTION NO.

'WHEREAS, a vending operation at King Street Gardens during the summer months would
assist in the creation of a positive, community environment for local residents, tourists, and area
workers; and

WHEREAS, the original King Street Gardens Committee envisioned a food and beverage
cart and service on the King Street Gardens park property; and

WHEREAS, the West King Street Neighborhood Association, KISMET, and the King
Street Metro Task Force support this concept; and

WHEREAS, the vendor selected from the recent solicitation process doeg not have
sufficient time to obtain an approved special use permit for the summer 2001 season; and

WHEREAS, the City of Alexandria’s Zoning Ordinance, Article VI Special and Overlay
Zones, 6-104 Temporary Uses and Structures allows City Council, by resolution, to authorize
temporary uses and structures compatible with the purposes of the POS zone;

NOw, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Alexandria,
Virginia;

1. That temporary vending at King Street Gardens be authorized for the summer of 2001;
and

2. That the City Manager, through the Department of Recreation, Parks and Cultural
Activities, provide supervision of the vendor selected and the vending operation; and

3. That the vending operation can be terminated by the City Manager at any time for
unsatisfactory performance; and

4. That the term of this temporary authorization will be from July 1, 2001 until October 31,
2001, unless extended by resolution of City Council adopted prior to October 31 » 2001.

ADOPTED: June 26, 2001

Kerry J. Donley MAYOR
On behalf of the City Council
of Alexandria, Virginia

ATTEST:

Beverly 1. Jett City Clerk




DOCKET -- MARCH 27, 2001 - REGULAR MEETING - PAGE 8

ORAL PRESENTATIONS BY MEMBERS OF CITY COUNCIL {continued)

()] Councilman Speck asked that City Council consider King Street Gardens.
City Manager Sunderland will come back to Council with a general history of King
Street Gardens, go through what are the perceived problems, what if anything Council
¢an do and make a definitive decision,
Council Action:

New Business Itern No. 1. City Manager Sunderland distributed to Council the

proposed FY 2002 budget on CD which is available for members of the public by
calling the Budget Office at 703-838-4780. He aiso reported that the budget message
has been translated into Spanish and is being distributed.

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS
CONSENT CALENDAR (19-20)

19.  Introduction and First Reading. Consideration. Passage on First Reading of
AN ORDINANCE to establish the real estate and personal property tax rates
for celendar year 2001.

20.  Introduction and First Reading. Consideration, Passage on First Reading of AN
ORDINANCE to modify the membership of the Alexandria Commission for
Women.

END OF CONSENT CALENDAR

19.  City Council introduced and passed the Ordinance on its first reading, set
it for public hearing on Tuesday, April 17, 2001, and for second reading and final
passage on Monday, May 7, 2001.

20.  City Council introduced and bassed the Ordinance on its first reading,
and set it for public hearing, second reading and final passage on Tuesday, April 10,
2001.
Council Action;

21.  Introduction and First Reading. Passage on First and Second Readings of AN
ORDINANCE to adopt Supplement No. 24 to the Zoning Ordinance of the City of
Alexandria, Virginia, as amended, and to provide for the repeal of ordinancas not
included therein, except those saved from repeal by lhis ordinance, and for other
purposes. [ROLL-.CALL VOTE]

City Council finally passed the Ordinance on ils first and second readings.
ORD. NO, 4193
Coungil Action;

22.  Consideration of Budget Resolution. [ROLL-CALL VOTE]

City Council adopted the budget resolution in order to provide a framework for
budget consideration by the present Council. RES. NO. 1998
Council Action:




RESOLUTION NO. 2004

WHEREAS, a vending eperation at King Street Gardens during the
Summer months would assist in the creation of a positive, community
environment for local residents, tourists, and area workers; ang

WHEREAS, the original King Street Gardens Committee envisioned a
foed ana beverage cart ang service on the King Street Gardens park
preperty;: and

WHERBAS, the West King Street Neighborhood Association, KISMET, and
the King Street Metro Task Force Support this concept; and

WHEREAS, the City of Alexandria’s Zoning Ordinance, Article VI,
Special and Overlay Zones, 6-104, Temporary Uses ang Structures, allows
City Council, by resolution, to authorijze temporary uses and structures
compdtible with the purposes of the POS zone;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE 1T RESOLVED by the Council of the City of
Alexandria, Virginia;

1. That temporary vending at King Street Gardens be authorjzed for
the summer of 2001; and

2. That the City Manager, through the Department of Recreation,
Parks and Cultural Activities, provide Supervision of the vendor selected
and the vending operation; and

3. That the vending operation can be terminated by the City Manager
at any time for unsatisfactory performance; and

4. That the term of this temporary authorization will be from July
1, 2001, until Octecber 31, 2001, unless extended by resolution of City
Council adopted prior to October 31, 2001.

ADCPTED: June 26, 2001

KERRY J. D MAYOR

ATTEST:

City Clerk
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Attachment 2

Status of Enhancements at King Street Gardens Park

October 5, 2001

Park Enhancement

Status

Remove and replace vines over the next few
years, starting in summer of 2001,

Some grape and wisteria vines were removed in
summer of 2001. Removal of English Ivy and
climbing Hydrangea will occur in October and
November, and new vines will be planted in
November and in spring of 2002. Vine removal and
replacement will continue to be phased slowly over
the next few years, so that structures remain covered
in vines.

Clean-up and replant the wetland garden in
fall of 2001.

Plants have been ordered and are scheduled for
delivery in mid-October. Clean up of the wetland
garden is scheduled to begin in mid-October.
Planting will be completed by the end of November.

Plant annuals at the corner of King Street and
Daingerfield Road in summer of 2001.

Annuals were planted at the corner of King Street and
Daingerfield Road and in pots under the trellis in
summer of 2001. Summer annuals will be replanted
with fall annuals in October and with winter annuals
in November.

Improve maintenance of the site with
additional staffing starting in summer of
2001.

Improved maintenance and trimming of vines
occurred in summer of 2001, Improved maintenance
of wetland garden with additional staffing will begin
in fali 2001, after planting.

Provide a vendor on site to operate a food and
beverage cart with pre-packaged food on a
trial basis from July through October 2001.
The SUP application will be submitted to the
Planning Commission in fall 2001. In the
interim, Council was asked to approve
Resolution No. 2004 from July 1, 2001 to
October 31, 2001 so that the vendor could
Operate.

A vendor sold refreshments on site for the last
concert of the summer season (August 7, 2001.)
After investigation with the Department of Planning
and Zoning and the City Attorney, it was determined
that the SUP is not required, since the vendor is
performing a park function on park land. Should the
vendor operate beyond October 3 1,2001, an
extension to Resolution No. 2004 will be requested.

Provide summer concerts in the park.

Four concerts took place in the park during the
summer of 2001. Total attendance was
approximately 900 people, with greater attendance at
the two daytime concerts as compared to the two
evening concerts. Additional concerts are planned for
the winter holidays.

Light the park with small white lights during
the winter months of November - F ebruary.

Lights are scheduled to be installed on the underside
of the arbor before November 23.

I



/0 -{3-0/
Alexandria, Virginia
Office of the City Manager
City Hall 301 King St.
Alexandria, Virginia 22314
NEWS RELEASE
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Media Inquiries: Barbara J. Gordon
September 27, 2001 703.838.3861

CITY COUNCIL SEEKS CITIZEN COMMENT
ON KING STREET GARDENS PARK

One of the first items on the agenda for the Alexandria City Council public hearing on Saturday,
Oct. 13, 2001, will be the King Street Gardens Park. The meeting begins at 9:30 am in the City Council
Chamber, City Hall, 301 King St.

Alexandria residents will have the opportunity to comment on the design, plantings and programs
at the King Street Gardens Park. The park is located at the intersection of King Street and Diagonal
Road.
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Linda M. Holiand
206 Commonwealth Avenue
Alexandria, Virginia 22301

September 28, 2001

Mayor and Members of Council
City Hall

301 King Street

Alexandria, Virginia 22314

Dear Mr. Mayor and Members of the City Council:

I have lived in the City of Alexandria for over 30 years; on Edsall Road in the west end,
Harvard Street in the upper King Street sector, and currently on Commonwealth Avenue in
Rosemont. T have watched many changes take place in my city and I am writing to you today to
express my concern for the future of the King Street Gardens Park. I like the park and don’t want
to see any changes made to it. My husband and I have been supporters of the effort to develop
and build the park as a gateway to our city. We purchased a brick commemorating our family as
a means to help raise the money necessary }o complete the park. 1am concerned that the opinions
that have been voiced of late do not represent my views.

King Street Gardens Park did not happen in a vacuum, The development of this park on
King Street went through an art selection process and dozens of planning sessions at which
citizens were given an opportunity to express their concerns. The design was accepted by the
City at each stage of its development. Funding for the gardens has come from federal and state
grants, donations and grants from over 2,000 people and money collected from the sale of over
2,500 engraved bricks. In addition to being a green space in a part of the city covered with
concrete and asphalt, the park is a living, ever-changing sculpture. It is a work of art and I would
like it to remain as it was originally envisioned.

I'hope you will enter my letter into the public record as a supporter of the King Street
Gardens Park. Thank you for your consideration of my concerns.

Sincerely,

Linda M. Holland

cc. Phil Sunderland, City Manager




Racecoed L\G aa
S115. Lee Street

Alexandria, VA 22314 -BJZAL

September 24, 2001

RE: King Street Gardens Park

The Mayor
Members of City Council
City Manager

Dear Mayor Kerry J. Donley,

I've had my doubts about our kids from time to time, when they were teenagers. I've had my doubts
about King Street Gardens Park from time to time and it is not yet out of the awkward stage, but I
would like to see it grow up. Please give it a chance, the kids turned out fine.

And as for the grandchildren - well, Tony and I bought each of them an engraved brick so that,
although not living here, they would feel a connection with our City and it matters to us that these
bricks remain in place.

At our last meeting the Beautification Commission informally discussed King Street Gardens Park
with Trish McManus, City Landscape Architect, who had some good ideas about modifying the
plantings. No member suggested changing the structure. Let it be left. Thank you.

Sincerely,

0 Howl "

Jennifer Hollings y

) LA

cc: Friends of King Street Gardens Park
Trish McManus, City Landscape Architect
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PETITION 10/3/01

We, the undersigned residents of Alexandria, request that the City do everything
necessary to improve the appearance of King Street Garden Park, located at the
intersection of King St., Diagonal Rd. and Daingerfield Rd. We most strongly object
to the large steel “tricorn hat” structure and request that it be removed and replaced
with features appropriate to the historic architecture of Old Town, such as a fountain,

trees and seasonal plants.

NAME

%W

ADDRESS

z/\fm\?;w

40\3 Alieatt S, v%wdwlfw Ud\

Y623 C/ﬂu&‘% e~ Lo

4, @M\ E

4023 W;}%C@QMUA

2.7-30 Y

yoz;&MW%ﬁ%

Nenn, (A=
6. /2% by

H037] Cpett St fbs a2d04

7. Whaw bert [/{/(Sm,c&y

o286 EWwtt S AU, VA& 22364

o Pd el en

WX BEWwt . Ak, Va s

o CZ AL

Yo 7E FriripT 757 ALY L

ad }<lml\

dold g1 .t St AL VA

WS- mﬂw

Ap0 S W) ot SF N%QW)
[ 4D XUA: N

12. %W%W

Lott Elyiatt S¥. (ey. U

13. g"‘l‘e\lc_ Buh‘??

4’007 g”! C"H 9‘-

1@ﬂ/w Vhagy D5

YOO F €[/ ca#_c—r«

_J/&Lcﬁj Heffner

Yoz Ellicolt ST




PETITION ‘ 10/3/01

We, the undersigned residents of Alexandria, request that the City do everything
necessary to improve the appearance of King Street Garden Park, located at the
intersection of King St., Diagonal Rd. and Daingerfield Rd. We most strongly object
to the large steel “tricorn hat” structure and request that it be removed and replaced
with features appropriate to the historic architecture of Old Town, such as a fountain,
trees and seasonal plants.
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PETITION 10/3/01

We, the undersigned residents of Alexandria, request that the City do everything
necessary to improve the appearance of King Street Garden Park, located at the
intersection of King St., Diagonal Rd. and Daingerfield Rd. We most strongly object
to the large steel “tricorn hat” structure and request that it be removed and replaced
with features appropriate to the historic archltecture of Old Town, such as a fountain,
trees and seasonal plants.
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PETITION ‘ 10/3/01

We, the undersigned residents of Alexandria, request that the City do everything
necessary to improve the appearance of King Street Garden Park, located at the
intersection of King St., Diagonal Rd. and Daingerfield Rd. We most strongly object
to the large steel “tricorn hat” structure and request that it be removed and replaced
with features appropriate to the historic architecture of Old Town, such as a fountain,

trees and seasonal plants.
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PETITION " 10/3/01

We, the undersigned residents of Alexandria, request that the City do everything
necessary to improve the appearance of King Street Garden Park, located at the
intersection of King St., Diagonal Rd. and Daingerfield Rd. We most strongly object
to the large steel “tricorn hat” structure and request that it be removed and replaced
with features appropriate to the historic architecture of Old Town, such as a fountain,

trees and seasonal plants.
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PETITION ‘ 10/3/01

We, the undersigned residents of Alexandria, request that the City do everything
necessary to improve the appearance of King Street Garden Park, located at the
intersection of King St., Diagonal Rd. and Daingerfield Rd. We most strongly object
to the large steel “tricorn hat” structure and request that it be removed and replaced
with features appropriate to the historic architecture of Old Town, such as a fountain,
trees and seasonal plants.
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PETITION ‘ 10/3/01

We, the undersigned residents of Alexandria, request that the City do everything
necessary to improve the appearance of King Street Garden Park, located at the
intersection of King St., Diagonal Rd. and Daingerfield Rd. We most strongly object
to the large steel “tricorn hat” structure and request that it be removed and replaced
with features appropriate to the historic architecture of Old Town, such as a fountain,
trees and seasonal plants.
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PETITION " 10/3/01

We, the undersigned residents of Alexandria, request that the City do everything
necessary to improve the appearance of King Street Garden Park, located at the
intersection of King St., Diagonal Rd. and Daingerfield Rd. We most strongly object
to the large steel “tricorn hat” structure and request that it be removed and replaced
with features appropriate to the historic archltecture of Old Town, such as a fountain,

trees and seasonal plants. @94/«@4/’ ¢ 2l M e C’M
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PETITION * 10/3/01

We, the undersigned residents of Alexandria, request that the City do everything
necessary to improve the appearance of King Street Garden Park, located at the
intersection of King St., Diagonal Rd. and Daingerfield Rd. We most strongly object
to the large steel “tricorn hat” structure and request that it be removed and replaced
with features appropriate to the historic architecture of Old Town, such as a fountain,
trees and seasonal plants.
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PETITION ‘ 10/3/01

We, the undersigned residents of Alexandria, request that the City do everything
necessary to improve the appearance of King Street Garden Park, located at the
intersection of King St., Diagonal Rd. and Daingerfield Rd. We most strongly object
to the large steel “tricorn hat” structure and request that it be removed and replaced
with features appropriate to the historic architecture of Old Town, such as a fountain,

trees and seasonal plants.
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Petition 10/3/01

We, the undersigned residents of Alexandria, request that the City
do everything necessary to improve the appearance of King Street
Garden Park, located at the intersection of King Street, Diagonal
Road and Dangerfield Road. We most strongly object to the large
steel  tricorn hat” structure and request that it be removed and
replaced with features appropriate to the historic architecture of
Old Town such as a fountain, trees and seasonal plantings.
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PETITION ‘ 10/3/01

We, the undersigned residents of Alexandria, request that the City do everything
necessary to improve the appearance of King Street Garden Park, located at the
intersection of King St., Diagonal Rd. and Daingerfield Rd. We most strongly object
to the large steel “tricorn hat” structure and request that it be removed and replaced
with features appropriate to the historic architecture of Old Town, such as a fountain,
trees and seasonal plants.
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PETITION * 10/3/01

We, the undersigned residents of Alexandria, request that the City do everything
necessary to improve the appearance of King Street Garden Park, located at the
intersection of King St., Diagonal Rd. and Daingerfield Rd. We most strongly object
to the large steel “tricorn hat” structure and request that it be removed and replaced
with features appropriate to the historic architecture of Old Town, such as a fountain,

trees and seasonal plants.
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Petition 10/3/01

We, the undersigned residents of Alexandria, request that the City
do everything necessary to improve the appearance of King Street
Garden Park, located at the intersection of King Street, Diagonal
Road and Dangerfield Road. We most strongly object to the largf/
steel ““ tricorn hat” structure and request that it be removed and
replaced with features appropriate to the historic architecture of
Old Town such as a fountain, trees and seasonal plantings.
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PETITION ‘ 10/3/01

We, the undersigned residents of Alexandria, request that the City do everything
necessary to improve the appearance of King Street Garden Park, located at the
intersection of King St., Diagonal Rd. and Daingerfield Rd. We most strongly object
to the large steel “tricorn hat” structure and request that it be removed and replaced
with features appropriate to the historic architecture of Old Town, such as a fountain,

trees and seasonal plants.

NAME ADDRESS

_ |
1. (/\%/Nz ﬂ-ﬂov 16 WEsT ROSEMnT  AVE 1230/

2 QL&M ROSSQ{\ 520 King street o2 344

3. &G/C( I e ST (or%fi«cfﬁ?/. ffﬂrisw /wé‘:f??;oy
J ’

4.

5.

6.

10.

I1.

12.

13.

14.

15.

/5



PETITION ‘ 10/3/01

We, the undersigned residents of Alexandria, request that the City do everything
necessary to improve the appearance of King Street Garden Park, located at the
intersection of King St., Diagonal Rd. and Daingerfield Rd. We most strongly object
to the large steel “tricorn hat” structure and request that it be removed and replaced
with features appropriate to the historic architecture of Old Town, such as a fountain,
trees and seasonal plants.
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PETITION ‘ 10/3/01

We, the undersigned residents of Alexandria, request that the City do everything
necessary to improve the appearance of King Street Garden Park, located at the
intersection of King St., Diagonal Rd. and Daingerfield Rd. We most strongly object
to the large steel “tricorn hat” structure and request that it be removed and replaced
with features appropriate to the historic architecture of Old Town, such as a fountain,
trees and seasonal plants.
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necessary to improve the appearance of King Street Garden Park, located at the

PETITION ‘ 16/3/01

We, the undersigned residents of Alexandria, request that the City do everything

intersection of King St., Diagonal Rd. and Daingerfield Rd. We most strongly object

to the large steel “tricorn hat” structure and request that it be removed and replaced

with features appropriate to the historic architecture of Old Town, such as a fountain,
trees and seasonal plants.
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PETITION ‘ 10/3/01

We, the undersigned residents of Alexandria, request that the City do everything
necessary to improve the appearance of King Street Garden Park, located at the
intersection of King St., Diagonal Rd. and Daingerfield Rd. We most strongly object
to the large steel “tricorn hat” structure and request that it be removed and replaced
with features appropriate to the historic architecture of Old Town, such as a fountain,

trees and seasonal plants.
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PETITION “ 10/3/01

We, the undersigned residents of Alexandria, request that the City do everything
necessary to improve the appearance of King Street Garden Park, located at the
intersection of King St., Diagonal Rd. and Daingerfield Rd. We most strongly object
to the large steel “tricorn hat” structure and request that it be removed and replaced
with features appropriate to the historic architecture of Oid Town, such as a fountain,
trees and seasonal plants.

NAME ADDRESS

1. K&*& St\rewsbur%/ iz, Commonweal h Owe

2. j/wzz?} w 323 C_a,nem S#- A< oo
3@:@ /s 2994 Nz Hill c-

4. Bcrnardﬂ Smf-’\ 10F S. Wwese <f Frlex , va

,.Z'U‘{(l@/ ;ﬁZ&/ﬂ/ 2 Altandn A Ay Ve

Un

10.

11.

I2.

13.

14.

15.




PETITION “ 10/3/01

We, the undersigned residents of Alexandria, request that the City do everything
necessary to improve the appearance of King Street Garden Park, located at the
intersection of King St., Diagonal Rd. and Daingerfield Rd. We most strongly object
to the large steel “tricorn hat” structure and request that it be removed and replaced
with features appropriate to the historic architecture of Old Town, such as a fountain,
trees and seasonal plants.
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PETITION * 10/3/01

We, the undersigned residents of Alexandria, request that the City do everything
necessary to improve the appearance of King Street Garden Park, located at the
intersection of King St., Diagonal Rd. and Daingerfield Rd. We most strongly object
to the large steel “tricorn hat” structure and request that it be removed and replaced
with features appropriate to the historic architecture of Old Town, such as a fountain,

trees and seasonal plants.
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PETITION ' 10/3/01

We, the undersigned residents of Alexandria, request that the City do everything
necessary to improve the appearance of King Street Garden Park, located at the
intersection of King St., Diagonal Rd. and Daingerfield Rd. We most strongly object
to the large steel “tricorn hat” structure and request that it be removed and replaced
with features appropriate to the historic architecture of Old Town, such as a fountain,

trees and seasonal plants.
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EXHIBIT NO. D <ot OC ol
2001-09-23 o 16l22f: P

The Honorable Kerry J. Donley
City of Alexandria

City Hall, Suite 2300

301 King Street

Alexandria VA 22314-3211

Dear Mayor Donley:

While reading the July 20 issue of the Washington Post, [ came across reporter Ann O’Hanlon’s article
headlined From Aye to Aye-yi-yi. While an interesting overview of the Washington, D.C.-area planning
process, | think the real story is the terrific news that communities are finally taking a close look at the
nuances of urban planning and design, and that citizens are getting involved in the planning process.

What surprised me were the repeated references to Buster Simpson's King Street Gardens Park
project. King Street Gardens Park is not a faceless, poorly designed, or cheaply built structure that fell
under the radar of a planning commission. It is an oasis in the middle of a busy urban square, built
after a very public process that all citizens were invited to participate in, and | expect most residents of
Alexandria take great pleasure in King Street Gardens as a local treasure.

| was also puzzied by Ms. O’Hanlon’s unsubstantiated statements that the park is an “eyesore”
“detested by the public” and “any number of public officials.” i find that difficult to believe, especially
considering the enthusiastic reception the park initially inspired, and the resounding acclaim Mr.
Simpson's projects have received elsewhers.

On a personal level, Mr. Simpson’s projects motivated me to landscape my new home's yard with
drought-tolerant and native plants, and water them with the rain runoff from my roof. King Street
Gardens Park is undoubtedly inspiring gardeners in Alexandria to reconsider their own yards.

If the article's assertion that the City Council is considering everything from tweaking to razing the park
is true, | hope you will rethink this before it's too late. | trust that thoughtful consideration will replace
political rhetoric, and that you will preserve this outstanding and unique park for the benefit of all your
citizens, your visitors, and your guests. The park will become even more beautiful as the plantings
develop and mature — and you will soon find yourself with a sense the park has always been a part of
downtown Alexandria.

While | won't be able to make my case to the Council in person, | hope that when [ visit the

Washington D.C. area, perhaps next year, 'll find King Street Gardens even more spectacular than it
is now.

Sincerely,

pac<a

Mike Fisher

1138 Naval Avenue
Bremerton WA 98312-3829
mfisher198@yahoo.com

CC: The Washington Post; The Alexandria Journal; Alexandria Gazette: Phil Sunderland, Ci
Manager; King Street Gardens Committee; Alexandria Commission for the Arts; Alexandria’A
Forum; past members of King Street Gardens Park and Friends
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October 1, 2001

Mr. Phil Sunderland
City Manager

City Hall

301 Ring Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

Dear Mr. Sunderland:

Please accept this as a grateful expression
of support for King Street Garden Park. As long-time
residents of 0ld Town we followed with pride the careful
planning process that drew accolades far beyond our city
not only for the concept and commitment but for the way
residents across the entire community were invelved.

The design itself has proven to be a model of
pocket-park relief from encroaching urban structures -
a design that other communities have sought to emulate.
The opportunities it provides for communal gatherings
and celebrations in addition to individual repose in
an increasingly distracted urban environment i$ laudible.

We have found King Street Garden Park to bo
all that the creators promised and more. Although we
will be unable to attend the October 13 hearing, we hope
that action will be taken to insure that it will
continue to enhance and enrich the daily life of our
city, its residents and its visitors.

Ve sincerely,

K ¢£L4J4a23%, CZﬁf%fﬂj;/
Jo and Dorothy Coffey

720 Socuth Fairfax Street
Alexamdria, VA 22314-4306
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Wm. E. (Bill) Clayton Jr.
3402 Halcyon Drive
Alexandria, VA 22305-1311
(703) 548-0958
10-10-01

Mayor Kerry Donley

And City Council

City Hall

Alexandria, VA 22314

Dear Mayor Donley and Council Members,

With Saturday’s hearing on the King Street Gardens Park, you will have
fulfilled your duty to hear all sides of the issue. Having done that — just let it be.

If the City of Alexandria is going to set a precedent for letting clamor
decide what is art, it is on a slippery slope indeed. Many people don’t think the Masonic
Memorial is any Taj Mahal, but officials are not considering just taking down the top
portion, or removing the columns. The point is, KSGP went through an exhaustive
process of design, development and recognition. The clamor, what there is of it, arose
only after it was built, and BEFORE the growing plants had a chance to cover the
structure as intended.

Yes, there have been fits and starts in that process. The artists and
architects who designed it were not certain how plants would behave in the urban canyon
that grew around the park. But they have said they are flexible on changing the growing
materials so that their design can be complete, and so Alexandrians will be pleased with
it.

My “investment” in the park, aside from many bricks and a memorial
bench that my wife and I donated to it, is that I coordinated a list of volunteers who
worked hard to sell the brick pledges that salvaged the idea from the recession that
threatened it at birth. At no time in that long period did the City officials say, “Well, let’s
make it smaller. Let’s scrap it altogether. Let’s move it.”” So, don’t do so now. There were
more than 100 volunteers over the years, raising funds. There were more than 2,000
bricks bought as pledges. There were dozens of major supporters, including some names
that are household words in our city.

So, just let it be. Let the parks folks work on the growing plants so that the
park is more attractive to all. Thank you.

Sincerely,

e



Mayor Kerry Doniey
City Council Members
City Hall

301 King Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

Dear Mr. Mayor and Members of the City Council,
This note is to BEG you not to vote to change the KING STREET GARDENS PARK.

My husband and { visited there this past summer and were much impressed with the
artful design and peaceful atmosphere of greenery. We were proud to see the
memorial bench dedicated to our dear aunt in addition to the several bricks in honor
of our family members and friends.

I know it takes time to grow suitable vines and flowering plants in any given area and
atmosphere.

Please ask the critics to be patient and aliow the gardeners time to adjust plants to
suit the location.

I take the liberty to quote a few lines of the poet John Keats (1795-1821):
"A thing of beauty is a joy forever;
It's lovliness increases;
it will never
Pass into nothingness”

Thank all of you for listening to a concerned visitor and contributor to the fine
King Street Gardens Park. Vote to keep it as is!

Most Sincerely,
Eleanor Porter
4212 Rocky Mountain Dr.
Baton Rouge, LA 70814
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CityMail To: CSup924415@aol.com @ INTERNET

cc:
10/17/2001 12:57 PM Subject: Re: King Street Gardens Park

Thank you for your e-mail message. This message is being automatically generated to let you know
that your e-mail has been received. If you have requested readily available information or have
asked a question that can be answered in a few sentences, we will be getting back to you within 10
business days. If you are an Alexandria resident and have requested information that requires a
longer, complex response, please send us your postal mailing address (if not already included in
your e-mail) so that we may respond in writing.

Thank you

CSup92441b6@aol.com

CSup924415@aol.com To: CityMail@Alex

10/12/2001 08:18 PM ce:
/ Subject: King Street Gardens Park

Original Message:Dear Fellow Alexandrians,

The King Street Gardens Park was a gift to the City of Alexandria given with pride and through the
dedicated work of many, many people. Piease do not break faith with the thousands of people
involved in the development of The King Street Gardens Park and with the process that created it.
Instead, ask what can be done to improve the present, award winning design. Improved
maintenance, the lighting that was planned but never installed and an interpretive display would go
a long way to answering the critics of the Park. These steps would cost a fraction of any plan to
tear down, move or reptace the structure of the park.

Remember, too, that some of the most controversial works of their time are now our most revered
treasures.

Yours truly,

Carol Supplee

Imagine Artwear

1124 King Street
Alexandria, VA 22314



EXHIBIT NO. L\['

Statement Regarding King Street Gardens

10-(3-0
Submitted by
Jim Klein, ASLA. Principal
Lardner/Klein Landscape Architects, P.C.
814 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

13 October 2001

| am speaking as a professional Landscape Architect with over 20 years experience in
the planning, design and management of publiic parks and open spaces throughout the
eastern United States. | am also a member of the Public Art Committee, although | am
not representing the public art committee here today. | want to make several points
regarding the future of King Street Gardens:

The King Street Gardens was designed as part of an extensive public process including
an open competition to select the design team. The development of the winning design
went through a similarly extensive design review process with many neighbors,
business and community leaders and interested citizens. Many people invested in the
winning design through the purchase of bricks and the dedication of several elements
as memorials. Many, many, many people worked hard to implement the design.

The way the gardens look today is a direct result of the kind of care and maintenance it
has received since the installation was complete. The King Street Gardens is more
than just public art. Itis a living, breathing, organism that must be maintained and
continually nurtured to survive. This is a public garden right on one of the City's busiest
streets. In order for a garden to thrive under these kind of conditions it must be
continually watered, pruned, and fertilized. Sometimes, a particular plant used in the
garden will not respond well to urban stress. Not alf of the plants selected have
achieved what the designers have intended.

Those who are concerned with the way individual pieces look in the winter, or in places
where the chosen plants have not done as well as the designers had hoped have a
legitimate concern. The remedy, however, is not to change the design to something
completely different. The remedy is to work with the original designers to try new plants
that serve a similar function but may work better in the finicky urban conditions found at
the site

For the City to even consider removing or replacing the garden ~ to overturn a public
process where so many people have invested their time and effort is completely
inappropriate. If the people wishing to remove it would just put their energy and effort
into a new piece of public art at another location, such as at the King Street Metro,
Alexandria could add to its public art collection in a positive way. With all of the turmoil
around us today, let us not tear down our public places. Let's just build more of them.
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ALEXANDRIA CONMISSION FOR THE ARTS * 1108 JEFFERSON ST., ALEXANDRIA, VA 2234 Y (703) §18.624%

KING STREET GARDENS PARK  —a-01

King Street Gurdens, an award-winning public art design planned for a barren urban space in
Alexandna, Virginia, will transform e site into 4 P:l k. whi
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The Alexandria Commission for the Ars in collaboration with the Alexandria Park and Recresuon

Commission, developers, merchants and residents invites you 10 join them in the creaton of this
landmark, ‘
FEATURES

The park design, recalling the history of the site near the King Sireet Mewo suaton, pressnis an
innovative and unigue blending of the historic motif with contemporary them:s,

A small sunken garden at the westemn end filled with cattails and water ifses refers (0 the mursh
which once occupied this site, Seating and a pattemned brick floor with bath nlain and inscnbed brcks
are positioned under a canopy of rellises covered with honeysuckle, roses, wisieria, jasnune wid
clemats.

A curved vine-covered topiary reflects the tricorn hat wom by famous Alsxandrian George

Washington. This shape uniles the two gardens and creales a focus for the arza.

FACTS

Iniemationally recognized visual arusts Busier Simpson and Lawra Sindsll, architect Mark Spiizer
and landscape architect Becca Hanson were selected (o design the park in a natonal compeution

The park has received significant recognition including:

¢ National Endowment for the Ans: An in Public Places-highest award in 1991

Virginia Commission for the Ars-highest award by state
American Insytute of Architects-two Jocal chapter awards
Seiected by the Smithsonian for touring exhibition “Fragile Ecologies”
Cover story-Landscape Architecture magazine, July/August 1992
Invitational presentation Harvard School of Design, Ociober 1994
Received a $20,000 contribution from the Charles Hooff family, 1993
Feature arucle, Public Art in Review, Fall/Winter 1993
Feature article, The Washington Post , April 1994
Invitational preseniation at the Tate Gallery, London, England, summer 1994
Virginis Deparunent of Transpontation enhancement award of $125,000 through
Federal intermodal Surfuce Transportaton Efficiency Act grant program

Thousands will enjoy the benefits of the 15,000-square-foot park, the only public space in this
densely developed area of the city,
FUNCTIONS
As a supporter of King Street Gardens you will: ® Create a lasting landmark in Alexandria:
® Ensure thut this award-winning work of art go from vision to reulity; ® Join with other membars of
the community in making a positve conwribution to the quality of life.
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Editorial
Keep The Park

CALETNe.  Aa/g

Everyone, it seems, 15 weighing in on the King Street Gardens
Park. Some like it, sume don't. Some love it, others Joathe it. Aside
from looking a bitunkempt at times, the park is serving its intended
purpose, providing shade, benches for sitting, a place for reflection,

~water for both humans and dogs, as well as providing a piece of
artwork, which, for many, leaves a little bit to be desired. But,
nonetheless, it is art and it was commissioned by several generous
grants,

Which brings up the point of an upcoming public meeting on the
issue called by City Council.

Council wants citizen input about the park, i.e., what's wrong with
it, how can it be improved, should the city start over.,

What good is citizen input at this juncture? The city can’t tear the
purk down and sturt over if itisn’t prepared to give the grant monies
back, which are consideruble,

City Council, in & June meeting, already voted to make renova-
tions, including replacing the grassy plants in the purk's wetlands
with native flowering perennials and shrubs providing color.

Existing shrubs will be replaced with low evergreen ground cover
and annuals in order (6 open up views to the sunken garden.

Those pesky grapevines that already adorn the tricomer frame-
work will be removed and replaced with evergreen and flowering
vines, Ivy and climbing hydrangea will be removed and replaced by
hurdier flowering and evergreen vines that have a longer season.

Also, white wisteria will reptace the lavender wisteria and ground
caver will be planted at the buse of the trellis columns.

This winter, citizens can look forward to small white lights around
the purk to impprove the park's appearance.

The city has already met with an architect and has received
extensive publicinput toidentify a design suitable for most everyone's
tastes. So, why go through another public meeting on the same
subject when Councii hus already made a decision?

Fhe park would be better served if the city would maintain it better,
weed it reguiarly, provide some daily vitality with a vendor, a kiosk
with ¢ity maps and perhaps some street theater to give upper King
Street music, mime, dance and food.

If City Council is to listen to the citizen's concerns yet again, they
should then tuke what they can to improve the park and not start over,
as some citizens are hoping they will do.
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Let’'s Respect

T
g

The Current Park

To the Editor

The letters supporting the re-
tention of King Sireer Gardens
Park have stuck a chord with
me. | believe thal fur too many
people have too much invested
finuncially, emotionally and in
terms of their personal time and

effort, Tor this park 10 be torn

down.

The park is an cosy targel in
winter, when imost uf the plants
that soften is fook die buck. But
precisely because the underly-
ing stracture also has meaning,
it does not Just Tude into the
buckground when bare:itrelaing
1ts own integrity, It people in the
city want 1o devole more effort
to upgrading the plantings and
walering and weeding them more
faithfully, thatas o positive reac-
ton. Those who recommend
patience in waiting forevergreen
viies locover more of the sUrue-
fure aise have a point. Tosunply
be insulting aboutthe design and
suggest  lewring 11 down
disrespectiul of all the effort
expended 1w make 1t something
truty speciul.

People had years to give their

input into the process of choos-'

ing the design. If now (hey don’t
tike how it turned out, perhaps
that is a lesson to pay better
attention the next time a city
project is in its planning phase,
There was atime, when the park’s

GALeTle 4/ 1%/ 6l
construction was long delayed
because fundraising efforts
lagged, when I, too, thought it
might have been wiser just to
plant a triangle of grass and a
few trees und benches. But thay
time is long past.

The decisions were made, the
design won awards, people
worked hard to raise the money
and the park was buill.

I.do not kave a lot invested in
the park. | helped with a couple
ol Tundraising wuctions, and |
bought a brick, ButI'like having
my lone brick there. [ have taken
my granddaughter to show it 10
her and we've stood on it, hald-
ing hands and talked about be-
longing to this place.

Let's respect what the park
stands for, the symbo! of.our
past, or our city’s street grid —
and most importantly, all the ef-
fort of our feliow citizens.

As 10 thuse who don’t tind it
aesthenically pleasing: Fhis ity
has far more challenging and
important problems (o engage
those who wish (o invest time
and energy in making a differ-
ence. Letthem use theirenthusi-
asm on a new project. If the city
has money to spare on beautify-
ing that triangle of land, let us
use it for more water and better
gardening care, not for lcanng
down,

—CHRISTA WATTERS




Council Meddlmg In Gardens Is Nonsense

CILET o/ /1)
To the Editor

Fwas pleased 10 see letters in the
last few issues of the Gazette 1hat
were mosupport of the King Street
Gardens Park. Tt is clear that there
are many people out there who like
the park and share the view of keep-
ing the park as it is.

! was disturbed however at some
of the information reported in the
Editorial “Keep The Park” in the
Sepl. 6 issue. While the editorial
was in general support of keeping
the park, it mentioned many reno-
vations thatt had already been voted
on by the City Council. Those were
replicing the grasses with shrubs,
replacing existing shrubs with pe.
renniuls, replacing the grapevines
on the framework with different
vines, replacing the ivy and climb-

itg hydrangea with different vines
and replacing the white wisteria with
livender wister,

It seems that almost every plant
currently out there is slated to be
replaced. This is outrageous, a waste
of tuxpayer time and money. All
that would do is strip back the sev-
eral years of the growth and progress
that we already have and start the
process all over again from scratch.
Do we really want to fook at a bare
frame und trellis for the next several
years Just to get us back 1o where we
are today? And for what, just 1o
have luvender wisteria instead of
white?

Fenow alotol plunning went into
the design and the selection of the
ptants, I find it hard to believe that
ail the plants selected by the artists,

architects .uld destgners who
worked onthe orgimal project were
ald wrong. Does the City Counnl
really know betier thun all of these
other people what plants o have?
What background in art or design.
orexpertise in landscuping does the
Council base their devisions on? Or
is this just a cuse of changing some-
thing forthe sake of changing some-
thing so they can claim that they ve
taken some “action””?

The City Council says it has met
with anarchitect but have they con-
sulted with any of the vriginal urchi-
teets, designers or the original artis?
Ldon't think any changes or adjust-
ments should be made w e park
design, pl.mllnp or slructure, with
out the review and consent of the
people who created the design 1n the
first place, The surest way to destroy
a p:cs.e of art is to have others, who

~-weren't part of the original process,

. start messing with the design. ~ It's

L
PN L

_-time to stop-all this nonsense and

; ,leave the park alone and Jet it grow.
.. No more hearings, no more discus-
: s:ons, no more changes. Some things
can't be rushed and the plants that
- are there now need to be given the
time to finish growing in. Stripping
away the current plants and replac-
- ing them now is ridlculous Let's
."hot waste the progress we’ve made
todate, waste money or wasle time,
The park needs to be nurtured and
- maintained not destroyed bit by bit
-through all these changes.
a —BRIAN MARQUIS
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Subj:  Support For the King Street Park

Date:  9/21/2001 7:05:26 PM Eastem Daylight Time

From: sawety@erols.com (Chet Avery)

To' wmeuilte@wdeuille.com (William Euille), billclev@home.com (William Cleveland), delpepper@aol.com (Redella Pepper).
dspeck@Aol.com (David Speck), council-woodson@home. com, wiedeberwein@aol.com (Claire Eberwein)

CC: phil. sunderland@ci.alexandria.va.us, mglaia@aol com (Marlin Lord), margueritel@hotmail.com

This is to request that you take action at the Qctober 13 Hearing on the King Street Park to support and provde further
enhancements for the King Street Park. As residents of Rosemont, we enjoy this park, which contains bricks that we have
purchased to memorialize family members, as a wonderful resource for the area by the King Street Metro.

We were inwolved in the lengthy process of pianning and implementing the development of this park that was designed by
nationally known experts who received input and guidance from citizens of Alexandria.

We enjoy the concerts and many other events that have occurred in this park and hope that you will support it and provide
additional resources when needed to enhance it as a resource to our city.

Sabra and | would be at this hearing to add our support for this park that we and members of our family enjoy but we wili be on
travel at the time of the hearing,

We hope that you will support this little park that provides a refuge in the middie of a concrete landscape.

Chet and Sabra Avery

Friday, October 12, 2001 America Cnline: MGLAIA Page: 1



8 October 2001
2509 Crest Street
Alexandria, VA 22302

To the members of
Alexandria City Council, and
City Manager Phil Sunderland:

I am writing on behalf of retaining the original vision of King Street Gardens Park. Since its
inception I was drawn to the design, but, as I've seen it grow, both through construction and through the
natural and seasonal contributions of its plantings, I have been pulled closer to it. 1 am writing a letter to
you because the hearing you have planned is on my Sabbath and I shall not be able to testify orally,

[ did not grow up in Alexandria, but in a historic town {Princeton) in New Jersey, where issues of
architectural conformity also come into hot dispute over additions to its downtown areas. | have,
however, lived in Alexandria for over 21 years and believe | have a good perspective on how King Street
Gardens contributes to the ambience of our city:

historically: Its trees and cattails (I love to look at those) remind us that this intersection was home to
a stream long before Civil War made use of Shuter’s Hill, Its spec:es are native, rooting us to an
American landscape.

artistically: The graceful lines of George Washington’s hat pull the planar street intersection into a
third dimension, while providing a buffer from the busy traffic. The brick basis is warm (in color as well
as in the physical domain of energy saving) and cups the visitor in its safe hand.

from a community standpoint: the brickwork of its base allowed many Alexandrians to involve
themselves in the construction of (what they hoped would be) a permanent part of their home, by
dedicating words in honor and memory of friends and family. My husband and I are among those people;
one of the bricks we dedicated commemorates our dear friend Gerard Ascher and his still-active wife and
long-time Alexandria resident, Edith. An index is available to help community members identity the
locations of their bricks. :

It is my hope that the Council will not make political revisions to an artistic vision that, like our
lives, our city, and our nation, has taken time to grow and constantly reminds us of the beauties and
adaptability of our surroundings.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth H. Margosches, Ph.D.
Biostatistician and Alexandria resident



S11S. Lee Street
Alexundria, VA 22314

September 24, 2001

RE: King Street Gardens Park

The Mayor
Members of City Council
City Manager

Dear .

I've had my doubts about our kids from time to time, when they were teenagers. I've had my doubts
about King Street Gardens Park from time to time and it is not yet out of the awkward stage, but |
would like to see it grow up. Please give it a chance, the kids turned out fine.

And as for the grandchildren - well, Tony and I bought each of them an engraved brick so that,
although not living here, they would feel a connection with our City and it matters to us that these
bricks remain in place.

At our last meeting the Beautification Commission informally discussed King Street Gardens Park
with Trish McManus, City Landscape Architect, who had some good ideas about modifying the

plantings. No member suggested changing the structure. Let it be left. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Jennifer Hollings

cc: Friends of King Street Gardens Park
‘Trish McManus, City Landscape Architect



Fisher
1138 Naval Ave
Bremerton WA 98312-3828

The Honorable Kerry J. Donley

City of Alexandria

City Hall, Suite 2300

301 King Street

Alexandria VA 22314-3211
2001-08-23

The Honorable Kerry J. Donley
City of Alexandria

City Hall, Suite 2300

301 King Street

Alexandria VA 22314-3211

Dear Mayor Donley,

While reading the July 20 issue of the Washington Post, | came across reporter Ann O'Hanlon's article headlined
From Aye to Aye-yi-yi. While an interesting overview of the Washington, D.C.-area planning process, | think the
real story is the terrific news that communities are finally taking a ciose look at the nuances of urban planning
and design, and that citizens are getting involved in the planning process.

What surprised me were the repeated references to Buster Simpson's King Street Gardens Park project. King
Street Gardens Park is not a faceless, poorly designed, or cheaply built structure that fell under the radar of a
planning commission. It is an oasis in the middle of a busy urban square, built after a very public process that all
citizens were invited to participate in, and | expect most residents of Alexandria take great pleasure in King
Street Gardens as a local treasure.

| was also puzzied by Ms. O'Hanion's unsubstantiated statements that the park is an “eyesore” “detested by the
public” and “any number of public officials.” | find that difficult to believe, especially considering the enthusiastic
reception the park initially inspired, and the resounding acclaim Mr. Simpson’s projects have received elsewhere.

On a personal level, Mr. Simpson'’s projects motivated me to landscape my new home's yard with drought-
tolerant and native plants, and water them with the rain runoff from my roof. King Street Gardens Park is
undoubtedly inspiring gardeners in Alexandria to reconsider their own yards.

If the article's assertion that the City Council is considering everything from tweaking to razing the park Is true, |
hope you will rethink this before it's too late. | trust that thoughtful consideration will replace political rhetoric, and
that you will preserve this outstanding and unique park for the benefit of all your citizens, your visitors, and your
guests. The park will become even more beautiful as the plantings develop and mature - and you will soon find
yourself with a sense the park has always been a part of downtown Alexandria.

While | won't be able to make my case to the Council in person, | nope that when | visit the Washington D.C.
area, perhaps next year, I'll find King Street Gardens even more spectacular than it is now.

Sincerely,

Mike Fisher

1138 Naval Avenue
Bremerton WA 98312-3829
mfisher198@yahoco.com

CC: The Washington Post; The Alexandria Journat; Alexandria Gazette Packet; Phil Sunderland, City Manager,
King Street Gardens Committee; Alexandrla Commission for the Arts: Alexandria Arts Forum; past members of
King Street Gardens Park and Friends
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Located on Holland Lane, off Duke Stroet
Hours: Open all day
Acmission: Free  Handicapped Accessibic
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In 1885. the Black Bapuist Camerery Association
esublished the land a5 2 burial ground Six of nwer -
onc known bunals are snll marked with their ofiz -
headsiones. The land was afso used for transporr
Hooft's Run, which was 2 passageway tor ol

_rmadesmen, passes through che park as & tflows 12 2

Posomac River. During the baeer half of the nisc-
weenth ceneuty, milroad rracks were lasd in the proc.
day park and used by railroad companies such a< i=x

'Otmvandi\knndmﬁuefmmdlcbanoeékt'
_weest and soath 10 varioas pares of the sz

In addiston, the park offers 2 habiar for wiki'-

: Mulhird ducks, crayfish, and painred mrtes tnxe
the werlands.
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Subject: Notes of Meeting of 10/10
Date: Wed, 10 Oct 2001 12:40:24 -0400
From: nina tisara <nina@tisaraphoto.com>
To: Marlin Lord <MGLAIA@aol.com>, Teddye and Bill Clayton <tbclayton@starpower.net>,
Barbara Brecher <barb@brecherdesign.com>, "Pam St. Clair" <PamStC@aol.com>,
neonkanb@psualum.com, pashea@aol.com, Bruce Gregoire <desktopmrk@aol.com>,
Buffy Brownstein <bbrownst@erols.com>, Sherry Brown <ccopera@aol.com>,
PAspencer@aol.com, Christa Watters <Wattrsedge@aol.com>,
Brian Marquis <Marquisgd@aol.com>

We plan to meet at City Ceouncil Chambers at 9:15 a.m. so we can sit
together near the front. We will have available cut ivy to pin to our
lapels.

Note that the time allowed per speaker is 3 minutes.

Following are my notes from the meeting. (Additions and corrections are
welcome.) Speakers are not limited to the points below.)

The preferred order for speakers and the basic points to be made are:

@ Lois Walker

e art went through an inclusive review process before it was
approved. It was selected by & distinguished jury. There were a series
of public hearings.

2.)Jim Kline
e park is a work in progress. It was intended as a living,
ever-changing sculpture. Lighting will increase its appeal.

(:;2 Joe Egerton
blic Art always invokes discussion. By its nature, it doesn't appeal
to everyone. 1ie: The Jefferson Memorial, the Eiffel Tower, the Vietnam
Memorial

Note that KSMET took an official position in favor of the park.

4.)Pam St, Clair
e park was funded through a number of sources. In addition to the
City, grants were received from several sources, there were many major
donors, and thousands of name~bricks were sold.

(f;;)Kathryn Brown
e park is the recipient of a number of awards.

ina Tisara
€ park is Sacred Groundwith memorials tc the living and dead. It is

a focal point for bringing people together. The bricks represent many
facets c¢f the Alexandria community.
7. Mario di Paolo
Annmarie Pittman
Hundreds of people volunteered t¢ raise funds by selling bricks at
Farmers Market every Saturday morning. Hundred's more donated funds.

’(:Ey Brian Marquis
Peter Spencer
The art is monumental, an appropriate piece for the gateway to the
city.

10/12/2001 7:40 PM



Notes of Meeting of 10/10

Gg:zkherry Brown
Christa Watters

g,
The park and the art are one; the sculpture was designed for the site
and moving it should not be considered.

Marlin Lord

Christine David or a representative in her behalf (Second Genesis)
- The "Alumni" of King Street Garden Park Committee recommend an advisory
group be appointed by council to receive possible future community input
and work with the community to address possible cencerns.

The Alumni alsc recommend an interpretive prlague on-site and on~going
intrepretive programs.

Adopt-a-park program, City Sweeper.

Additicnal naming cpportunities are available for endowment to help
fund maintenance,

2of2 10/12/2001 7:40 PM
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RE: King Street Gardens Park (C-13-01
Mr. Mayor, Members of Council, Staff members, ladies and gentlemen:

My name is Christa Watters. I live at 1186 North Pitt Street.

“Some people love it. Some people hate it. It must be art.”

That’s a comment from one of the King Street Gardens project electricians, cited around
the time of the park’s structural completion by one of the planners associated with the
project, and quoted in the Washington Post. It’s a good point for us to hold in mind now,
as we contemplate the future of this 5-year-old park.

Post Cityscape columnist Benjamin Forgey wrote a critique of King Street Gardens Park
published on Nov. 15, 1997, calling it “an ambitions, inventive little art park.” Forgey
praised the strong design, and commended the City for its “foresight and gumption” in
recognizing the need for some open space in this part of the City and for seeking to do
something “out of the ordinary.” He said he respected the design team’s creativity and
originality in seeking “to convert this key piece of land into a locus of both active use and
symbolic pride.”

Forgey pointed out that it would take several years to know what the park would
ultimately be like, how the plantings would make it look, how much use it would get. He
warned that the park would “need loving and even innovative management—a tough (or
at least extraordinary) thing to ask of local politicians and the bureaucracy.”

I’'m here to ask that we remember that King Street Gardens Park is a cohesive whole. Tt
was designed to integrate a particular structure with a comprehensive planting scheme in
a way that fit in with the site and its surroundings. It is far too late to argue about whether
every single citizen of Alexandria approves the park’s award-winning design. Photos of
the park when it was just built reveal the structure symbolizing a tricorne hat and hinting
at the city’s street grid. The sculpture is strong but stark. Compare those photos with the
park’s present appearance: the plants have grown up and out and have had a major
softening effect. The green vines help provide shade in summer and shelter from the wind
in colder weather.

What would improve the park today is a comprehensive plan to address maintenance
issues. Once the design was accepted, the city should have made an appropriate
commitment to watering, pruning, weeding, and other maintenance. Lack of adequate
maintenance has sometimes left the park looking untidy. The symbolic wetland garden at
the western end, intended to remind us that a stream is buried under this venue, has not
been regularly watered and many plants have died. Some have been replaced by
vegetation not typical of a streambed area and spoiling the integrity of the plan. A sensor
or timer system would remedy a lot of the problem here.



If indeed we as a city have the money to contemplate making any changes to this park, let
them be in upgrading and improving the plantings and in adding public amenities in
keeping with the space, such as access to a food or coffee cart, perhaps a brick directory
in a weather-proof box, and a map board with brochures that guide pedestrians toward the
waterfront and shopping district.

This park, sited on one of our major streets, is also at one of the City’s major gateways,
within a couple of blocks of King Street Metro and the VRE station. We have too much
invested here to destroy a prize-winning park that cornmemorates the effort and
dedication of so many citizens. We need to remember that we chose this park, and to take
pride in having chosen not to be ordinary.

Thank you for listening.



PH.O‘IOS .B\-'IMARIE POIRIER MARZI FOR THE WASHINGTON POSI
Alexandria’'s new King Street Gardens Park will need tender loving
care—and more seating—to tive up to its promising beginning.

Cityscape

By Benjamin Forgey
‘Washington Post Staff Writer

King Street Gardens Park was dedicated
in Alexandria last month just in timefor...
chilly November days. Not the best weath-
er for parks, particularly for brand-new
ones—they are likely to look lonely and
leafless.

The King Street park is absolutely skele-
tal. Situated on a little triangle of land
bordered by busy roads, it is dominated by
steel superstructures that look to be unfin-
ished. In fact, though they are structurally
complete, these forms—a grid of black-
painted trellises and two swooping sculp-
tures made of angled vertical poles—will
not be truly done until vines planted at the
base have grown to full height, overtaking

- the steel.

In other words, we wouldn't want to jump
to conclusions about this ambitious, inven-
tive little art park. Several spring seasons
will have come and gone before we can see

itasitwas intended by the team of artists

A Breath of Fresh Air

With a Littlf_: Help, King Street Park Could Flourish

and architects that seven years ago wont 2
national competition to designiit. '

I admire the City of Alexandria for its
foresight and gumption. It long ago recog-’
npized the need for public open space inthe
changing upper King Street neighboi-
hood—still today in the process of being
transformed into a high-density commer-
cial district. And to fulfill this need the city
sought to do something out of the ordinary.
Likewise, I respect the design team'’s cre-
ativity, In a highly original manner, its
members strove to convert this key piece
of land into a locus of both active use and
symbolic pride.

Having said that, I must admit to two
serious reservations, One concerns the
design. 1 question how often and how
intensely the park will be used--at present
there are teo few places io sit, and the
prospect for adding more, without ruining
the design with heavy benches, is iffy. A
related worry is that to succeed in the long
term this unusual space is going to need
loving and even innovative manage-

See CITYSCAPE, C7,Col. 1
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ment—a tough (or at least exiraordi-
pary) thing to ask of local politicians
and the ‘bureaucracy.

"~ Neither of these flaws is pecessari-

.

tie into this prolecs

space. A sense of active, broad public
gwnership cab he a vital tonic for 2
ggaall crossroads park such at this.
Bt this is pot 2 park that you cad.

jcate and then leave alone.

int definitely

widely representative group
the King Street Task Force identified
the need for 2 park in the rapidly
%z_veloping area east 0

pet Metro station. The selected

King Street and Diag-

good ne—highly visible,
ecesgible from two gides, an
iqxé to be framed by large officere

tail buildings.

* The City Council agreed to pur
chase and clear the land—there were
severallow-Tise commercial buildings
gn the triangh ,with the leader-
ghip of the Alexandria Commission

iprﬂneﬁrts,anaﬁoneldesigncomp& . planted by

fition was held. In _addiﬁon to more

memorable civic image.

* After a design was chosen, many
difficulties ensued. Originally, the
pulk of the funding was to come from
voluntary contributions by develop-
érs of nearby properties. is ar-
rangement, typical of the flush '80s,
collapsed when the real estate bubble
burst, leaving the city to scramble for
funds. An ingenious combination of

city, state, federal and private money

fy fatal. Alot of people put money and
Herak

Groviing Concerns

Street

ally was put together to pay the

$902,000 design and construction bill.

The “Buy 2 Brick, Build a Park’

campaign jtself netted nearly
$150,000. - ,

Nor did construction g0 smoothly.

'n the winter of '95:96

steel
part of the gite to silt up, forcing the
removal of plants from a sect}

at was “finished”. 1 .
once did the city's arts
en e

Buster Simpson an
architect Mark Spitzer and jandscape
Hanson. Their design

nartative

en’

symbolize the sitein
nial condition—in the 18th
century and before, stream
through this land.

Hooff's Run, still exists, but ie buried
in this part of town) The caftails,
three years

Buffie Brownstein, 3 planner with the
city’s parks department.

m A paved area, taking up nearly
two-thirds of the triangle, is the active
portion of the park, This is where the
personalized bricks are to be found;
cream-colored, they are arranged in
wavy patterns on the red brick pav-
ing. This area is covered with the grid
of heavy, black-painted trelliges; a
variety of climbing vines eventu:
will provide decoration and shade.

Symbholic of the city's 18th-century

_ history, and about nature and civiliza-

atory plaques atthree
slte are poetically co¥: “George Wash-
ington, SUrveyor, our tricorne garden
ijs made to your measure” doesn’t

~ quite gpell it out.
On the other hand, it is an easy
story to ‘Word of mou gho
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Artist's
rendering of
how King Street
Gardens Park
toplary might
look covered
with Ivy.

VIEW OF TOPIARY"

CE7Y OF ALEXANDRIA . 7
HIWG STRAEZT GABUENE

COURTESY KING STREET GARDENS DESIGH TEAM

“George’s hat” could become an item KING STREET GARDENS PARK '

in local lore, Nor do you necessarily
have to know the specifics to enjoy
the park (you can, after ali, make up

i o

your own).

The lack of sufficient seating, on ;
the other hand, is a genuine obsta- ; , Site of
cle—the serpentine row of fixed seats LA : King Street
along the hat's inner edge is not Wil Gardens

enough. Furthermore, fixed seats all
in a row are not conducive to the kind
of informal social interchange that
should be a prime joy of this little
urban park. Something can and
should be done—the design team
favors food vendors and movable
seats underneath the trellises. This is
a nice but problematic vision—mov-
' able chairs have to be cared for and
stored, and there is no room for
> on-site storage. Furthermore, who is
v going to do it? A vendor, possibly,
fi although the profitmaking potential
g of the site is untested, The parks
2
-
e

department, maybe, although that
would cost money that politicians
almost certainly are not going to want

i tospend.
. Qn wra leava thia nlaacant. nrettv,




PHE WELD o
CH/ALEXANDR]A




THE WaASHINGTON POST

The King Street Gardens Park, Alexandria’s first major public art project, covers 15,000 square feet and is costing $1.3 mliillon. it Is scheduled to be dedicat ad Oct. 4.

BY LARRY MORRIS—THE Was HINGIOM T

King Street Gardens Park Has Some Grbwing?g Do

PARK, From Page 1

Alexandria. Labrador retrievers can
sprawl on the cool bricks while their
owners sit on benches, perhaps eating
sandwiches or reading the collected

" opinions of the late Supreme Court
Justice Hugo Black, whose own Old
Town home was much admired.

Two of the park’s biggest boosters,
King Street Gardens Committee chair-
man Pam St. Clair and Alexandria park
planner Buffie Brownstein, say they

-would prefer to let passersby have their
own vision of what the park will become
once the vines are planted. But they

have strong opinions.
© &t Clair said that the competing
designs were very fine but that this was
the only one of which she could honest-
ly say, “I won't get bored with it.”

Brownstein said some critics have
complained that the lattice, which mim-

"ics the grid of Alexandria’s original
streets and vaguely resembles George
Washington's tricorn hat, is too big.
“But they don't understand it is going to
be surrounded by huge buildings,” she
said. She pointed to the site of a major
hotel and another office building, part

of the commercial upward-sprouting
common to most Metro stops.

‘When the idea was approved in 1989,
the city asked competing artists to
design something of national signifi-
cance, such as the Watts Towers in Los
Angeles or the Vietnam Veterans Me-
morial in Washington, that would draw
visitors for its own sake and not just
provide visual diversion for people get-
ting off Metro or Amtrak trains, Accord-
ing to an official account of the park’s
history, it was supposed to “incorporate
Alexandria’s distinct historical signifi
cance, integrating public art and place,
and creating a memorable civic image
in a fluid urban landscape.”

More than 100 eniries were submit-
ted in a nationwide design competition.
The winners, announced in June 1991,
were Buster Simpson and Laura Sin-
dell, a husband-and-wife team of visual
artists, and their partners, architect
Mark Spitzer and landscape architect
Becca Hanson, all of Seattle.

They suggested a park in three parts,
the sunken garden to represent the

soriginal marsHes: l}h_’e

garden of akebia, Balﬁc? t:w fﬁ’fﬁ bing
hydrangea, Boston ivy, glory vine and

wistetia to recreate the Old Town
gardens past and present, and a 35-foot-
tall topiary of ivy and clematis to sym-
bolize three forces of 18th-century Alex-
andria—Washingion’s hat, a ship’s
prow and a plow.

Brownstein said an electrician on the
project summed up public reaction to
the park in its current skeleton form.
“Some people love it. Some people hate
it. it must be art.”

When the recession of the early
1990s killed plans to raise money from
local developers, a corps of art and
Alexandrialoving volnteers filled the
gap. Grants were sought. The City
Council was squeezed for a $200,000
loan to complete the final phase of
construction. Volunteers donated thou-
sands of hours; one group sold bricks
inscribed with donors’ names each Sat-
urday at Market Square. They coaxed
more substantial donations from local
businesses. NBC-TV weatherman Wil
lard Scott, who grew up nearby, agreed
to help in newspaper ads, in which he
said, “Buy a Brick, Build a Park!”

concrete near the east entrance:
“Spring the garden * ~alls aloft, bloom-
ing in aramatic profe sion.”

The e tbri .cks range from the
austere, “U.S, Séwg’ tor John Warner,” to
the jovial, “Vac & : Uncle Mac Buds
Forever,” to the ca pine and feline “Mao
the Dog” and “Me :atioaf the Cat.”

Philanthropisf s looking for holiday
gift ideas will *nave an opportunity to
buy more comr ymemorative bricks this
fall, St. Clair so*i. The vines being
grown at For | Ward Park soon will be
introduced i+ > their new home.

Tarrie I* ortch, an administrative as-
sistant at ¢ ne of the nearby offices, said
she has :in open mind. “Tm locking
forward to weeing what it looks ke,
she said.

Those interested in baying commem-
ovative bricks can call 703-8386348
Jor detaz s

FOR MO RE INFORMATION =
For guic tes to the major public parks in
Norther n Virginia with Iists of

Park visitors without their own xends.,..fcitie: . click em the.above symbol on

ing matter stifl will find much to amuse
them, There are haiku embedded in the

the fromi - page of The Post’s Web site at
www. wa 'shingtonpost.com




| 1\ew Fark on King Street
Has Some Growing to Do

Gardens Require Ferlzle Imaginatz’on
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., George Rasley, an Alexandria consyltant Atthe moment, if Metro riders descend.

“sirofling down  Street on a warm mgfrmnnmrbyKingSh'eetswmndomt _

Werncon, Mudied B towerlag lattice of lookdéeely.ﬂleymightﬂinkﬂ:eparkis

blackmetalﬂmtisﬂlecity’sﬁrstmajqr one'momhigh-t'meunderoonsu-ucﬂm

Spent it they have. Despite the doubts of * of a residential courtyard in Ofd Towm
amateur city planners and sidewslk art See PARK, Page 5, Col. 1
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XHIBIT NO. 7
E 0 (0

0-13%.0/
Testimony before City Council Public Hearing on King Street Gardens October 13, 2001

Tam Katy Cannady. I live at 20 East Oak Street in the Rosemont neighborhood. First I
want to tell you a true story for which I have collaborating witnesses. 1 don’t belong to
the King Street Metro task force, but I know several people who do.

Some months ago in the presence to several other people, the task force members
mentioned that Councilman Speck had suggested at a task force meeting that it might be
possible to make some changes in King Street Gardens. Ireplied at once that if
Councilman Speck would take the leading role in getting improvements to King Street
Gardens, particularly if he could get the three story tall pipe structure removed, then I
would assume a responsibility of my own, a campaign to have a plague commemorating
his effort placed in King Street Gardens exactly where the pipe structure now stands.

Subsequently I've given more thought to this. I would word the plaque something like
this: In grateful remembrance of Councilman David Speck who served on the Alexandria
City Council (insert dates here). Through his leadership the three story pipe structure said
to represent George Washington’s hat was removed from this spot and the garden was
revitalized as the truly usable urban open space visitors enjoy today.

I think it is important to remove the three story pipe structure and to remove all the vines
growing in the park. The one story pipe structures could be saved but only without the
vines so that they present mostly open vistas. If we did these things, maybe all those
bricks with names people bought but somehow can’t locate today would Pty be
found.

Upper King Street has been built out in an architecturally pleasing way. There should be
an open park there to offer a visual contrast to the surrounding masonry walls. The
swamp plants now growing there were once natural vegetation here, but that was several
hundred years ago. Today they are exotic and jarring and just too much. They are also
expensive to maintain. Over time they should be replaced with the simple hardy easy to
maintain ornamental plants that most of us grow successfully in our own yards.

I believe if we follow my suggestions the only question that will arise in future will be
“Why didn’t we fix King Street Gardens sooner?”

Thank you.
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To: The Mayor and City Council 10-12-01
From: H. Alan Young

Re: King Street Gardens

Date: Friday, October 12, 2001

Unfortunately I will be out of town tomorrow and thus will be unable to participate in the
discussion regarding the King Street Gardens. Before stating on which side of the matter I stand,
I want to comment on a threshold issue that is most troubling.

Because of the city's failure to fully fund the project and because people were asked to
contribute, the perception among many donors is that the public park has been transformed into a
private one. One highly respected resident sent a letter to The Port Packet supporting the park
and adding that she donated several thousand dollars for a trellis in her parents' memory and thus
considered the ground "sacred and hallowed.” Although commendable, in my opinion the
memory of deceased parents is sacred and if one believes the land in this situation is hallowed, it
will be no less hallowed no matter what is situated on the plot of land. Certainly if those people
who contributed significant sums wish to be acknowledged, an appropriate plaque could be placed
for such a cause. People like me who purchased a number of bricks upon which only one I elected
to place an inscription, namely, of my deceased dog, Mr. Andy, should not expect to be
acknowledged, if indeed the bricks are replaced with another ground cover. In my opinion that
would be more attractive.

Although de gustibus non est disputandum, 1 find it difficult to believe that anyone finds
any esthetic merit to this park. In my opinion it has no redeeming features. Although I am not
knowledgeable about the city budget, I urge you to find a way to right a wrong and begin anew.
A number of years ago I wrote an op-ed piece in The Port Packet in response to a previous
editorial page article urging the city to provide more statues of George Washington and Robert E.
Lee. After listing the surfeit of monuments, streets, buildings etc. regarding these two patriots, I
urged the city and private enterprise to dedicate contemporary (and compatible) sculpture.
Unfortunately this suggestion fell on deaf ears. Ladies and gentlemen, welcome to the 21st
century.

I can visualize on the current plot, a beautifully landscaped park with a contemporary
sculpture perhaps in the center of a pool and maybe kinetic with its movement reflected in the
water and reflecting sunlight during the day and moonlight at night. This could be seen every day
by people walking by and other thousands on the Metro. It could serve as a source of serenity for
our citizens and visitors from an otherwise frantic urban scene. Yes, even in Alexandria. People
could sit and relax, read a paper, drink a cup of coffee or just sit there meditating and consuming
the beauty.

1 am afraid that people who originally supported this design are either too embarrassed or
too stubborn to admit that the vision fell miserably short of the reality. Currently it is dark and
uninviting and should it ever mature, it will be even more foreboding.
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I regret that 1 will be unable to answer any of your questions on Saturday but I am
available to do so as | have loved Alexandria for the twenty plus years T have lived and worked in

this beautiful city.
Respectfully submitted,

. dge >

H. Alan Young
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