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Docket Item #3
SPECIAL USE PERMIT #2004-0024

Planning Commission Meeting
May 4, 2004

ISSUE: Consideration of a request for a special use permit to operate a private college
preparatory school.

APPLICANT: The Transitional School

by Katherine Keith
LOCATION: 25 South Quaker Lane
ZONE: CSL/Commercial Service Low

PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION, MAY 4, 2004: By unanimous consent, the Planning
Commission recommended approval of the request, subject to compliance with all applicable codes,
ordinances and staff recommendations.

Reason: The Planning Commission agreed with staff’s analysis.

Speakers: None

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends approval subject to compliance with all
applicable codes and ordinances and the permit conditions found in Section III of this report.
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25 South Quaker Lane

I DISCUSSION

REQUEST A
The applicant, The Transitional School, represented by Katherine Keith, requests special use permit

approval for the operation of a private school located at 24 South Quaker Lane.

SITE DESCRIPTION

The subject property is one lot of record having 467 feet of frontage on South Quaker Lane and a
total lot area of 2.1 acres. The property contains the old Stonewall Jackson School, which has been
converted into an office building predominantly occupied by a variety of private schools, a child care
center and the Rocklands restaurant. The applicant will occupy 1,675 square feet on the first floor
in the building’s west wing, which is also accessible through a rear entrance.

To the north of the site is a Wendy’s restaurant and office buildings are located to the east. To the
south and west of the property is the City of Alexandria Maintenance Facility. East of that facility,
across South Quaker Lane, is the City’s DASH bus storage and maintenance yard.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The applicant proposes to operate a small non-profit high school, grades 9 to 12, with a college
preparatory curriculum. The school is funded through tuition and some fund-raising, and is geared
towards bright students who have not thrived in a traditional educational environment. The
applicant’s educational philosophy is based on Howard Gardener’s Theory of Multiple Intelligences,
which includes hands-on and multi-sensory learning, weekly field trips and internships. Students
may leave their public/private school to enroll for up to two years in the Transitional School, and
have the option to earn their high school diploma in the Transitional School or to transfer back to
the public/private school system. In order to facilitate the transition back to the area’s public and
private schools or onto college, credit is earned through Brigham Young University online courses,
which are accepted by schools throughout the area and recognized by colleges.

Hours of operation: The proposed school will be in session during the normal school
calendar year with operating hours of between 9:00 A.M. and 4:00
P.M., Monday through Friday.

Students/Employees: The applicant anticipates between 16 and 24 students, ages 14 to 18,
to attend classes at any one time, however, the applicant proposes a
maximum of 32 students to allow for a potential expansion in the
future. At no time will there be no more than eight students in one of
the four classrooms. The school will start operating with two full-time
and two part-time teachers.
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Trash/Noise: Trash will primarily consist of office papers and will be collected weekly.
The applicant indicated that students will have open lunch three days per
week, with permission based on their school performance. In order to prevent
littering and nuisance to adjacent users, the applicant established a program
that includes a student manual detailing expected behavior within the
building and community, suspension of open lunch privileges for students
who create nuisances, installment of trash receptacle at the rear entrance, and
monitoring of the premises for litter by the school’s management.

PARKING

According to Section 8-200 (A) (11) of the Zoning Ordinance, a high school is required to provide
one parking space for each ten classroom seats. The applicant proposes a maximum of 32 students
present at any one time, resulting in a total of four required parking spaces. The applicant will have
eight spaces designated for the business by sign or paint. The applicant indicates that students
enrolled in grades 9 through 11 will not be allowed to drive to school. Seniors who achieve a certain

grade point average will be allowed to drive but the applicant does not anticipate many seniors.

Pick-up and drop-off will take place on the back parking lot, along a 50-foot grassy area. Up to four
cars can service this drop-off strip without blocking any parking spaces. Beyond that, the parking
spaces that would be temporarily blocked are the ones that are designated to the applicant’s school.
With this parking and drop-off/pick-up plan students may enter through the rear entrance and
therefore eliminate any congestion at the building’s main entrance and parking lot.

ZONING / MASTER PLAN

The subject property is located in the CSL/Commercial Service Low zone. Section 4-303 (V) of the
Zoning Ordinance allows a private school in the CSL zone only with a special use permit. The
proposed use is consistent with the Seminary Hill/Strawberry Hill small area plan chapter of the
Master Plan, which designates the property for uses consistent with the CSL zone.

II. STAFF ANALYSIS

Staff supports the proposed private school located at 25 South Quaker Lane and finds that the easy
access due to the site’s close proximity to Duke Street, the building’s initial purpose as a school and
the surrounding non-residential uses make this small non-profit school an appropriate and much
needed use for this area.

Staff has included various standard conditions and recommends a review of the school after it has
been operational for one year so if there are any problems with the operation, additional conditions
may be imposed. With these conditions, staff recommends approval of the special use permit.
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IIl. RECOMMENDED CONDITIONS

Staff recommends approval subject to compliance with all applicable codes and ordinances and
the following conditions:

1.

10.

The special use permit shall be granted to the applicant only or to any corporation in
which the applicant has a controlling interest. (P&Z)

The number of students attending classes at any one time shall not exceed 32. (P&Z)

The hours of operation shall be limited to between 9:00 A.M. and 4:00 P.M., Monday
through Friday, as requested by the applicant. (P&Z)

The applicant shall post the hours of operation at the entrance to the business. (P&Z)

A minimum of four parking spaces shall be designated for the school’s use by signs or
paint. (P&Z)

Trash and garbage shall be stored inside or in a dumpster. Litter on the site and on
public rights-of-way and spaces adjacent to or within 75 feet of the premises shall be
picked up as often as necessary, to prevent an unsightly and unsanitary accumulation.
(P&Z)

The applicant shall require its employees who drive to work to use off-street parking.
(P&Z)

The applicant shall encourage its employees to use mass transit or to carpool when
traveling to and from work, by posting information regarding DASH and METRO
routes, the location where fare passes for transit are sold, and advertising of carpooling
opportunities. (P&Z)

The applicant shall contact the Crime Prevention Unit of the Alexandria Police
Department at 703-838-4520 regarding a security survey for the business prior to the
school opening. (Police)

The applicant shall conduct employee training sessions on an ongoing basis, including
as part of any employee orientation, to discuss all SUP provisions and requirements.
(P&Z)
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11.  The Director of Planning and Zoning shall review the special use permit after the
school has been operational for one year, and shall docket the matter for
consideration by the Planning Commission and City Council if (a) there have been
documented violations of the permit conditions which were not corrected
immediately, constitute repeat violations or which create a direct and immediate
adverse zoning impact on the surrounding community; (b) the director received a
request from any person to docket the permit for review as the result of a complaint
that rises to the level of a violation of the permit conditions, (c) the director has
determined that there are problems with the operation of the use and that new or
revised conditions are needed. (P&Z)

STAFF: Eileen Fogarty, Director, Department of Planning and Zoning;
Barbara Ross, Deputy Director;
Bettina Irps, Urban Planner.

Staff Note: In accordance with section 11-506(c) of the zoning ordinance, construction or dperation
shall be commenced and diligently and substantially pursued within 18 months of the date of
granting of a special use permit by City Council or the special use permit shall become void.




IV.

SUP #2004-0024
25 South Quaker Lane

CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS

Legend: C -code requirement R - recommendation S - suggestion F - finding

Transportation & Environmental Services:

C-1

The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria's Noise Control Code, Title 11,
Chapter 5, which sets the maximum permissible noise level as measured at the property line.

Code Enforcement:

F-1

C-3

C-4

C-5

The proposed use is consistent with the proposed use. No change of use is required.

Alterations to the existing structure must comply with the current edition of the Uniform
Statewide Building Code (USBC).

A fire prevention code permit is required for the proposed operation. An egress plan
showing fixture location, aisles and exit doors shall be submitted for review with the permit
application.

Alterations to the existing structure and/or installation and/or altering of equipment therein
requires a building permit. Five sets of plans, bearing the signature and seal of a design
professional registered in the Commonwealth of Virginia, must accompany the written
application. The plans must include all dimensions, construction alterations details,
electrical, plumbing, and mechanical layouts and schematics.

This structure contains mixed use groups and is subject to the mixed use and occupancy
requirements of USBC.

Required exits, parking, and accessibility for persons with disabilities must be provided to
the building.

Health Department:

F-1

No Comments.

Police Department:

R-1

The applicant is to contact the Crime Prevention Unit of the Alexandria Police Department
at 703-838-4520 regarding a security survey prior to the school opening.




APPLICATION for SPECIAL USE PERMIT #ZO,’)S’— -OOZ‘»L

fmust use black ink or type]
PROPERTY LOCATION: __ Q5 S Nuaker laee.
TAX MAP REFERENCE:_ (0 (.03 -0l D4 zone: CSL.
APPLICANT Name:_\Salherine Kol o0 &4 CC

Address: 50O \\KCSLN& Qe .)QKQX@W\S\Q.\]A AN
PROPERTY OWNER Name: _( \r %—\dcy\_\k\e‘r Callier, Kollecas Co lC
| Address: || 405" Xotar Wheel lace orac o ACR54
PROPOSED USE: A\ sspeall (’o\\mx\Q -?rm\m?@T@rY \(\{(\)\\_ <o \eeel

Droaram o e - A2 aldenls ((Bmé@s J-1.
(’él"\v@j%’@— _Aeademic SQ\m\\ |

THE UNDERSIGNED hereby applies fora Special Use Permit in accordance with the provisions of Article XI, Section 11-500 of the 1992 Zoning
Ordinance of the City of Alexandria, Virginia. ,

THE UNDERSIGNED, having obtained permission from the property owner, hereby grants permission to the City of Alexandria to post placard
notice on the property for which thisapplication is requested, pursuant to Article X1, Section 11-301(B) of the 1992 Zoning Ordinance of the City of Alexandria, Virginia.

THE UNDERSIGNED hereby attests that all of the information herein provided and specifically including all surveys, drawings, etc., required to
be furnished by the applicant are true, correct and accurate to the best of their knowledge and belief. The applicant is hereby notified that any written materials, drawings
or illustrations submitted in support of this application and any specific oral representations made to the Planning Commission or City Council in the course of public
hearings on this application will be binding on the applicant unless those materials o representations are clearly stated to be non-binding or illustrative of general plans
and intentions, subject to substantial revision, pursuant to Article XI, Section 11-207(A)(10), of the 1992 Zoning Ordinance of the City of Alexandria, Virginia.

\Ql\_\v\e TLI0e KQ KY\“\ -(Z\VN\_\QE‘_\—X‘Q\;SS \6\03 \

Print Name of Applicant or Agent Signature

Q" Dide ST TR 236-84ED T3 ]36:- YA
Mailing/Street Address Telephone # Fax #
Qlaxamdna YA Y alan oy

City and State ° Zip Code | | "Date

Application Received: Date & Fee Paid: $

ACTION - PLANNING COMMISSION:

ACTION - CITY COUNCIL:

07/26/99 p:\zoning\pc-appl\forms\app-sup1
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All applicants must complete this form. Supplemental forms are required for child care facilities, restaurants, automobile oriented
uses and freestanding signs requiring special use permit approval.

1. Theapplicantis (check one) [ ] the Owner [ ] Contract Purchaser
[‘ﬂgssee or []Other: of tfxe subject property.

State the name, address and percent of ownership of any person or entity owning an interest in the applicant, unless the
entity is a corporation or partnership in which case identify each owner of more than ten percent.

e Traddiomal Xelbeeel 18 a
ooy - Slecle \1(?(_})\(\(& &T@@@\b(\.

If property owner or applicant is being represented by an authorized agent such as an attorney, realtor, or other person for
which there is some form of compensation, does this agent or the business in which the agent is employed have a business
license to operate in the City of Alexandria, Virginia?

[] Yes. Provide proof of current City business license
[l No. The agent shall obtain a business license prior to filing application,
if required by the City Code.

2. Submitafloor plan and a plot plan with parking layout of the proposed use. One copy of the plan is required for plans that
are 8%" x 14" or smaller. Twenty-four copies are required for larger plans o if the plans cannot be easily reproduced. The
planning director may waive requirements for plan submission upon receipt of a written request which adequately justifies
awaiver. This requirement does not apply if a Site Plan Package is required. .

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 0’




3.

Special Use Permit # W-OOZ‘:E

The applicant shall describe below the nature of the request in detail so that the Planning Commission and City Council
can understand the nature of the operation and the use, including such items as the nature of the activity, the number and
type of patrons, the number of employees, the hours, how parking is to be provided for employees and patrons, and whether
the use will generate any noise. (Attach additional sheets if necessary)

Q\@Gﬁ& QA0 (Kac&m@A X

10
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General Information.

The Transitional School is &Private Academic School.” It is a small, non-profit high
school (grades 9-12) with a college preparatory curriculum. Accommodations will be
made for any student who needs them according to the Americans with Disabilities Act,
however, The Transitional School is not a special education high school.

The Board of Directors consists of seven members, of whom four are citizens and
residents of the City of Alexandria. A list of Board members is attached.

Size and Hours.

The school will have a total of 16 to 24 students, ages 14-18. The majority of these
students will be residents of Alexandria. There will be two full-time teachers and two
part-time teachers. A minimum of three adults will be with the students at any one time.
School will be in session during the normal school calendar year. School hours are from
10:00-4:00. Classes will not be held at night.

Littering Prevention.

Students will have open lunch three days per week, with permission based on their school
performance. Several steps will be taken in order to prevent littering. 1) A student manual
will detail expected behavior, which includes being respectful of each other, others in the
building, and the community—which includes no littering. 2) We will maintain a trash
receptacle next to the back entrance which students will use during lunch. 3) We will
monitor the area to prevent littering. 4) Open lunch privileges will be suspended for any
student who litters or in any other way acts as a poor citizen of the community.

Parking

The building owner will provide six designated parking spots. Students in grades 9
though 11 will not be allowed to drive to school. Seniors who achieve a certain grade
point average will be allowed to drive, however, we do not anticipate having many
seniors. There are many open parking spaces in the parking lot in addition to our
designated spaces.

Pickup and Drop-off.

Pickup and dropoff will take place in the back parking lot so that students may enter
through the rear entrance and eliminate any congestion at the entrance to the parking lot.
Drivers will enter from the street, drive through the parking lot to the back and proceed
along the back row of parking spots. Drop off will take place alongside the wing of the
building along a 50’ grassy area where there are no parking spots. Up to four cars can be
“stacked” without blocking any parking spots. Beyond that, any parking spots which
were briefly blocked would be designated for The Transitional School. Parents will then
proceed back through the parking lot along the right.

Noise or Other Nuisances.
There will be no noise generated beyond the normal noise also produced by the other
educational programs currently in the building.
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Safety.

The space that The Transitional School has leased is on the first floor of the building at
the end of a hall through a set of glass doors. An exit to the outdoors is adjacent to the
classrooms, and windows also offer a means of egress in the case of an emergency. Fire
extinguishers and smoke alarms will be installed, and teachers will have Red Cross
training.

Board of Directors:
Katherine Keith, NCC, M. Ed.
Emily Pavot, M. Ed.

Elaine Rhymers, LPC, Ed.S.
Patricia Bowman, JD

Denise Freeland, M.A.
Cynthia Spotswood, BA
Karen Bennett
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USE CHARACTERISTICS

4. The proposed special use permit request is for: (check one)
: D( a new use réquiring a special use permit,
[ adevelopment special use permit,
[] an expansion or change to an exisfing use without a special use permit,
[] expansion or change to an existing use with a special use permit,

[] other. Please describe:

5. Please describe the capacity of the proposed use:

A.  How many patrons, clients, pupils and other such users do you expect? Specify time period (i.e., day, hour, or shift).
[2-94 Sltdoals I0GOG-4:100 (\uv‘u\g
I\'\e ﬁ(‘:«\m@.\ %Q\c\cﬁ\ u\cnv . :

B.  How many employees, staff and other personnel do you expect? Specify time period (i.e., day, hour, or shift).
D lenchess i .
ﬂé\m(’\\{q‘(‘(&(o@ %-Eg Q S al Qo C\@M\ \CC,@:& VO .

6. Please describe the proposed hours and days of operation of the proposed use:
Day: Hours:
Mendoas LMD - 40
—_Tuondceo QO -
\Qa;\\\@_\r\ému 10 .00 - 4.0
Twndcea ~ (O~ 20 e
——W‘(dC&M\ ’ 10100 - 4100

7. Please describe any potential noise emanating from the proposed use:

A, Describe the noise levels anticipated from all mechanical equipment and patrons.

O[A  sce #2

B.  How will the noise from patrons be controlled!

D
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—The Swdonl \\&c\c&\m@h e
%\Toa%u @@Q@\bh@]—a ledonl

O .

8.  Describe any potential odors emanating from the proposed use and plans to control them:

o[ A

9. Please provide information regarding trash and litter generated by the use:

A.  What type of trash and garbage will be generated by the use!
aoeeeeal ost Lice Trash

B.  How much trash and garbage will be generated by the use?

C.  How often will trash be collected?

Cb&ﬂc& T(\ B( ;(\ \A( ig (‘8007\\\04&9‘

D.  Howwill you prevent littering on the property, streets and nearby properties!
Ade widl sl WL aa acldees \cash

Qecm?\(d@ To @ég&d\cﬁ

The. 3\udgm\ ‘(\Qﬁc&k:cﬁ‘c. oAl
Qate Toa lhere & To be wo

\ih\_\—e}\t‘go

)4




10.

11

12

Special Use Permit # Zm"{"d)Z‘-!'

Will any hazardous materials, as defined by the state or federal government, be handled, stored, or generated on the
property?

[] Yes. m.

If Yes, provide the name, monthly quantity, and specific disposal method below:

Will any organic compounds, for example paint, ink, lacquer thinner, ot cleaning or degreasing solvent, be handled, stored,
or generated on the property?

[] Yes. | m

If yes, provide the name, monthly quantity, and specific disposal method below:

What methods are proposed to ensure the safety of residents, employees and patrons!

?m\mr :\:‘X‘Q (\m\\g A (re \Dﬂtmu\Q\'\@s 'S

_TQQC&\\QX\Q e Q@d CYCSS Tﬁ@\h&\j

ALCOHOL SALES

13.

Will the proposed use include the sale of beer, wine, or mixed drinks?

NYs  [AG.

If yes, describe alcohol sales below, including if the ABC license will include on-premises andfor off-premises sales.
Existing uses must describe their existing alcohol sales andfor service and identify any proposed changes in that aspect of
the operation.

15
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PARKING AND ACCESS REQUIREMENTS

14, Please provide information regarding the availability of off-street parking:

A.  How many parking spaces are required for the proposed use pursuant to section
8-200 (A) of the zoning ordinance!

Ont. SpALL (/]/o( each Tn dafﬁﬁmﬁv sds.

B.  How many parking spaces of each type are provided for the proposed use:

6 Standard spaces

Compact spaces
Handicapped accessible spaces.

Other.

C.  Where is required parking located? [Wsite [] off-site (check one)

If the required parking will be located off-site, where will it be located:

Pursuant to section 8-200 (C) of the zoning ordinance, commercial and industrial uses may provide off-site parking
within 500 feet of the proposed use, provided that the off-site parking is located on land zoned for commercial or
industrial uses. All other uses must provide parking on-site, except that off-street parking may be provided within
300 feet of the use with a special use permit.

D. Ifareduction in the required parking is requested, pursuant to section 8-100 (A) (4) or (5) of the zoning ordinance,

complete the PARKING REDUCTION SUPPLEMENTAL APPLICATION.

15.  Please provide information regarding loading and unloading facilities for the use:

A.  How many loading spaces are required for the use, per section 8-200 (B) of the
zoning ordinance? __N\) ! A
B.  How many loading spaces are available for the use! 1) l/ A

C.  Where are off-street loading facilities located? _{\ ! A

D.  During what hours of the day do you expect loading/unloading operations to occur!

1Y
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E..  How frequently are loading/unloading operations expected to occur, per day or per week, as appropriate!

o)A

16. s street access to the subject property adequate or are any street improvements, such as a new turning lane, necessary to
minimize impacts on traffic flow!

Q\(\o_& QACCOND 1S Q(\@Q&EJ@

SITE CHARACTERISTICS
17. Wil the proposed uses be located in an existing building? [Q/@ [] No

Do you propose to construct an addition to the building?  [] Yes Ao

How large will the addition be? __I\ )l A square feet.

18.  What will the total area occupied by the proposed use be!

l_b-lgq ft. (existing) + __——_sq. ft. (addition if any) = lﬁ_-,saq ft. (total)

19.  The proposed use is located in: (check one)
[] a stand alone building [] 2 house located in a residential zone [] a warehouse

[] a shopping center. Please provide name of the center:

% office building. Please provide name of the buildiﬁg: %V\(\Qm\(d\ Nac \c%gﬁ)k

[] other, please describe:

q@\\‘(m‘\s \Qu\p\dxhg TR IR @N%U\GM C,\ GVSQL\QQ\

07/26/99 p:\zoning\ pc-appl \ forms\ app-sup1***
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S1aTE CorPORATION COMMISSION

Richmond, January 22, 2004

This is to certify that the certificate of incorporation of

The Transitional School

was this day issued and admitted to record in this office and that
the said corporation is authorized to transact its business subject
to all Virginia laws applicable to the corporation and its business.
Effective date: January 22, 2004

State Corporation Commission
Attest:

U Clerk of the Commission

CIS0313
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4~18-04; 2:54PM; ;703 2890295

ALEXANDRIA GRADUATE EDUCATION CENTER

Department of Planning and Zoning
301 King Street, Room 2100
Alexandria, VA 22314

Attention: Bettina Irps and Valerie Peterson

April 14, 2004
Dear Alexandria Planning and Zoning Commission:
I am writing regarding The Transitional School’s application for a Special Use Permit.

1 strongly believe, as the Clinical Supervisor for The George Washington University’s Alexandria
School Counseling Program, that Alexandria will benefit from the addition of The Transitional
School to our community. The program will offer another positive choice for families of capable
students who need a smaller environment in order to be successful.

. Ihave agreed to serve on the Board of Directors for The Transitional School both because I
. believe in the educational values of the school, and because I am confident that Katherine Keith
will do an excellent job as Director.

Katherine is a graduate of The George Washington University Masters in School Counseling
program here at our Alexandria Campus. She was a very successful student, and has done
excellent work with adolescents since she has graduated. She also has a successful record of
working with the City of Alexandria for the benefit of youth; she founded the Alexandria
Lacrosse Club in 1998, which has since grown into the T.C. Williams Varsity Lacrosse program.

I have known Katherine professionally and personally for years, and know that The Traditional
School, under her leadership, will be an asset for the City of Alexandria for years to come.

Please call if I can answer any additional questions.

Sincerely,

Lois Elaine Rhymers, Ed.S., LPC

A

17758 DUKE STREET, N.W. » ALI’.XANDR[A, VA 22314 » (703) 299-0297 » FAX (703) 299-0295
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KOLLECAS COMPANY LLC

11405 SPUR WHEEL LANE
POTOMAC, MD 20854
(301)983-0682
KOLLECASCOMPANY(@AOL.COM

April 14,2004

To Whom It May Concern:

We have leased units 16,16A and 17 to the The Transitional School,
a learning center for mid-grade students. We did our normal
inquiries for prospective tenants and found this center and its
principal, Katherine Keith, credit worthy and the center compatible
with other schools in our building, to wit, Alexandria City Public
Schools.

Kollecas Company LLC, Landlord

/? / Y f‘ 5
Chris T. Collier, President

29
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NEWS

Katherine

Keith

703-836-8400

New School Set to Open Here

By CARLA BRANCH
GAZETTE

hen the 2004-05

school year begins

in September, Al-

exandria will have

a new high school — the Howard
-Gardner Transitional School.

The school will be located at 25

South Quaker Lane and will have .

an initial enrollment of between

16 and 24 students in grades 9—'

12. The director is Katherine Keith.

“We decided to open the school
because we saw so many teenag-
ers who were not succeeding in
traditional high school environ-
ments,” Keith said. “These are
bright, talented young people who

need a nurturing environment in -

order to succeed.”

The school is named for Howard
Gardner, who created the theory
of multiple intelligences. “Intelli-
gence is not just limited to math,
science and English,” said Emily
Pavot, who will be a mentor
teacher and who will work with
students who have learning dis-
abilities. “Some students who
might not do well on standardized
tests might be able to look around
a room and understand the people
in the room or they might have
very good self awareness. We have
one student, for example, who is
terrific with plants.”

The curriculum will feature ac-
tive; hands-on learning with a fo-
cus on environmental science and
the arts. “Everything is con-
nected,” Keith said. “We will use

. art and environmental science
throughout our entire curricu-
lum.”

Katherine Keith scrubs
windows in preparation of
opening classrooms.

THE SCHOO)L WILL be housed
in space that was previously occu-
pied by the Foundation School.
“We will begin with three fulltime
teachers and will use guest teach-
ers to instruct students in a vari-
ety of subjects,” Keith said. “The
students will hielp design their own
individualized curriculum.”

Classes will begin at 10 a.m. and
will run until 3 p.m. Electives will
be offered one hour prior to school
and one hour after school. One day
a week will be designated for in-
ternships and one day will be used
for feld trips, leaving students in
the classroom for the remaining
three days.

Valerie Wexler, a sophomore, is
thinking about enrolling in the
Transitional School next year. “It
seems like students will get a lot
of individual attention,” Valerie

24
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Olivia, a potential student,
cuts fabric.

said. “I am thinking about com-
ing.”

The tuition will be $13,500 a
year. “Scholarships are available,”
Keith said. “Also, we only take kids
who want to be here. We don’t
want parents to force them to
come.”

WHILE THE curriculum is indi-
vidualized to an extent, it prepares
students for college and is geared
to college admission requirements.
“We will work with the students
on writing essays and the other
things that are required for suc-
ceeding in college,” Keith said.

There will be an open house at
the school on April 28.

For more information, call 703-
836-8400 or visit the web site at
www.thetransitionalschool.org. ©




