
City of Alexandria, Virginia 

DATE: FEBRUARY 4,201 1 

TO: THE HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF CITY COUNCIL 

FROM: JAMES K. HARTMANN, CITY MANAGER 

SUBJECT: CONSIDERATION OF STAFF REPORT ON THE PROPOSAL FROM THE 
VIRIGNIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (VDOT) TO 
CONSTRUCT A HIGH OCCUPANCY VEHICLE (HOV) RAMP 
(ALTERNATIVE F) AT SEMINARY ROAD AND 1-395 

ISSUE: Request to support advancement of Alternative F and elimination of Alternative G from 
the Scope for Long Range Road Improvements Analysis related to the BRAC-133 Project. 

RECOMMENDATION: That City Council receive this report and schedule it for consideration 
on Saturday, February 12, following the briefing by VDOT representatives. 

On February 12, I recommend that City Council: 

(1) Endorse the recent action by the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) to 
advance implementation of a High Occupancy Vehicle (H0V)ltransit ramp Alternative F 
(Attachment 1) at Seminary Road and 1-395; and 

(2) Indicate that Council also concurs with the elimination of Alternative G (Attachment 2) 
from further analysis. 

DISCUSSION: VDOT has been conducting an analysis of long term road improvements to 
mitigate the traffic impacts of the BRAC-133 facility being constructed at the Mark Center, 
which is due to open on September 15, 201 1. The City and the federal Office of Economic 
Adjustment have been paying for these studies. Various studies have demonstrated the likely 
adverse impacts on traffic operations of this facility, with 6,400 personnel arriving and leaving 
daily. In a letter dated February 2, 20 1 1 (Attachment 3), VDOT announced its decision to 
advance and fund the construction of an HOVItransit ramp at the Seminary Road and 1-395 
interchange, consistent with Alternative F. While VDOT made its HOT Lanes announcement at 
the same time, this HOVItransit ramp is a separate project. The cost estimate for Alternative F is 
$80 million to $90 million. VDOT estimates that the project could commence in late 2012. 



VDOT is recommending elimination of Alternative G for the following reasons: 

1. The necessary traffic operations analyses would require an additional 3-6 months; 
2. The cost for Alternative G is estimated to be $1 80 million to $200 million which is more 

than double the estimate for Alternative F; 
3. The aesthetic impacts of a flyover at this location; 
4. The ramp operational characteristics of Alternatives F and G are comparatively similar; 

and 
5. Alternative G is a more complicated project and would take much longer to construct. 

With the elimination of Alternative G from further analysis, VDOT expects to greatly expedite 
the construction of the HOVItransit ramp at Seminary Road and 1-395 will begin in 2012. 
VDOT has requested that Council support elimination of Alternative G from further analysis. 
Staff supports this request. VDOT staff will be available at the Saturday, February 12,201 1, 
City Council meeting to provide an overview and address Council's questions. 

FISCAL IMPACT: VDOT has indicated that it would seek federal funds (such as Defense 
Access Roads funding) to pay for this Seminary Road ramp, and even if federal funding does not 
occur, or occurs only in part, that the State will find the balance through the issuance of Garvee 
bonds. The State is handling this project as if fully funded and plans to proceed expeditiously to 
implement it. 

ATTACHMENTS: 
Attachment 1 : Alternative F 
Attachment 2: Alternative G 
Attachment 3: Letter from Secretary Connaughton 

STAFF: 
Mark Jinks, Deputy City Manager 
Richard J. Baier, P.E., LEED AP, Director, T&ES 
Abi Lerner, P.E., Deputy Director, T&ES 
David B. Grover, BRAC Coordinator, T&ES 



Attachment 1 



Attachment 2 



ATTACHMENT 3 

I hr: 1 lonoruble 3hmon liltlhr\,i, ('hir~rman 
I airfhx C'ounty Hoard of Supewisurs 
12000 Ciotcrrimefrt C'tntcr Pat k w y ,  
Yutte 5 $0 
i a~rt i lx ,  Vrrg~nia 77035 0 0 7  I 

I hc I lono~ahlc I'orey A. Stewart, C'hainnan 
I'rince W~lliain County Board o f  Snperv~surs 
1 C'ounty C'omplcx ('ourt 
Prince Williarn, VA  22 192 

I he I lorlorable 1.. Mark I~udenhcfer, ('hairman 
Ctdifr)rd C'oi~rttq Uuartl 01' S i ~ p c r ~  i s o n  
3 I cgal Court 
5telri)rti. Virginia 22554 

I lie l lonor;~hlc Bct~j~rnln 1 I'il ts, C'lii~ ~ntran 
Slxflsy IL ;ifria l3oarJ c>t'Sclper\ i w m  
PO 13ox 99 
Spot.;y I\ :inis, V, t  21553 

Subject: .ldvuncing ;Yew i-05 tlCdVi IfOT 1,ancu Project, IiOV/lranait ramp ict %lark Center 

l k , ~  ('h,rtr~n,tn Ih l l o~ ,~ .  'Llajor izuillc. C'hair lniln / i~r i tnc.r tn~~~~,  t 'Ilainnnn Yteu:rrt, 
( hirinnan Ili~denhc.fcr, C"harrman Pirts, dttd htnqor l o~nfak: 

I I-;iIlic congsatitrn ill !he I-95'305 comtlor i q  ricga~ivelq ifr~pactinp, the cconomy atld quslitj of life t~r ' th~" 
ckrtron.; ol'jour Iocdlitie5. (irowt~ig rmplatytiicnt at n~rl~!rrrq 4tes al'rectcd by thc Dwc Kcsligr~~iiont arid 
I:la)\u~c : \ c~  ( I~KXC'I is bringi~ig new quirlit) jobs t o  thc rcgiun, but tie ,Ire ii~rrcntly urrequiplxd Lo ri~cct 
tlic rcwiting Irnlr\potTiltltw r~c.cd\. 

[ pgrddc\ to tlt~s cr I ~ I C , ~  ~ o r r ~ ~ i o r  IIMLC I~cen tlclaycd tor It)(> long. I he C'or~~rnot~ucalth I $  r * ~ h ~ n g  ~t~ir l i rd~atc  
Jctlort 10 ,tdc.lncc. p d c h ~ g c  o I  tr,tyrt,\cmcnt, lu nJtlrc.\s ~ticse ~ r i ~ ~ c a l  11ced5 ll~id hr~ng  cunge\tion ~cllcf 
,II ILI  ttt ' \+ [I,IICI L I I O I C C %  to I ~ C  1cp1011 

f 1 'v 1 15 ~ ~ l ~ ! ~ k ~ f l l ~ ~  I IlcW !"*$? I ! ( ) \  1 1 0  1 1 d!lc$ ~ ' ~ I I ~ C L I  dfld ~ C $ ~ ~ I I I I I I ~  T ~ I C  C ~ I ! I I C ~ I I I ~ I C I ~ I ~ ~ ~  

re\ rcn 1 1 r c ~ ~ i s  ~o crt,tbic ~ h c  Ijrojccf It) 1110be for\katd ti) clelite an I I( )V I I 0  I I ~1ilc.r 

t\cti\orh or1 1-05 tic.t~~ (iarrisonv~llc R o d  in Sratf;,rti County to i,dsall Kuad in I:,itrf;r?c 
( 1 1 1 1 \ t > .  1 \  \ L C [ \  ,IS l111k ~l tc  lillles rltrcttlq to t l ~ c  Ilew I--195 C'dp~~al f k l t \ \ n >  I 1 0  I I .ines 
'ind into I +<on% f 'ornet 



I 2 )  V l X  ) l IS ,itf\:rnc.~rtg plans to ct~n5truct a direct ramp t'rt)~n tlie cxict~rig I IOV l;~nes 011 1- 
i0)S t i) 5e1ltina1~ Road \+hich \el11 conrrccl the growing btark Center bite to this expanded 
regtc~ial tr:lnsit ;ind 1IC)V rict\\ork, I he rilllip b i l l  bc restricted to trr~nhit .lnd I IOV use 
c)rl ly 

( 4 )  I tic ( ' c ~ ~ ~ i ~ n ~ ~ ~ i \ \ ~ i ~ l t h  i s  \$orking M ~ t t i  'tt'fi'ctcd Inciilitie, to doc lop  and f m d  1':lrh "t KlJc 
cupanslons ;inJ transit serbicc to Jiclp nt;rxirni/.e this ricw t lOV1I101' rtctw)rk 

V I I O  I' p r o  ~ousl) rle\cloyxct ~ h c  1-951395 f 1 0 V ~ 1  It) I' 1,ancs project to eup;ind hightkay capacity, er1h;rrlct: 
curpo~)i~ng opportunities, rirlct tirrld triinsit in thc corridur. I'nfo~-iutiritely, the project has 1xen wverely 
clclajcd t1uc to 3 Iaiksuit tiled b, ,lrlitigton Corrnty, 1 . h ~  delay has had a Jctrimcntril impact or1 thc timing, 
\cope and prwatc tinii~~ces a,!. the project its originallj cnvisioncd. 

I tic C'ommonwralth hils worked tbr more than 18 motiths to rewlke :\rlington Clounb's la*suit against 
rllc prctjcct &lid inrl~v1Ji1'11~ i i l~\irl \c.rf  in thc prrqocl. I)r.\pitc ctlilrt\ on 110th sidcs ot'tlic dii;putc, \kt. ha\c 
k e n  unable to reacl~ s settlctnent ngrcernent, 

VIX) 1' has inrtintcd it new 1 IOV t 10?' I.;tnes project so thr~t  MC can t~ io te  ti)~*i~rOi and deliter critical 
imprr~+cmcnt\ to tlrc rcpian quickI>. VIXYI' w1I1 undertuke an untirt~rinienfal re\ i c ~  prrxcss fi)r the 
project illat wrlt cxtcrrd :rnd ridd capacity t o  the 1IOL' I:utus on 1-93 to crointe itn t lOV/I  I0 I' I rlncs r~et\+vrk 
rrorn the b ic in~t j  ot l+.clsall K o d  irr Fairflu; County to Ciarrisun+~lle Road in Statti>rd County. Ilre project 
\k i l l  also ,icld net\ irccess points and cc)nncct dircctly to the 1- 105 Capital Heltwny i i 0  T I .ants, currently 
trrrder con\lru~lroli 

1 he ncw 110 I I :{nus prt,jc.ct ~ 1 1 1  not include ot  gina ally p lan~~cd cant;lruction of s ~ x  rri~les i ~ f  IfOL;110 I 
1 .~ne\ on I-?U5 in i\lc.x;~~itlriir or .\rlington County or upgrades lo hey intercliangt.s at Yhirlinptun and 
!':id\ Ctrcut in  < l r l~ngtsn C'OUIY?) I'hosc lanes wi l l  continue to bc: restricted fu f IOV, transit. cligiblc 
h l  brt~l\, ,ltid ~n~rtorcycles c i i ~  if)$ r11c11 t~ i )ur .~ 

I'he new 1-45 11OViilO I- I.;tncs project \till also re l ioe  crne ul'the uorst trat'fie balnlenecks in the region 
wltcru ~ h t .  esrsting I IOV 1:tnes currently e ~ ~ d  at LZumfrtcs. Actlee management and djnamic; to t l~ng w ~ l l  
he r rsd  to rnnrrtlgc traffic ircrcw\ fhi. tlC)V/f iO I' nctwrk,  enti'ince incident rcqwnse, procide reliable 
trabcl 11mc.s. dnd ~ C ~ U C C  \ i~latl)rs. Cirrpools vtlcrth thrcc or Inclrc people, eunpaols arid transit ~chiclcs %ill  
h a ~ e  Irce ~tccc.is tu the t IOL'!iIO I I .,inex ttctrkork. 

I I ) c  rtcn prujcct KL I I  LIC.I(C \C"IIII~CI~, rcl;~ctfial netuork of 'n~nrla~cd lanes connectrrip the 1-05 and 
(':lpi!al 13c.It~v;ij corriilors anti serve V~rpinia's grtJu ing employment centers and irirlrtar) sites, i~icluding 
I SWIS Cortler, I I. t k l ~ o t r ,  iind d)uanlico. I he network *ill creite a free-llo\s~ng pailr for transit and 
11ro\ 111s ihe leglam'+ crcl\clc.~ \ ncie opt~on\. ~t iclud~rig Ijrsl-tilr~c oppct~zunities tbr carpooling dtid transit in 
111d11). lo~~t lar l ls  

Itje ('~~rnrrion\~cal~l.r \\rll nark \ ~ ~ t l i  local jur~\di~t ions 111 the geogr:rptitcat itrca ofthe new P~OICCI to 
tinliltre and ~ L J I ) ~  I'itrk LY: K~t l c  c..ipariU;lons iind transrt Inrpro$c.rrtents to he dcli~crccl 111 parallcl \&rth tkc 
I It )b 10 I 1 .II~C\ p r tqc~ l  

',~tic~.trrs~t~l?. V lj(Yl' 111 proccc'i b t  it11 pl;tt~\ 11) CCI I IS~~UG~ 3 nett ~ ~ ~ ~ g I c - l : ~ n c ,  rc\crsiblc s:it~~p to c ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i e c t  
rlic c ~ i d i n g  I IOV I;rncc on 1".3Vi t o  Ycminctry Ktjiid. ' l h i s  ramp ~ e i l l  prtwidc direcl I iOV and rr;~nsir acccss 
Ir ,  Se~n~nary Noad to ;lcltiress tltc :irlticipotcJ i~ i i j? i~c(  of'the openirig OF tlic fI.K:1C: 1;rcility at the Mark 
C'cfitcr I hc rittiip \ t i l l  be ctpc~i only t c r  t lOV ;inJ t r i i~~sit .  



\\'c ,ire C ~ ~ I I I I I ~ I ! ~ ~ ~  10 \bc)rAi~ig c o l l : ~ h ~ r : ~ t i \ c l y  I\ it11 l<)c:~l j~rr is~Jict iot \s  011 IIIC 11cu 1-05 I t <  )V!l I( ) . I% I , i~ ics  
project sctrpc s ~ r d  S c t ~ ~ i t ~ i ~ r j  K t ~ r d  t IOV'lransit rrtrlrp to ellsure mr. ircldress the ncctls of;rcijaccnt 
c o ~ i ~ r ~ i i i ~ i i l i r . s  : t~id :)I1 tra\.elcrs. includiug c.:~rpool~rs. sluggers. irnd transit ol)t.r;~tors. 

I'I)O I 1 ~ 1 1 1  ,II~?IIIII L!IC\C I I I I ~ ~ I ~ ~ I ~ ' C ' I I I ' C ' I I ~ \  .I\ two  \cl);lt;ttc .IIIIC~I~~I~ICII~~ to thi\  )u;lr'\ \a t~on i i l  (*;tpr(,il 
ftcgtc)n f ~na l~c i . i l l )  C ' c ~ ~ ~ > t ~ : ~ i n c d  I 1~11g-Kii1ig~ I 'r i~r~q>o~t; i l i (ar l'liill. We MIII \(1011 CL)IIIIII~I~CC ;J \cries of 
rtlchnical ~c \ s ions  {kith local i~ l r i \d ic t ion  \taft' i lnd trthcr ~t ; rkchol t ler~ ti> provirle more Jctai l  on tliu dcsign 
,iiid t~per;ttii~n\ I>\UCC \$c kncm ,ire imporl:int to ytrri iirrd j o u r  cuilstitucnts. I h e w  priorities i~lctude, but 
,Ire rtot l i tnited to, is51ics \uch ah nccers points, t rauic oprstiorrs, irrtcrfaees \\ i th udjacent r cs~dw i l~s .  n u l w  
Lihit~crncnt, 5,iti.ry J I I ~  incldetir 1~1sn;igerncnt. ctomiuatcr illanagemcnt. i I ~ e  el f ic icnt  mo\emcnt uf rrnnsit 
a cIirc.lc.s. ; r r d  I t lnp-(rnn scrr ice cli1'11ity on tile 1 l O V / l l O  I' r lctf iork 

VI Io ' l '  .ind i ts  Ililrfners IIJLC I;~unchcd a retlcwod co~n~nunicat ior ls  and outrcacb propr;lm to Lecp re~ idet i ts  
,111d 1rabclt.r~ i n  ti)rrncd 21s the new 1-95 t IOV 'I 4 0  l project :tiid Seminarq Road t tOV 'transit r;nmp proceed. 
L I )O I \+~ l l  hc,.;t i i f i t u ~ ~  i r r l i~r '~~t ; i t ic~n t n c c t i ~ ~ g ~  , i ~  pKwt 0l'Ihc c r ~ t ~ r o n n ~ c n r u l  r c b i r ~  prc>c.es~ l i~ r  ttic 
Irtlpn,terllerils. currcr~t ly  L ~ ~ ~ ~ i c ~ p a t c d  to  tw hcld 111 late 201 I. 

V 1)O I c'u}=ct\ to cc~rr~plctc fcdcral ~ r o l t m ~ ~ i l i i l  re$ iew reiluircbrncnls Ib r  lhc ~ ICH I i O V , l  tC) I I .BI~CS ii11d 
to  hr prqxlrrcll ttr bcy~n c~ t l i ~ t ruc t l o r i  hq the 2012 coti\tructirm seaatrn, I:n\ironmenrlzl rcv iew ore 
c.rpcclcd to b c y n  t8,r the fictr I IOL ' t ~ a ~ i b ~ t  r;itlrp 3t Setlirli,ir> K o , ~  i n  201 I. \\IIII c o i ~ r ~ r u c t i o n  
conltnci lcl l ig +ih cdrly d\ ,\(I 12. 

I hc d ' c ~ n r t ~ ~ o n \ ~ c ; r l t i ~  \\ t l l  prcrb ~ d c  f l ~ ~ u l i n g  t o  strpyc)r.t thc irnprosulncnts, : i l o ~ ~ y  wirh '1 \ ~ rb~ r : l r~ l i n l  cyui ty 
cornmrtrncnt trom the pribnte .sector for the IIOVBIiO I' I.anes project. 

1 r,pcthrr, rhcse i n i p r t ~ ~ c t ~ ~ c t i t ~  will he crit ical first \fcps in VlXYf's cl'fort to ultitnatcly rxrct ld the 
1 I O V  110 1 l . : t~~c\  11c1~tork I\) ' i p r ) t * y l \ ~ ~ ~ ~ i i  C'OIIIIIY. 

\ , I \ +  I\ the tlrl lc to crtlrlrcib the rlrgcnl ~r;~rt\pctrtaricm ~ i ccds  in [lie 1 - 0  corrttltbr i t  i s  c r ~ t l c ~ l  t o  the q ~ ~ ; f l ~ t y  
o l  I ~ f e  (d t.ur c ~ t l ~ c n s  ,ir~rf to o u r  ccorrc~ttlic prosperity, Wc  laok li!rward to  w r r r k~ny  ct)llobor;dively with 
j ~ t u  to ndtuncr. this llltptsrt,irlt i~ath:~gc ot ' i~npro~enicrr ts.  

scan I.. ~'onti;~tr~kc)(n 

t 'c. klcli ihcrs. , i lc-\; t~~tlr i ; t  ( ' i ty  (.'ot;ncil 
L le l t~ lwrs.  i \ r l i n ~ t c ~ c i  ('uuoty 1311ard 
ale~nhers, F:~~rtlts ( . 'o~r i~ t )  ffoartl o f  Sl.ipcn iscrrs 
tfciirhcrs. l'rincc W i l l i a ~ n  ( ' 'oitntj 1$~1urd ot' Sril>cr~i.;ori 
h l c ~ ~ i i l ~ r s .  . !~I: I~~(?FL! t . 'o~ l t t f j  i30;trL! ot'S~~pcrvi:,ors 
X l c~ l i hc~c .  N p o t j  Iv;inii~ ( oortty I3oar(! t t f  \ti per\ ~;c>rs 
Mcrithcrs, I;rc:rfcric k.;brrrg i.'ity ('ouncil 

I l ic I I ~ t t ~ o r i ~ h I e  C l r c g t y i  A ,  \Vl~ir ley. ( , ' ~ ~ I I I I I ~ I ~ ~ ~ ~ I ~ I c ~ ,  V i rg i~ i i a  l l c ~ ~ ; i r ~ t l ~ c ~ i t  ( 1 1 '  I ' r i i r ~ s l > ~ ~ r t i ~ [ ~ ~ t i  
I l r .  C l ; ~ l  koslc!;. r ' l , icl 'f.rtqi~\ccr. Vi~.gir l i i i  I)ep:irl~nent t~f"rrcl!tspc~r.t:ilion 



COA Contact Us: BRAC 133 
william.euille, fiankfannon, kerry.donley, 
alicia.hughes, delpepper, paulcsmedberg, rose.boyd, 

Karen German to: 
jackie.henderson, elainescott, rob.krupicka, 

021071201 1 04:24 PM 

linda.owens, elizabeth.jones 
Please res~ond to Karen German 

Issue Type: 

First Name: 

Last Name: 

Street Address: 

City: 

State: 

Zip: 

Phone: 

Email Address: 

Subject: 

Time: [Mon Feb 07,2011 16:24:53] Message ID: [27504] 

Mayor, Vice Mayor, and Council Members 

Karen 

German 

1475 N Highview Lane, Unit 307 

Alexandria 

V A 

2231 1 

202-371-7121 

kdgerman@gmail.com 

BRAC 133 

Good day - I heard last week that VDOT approved construction of a new ramp 

from 1-395 to the Mark Center Dept. of Defense complex (currently under 

contruction) off of Seminary Road. As a resident in that area, I was 

thrilled to hear this! However, reports are that construction on the ramp 

is slated to begin at some point in 2012, yet the DOD complex is expected 

to be up and running in September 201 1. Everyone in my community 

(Townsquare at Millbrook) feels the opening of the complex should be 

delayed until the road work is completed. I would like to know what I can 
Comments: 

do to voice my opinion and keep abreast of the situation. Are residents 

permitted to attend the BRAC Advisory Group meetings to voice our concerns? 

(I believe the next one is scheduled for Feb 16 at 7:00 pm) Would that be 

the best route? I would greatly appreciate hearing from you with any 

advice and insight you can share -Thank you in advance for your kind 

consideration! 

Best regards, 



Karen German 



COA Contact Us: 395 HOT Lanes 
williarn.euille, frankfannon, keny.donley, alicia.hughes, 

Greg Cota to: delpepper, paulcsmedberg, rose.boyd, jackie.henderson, 02/07/2011 02:03 PM 
elaine.scott, rob.krupicka, linda.owens, elizabethjones 

Please respond to Greg Cota - --------- -- --me- - ".."- 

Issue Type: 

First Name: 

Last Name: 

Street Address: 

City: 

State: 

Zip: 

Phone: 

Email Address: 

Subject: 

Time: [Mon Feb 07,2011 14:03:40] Message ID: [27499] 

Mayor, Vice Mayor, and Council Members 

Greg 

Cota 

1142 Valley Drive 

Alexandria 

V A 

22302 

703931 0981 

grcota@hotmail.com 

395 HOT Lanes 

Thank you very much for your steadfast opposition to the installation of 

HOT lanes on 1-395 through Alexandria. We especially appreciated your show 

of support by passing the city council resolution against the project and 

by attending our VDOT public meeting and our HOT Dog Roast back in 2009. 

My neighbors and I in Parkfairfax were very pleased with VDOT's recent 

announcement that the 395 portion of the project would be shelved - and 

that attention would be turned to addressing the impending traffic 
Comments: 

nightmare at the BRAC site. 

We hope that Arlington will continue its 

lawsuit until VDOT and the Federal Highway Administration rescind the 

wrongfully granted Categorical Exclusion for the HOT lanes project - and we 

hope that you will support Arlington in these efforts. 

Thanks again, 

Greg Cota 
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Fw: Alexandria City Council support of GARVEE bonds for 1-395 ramp from HOV lanes 
to Seminary Road 
Michele Evans 
to: 
Jackie Henderson 
02/10/2011 10:42 AM 
Cc: 
Christopher Bedwell 
Show Details 

Follow up from Feb 8 council meeting 

From: Bernard Caton 
Sent: 02/10/2011 10:31 AM EST 
To: vasenate35@aol.com; district30@senate.virginia.gov; DelAEbbin@house.virginia.gov; david.englin@gmail.com; 

DelCHerring@house.virginia.gov 
Cc: City Council; Jim Hartmann; Michele Evans; Mark Jmks; Rich Baier; Abi Lerner; David Grover 
Subject: Alexandria City Council support of GARVEE bonds for 1-395 ramp from HOV lanes to Seminary Road 

Senators and Delegates--1 spoke to each of you (or your aides) yesterday about the City's support for GARVEE 
funding, contained in the Governor's transportation package, for the ramp from the 1-395 HOV lanes to Seminary 
Road. Below is a letter from the Mayor reiterating City Council's support for this position. Bernie Caton 

Senators Saslaw and Ticer 
Delegates Ebbin, Englin, and Herring 

February 10, 201 1 

Subject: Access to Mark Center & BRAC-133 site from 1-395 HOV lanes 

Dear Dick, Patsy, Adam, David, and Charniele: 

As you know, one of the most serious transportation issues facing the City of 
Alexandria is access to the new BRAC-133 facility at the Mark Center. The City and 
VDOT have developed a list of short and medium-term projects (widening roads, 
providing additional turn lanes, etc.) that will help reduce congestion on some of the 
roads surrounding Mark Center (although these improvements are still unfunded), 
and it is working with the Department of Defense on transit alternatives to help with 
the anticipated congestion in the area. 

One of the most pressing needs is access to and from the Mark Center area from 
the 1-395 HOV lanes. The City has worked with VDOT, and continues to do so, to 
identify an appropriate means of providing such access. As you know, VDOT 
announced last week that it is proceeding with the planning for, and ultimately the 
construction of, a reversible ramp to get BRAC-133 workers, as well as others who 
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work in the vicinity, to and from the HOV lanes. Since this will serve only transit and 
high occupancy vehicles, it should provide a significant benefit to those who live and 
work in the area by reducing traffic congestion. 

The biggest obstacle to the provision of access to the HOV lanes has been the lack 
of funding. 

The City was told last week that VDOT will seek federal funds for the project, but 
will itself provide whatever funds the federal government does not contribute (up to 
the full cost of the project). The source of these funds would be the federal Grant 
Anticipation Revenue Notes (GARVEES) that are provided for in the Governor's 
transportation legislation. I understand that this legislation has passed both the 
Senate and the House in different forms, although both provide for GARVEES. The 
City Council discussed this legislation last night, and Council supports the 
GARVEES portion of the legislation. 

As the House and Senate work to reconcile their different versions of the 
Governor's legislation in the remaining weeks of Session, I ask that you support the 
GARVEE provisions. With the GARVEES, we believe the State will be able to 
provide a significant component to addressing the traffic demand that will come with 
BRAC-133. 

If you have questions about this issue, please contact Bernie Caton or me. 

Sincerely, 

Bill El-~ille 
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