
EXHIBIT NO. ~ J..O

3-13-}c;t
City of Alexandria, Virginia

MEMORANDUM

DATE: MARCH 7, 2012

TO: THE HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF CITY COUNCIL

FROM: RASHAD M. YOUNG, CITY MANAGER:»t'

SUBJECT: CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION TO ESTABLISH AN AD HOC
TOWING SERVICES CONTRACT ADVISORY BOARD

ISSUE: Establish an Ad Hoc Towing Services Contract Advisory Board to make
recommendations to City Council on the provisions of the contract for City-authorized towing
services rendered to the City, per the State Code requirements, and make recommendations
concerning the amount the City will allow towing companies to charge for trespass tows from
private property.

RECOMMENDATION: That the City Council:

(1) Adopt the attached resolution (Attachment 1) establishing a five-member ad hoc advisory
board consisting of two representatives of the local towing industry, two citizens and one
representative from the Alexandria Police Department to review the existing contract and
make recommendations to City Council on the appropriate provisions to be included in
the terms and conditions of the new five-year contract for towing services utilized by
various City agencies as required by State Code; and

(2) Authorize the City Clerk and Clerk of Council to advertise the vacancies.

DISCUSSION: Section 46.2-1217 of the Virginia State Code requires that a local jurisdiction
appoint an advisory panel of citizens from the local towing community, general public, and the
local law enforcement agency to review and make recommendations relative to the specifications
contained in any contract for City-authorized towing services. City Council appoints the Towing
Advisory Board as they do other boards and commissions. Towing advisory boards were
established in the past for previous city towing contracts. The current City contract with Henry's
Wrecker Service expires on September 30, 2012. This advisory board must be in place and make
its recommendations to City Council before the City awards a new contract for towing services.
This board should be ready to review the towing contract specifications by April 1, 2012, so that
the board's recommendations can be reviewed by City agencies in time for City Council
approval in May 2012. This will provide enough time to advertise and award a new contract
before the existing contract expires. The Purchasing Agent will be responsible for the final
contract award decision, in consultation with the user agencies, following an open, competitive



bidding process. Convening the board will allow review of the rates set by the City for private
tows, which has not been reviewed in some time. The ad hoc board will be dissolved after City
Council receives the report and new trespass tow rates are set.

The main function of the proposed Towing Advisory Board will be to review contract
specifications and trespass tow rates. There is no need to have a full time board except when
changes to the city's towing and impounding operations are being considered.

FISCAL IMPACT: None.

ATTACHMENTS:
Attachment I: Proposed Resolution
Attachment 2: Virginia State Code Section 46.2-1217

STAFF:
Bruce Johnson, Chief of Staff
Mark Jinks, Deputy City Manager
Richard J. Baier, P.E., LEED AP, Director, T&ES
Abi Lerner, P.E., Deputy Director, T&ES
Bob Garbacz, Division Chief, Transportation, T&ES
Jackie M. Henderson, City Clerk and Clerk of Council

2



Attachment 1

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, State Code Section 46.2-1217 of the Code of Virginia requires local governing
bodies to appoint an advisory board to advise the governing body with regard to the appropriate
provisions of the tenns ofthe jurisdiction's towing services contract; and

WHEREAS, the current City of Alexandria's towing services contract will expire September 30,
2012 and a new contract must be rebid consistent with the provisions ofthe Code of Virginia;
and

WHEREAS, the Code of Virginia requires the appointment of an advisory board which will
include representatives of local law enforcement agencies, towing and recovery operators, and
the general public.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Alexandria City Council establishes a five-
member Ad Hoc Towing Services Contract Advisory Board to review the current contract for
City-authorized towing services in the City and make recommendations to City Council
regarding the appropriate provisions to be included in the tenns and conditions of the new five-
year contract.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Ad Hoc Towing Services Contract Advisory Board will
be dissolved upon the receipt of its report to City Council.

Adopted:

WILLIAM D. EUILLE, MAYOR

ATTEST:

Jacqueline M. Henderson, MMC
City Clerk and Clerk of Council



Attachment 2

§ 46.2-! 2 i 7. Local gove!1\iug body may regulate certain towing.

The govuning body of any county, dty, or town by ordinnnce may regu!ate services rendered pursuant to police
towing requests hy any business engaged in the towing or storage oftJJ1;utended, abandoned, or immobile vehides.
The ordmnnce nuty include dcline<ltion of service are<ls It}f towing services, the limitation of the numlx:r of pcrsotH'
eng<lgcd in towing s(.'�-vices in any including the cre<ltion of one or more exclusive service areas, and the
spedikation of (.'quipmem to be used pmviding towing service, The governing body of <IllYcounty, city, or town
may contract for services rendered pllrSIJ<ln! to a police towing request wilh one Of more businesses engaged in the
towing or slOrage of unattended, abandoned, or hnmobile vehicles. The wntraclmay specify the fees or charges to
be paid by the owner (1f operator of a lowed vehicle 10 the person undertaking its lowing or storage and may
prescribe the geogr;Jp!ncaJ arc;! to be served by each person providing tn\ving services. The county, city, or town
may establish criteria for eligibility of pers(}f}s to enter Imo towing services eontraelS and, in il$ di$cretion, may itself

pr<1vidt' exclusive lowing ,1I1dstorage service fix police-requested towing of unattended, abandoned, (}f immohiJe
vehicks, Such criteria shall, !tJr drivcrs of lOW trucks and lOwing and recovery operators, be no !css restrictivc than
Ihose estabhshed pursuanl to Chapler 28 {* t~t se'!,) oflhis line and reguJ;ttions adopted pursuam lhereto.

Prior to adopting an (,rdinanee or entering into a emHraCIpursuam 10dus se-ction, the local governing body shal!
appoint an advisory board to advise the govcming body wilb regard to the appropriate provi5i(}f}s of the ordinan<.~e or
terms of the conlract The advisory board shall mdudc rcpresentnlives of local Jaw-entbrcement agencies, towing
and recovery operators, and lhc genera! pubJ ic

"Police.requested or "policc towing request," as used in this section, includes aB requests made by a law.
cn!brcement officer county, dty, or town or a State Police ofllccr within the county, city, or town pursuant
to this article or Article 2 (§ et Sl~q.j chapter and reques!!\ made by a law.en!hrcement
onicer at the of the owner or operator of an unattended, alxmdoned. ur immobile vehicle, when no
service provider requested by such ownt:! or operator.

If an unattended, abandoned, or imlllnbiJc vebide is loca!cd $(\ as to impede the free Oow of traffic on a bighway
declnred by resolmio[) of the Commonwenllh Transportalion Board to be a pWlion of the interstate highway system
and a law-enfon:t'menl oBker detennines, in Ins dIscretion, tJm! thc busit1t"ss or businesses authorized to undertake
the towing or storage of thc vehide pursuant to an ordinanee or contnlcl ndoPled pursuant 10 this sec!ioncannOl
respund in a manner, thc law'enforcement omcer may reqnest tuwing or storage service from a towing or
storage business thart those authorizcd by such ordinance m contract

If an unattended, abandoned, or lIlnnobde vebicle is towed as the (('Suitof a request, the owner or
person having control of the business or property to whid11he vehide is towed shal! al!ow the owrwr of the vdnde
or {Jther towing and hostlless, upon presentation of a written requcst thcrefor from the owner o( the

In have access 10 the Ibr the pmpos<.'of inspecting or lOwing the \'Chide to another location fix the
of repair, storage, or For tbc oflhis scction,"owner of the vdlide" nWims11per>on who (ij

vesledownership,dominion,m tttJc to the (ii) is Ihe';wthori7edagem of th..,owner as dc!inedin clause
U); or (Iii) is an empJoyee, or rq)resentath'(~ of an insurance any party mvohcd in a
collision that resnhed in i! Inw wbn repr<.'sentsin writing insurance (ompany has obtained
the ora! or wriaen consent of the owner or his agent or the ksst'e of the vehieJc to obtain possession of the
vehicle. It shaH be lInJawfuJfor any IUwinqand businessto refuse to releasea vehide to tht~owneras
defined in tbis s,:ction UPO!]tender: d, fllJ! ' lawful (ash, insurance compan;>'cbt'ck,
cer1ified chcek, monev order. at k'ust one mcd, recognized credit cards. or additional
methods of paynrem approved by the Board. Therealter. lowing and "busint'Ss rdiJSes to release the
vebide, !bwfecbargesrelated to storageor handlingof the vchide by such and recoveryhnsinessshaH be
suspt'nded and no longer payabk.

The vebicle owner who has vested dominion, or titic to thc vdtick sbail imIcmm(v and hold hannless the
lowing and recovery operillor from any and liabJlily f(.r the \'Chich: to vehicle owner as defined in
this scction for inspecting or towing the vehidc to another jocation the pnrpose repair. storage. or dispoSiIL



RESOLUTION NO. 2491 

WHEREAS, State Code Section 46.2- 12 17 of the Code of Virginia requires 
local goveming bodies to appoiiit an advisory board to advise the goveming body 
with regard to the appropriate provisions of the terms of the jurisdiction's towing 
services contract; and 

WHEREAS, the current City of Alexandria's towing services contract will 
expire Septerrlber 30, 2012 and a new contract must be rebid consistent with the 
provisions of the Code of Virginia; and 

WHEREAS, the Code of Virginia requires the appointment of an advisory 
board which will include representatives of local law enforcement agencies, towing 
and recovery operators, and the general public. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Alexandria City 
Council establishes a five-member Ad Hoc Towing Services Contract Advisory 
Board to review the current contract for City-authorized towing services in the City 
and make recommendations to City Council regarding the appropriate provisions 
to be included in the terms and conditions of the new five-year contract. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Ad Hoc Towing Services Contract 
Advisory Board will be dissolved upon the receipt of its report to City Council. 

Adopted: March 13, 2012 

LIAM D. EUILLE MAYOR 

ATTEST: 


