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GAINING SOME PERSPECTIVE ON THE LAND USE & ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT OF OLD TOWN’S 1/4-ACRE UNION STREET DOG PARK

The Potomac River, which is the second largest tributary to the Chesapeake Bay, drains
11,570 square miles (7,404,800 acres) of diverse physiography. Geology and land use in
the basin are important contributors to water-quality characteristics of the river. Major
water-quality issues in the upper basin are coal mining, forestry, raw- and treated-sewage
efffuent, acid precipitation, and toxic substances such as dioxin from paper mills.

One-third of all river sites tested in the Potomac headwaters of West Virginia exceed
bacteria safety standards. West Virginia has no program for regulating environmental
pollution from poultry, which produces about 155,000 tons of manure each year. The
headwaters of the Potomac River have long been home to West Virginia agriculture, with
poultry and cattle farms dominating the countryside. Major food corporations have been
the driving force behind agricultural expansion, with Wampler Foods' chicken processing
plant in Moorefield at the geographic hub of this growth. Other major corporations --
Tyson Foods, Inc., Perdue and Rocco Turkey -- have spurred growth in chicken houses
by contracting with poultry farms in the state to supply their chicken processing plants in
neighboring Virginia. Some of the state's political leaders have been eager to lure large
corporations to the state with economic incentives for opening new poultry farms and
processing plants. Leaders in the West Virginia legislature recently iniroduced a bill
giving a large tax subsidy to industry for jobs created by agricultural ¢xpansion,

Intensive agriculture in Potomac Headwaters region has led to alarming levels of bacteria
in the river and its tributaries and spurred excessive algae and siltation. A 1994-1995
study completed by the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) and sponsored by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture {USDA) indicates that one third of all sites tested in the
headwaters of the Potomac exceeded accepted bacterial safety standards. Many stretches
of this great river are no longer safe for recreation. The high levels of fecal coliform
bacteria that have been measured in Potomac waters indicate that swimmers run the risk
of infection from disease-causing organisms like Salmonella, Giardia and
Cryptosporidium. The world class recreational resources of Smoke Hole, the Trough, and
Seneca Rocks in the South Branch area of the Potomac -- all locations favored by tourists
for canoeing, fishing and swimming - are threatened by this pollution. State agencies and
the U.S. Department of Agriculture recently came to this alarming conclusion: 4 high
potential exists for contraction of waterborne illnesses in the Potomac Headwaters
because of the widespread presence of bacteria throughout the watershed and heavy
dependence on the streams for drinking water and for water contact recreation.... The
report further states that the numbers of feedlots and ponltry houses per square mile
also correlate with concentrations of fecal coliform, fecal streptococci, and nitrates.
Additiopal testing done in 1996 and 1997 by the West Virginia Department of
Environmental Protection (WVDEP) supports the USGS study of 1994 and 1995, In
1996, the state classified as “impaired" seven tributaries of the Potomac headwaters,
including the South Branch of the Potomac, the South Fork of the South Branch and the
North Fork of the South Branch.




The impaired classification indicates that many of these waters are so polluted they can
no longer support swimming or fishing. Agriculture is cited as the cause of this
pollution. All seven of the Potomac tributaries on the impaired list were new additions
due to recent data indicating serious water quality problems.

Chicken processing plants pose an additional pollution threat to the area. Wampler Foods'
pouliry processing plant_in Moorefield, which has a NPDES permit under the Clean
Water Act, is barred under the Act from dumping its waste into town facilities without
approval from the state. Wampler has been cited for unauthorized disposal of some of its
industrial waste into the town sewage treatment facility. For several months in 1995,
Moorefield's sewage treatment plant spilled raw sewage into the South Branch, in part
due to the failure of the town's sewage waste lagoon. Some citizens of the community
suspect that the town's sewage treatment problems were linked to the town's illegal
acceptance of untreated industrial waste from Wampler. A local sewage treatment plant
operator reported poultry feathers in the town lagoon on a number of occasions. Wampler
and the town of Moorefield have each been the subject of two enforcement actions by the
Department of Environmental Protection for this activity.

The Potomac Headwaters area has also suffered four major floods in recent memory, one
in 1985 and three in 1996. The floods intensified pollution from the region's poultry and
cattle industries as rushing torrents washed animal waste from croplands and farm
buildings into nearby waterways. Following flooding from Hurricane Fran in 1996, "one
of the bigoest public health threats was 268 000 _chicken and 56,000 turkey carcasses”
that had died in the floods, according to a state Department of Agriculture spokesperson,
Other local problems have involved muisance complaints. Moorefield residents have lost
business because of the overwhelming odors and flies. One local restaurant owner
complained her herb garden died due to the toxicity of the air. Another resident told the
County Commission he can no longer use his well because of pollution from poultry
manure stored and spread near his house. The Potomac Headwaters of West Virginia
supply some of the drinking water for many towns downstream.

The Washington D.C. metropolitan area, which is downstream from the Potomac
Headwaters, last year began having bacteria outbreaks in its drinking water system. For
the second year in a row, the Potomac is listed as one of the 20 most endangered rivers in
the country due to agriculture and land development. This news comes after several
years of celebrating a clean-up campaign that made it possible for Washington-area
residents to safely fish and swim in the river after decades of pollntion had put it off-
limits. "The unfettered expansion of the poultry industry could very well undo much of
the progress that has been made in the last 25 years," an American Rivers spokesperson
recently warned.

The Potomac River empties into the Chesapeake Bay, bringing nifrogen and
phosphorus pollution from the river's source in West Virginia. The health of the
Bay's fish and shellfish is seriously threatened by a glut of these inputs emanating from
manure and fertilizer used at surrounding farms. In 1987, the Chesapeake Bay
Agreement, signed by the District of Columbia, Maryland, Pennsylvania, and Virginia,
agreed to reduce nutrient pollution to the Bay by forty percent by the year 2000. While




almost 25 percent of the Potomac watershed lies in West Virginia, and about 13 percent
of the nutrients delivered to the Bay by the Potomac comes from West Virginia, the state
refused to sign this document and cooperate with neighboring states. In doing so, the state
also declined federal assistance for reducing nutrient pollution to the Chesapeake Bay.
West Virginia, despite its renegade status, was asked to attend Governor Glendening's
Chesapeake summit this year on Pfeisteria, an algae that thrives in nutrient-polluted
waters and has caused major fish kills. Unfortunately, the summit agreement West
Virginia signed was limited to information-sharing and included no commitment to
reduce nutrient pollution of the Bay.

Above ground, Washington DC is a modern, 21st century metropolis but beneath it lurks
an antiquated sewer system that brings to mind a bygone era. During heavy rains,
stormwater often swamps the city's ancient overflow system, sending untreated raw
sewage into the Anacostia and Potomac rivers. During these events, fecal coliform
levels can exceed the legal standard by hundreds or thousands ef times, resulting in
chronic vielation of the Clean Water Act. Besides the obvious threats to human health,
these releases can adversely affect aquatic life in these important tributaries of the
Chesapeake Bay.

The Blue Plains plant receives 43% of its waste water from the District and 47%
from the suburbs incdluding Montgomery county in Marviand, Fairfax and Loudoun
counties _in Virginia, the U.S. Park Service and Dulles Airport. Approximately
300,000,000 gallons of sewage is processed each day at Blue Plains. This generates
1,700 tons of sludge per day. This plant is the largest on the Potomac River and has
an immense effect on the river. Combined sewers serve about one-third of the
District. Most of them are located in older developed sections of the District. During dry
weather conditions, sewage flowing through the combined sewer system is conveyed to
the District of Columbia’s Advanced Wastewater Treatment Plant at Blue Plains where
the wastewater is treated to remove pollutants before discharge into the Potomac
River. When the capacity of a combined sewer is exceeded during major siorms, the
excess flow is discharged from up to 59 CSO ouifalls te the Anacostia and Potomac
Rivers, Rock Creek and tributary waters. in an average vear, there are about 82
overflows evenis in the Anacostia River; 75 in the Potomac River, and 30 in Rock
Creek.




OPEN LETTER TO CITY COUNCIL FROM OLD TOWN’S DOG OWNERS

We would like to make a simple point and present a local dog-owner’s perspective about the
lack of logic in the last-minute switch of dog park venues made by City Council without
benefit of a public hearing. The relevant colloguialism is “Why spend money fixing something
that ain’t broke?”

The current dog park location possesses natural topography totally conducive to off-leash
activities for dogs and their owners, who are just as active as the dogs in their enjoyment of
that particular dog park. Why is this true? Because the dog owners at Windmill Park are
actually people, who very much enjoy the views and the ambience of relaxing (not running
through watching a heart monitor) in a pleasant waterfront location while talking with their
other human friends and waiching their favorite “man’s best friends” also really enjoy
themselves as social animals. The unique lay of the land at the current Windmill dog park
keeps the dogs naturally contained within a easily maintained space without the need for ugly
fences and also allows water-loving dogs to access shallow water with firm bottom for 100 feet
from shore and virtually no danger of currents sweeping a dog (or its owner) away from shore.
A small, inexpensive modification to the current walking path through the park, redirecting
foot traffic straight through to Union Street along a new path, with identical 3 fi-high wrought
iron fence, and parallel to, the Fords Landing townhouses fence line, would eliminate all
potential conflict between pedestrians and dog owners.

In sharp contrast to this natural waterfront dog park, the new location west of Union Street
involves injecting a totally artificial “containment area” for dogs into an existing, perfectly
suited children’s park, where the new “dog pen” will likely become a worry to the moms and
kids, an eyesore to neighbors and an enclosure within which dog owners are unlikely to stay
with their dogs. Equally importantly, the remote Harborside swimming location will require
owners to leash and lead their dogs across Union Street and Harborside’s southern lawns to
enter deep water where dogs can easily be caught in tidal or flood currents and swept
downstream out of reach of owners. Owners who try to recover their dogs are also in danger of
being swept away. In fact, one drowning has recently occurred at the Harborside Yacht basin
related to local strong currents.

In closing we would like to remind the City Council and other citizens of Alexandria that the
socializing that goes on among dog owners when walking their dogs is possibly the most
common form of civilized social interaction among people practiced on a twice or more daily
basis in the City of Alexandria. Old Town is especially renowned for its dog-friendly
environment, and proof of this fact is evident to anyone observing the wonderful social events
happening every day at our dog parks (especiaily the unique Windmill waterfront park) or at
the Holiday Inn on Tuesday or Thursday coffee or cocktail hours or the many parades that
feature Old Town’s dogs and their owners as a central theme.

Many residents of the neighborhoods near the waterfront of Old Town hve here in some part
because of this dog-friendly attitude and the particularly pleasant experience of sharing the
warm social atmosphere of Windmill riverside dog park with their dogs and their neighbors.

Please reconsider your decision in light of the fact that the current Windmill riverside dog park
really works, while changing the location will actually create a more expensive, ugly, unsafe
and no longer enjoyable “dog pen” for Old Town’s many dog-owning families.




