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CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION
WITH THE
WOODROW WILSON BRIDGE NEIGHBORHOOD TASK FORCE
SUBCOMMITTEE
JONES POINT PARK PARKING

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2005

5:15P.M.
COUNCIL CHAMBERS
AGENDA
I Welcome and Introductory Comments Mayor William D. Euille
IL. Staff Presentation Kirk Kincannon, Director, RPCA

Rich Baier, Director, T&ES
Aimee Vosper, Landscape Architect
Supervisor, RPCA

III.  Comments by Woodrow Wilson Bridge
Neighborhood Task Force Subcommittee Yvonne Weight
Theresa Miller
David Olinger
Jerry King

IV. Comments by Park and Recreation Commission Judy Guse-Noritake, Chair
V. City Council Discussion

VI.  Next Steps - Continue Work Session to 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, February 22

Individuals with disabilities who require assistance or special arrangements to participate in the
City Council Work Session may call the City Clerk and Clerk of Council’s Office at 838-4500
(TTY/TDD 838-5056). We request that you provide a 48-hour notice so that the proper
arrangements may be made.
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ARTEMEL & ASSOCIATES, INC.

February 4, 2005

Hon. Mayor William D. Euille,
Members of City Council

City of Alexandria

301 King Street

Alexandria, VA 22314

Re: Work Session on Jones Point Park, February 8, 2005
Dear Mr. Mayor and Members of City Council:

I am writing on behalf of St. Mary’s School and St. Mary’s Parish. We have examined
the various alternatives put forth for access to Jones Point Park and related parking.
While we are not able to endorse any single alternative, we would like to take this
opportunity to express St. Mary’s concerns regarding the traffic and parking uses on
South Royal Street.

1. Proposed “Roundabout” traffic circle at southern end of S. Royal Street: South Royal
Street is used extensively by parents of schoolchildren dropping off and picking up
children in the mornings and afternoons, and with the opening of an entrance to St.
Mary’s Cemetery south of the school, by funeral vehicles including limousines and
hearses. The roundabout should be large enough that vehicles with a large turning radius
such as limousines can be accommodated (some draft plans show a rather small circle).
Further, this roundabout should be located far enough south on Royal Street to provide a
smooth entrance to the Cemetery coordinated with the location of the new Cemetery
entrance; at the same time, vehicular access to the school playground for afternoon
pickups must be retained.

2. Parking along South Royal Street: some of the proposals include new parking spaces
along South Royal Street. In our view this would be very disruptive of the afternoon
carpool pickup pattern (for example, people trying to back out of parking spaces along
Royal Street south of Green Street could be in conflict with vehicles in the carpool line).
Further, we are concerned about possible safety issues for the children at St. Mary’s from
a large number of unattended parking spaces close to the playground.

3. Access road within Jones Point Park: a vehicular access road into Jones Point Park is
preferred, as this road could serve as a temporary relief valve for afternoon carpools
during the brief period (2:45 to 3:15 on weekdays during the school year) when there are
many parents lined up to pick up their children.

218 North Lee Street, Suite 316 * Alexandria, Virginia 22314 USA <« Tel: (703) 683-3838 * Fax: (703) 836-1370




The children enrolled at St. Mary’s School do not use Jones Point Park or its facilities for
any school-related activities. Therefore, we do not have a position on the uses within the
Park.

Thank you for this opportunity to submit our views, and we look forward to working with
City of Alexandria and (hopefully) VDOT engineers in arriving at the best possible
solution for all who use South Royal Street.

Sincerely yours,

Engin Artemel
President, The Artemel Group
For: St. Mary’s School and Parish
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