
Docket Item #4 
SPECIAL USE PERMIT #2007-0035 

Planning Commission Meeting 
June 5,2007 

ISSUE: Consideration of a request for a special use permit to operate a child care 
home. 

APPLICANT: Shaaron Ridley 

STAFF: Richard Bray 
richard.bray@alexandriava.gov 

LOCATION: 155 Wesmond Drive 

ZONE: RBIResidential 

PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION, JUNE 5,2007: By unanimous consent, the Planning 
Commission recommended approval of the request, subject to compliance with all applicable 
codes, ordinances and staff recommendations. 

Reason: The Planning Commission agreed with the staff analysis. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends approval subject to compliance with all 
applicable codes and ordinances and the recommended permit conditions found in Section I11 of 
this report. 
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I. DISCUSSION 

The applicant, Shaaron Ridley, requests special use permit approval for the operation of a 
child care home located at 155 Wesmond Drive. 

SITE DESCRIPTION 

The subject property is one lot of record with 16 feet 
of frontage on Wesmond Drive, 86 feet of depth and a 
total lot area of 1376 square feet. The site is 
developed with an interior townhouse. Access to the 
property is from Wesmond Drive. 

The surrounding area is occupied by a mix of 
residential homes. Immediately to the north and east 
are townhouses. To the south and west are single 
family detached houses. 

The applicant proposes to expand her child care home at 155 Wesmond Drive. Ms. Ridley 
currently cares for 4 children, ages 7 months to 9 years. Ms Ridley will have one assistant 
present during operating hours. The Office of Early Childhood Development and the 
neighborhood have indicated that child care is needed in the neighborhood. There is over 
300 square feet of play area in the front yard of the home. 

The proposed use is further described as follows: 

Hours: Monday - Friday: 7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

Number of children: 9 

Age of children: Infant - 10 years 

Noise: Children's noise levels will be controlled by the applicant 

City trash collection, house and yard cleaned at the close of 
business each day 

Wesmond Drive provides parking on both sides of the street for the entire block containing 
the applicant's home. The applicant has parking for her vehicle at the rear of her property, 
accessed by the alley. The applicant anticipates parents having staggered drop-off and pick- 
up times which will reduce the demand for street parking. 
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The subject property is located in the RB zone. Section 7-500 of the Zoning Ordinance 
allows a child care home in the RB zone only with a special use permit. 

The proposed use is consistent with the Potomac West Small Area Plan chapter of the Master 
Plan which designates the property for residential use. 

11. STAFF ANALYSIS 

Staff has no objection to the proposed child care home located at 155 Wesmond Drive. The 
proposed use is consistent with the requirements for child care homes set forth in the Zoning 
Ordinance. In addition, the Department of Human Services, Office of Early Childhood 
Development (OECD), recommends approval of the application. 

Wesmond Drive is a local street with limited traffic and on-street parking. Staff anticipates 
that there will be parking available at staggered times when parents drop off and pick up 
children. Staff has included a condition requiring children to be escorted to and from the 
parent's vehicles if no parking is available. This will keep parents from double-parking their 
cars on Wesmond Drive. An occupancy permit and State license are both required for the 
facility before opening. 

With the following conditions, staff recommends approval of the special use permit. 

111. RECOMMENDED CONDITIONS 

Staff recommends approval subject to compliance with all applicable codes and ordinances 
and the following conditions: 

1. The special use permit shall be granted to the applicant only or to any 
corporation in which the applicant has a controlling interest. (P&Z) 

2. The hours of operation of the child care home shall be limited to between 7:00 
a.m. and 6:00 p.m. Monday through Friday. (P&Z) 

3. The applicant shall obtain a license from the Virginia Department of Social 
Services. (P&Z) 

4. The applicant or an assistant must be available to escort children to and from 
the parent's cars in the event that parking is not available on Wesmond 
Avenue. Parents shall not be permitted to double-park their cars on Wesmond 
Avenue while dropping off or picking up children. (P&Z) 
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5. The applicant is to contact the Community Relations Unit of the Alexandria 
Police Department at 703-838-4520 regarding a security survey for the child 
care center. This is to be completed prior to the child care home opening for 
business. (Police) 

6. The applicant is to contact the Community Relations Unit of the Alexandria 
Police Department at 703-838-4520 regarding a robbery readiness program 
for employees. (Police) 

7. The applicant is to contact the Community Relations Unit of the Alexandria 
Police Department at 703-838-4520 regarding safety programs available 
through the department for the children. (Police) 

8. Ms. Ridley has only 300 square feet of space in her front yard. Since the 
requirement is that each child has 75 square feet of outdoor space per child, 
there can be no more than four children at play in the yard at any one time. 
The provider must develop a plan to stagger the outside activity of children in 
her care so that no more than four children are outdoors at any one time. The 
plan must ensure that the children are well supervised, both inside and outside 
of the home, by herself and an assistant, if warranted by the number of 
children. (Human Services) 

9. The Director of Planning and Zoning shall review the special use permit after 
it has been operational for one year, and shall docket the matter for 
consideration by the Planning Commission and City Council if (a) there have 
been documented violations of the permit conditions which were not corrected 
immediately, constitute repeat violations or which create a direct and 
immediate adverse zoning impact on the surrounding community; (b) the 
director has received a request from any person to docket the permit for 
review as the result of a complaint that rises to the level of a violation of the 
permit conditions, (c) the director has determined that there are problems with 
the operation of the use and that new or revised conditions are needed. (P&Z) 

STAFF: 
Faroll Hamer, Director, Department of Planning and Zoning 
Richard Josephson, Deputy Director, Department of Planning and Zoning; 
Richard Bray, Urban Planner. 

Staff Note: In accordance with section 11-506(c) of the zoning ordinance, construction or 
operation shall be commenced and diligently and substantially pursued within 18 months of 
the date of granting of a special use permit by City Council or the special use permit shall 
become void. 
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IV. CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS 

Legend: C - code requirement R - recommendation S - suggestion F - finding 

Transportation & Environmental Services: 

R-1 The applicant shall provide storage space for solid waste and recyclable 
materials containers as outlined in the City's "Solid Waste and Recyclable 
Materials Storage Space G-uidelines", or to the satisfaction of the Director of 
Transportation & Environmental Services. The City's storage space 
guidelines and required Recycling Implementation Plan forms are available at: 
www.alexandriava.gov or contact the City's Solid Waste Division at 703-5 19- 
3486 ext.132. 

C-1 The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria's Noise Control Code, 
Title 11, Chapter 5, which sets the maximum permissible noise level as 
measured at the property line. 

C-2 The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria's Solid Waste Control, 
Title 5, Chapter 1, which sets forth the requirements for the recycling of 
materials (Sec. 5-1 -99). 

Code Enforcement: 

C- 1 This review is based on the assumption that this facility will be licensed as a 
family day home by the Virginia Department of Social Services. If this does 
not occur then the number of children served at one time shall be limited to 
five. 

C-2 Smoke detectors shall be provided in all sleeping areas. 

C-3 Fire extinguishers shall be provided at this facility. 

C-4 A certificate of occupancy shall be obtained prior to occupying this facility 

Health Department: 

F-1 No comment. 
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Human Services: 

F-1 Ms. Ridley's home complies with health and safety regulations and provides 
sufficient space, both inside and out, to accommodate nine children. 
Therefore, approval is recommended of Ms. Ridley's special use permit to 
allow her to care for up to nine (9) (non-residential children). The applicant 
shall comply with licensing requirements. 

R-2 Ms. Ridley has only 300 square feet of space in her front yard. Since the 
requirement is that each child has 75 square feet of outdoor space per child, 
there can be no more than four children at play in the yard at any one time. 
The provider must develop a plan to stagger the outside activity of children in 
her care so that no more than four children are outdoors at any one time. The 
plan must ensure that the children are well supervised, both inside and outside 
of the home, by herself and an assistant, if warranted by the number of 
children. 

Police Department: 

R-1 The applicant is to contact the Community Relations Unit of the Alexandria 
Police Department at (703) 838-4520 regarding a security survey for the child 
care home. This is to be completed prior to the child care home opening for 
business. 

R-2 The applicant is to contact the Community Relations Unit of the Alexandria 
Police Department at 703 838-4520 regarding a robbery readiness program for 
employees. 



APPLICATION 

SPECIAL USE PERMIT 

PROPERTYLOCATION: 155 V\leSl~20,qD Pk. A\~Ll+l'Jd-h&,Vk 72'=3- 
TAX MAP REFERENCE: h b;o3 A ~';2fy ZONE: - 
APPLICANT 

Name: ~ h c m d ~  h n i T i R ! e ) l  
Address: 5 Ncs b f l . ~ ~ o r \ r ~  9 ~ .  A=.&ND'&/L v/f- a'>?X&- 

I 
PROPERTY OWNER 

Name: 

Address: 

PROPOSED USE: 

[ ] THE UNDERSIGNED hereby applies for a Special Use Permit in accordance with the provisions of Article XI, 
Section 4-11-500 of the 1992 Zoning Ordinance of the City of Alexandria, Virginia. 

[ ] THE UNDERSIGNED, having obtained permission from the property owner, hereby grants permission to the City 
of Alexandria to post placard notice on the property for which this application is requested, pursuant to Article IV, Section 4- 

1404(D)(7) of the 1992 Zoning Ordinance of the City of Alexandria, Virginia. 

[ ] THE UNDERSIGNED hereby attests that all of the information herein provided and specifically including all 
surveys, drawings, etc., required to be furnished by the applicant are true, correct and accurate to the best of their knowledge 
and belief. The applicant is hereby notified that any written materials, drawings or illustrations submitted in support of this 

application and any specific oral representations made to the Director of Planning and Zoning on this application will be 
binding on the applicant unless those materials or representations are clearly stated to be non-binding or illustrative of 
general plans and intentions, subject to substantial revision, pursuant to Article XI, Section 11-207(A)(10), of the 1992 Zoning 
Ordinance of the City of Alexandria, Virginia. 

Jhaq 1.d) Lynn 'Zi~;d@y 
Print Name of Applicant or Agent / / 
i5c IVPSM& pr. (7d3k) #fS&7b> r 

MailinqlStreet Address Tel phone # Fax # 

A~CKAN~,-;R, 16 a236 5- / i d i ~ q * ~ k a u ~ n  /i;) c/&j, cdivl  
City and State / Zip Code Email addfess. 

I I 

Date ' I 

Application Received: Date & Fee Paid: $ &?.y&oo 

DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE - OFFICE USE ONLY 

A C T I O N - P L A N N I N G C O M M I S S I O N : ~ I I S  r-recommended a p ~ r o v a l  J u n e  5, 2007- 
ACTION -CITY COUNCIL: 

Application SUP.pdf 
4/1/06 Pnz\Applicat~ons. Forms, Checkl~sts\Planning Commission 
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All applicants must complete this form. Supplemental signs are required for child care 
facilities, restaurants, automobile-oriented uses and freestanding signs requiring special 
use permit approval. 

1. The applicant is the (check one): 
[ ] Owner 
[ ] Contract Purchaser 

A s s e e  or 
[ ] Other: of the subject property. 

State the name, address and percent of ownership of any person or entity owning an interest in the applicant, 
unless the entity is a corporation or partnership in which case identify each owner of more than ten percent. 

If property owner or applicant is being represented by an authorized agent such as an attorney, realtor, or other 
person for which there is some form of compensation, does this agent or the business in which the agent is 
employed have a business license to operate in the City of Alexandria, Virginia? 

I 

[{ies. Provide proof of current City business license 

[ ] No. The agent shall obtain a business license prior to filing application, if required by the City Code. 

2. Submit a floor plan and a plot plan with parking layout of the proposed use. One copy of the plan is 
& 

required for plans that are 11" x 17" or smaller. Twenty-four copies are required for plans larger than 11" x 
17" if the plans cannot be easily reproduced. The planning director may waive requirements for plan 
submission upon receipt of a written request which adequately justifies a waiver. This requirement does 
not apply if a Site Plan Package is required. 

Application SUP.pdf 
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NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

3. The applicant shall describe below the nature of the request in detail so that the Planning Commission 
and City Council can understand the nature of the operation and the use. The description should include such 
items as the nature of the activity, the nurfiber and type of patrons, the number of employees, the -- hours, how 
parking is to be provided for employees and patrdns, and whether the use will generate any noise. (Attach 

-.. - . - 
additional sheets if necessary.) 

c / -  deqel~10~ rnenhl /&/I5 'of ~ u d b u h  in my CWS. ~c ' r ~  

Duv dndy L~N,  ~ J E  f\lso 5 ~ 3 0  l~fim& d ~ 1 1 1 j  meets af 

~ppiicatlon SURpdf ' 
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sup # m7- 0034 
USE CHARAC'TERISTICS 

4. The proposed special use permit request is for (check one): 
[ ]  a new use requiring a special use permit, 
[ I  a development special use permit, 

a expansion or change to an existing use without a special use permit, 
expansion or change to an existing uke with a special use permit, v 

[ I  other. Please describe: 

5. Please describe the capacity of the proposed use: 
A. How many patrons, clients, pupils and other such users do you expect? 

Specify time pariod (i. ., day,, hour, or shift). 
Cue E E N . ~  ly  4 I ldre~l  fa^ : 8"" - Spn I 

B. How many employees, staff and other personnel do you expect? 
Specify time period (i.e., day, hour, or shift). 

6. Please describe the proposed hours and days of operation of the proposed use: 

Day: Hours: 

Man, -k XANI - .cpiw- Y 

7. Please describe any potential noise emanating from the proposed use. 
A. Describe the noise levels anticipated from all mechanical equipment and patrons. 

Noise l.evfel i s  A A+ O\ ~ , f i i j m -  
I 

B. How will the noise from patrons be controlled? 

L 

OW 2 atcki& Q P Z O P ~  PW . h e  & 
Application SUP.pdf Saa bJ &&fi~i -&r -bddl&l ~q 
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8. Describe any potential odors emanating from the proposed use and plans to control them: 

r; I '  
L N ~  &h5 + Lud Lc, A ' D i i q c ~ e  I- h-he 6~-e 

9. Please provide information regarding trash and litter generated by the use. 
A. What type of trash and garbage will be generated by the use? 

B. How much trash and garbage will be generated by the use? 

~ . Q € L U ~  mL& - GQ 2 
U a I 

Sc \\iedchSc- aq UL, UQQ~C,  
\ 

How often will trash be collected? 

D. How will you prevent littering on the property, streets and nearby properties? 

10. Will any hazardous materials, as defined by the state or federal government, be handled, stored, or 
generated on the property? 

[ 1 Yes. PO. 
If yes, provide the name, monthly quantity, and specific disposal method below: 

Application SUP.pd1 
4/1/06 Pnz\Applications, Forms. Checklists\Planning Commission 
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I I Will any organic compounds, for example paint, ink, lacquer thinner, or cleaning or degreasing solvent, be 
handled, stored, or generated on the property? 

If yes, provide the name, monthly quantity, and specific disposal method below: 

12. What methods are proposed to ensure the safety of residents, employees and patrons? 

ALCOHOL SALES 

13. Will the proposed use include the sale of beer, wine, or mixed drinks? 

[ 1 yes. (No. 

If yes, describe alcohol sales below, including if the ABC license will include on-premises andlor off- 
premises sales. Existing uses must describe their existing alcohol sales andlor service and identify any 
proposed changes in that aspect of the operation. 

PARKING AND ACCESS REQUIREMENTS 

14. Please provide information regarding the availability of off-street parking 

A. How many parking spaces are required for the proposed use pursuant to section 8-200 (A) of the 
zoning ordinance? ' 

N/P 

Application SUP.pdf 
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B. How many parking spaces of each type are provided for the proposed use: 

Standard spaces 

Compact spaces 

Handicapped accessible spaces. 

Other. 
f 

C. Where is required parking located? (check one) 
[ ] on-site 
[ ] off-site 

If the required parking will be located off-site, where will it be located? 

Pursuant to section 8-200 (C) of the zoning ordinance, commercial and industrial uses may provide off-site parking 
within 500 feet of the proposed use, provided that the off-site parking is located on land zoned for commercial or 
industrial uses. All other uses must provide parking on-site, except that off-street parking may be provided within 
300 feet of the use with a special use permit. 

D. If a reduction in the required parking is requested, pursuant to section 8-100 (A) (4) or (5) of the 
zoning ordinance, complete the PARKING REDUCTION SUPPLEMENTAL APPLICATION. 

15. Please provide information regarding loading and unloading facilities for the use: 

A. How many loading spaces are required for the use, per section 8-200 (B) of the zoning ordinance? 

B. How many loading spaces are available for the use? 
I 

C. Where are off-street loading facilities located? d/& 

D. During what hours of the day do you expect loadinglunloading operations to occur? 

hJ D 

E. How frequently are loadinglunloading operations expected to occur, per day or per week, as 
appropriate? 

M I V Z  a i q 41cq kt-- 

Application SUP.pdf 
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16. Is street access to the subject property adequate or are any street improvements, such as a new turning 
lane, necessary to minimize impacts on traffic flow? 

SITE CHARACTERISTICS 

17. Will the proposed uses be located in an existing building? 

Do you propose to construct an addition to the building? [ I  Yes 

How large will the addition be? square feet. 

18. What will the total area 

600 sq. ft. (existing) + sq. ft. (addition if any) = sq. ft. (total) 

19. The proposed use is located in: (check one) 

[ ] a stand alone building d a house located in a residential zone [ ] a warehouse 

[ ] a shopping center. Please provide name of the center: 

[ ] an office building. Please provide name of the building: 

[ ]  other. Please describe: 

Application SUP.pdf 
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L~., APPLICATION = SUPPLEMENTAL 

This Supplemental information is to be filed by applicants requesting special use permit 
approval of a child care home or child care center. All applicants must submit a plot plan 
of the property, showing play areas and parking, and an interior floor plan. I f  a play area 
that is not owned or leased by the operator is to be uied by the children; written permission 
from the owner must be obtained and a copy submitted with this application. 

CHILD CARE HOMES 

Applicants requesting special use permit approval of a child care home for six to nine 
children within a home shall complete this section. 

,' 

#" 
I .  Is the proposed facility the principal residence of the operator? Yes No 

2. Is the operator registered with the City of Alexandria Office of Early Childhood Development to provide 
4 child care in the home. /' yes N o 

3. How many children, including resident children, will be cared for? c 
4. How many children reside in the home? I 
5. How old are the children? (List the ages of all children to be cared for) 

Play area required: 
Number of children above age two: b x 75 square feet =  GO square feet 

Play area provided: ~d square feet 

7. If the lot does not have room for on-site play area, is the child care home within 500 feet of a park or 

playground available for the children to play in? \/ yes - N o 

NOTE: Child care homes are not permitted to  display signs. 

Application SUP chlid care.pdf 
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CHILD CARE HOMES and CHILD CARE CENTERS 
Applicants for both child care homes and child care centers (day care center, day nursery 
and nursery schools) shall complete this section. 

1 How many employees willstaff the child care facility, including the operator? 

.ts Ft. c ~ ~ ~ ~ \ ; i d r r / \  TGMl , 
9 p&isb rjl,i, [d c 3 

I 

How many staff members will be on the job at any one time? <3 

2. Where will staff and visiting parents park? ON 5; (b flh 1 S W O ~  ml y 

5. What type of outdoor play equipment is proposed for the child care facility, if any? Where will it be located 
on the property? 1 

/ x a ? ~ d  ON ma!? $- C; i?'L+ vb ,'A +V s . 

6. Are play areas on the property fenced? 4 e s  No 
If no, do you plan to fence any portion of the property? Yes No 

Please describe the existing or proposed fence. 
.. . 

'7k fg4ca. LIl.lOafi0 $,w( VJ/ \&',fi qde 
I 
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CHILD CARE CENTERS ONLY 
Applicants for child care centers (day care center, day nursery and nursery schools) shall 
complete this section. 

I. How many children will be cared for duringone day? J 
2. What age children do you anticipate caring for? \I/. L/ 

I '  I 1 1  
I 

3. Does the operation ve a license from the State of Virginia for a child care facility? 

Yes JINo 
If yes, provide a copy o the license. 

Application SUP child care.pdf 
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PROPERTYLOCATION: 155 Wfiffl@ND DLb ~(~KJi l~h&~,v& ~ ~ ' ~ ' ~  
TAX MAP REFERENCE: ZONE: 

n 

APPLICANT 

Name: 

Address: 

PROPERTY OWNER 

Name: 

Address: 

PROPOSED USE: 

[ ] THE UNDERSIGNED hereby applies for a Special Use Permit in accordance with the provisions of Article XI, 
Section 4-11-500 of the 1992 Zoning Ordinance of the City of Alexandria, Virginia. 

[ ] THE UNDERSIGNED, having obtained permission from the property owner, hereby grants permission to the City 
of Alexandria to post placard notice on the property for which this application is requested, pursuant to Article IV, Section 4- 
1404(D)(7) of the 1992 Zoning Ordinance of the City of Alexandria, Virginia. 

[ ] THE UNDERSIGNED hereby attests that all of the information herein provided and specifically including all 
surveys, drawings, etc., required to be furnished by the applicant are true, correct and accurate to the best of their knowledge 
and belief. The applicant is hereby notified that any written materials, drawings or illustrations submitted in support of this 
application and any specific oral representations made to the Director of Planning and Zoning on this application will be 
binding on the applicant unless those materials or representations are clearly stated to be non-binding or illustrative of 
general plans and intentions, subject to substantial 
Ordinance of the City of Alexandria, Virginia. 

Jhaq rvn Lynn q i d ' k y  
Print Name of Applicant or Agent / 

I 
5 m P. 
Mailin~IStreet Address Fax # 

City and State I Zip Code Email addfess 

3/27 Ia.7 
Date ' 

Application Received: Date & Fee Paid: $ 
m.00 

DO NOT WRITE I N  THIS SPACE - OFFICE USE ONLY 

ACTION - PLANNING COMMISSION: q ~ n i  , r e c o m m !  June 5, 2007- 
-clw 6 /  1-a the PC recommendation 6-0 
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