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TO <jackie.henderson@alexandriava.gov~ 

CC 

bcc 

Subject Appeal of BAR Decision about 900 Prince St. 

The Honorable William Euille 
Mayor, City of Alexandria, Va. 
City Hall 
King St. 
Alexandria, Va. 

Dear Mr. IWayor and Members of Council: 

The Board of Trustees of the Historic Alexandria Foundation (HAF) has voted to support the Old Town 
Civic Association in its appeal of the decision of the Board of Architectural Review (BAR) in the case of 
900 Prince Street 

This case involves an after-the-fact request for BAR approval of painting a previously unpainted masonry 
building at 900 Prince St. in the Old and Historic District 

Such actions as these are clear violations of City guidelines and procedures. Therefore, the Foundation 
strongly supports the Old town Civic Association in its appeal to set things straight by correcting past 
wrongs and/or imposing appropriate sanctions 

Thank you for your consideration in this important matter 

Sincerely. John Hynan vice Dr. Morgan Delaney, President of the Historic Alexandria Foundation 



Ignacio Pessoa/Alex 

06/24/2008 04:39 PM 
Councilmangaines@aol.com, rob@krupicka.com, 

CC Jim HartrnandAlex@Alex, Michele Evans/Alex@Alex, Mark 
Jinks/Alex@Alex, Jackie Henderson/Alex@Alex, 
jcohen@Randalaw.com 

bcc 

Subject Fw: Request for 900 Prince Street Case to Be Heard at the Next 
City Council Meeting Attached 

Attached is a letter on behalf of Rob Kaufman, appellee in the BAR case set fro hearing tonight, whlch requests that 
this matter be deferred until Fall. 

I spoke with Poul Hertel, President of OTCA, the lead appellant. The Association does not object if consideration of 
the merits of the appeal, or of an agreed resolution, are deferred until Fall, but would like to speak briefly tonight 
concerning process and standards. 

Thus, the disposition of the deferral request will be up to the Council. 

Let me know if you have any questions. 

Ignacio 
-----Forwarded by Ignacio PessoaIAlex on 06/24/2008 04:33PM ----- 

To: "'Ignacio.Pessoa@alexandriava.gov'" <Ignacio.Pessoa@alexandriava.gov> 
From: Jonathan Cohen <jcohen@Randalaw.com> 
Date: 06/24/2008 03:57PM 
cc: 'Robert Kaufman' <rob@pmaproperties.com>, Lou Aronson <laronson@Randalaw.com>, Marshall Berrnan 
<mberman@Randalaw.com> 
Subject: Request for 900 Prince Street Case to Be Heard at the Next City Council Meeting Attached 

Ignacio, 

As we discussed, attached please find a letter from our firm on behalf of the Owners of 900 Prince Street, 
requesting that our case not be heard tonight in light of the unresolved legal issues involved in this case 
and the progress we have made in discussions towards a possible settlement. 

Please forward this letter to all of the necessary parties and contact me with any information regarding 
the status of our request. 

Regards, 

Jonathan 

Jonathan S. Cohen 

Ruben & Aronson, LLP 



4800 Montgomery Lane 

Suite 150 

Bethesda , MD 20814 

Direct Dial: (301) 986-4206 

Fax Number: (301) 951-9636 

Main Number: (301) 951-9696 

The information in this e-mail and in any attachments is confidential and intended solely for the attention and use of the named 
addressee(s). This information may be subject to legal, professional, or other privilege, or may otherwise be protected by work 
product, immunity or other legal rules. It must not be disclosed to any person without the sender's authority. If you are not the 
intended recipient, or are not authorized to receive it for the intended recipient, you are not authorized to, and must not, disclose, 
copy, distribute, or retain this message or any part of it. Thank you very much. 

Ruben & Aronson. LLP 

N o  virus found in this outgoing message. Checked b y  AVG. Version: 7.5.524 / Virus Database: 270.4.1/1516 - 
Release Date: 06/24/2008 7 5 3  AM 
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RUBEN & ARONSON, LLP 
4800 Montgomery Lane Suite 150 
Bethesda, MD 20814 
(301) 95 1-9696 Facsimile (301) 95 1-9636 

June 24,2008 

DELIVERED BY EMAIL 

Hon. William D. Euille 
Mayor of the City of Alexandria 
City Hall 
Alexandria, Virginia 223 14 

Re: 900 Prince Street - BAR CASE # 2007-0240 

Dear Mayor Euille: 

This firm represents PMA Properties, 900 LLC ("PMA') the owner of 900 Prince Street in 
Alexandria, Virginia (the "Property") and the holder of a Certificate of Appropriateness that the Old Town 
Civic Association., Inc., a Virginia nonstock corporation, (the "OTCA") has attempted to appeal to the City 
Council. As you know, the City Council appeal is scheduled to be heard tonight. As you also know, the 
docket for the City Council meeting is extremely crowded. We agree with City Attorney Ignacio Pessoa, the 
hearing on this matter should be deferred to the September City Council meeting. 

This is in many ways a complicated case. There are several significant legal issues, such as the 
civil penalty limitations in the City Charter and the scope of remedial action, which will require a close 
examination by the City Council to reach a fair outcome in this case. We and the City Attorney are 
concerned that we will not have adequate time tonight to deal with all of these key issues in order to hlly 
present the case for City Council determination and preserve and protect our client's rights should this 
case devolve into protracted litigation. Additionally, we have been working closely with the City 
Attorney to try to find a negotiated settlement that would be acceptable to the parties and the Board and 
the City Council in order to avoid the many complications involved in this case. We believe we have 
made significant progress and may be reasonably close in our discussions. We respectfully submit that 
this case is too involved and complicated for a fair hearing and a final determination on all of the issues 
tonight and therefore this case should be continued until the next scheduled City Council meeting, so the 
parties can continue to attempt to work out a satisfactory resolution of the issues. 

This letter is sent in hrtherance of PMA's rights, all of which are expressly reserved. Please contact 
our firm promptly to discuss this matter. 

Marshall F. Berrnan, Esq. 
(Va. Bar No. 6984) 

cc: Robert Kaufrnan 



Stephen MilonetAlex 

07/03/2008 05:41 PM 

To "Duncan" <Dblair@Landclark.com> 

cc Faroll.Hamer@alexandriava.gov, Lee.Webb@alexandriava.gov, 
"Robert Kaufman" <rob@PMAProperties.com>, Jackie 
Henderson/Alex@Alex 

bcc 

Subject Re: 900 Prince ~ t r e e t B  

Hi Duncan, 
Here is the electronic version of the powerpoint presented to City Council. 

2008-06-24 Appeal 900 Prince CC Appeal-FINAL. pdf 

Regarding Doug Thurmanls paint removal from his building facade at 804 Duke, Doug had been 
speaking with Peter Smith throughout his assessment process. Doug hired John Milner 
Associates to advise him as to the best methods of removal, and hired, according to his permits, 
Zavorski Masonry Restoration to perform the paint removal work. The removal of the paint did 
not require approval by the Board of Architectural Review because the removal of the paint is 
considered restoration of the facade to its earlier and original appearance. Doug also received 
approval of several permits from the City for obstructing the sidewalk for placement of the 
ladders and equipment that are necessary to remove the paint. 

Have a good 4th. Best regards, 
-- Steve 

Stephen Milone, AICP 
Division Chief, Zoning and Land Use Services 
Alexandria Planning and Zoning 
v 703.838.4666 x373; f 703.838.6393 
http://www . alexandriava.gov/ 

"Duncan" <Dblair@landclark.com> 

"Duncan" 
<Dblair@landclark.com> 

06/27/2008 0950  AM 
To <Stephen.Milone@alexandriava.gov>, 

<Lee.Webb@alexandriava.gov>, 
~Faroll.Hamer@alexandriava.gov> 

cc "Robert Kaufman" <rob@PMAProperties.com> 

Subject 900 Prince Street 

Steve: Could you please send me an electronic version of the powerpoint you presented to City 
Council on Tuesday night. The City Clerk does not seem to have the electronic version as part of 
the official record. Did Doug Thurmond receive BAR approval to remove the paint off his 



house on the 800 block of Duke Street? 

Duncan Wardman Blair Esquire.vcf 





900 Prirce & .  CCreet 

I,' 



900 Prince Street BAR 2007-0240 

. . 

TWO story, flat roofed 
commercial building 

Originally constructed 
In 1915 as the Mt. 
Vernon Dairy 

By 1958 was an automobile sales and service building 

I 1975-1980 the BAR approved building alterations and addition 

Part of the unique architectural fabric of historic district and a 
tangible link to the district's industrial heritage 

June 24,2008 City Council 3 - -  



900 Prince Street BAR 2007-0240 





900 Prince Street I BAR 2007-0240 

C . '  













I 900 Prince Street I BAR 2009-0240 
I 

---nt P A T  Fn-unaL'; for AfLnr-the-frat 

727 South Pitt Street BAR#2005-0130 (Denied - g 
12 
R 

other three walls already 

Street BAR#2002-0 140 (D 



I 900 Prince Street I BAR 2007-0240 
I 

I 

I I. ~ e c e n t   fin^; in the . .. storic Distric:; 

200 Commerce St - ,,, 
Demolition of Ice House Canopy 

18 Queen St - $7,500 for Demolition 
historic main block side and rear 

ueen St - $7,743 for 

JUn0 24,2008 



900 Prince Street 
" 2 

Concludha 1 - 

e Council may Approve or Deny the After- 
e-Fact Approval of Painting the brick 

fa~ade, with or without fine, or Remand the 
issue the BAR 
Staff recomrn-ds that Council deny the 
After-thelFact Approval arad that a qualified 
contractor be hired to remove the paint; and 
if removal proves unfeasible, that the 
applicant pay a fine of $100,000 

June 24,2008 - - -- - - ----- 14 ---. 


