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M a m d  transportation officials outlined yesterday 
an ambitious expansion of the MARC commuter train 
service that would extend it across the Potomac River 
into Northern Virginia and more than triple the 
system's capacity in the next three decades. 

The plan calls for steadily increasing the number of 
riders from about 30,000 to 100,000 a day by 2035 to 
accommodate growth in the Baltimore-Washington corridor, part of which will be fueled by jobs 
coming with military base realignments. Improvements include building stations, increasing peak-time 
departures, expanding weekend service and providing connections to more Metro stations. 

State officials said the plan would transform a rail system used almost exclusively at rush hours by 
District-bound commuters to a mass transit service more like Metro. 

"It lays out a path to gradually transform MARC over a 30-year period of time into something that 
resembles public transit," said Henry M. Kay, deputy administrator of the Maryland Transit 
Administration, which oversees MARC. "Rather than being a kind of marginal service that provides a 
lot of value for a very small number of people, it becomes comparable to 1-95. There's a lot of capacity 
over a very long day." 

MARC trains run on tracks owned by Amtrak and CSX, and the railroads operate the commuter trains 
under contract with the state. 

The expansion plan, first reported in yesterday's Baltimore Sun, is designed to increase mass transit for 
the Fort Meade area in western Anne Arundel County, which will add as many as 22,000 jobs in the 
coming decade because of the base realignment and closure process, Kay said. 

MARC'S three train lines end at Washington's Union Station, but service would be extended to Northern 
Virginia by 2020. Kay said MARC trains would continue past Union Station on lines used by VRE, 
stopping at L'Enfant Plaza, the Pentagon and Crqlstal City, home to many defense industry jobs. 

"This is spectacular for the region," said Ed Cohen, president of the Transit Riders Action Council, an 
advocacy group of MARC commuters. The additional stops would allow many riders to avoid 
transferring to Metro at Union Station. 

"It will completely redistribute the ridership in the D.C. system, making it far more efficient and less 
crowded," he said. 

By 20 15, the Penn Line would continue north to Newark, Del., providing a connection to Philadebhia's 
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mass transit line. 

More immediate improvements, to be completed next summer, include adding afternoon and evening 
trains and initiating weekend service on the Penn Line. The line, which runs between Perryville, 
northeast of Aberdeen, and Union Station through Baltimore's P e w  S t a b ,  is MARC'S most heavily 
traveled. MARC would also add a midday train on the Camden Line, which runs between downtown 
Baltimore and Union Station. 

State officials have not put a price tag on the plan, which could cost several billion dollars. Maryland is 
facing a $1.7 billion budget shortfall, and Transportation Secretary John D. Porcai said the state has a 
$40 billion backlog in unfunded transportation projects. 

Still, Porcari said, expanding MARC is a top priority for Gov. M ~ o i n  O 'Maey  (D). 

"Governor O'Malley directed us to draft a very ambitious plan to connect the two great metropolitan 
areas, Washington and Baltimore, through better MARC service," Porcari said yesterday. "As we look to 
increase transportation revenues, after we take care of our system preservation needs, this would be one 
of the first calls on this." 

Kay said the state is considering private development of stations and parking lots to generate revenue for 
the expansion. 

"This is a very ambitious concept, and we don't have money in the bank to pay for it. But we have a 
reasonable expectation that these are cost-effective ideas that would bring a lot of transportation benefit, 
and we'll find the money as the years go by," Kay said. 

Kay said state officials have discussed their plan with Amtrak and CSX. 

"They're willing to talk," Kay said of the railroads. "Ultimately, these are their railroads, and they have 
to be willing to do this." 
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