
DATE: 

TO: 

FROM: 

City of Alexandria, Virginia 
MEMORANDUM 

JANUARY 6,2009 

THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF PLANNING COMMISSION 

FAROLL HAMER, DIRECTOR 
DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND ZONING 

SUBJECT: LANDBAY G - COORDINATED SIGN PROGRAM 

The staff and the applicant have worked to refine the Coordinated Sign Program for Landbay - G. The 
Planning Commission received a copy of the Program dated December 17,2008. The attached document 
dated January 5, 2009 is the final-version for consideration. Changes made to the December 17, 2008 
document are highlighted in blue print 

Changes contained in the January 5,2008 version are focused around creativity of design, quality of materials, 
impacts on residential uses and the George Washington Memorial Parkway, and coordinationwith the City's 
wayfinding program. 

In order to ensure that the signage in the Town Center relates to the high quality urban center that the City 
envisions for Landbay G, language has been added to the Coordinated Sign Program that encourages 
"creativity, uniqueness and excellence" as well as "variety and creativity of design." In fbrtherance of this 
concept, materials of signs are proposed to be "polished or painted metal, glazed ceramic tiles, etched, cut or 
stained glass, cast stone or natural stone." Awning and canopies will be required to be "metal, glass or a 
woven material that projects tle natural material of canvas." 

Signage impacts on residentialuses and the George Washington Memorial Parkway are addressed by requiring 
lighted signs to be on a time clock and by limiting the height of signs on Potomac Avenue, and therefore the 
Parkway, to no more than 20 feet. 

The Program has also been amended to require that directional signage and directories provided in Landbay G 
will be coordinated with the City's wayfinding program. This will provide consistent directional signage 
throughout the City and identi@ the Town Center as a part of the City. 

Staff recommends that the final version of the Coordinated Sign Program be approved and condition # 1 be 
amended as follows: 

I .  A11 signage within Landbay-G shall be consistent with the Coordinated Sign Program prepared by 
Gensler dated CMeber 3, 2888 January 5. 2009. tc 
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Landbay G 
Coordinated Sign Program 

December 17,2008 

Gensler 
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Chapter 1: Project Signage and Wayfinding 



Introduction 

Potomac Yard Town Center is a unique and upscale mixed 
use development within the City of Alexandria, Virginia. 
At the Town Center, office space, hotels and residential 
buildings come together through a strong retail base 
and a distinctive plaza to create not only a one of a kind 
community for Alexandria, but also a destination for the 
Washington DC metropolitan area. 

This chapter of the Comprehensive Signage and Retail 
Guidelines will focus on project wide identification sig- 
nage and wayfinding elements. These signs will become 
an integral part of the identity of Potomac Yard Town 
Center and will contribute to the vitality and interest of 
its tenants and residents. 

This Chapter does not include signs for retail tenant 
identification. Please refer to Chapter 2: Exterior Retail 
Guidelines for all exterior tenant signage, storefront and 
outdoor dining items. 

This document only applies to Landbay G, excluding 
Block K (Fire station). 

Additional Notes: 
All dimensions shown in this chapter are maximums allowed. 

"Potomac Yard Town Center" text used in all signs is not the actual 
proposed text but a place holder for the final Town Center name, 
which is to be determined. 

Each ~414s) shall q u i r e  a rcprnte sign perm&, whldr s M I  Include 
a phOtom~nbg@ or -abk iw af the proposed d m .  

Hotel and oiTice sinnrncabove 20 feet a b v e  the ar& d thc 
adjoining sidewalk-(&ding pot- Aweme) cpmnitted a d  
the signage may be lllumlnatcd provided that the ilkmiatlardaes 
not have an a c k m  Impact on adjoining rrrikntul parks, the 
Gewgc Washington MmorIal Padway a d  streets. However, tn no 
cm shall the hei&i of hotel and atkt  sinm exceed 90 h. &we 
the grade c~ ttw hiding and signage & 33 ft. shalt not tae plr- 
mined on the northern fqade ofthe El and Ei? building. 

Building signagc on Potomac Armue shall be limltcd to retail use(sf 
(which shall not ucoed 20 feet a h  the grade of the adjoining 
sidewalk) and building Cdcntifiution for the oflice and resklential 
building* 

A p p r i t s  shall wick directional signage for the pirrkirrggarqes 
and any valet b o t i l m  

m-r PrJectiynge and Wayfinding PO~OMAC YARD 





SIGN TYPE ID.3 

DESCRIPTION: DEVELOPMENT IDENTIFIERS, BUILDING MOUNTED 
QTY: 1 

PLAN 

SCALE: 1/16" = 1'4' 

2W DIA. 
-3 Y- 

UNFOLDED SIGN ELEVATION 

SCALE: 1/16" = 1'-0' 

L,MOUNTEDTO SIGNAGE 
ALL COLORS TED; 

OVERALL ELEVATION 

SCALE: 1116" = 1'0' 

SUPPORTS 

Thc sign type ID-3 shall not 
be illuminated between 
the hours of 1200 a.m. 
and 7.00 a.m., seven days 
per week. The sign shall 
be metal and shall project 
from the drum of the build- 
ing and shall be consistent 
with the 'industrial" design 
of the building. 

Pro;~c:Zgne and Waytinding POTOW YARD 
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SIGN TYPE ID.4 

DESCRIPTION: BUILDING IDENTIFICATION, PIN MOUNTED 
QTk 1 3  

NOTES: Sign Option A for building address (numbers) only 
Option B to be used for building names 

May be externally illuminated from base building sources. 

ALUMINUM CHANNEL LETTERS: PA1NTED;COLOR TED 

/- PIN MOUNTED ON OVERHANG OVER OR ADJACENT TO 
MAIN BUILDING ENTRY. FONT: CENTURY GOTHIC 

DETAIL ELEVATION-optlon A 

SCALE: 3/8"=1'-0" 

DETAIL SECTION-option A 

SCALE: 3/8"=1'-0" 

LOCATION ELEVATION-optlon A (address number only) 

SCALE: 118"=1'-0" 

Gen~ler @gc$qgge and Wayfinding 



SIGN TYPE ID.4 

ALUMINUM CHANNEL LETTERS, PAINTED COLOR TBD PIN MOUNTED 

I-- ON OVERHANG OVER OR ADJACENTTO MAIN BUILDING ENTRY 
FONT: CENTURY GOTHIC 

DETAIL ELEVATION-option B 

SCALE: 3/8'=1'-0" 

DETAIL SECTION-option B 0 SCALE: 3 / 8 " = 1 9  

LOCATION ELEVATION-optlon B (bullding name) 0 XAE 1,8*=1', 

Gen~ler p&ecz?~ge and Wayfinding FQTOM*CYARO 
TOWN CENTER I 8 



SIGN TYPE ID.4 

DESCRIPTION: BUILDING IDENTIFICATION, FENCE MOUNTED 
QTV: 1 

LOCATION: ID.4.09 

DIMENSIONAL METAL LETTERS: PAINTED: COLORTBD, 
PIN MOUNTEDON BUILDING FENCE; 
F0NT:TBD 

(RESTRICTED TO 90% OFTHE FENCE WIDTH) - 
ELEVATION 

SCALE: 3/8"=11-0" 

OVERALL ELEVATION-STREET 1 

SCALE 1/8'= 1'4' 

Gensler P r o g t  S i ~ a g e  and Waytinding mmwc YARD 
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SIGN TYPE 10.5 

BLADE SIGN DIREmY- 
ATTACHEDTO BUILDING 

(DOUBLE SIDED) 

PROJECT LOCO- 

- -- 

DESCRIPTION: BUILDING IDENTIFICATION-BLADE SIGN 
QTY: 1 

LOCATION: ID.5.01 
NOTES: Slgn type ID.5 may be illuminated, provided that the illumina- 
tion does not havean adverse impact on adjoining residential uses, 

parks, or roadways. 

EAST GLEBE ELEVATION -MOUNTING LOCATION 

SCALE: 111 6"=1'-0" 

Gensler sctzfzge and Wayfinding m m w  YARD 
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SIGN TYPE 10.5 

DESCRIPTION: BUILDING IDENTIFICATION-BLADE SIGN 
QTY: 1 

LOCATION: 10.5.02 
Sign type 10.5 may be illuminated, provided that the illumination does 

not have an adverse impact on adjoining residential uses, parks, or 
roadways. 

STREET 1 ELEVATION -MOUNTING LOCATION 

SCALE. 1/16"=1'-0" 

fi7 MAIN ST. ELEVATION - MOUNTING LOCATION 

0 SCALE: Ill 6"=11-0" 

Gensler Pro'ect Si nage and Way!inding 
Or(Llr48m 
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SlGN TYPE ID.5 

DESCRIPTION: BUILDING IDENTIFICATION-BLADE SlGN 
QTY: 2 

LOCATIONS: ID.5.03 & ID.5.04 

OVERALL ELEVATION 

SCALE: 1116" = 1'-0' 

Gen~ler Proecc$?gge and Wafinding POTOMAC YARD 
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SIGN TYPE 10.5 

/'- 
STEEL ANCHORS: COORDINATE 
WIM BUILDING'S 
HORIZONTAL MFTAL 
SLAB COVERS; 
ANCHORTO BUILDING STEEL 

LLUMINATED SIGN - 
CABINET:METAL MESH 
OVER TRANSLUCENT FACE; 

DIMENSIONAL LETTERS: 
METAL FASTENEDTO MESH; 
DOUBLE SIDED 

STEEL STRUCTURE 

LETTERS AND LOGO: 
ACRYLIC PUSH THROUGH 
INTERNALLY ILLUMINATED; 
DOUBLE SIDED 

PLAN 

SCALE: 118" = 1'-0' 

ELEVATION 

SCALE: 1/8" = 1'-0' 

SIDE ELEVATION 0 SCALE 118" = 1'-0' 

m*r zgtignse and Wayiinding WTCJMPCYMD 
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SIGN TYPE ID.6 

DESCRIPTION: BUILDING IDENTIFICATION, HOTEL 
QTY: 8 

NOTES: Rooftop signs (above 35'), internally or externally illuminated 

All signs shall comply with article IX of the Alexandria City Zoning ordinance, unless otherwise indicated in these guidelines and 
approved by city council as part ofthe Coordinated Sign Program DSUP # - . 
1. Hotels are limited to (1) Sign type ID.6 per building elevation. If (2) hotel brands occupy a single building, (1) sign per 
brand may be located on each facade. 

2. The use of sign type ID.6 above 20 feet above the gra& of the adjoining sidewalk (excluding pot om^ Awnue) is per- 
mitted a d  the signage may be illuminated provided that the illumination does not have an adverse impact on adjoining 
residential uses, parks, the George Washington Memorial Parkway and streets Hwwer, in no case shall the height of hotel 
sign exceed 90 fl. a h  the grade of the building. 

3. Hotel identification signs installed greater than 20' abave grade shall k permitted a maximum sign area of 1 square foot 
per llneu foot of bulkling frontage not to exceed 700 quare feet. Fw purposes of calculation sign area building frontage 
shall k limited to frontage on a public street or streets with public access easements. For these signs, refer to Chapter 2 
Exterior Retail Guidelines. 

4. For instructions on how to measure sign area, refer to Appendix: Computation of Sign Area. 

LINEAR FEET USED AS FRONTAGE FOR HOTEL ID SIGN 

1 

-SIGN ID.6 
BUILDING ID-HOTEL 

ELEVATION -MOUNTING LOCATION EXAMPLE 

Not to scale 

Ge& Pmcec$iynge and Wayiinding POTOMAC YARD 
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SIGN TYPE DR.l 

DESCRIPTION: VEHICULARIPEDESTRIAN DIRECTIONAL 
QTY: 12 

NOTE: 
FRANKLIN GOTHICTYPEFACE USED 
THROUGHOUT. COLORSTO BE DETERMINED. 

DIRECTIONAL 
MESSAGING 

DISTRICT IDENTITY 

j Hotel 
Mainstreet Shops 

Anchor Tenant 
. . . - - - . -- 

Tenant A 

Tenant 0 

@ Metro 

ELEVATION 0 SCALE, 

ro ect SI na e and Wayfinding Gender bLtd:!J POTOMAC YARD 
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SIGN TYPE DR.2 

DESCRIPTION: PROJECT U)ENTIFICATlON-DIRECTORIES 
QTY: 3 

NOTE: 
FRANKLIN GOTHIC TYPEFACE USED 
THROUGHOUT. COLORSTO BE DETERMINED. 

DISTRICT IDENTITY 7 

DIRECTORY MAP 
GRAPHIC, OR OPTIONAL 
DISPLAY BOX FOR SEASONAL 
CONTENT AND PROGRAM INFORMATION 

ELEVATION 0 ,Em 

Gensler Pm&tecgge and Wayfinding WTOMACVIRD 
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