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STATEMENT AT COUNCIL OPEN MIKE- OCT. 15, 2010

Mr. Mayor, Members of Council

My name is Jack Sullivan. | am here today to say a highly grateful “thank
you” to Councilmen Rob Krupicka and Paul Smedberg for their letter of
Sept. 29 asking the Council and Planning Commission to table all plans
for higher density in the West End until the City can devise a workable and
viable transportation plan.

Your letter, Councilmen, echoed the sentiments of the Seminary Hill
Association, other civic groups on the West End, and more than 400
persons who have signed a petition asking for the same tabling of plans.

It is my hope that you, Mr. Mayor, and other members of Council will
endorse this request and demand requisite action. Also you, Mr.
Hartmann and you, Ms. Hamer, please will hear the call of these elected
officials and the citizens who support them.

The follies that are being perpetrated on our community by the
Beauregard Planning Process were evident the other night at the
community meeting at John Adams School.

City planners admitted that no one has been able to figure out how to
accommodate 7.5 million square feet of additional density into the
Corridor. Undeterred, now the City will be taking a run at something less -
- perhaps 6.5 or 5.5 million. That is madness. We do not even know the
transportation needs from BRAC, much less from dense new
development.

The consultant also admitted that no one can figure out how to put a
parallel road in the tract without tearing down a neighborhood of single
family homes. Is this what Alexandria has come to? A willingness to
destroy neighborhoods to accommodate a developer? More madness.



Thankfully, two councilmen have acted decisively to bring sanity back into
the picture.

If a majority of the Council -- an additional two of you -- will agree with
them, this battle is over. It not, it will be long and contentious struggle to
preserve and protect the West End and its neighborhoods. Please be
assured, we will fight on.

Thank you.
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