Docket Item # 8

BAR CASE #2009-0116
BAR Meseting
July 8, 2009

| SSUE: Alterations

APPLICANT: Christopher C. and Kay M. Morell

LOCATION: 421 South Columbus Street

ZONE: RB/Residentia

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends approval of the application with the
following conditions:
1. That the proposed replacement windows may be double-glazed, simulated divided light with
external muntinsand an interior spacer bar, but that they be wood instead of al uminum-clad.
2. That the proposed replacement front door be wood instead of metal.
3. That nightshades be installed on the skylights to prevent light seepage.

**EXPIRATION OF APPROVALS NOTE: In accordance with Sections 10-106(B) and 10-206(B) of the
Zoning Ordinance, any official Board of Architectural Review approvd will expire 12 monthsfrom the date of
issuance if the work is not commenced and diligently and substantially pursued by the end of that 12-month
period.

**BUILDING PERMIT NOTE: Most projects approved by the Board of Architectural Review require the
issuance of one or more construction permits by Building and Fire Code Administration (including signs).
The applicant is responsible for obtaining all necessary construction permits after receiving Board of
Architectural Review approva. Contact Code Administration, Room 4200, City Hall, 703-838-4360 for
further information.
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|. ISSUE:
The applicant is requesting approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness for replacement windows
and alterations at 421 South Columbus Street.  The applicant proposes to:

e Replace the roof in-kind, including the soffit, eaves and rake board

e Addtwo 2 feet by 4 feet skylights on the rear roof

e Replaceexisting oriel window on side elevation with asimulated divided light, six-over-six,
double-hung window, measuring 2.5 feet by 4 feet

e Replaceeight truedivided light, wood windowswith simulated divided light, aluminum-clad
windows

e Replace two doorsin-kind (metal)

e Replace existing guttering and downspouts as shown on neighboring properties

The existing windows are single-glazed, six-over-six and six-over-nine, double-hung wood
windows with exterior storms. The applicant is requesting approval of Pella Architect Series
simulated divided light, double-hung, a uminum-clad windowsto match the existing configuration.
The muntins will measure 7/8” and have an interior space bar.

The proposed skylights will each measure 2 feet by 4 feet. The skylights will be flat and the frame
will have aluminum cladding.

The applicant did not provide specification sheets for the replacement doors or roof, but indicated
both to be an exact, in-kind replacement. The existing front door is asix-panel metal door and the
rear door is anine-light over four-panel metal door. The existing roof is asphalt shingle.

The applicant has submitted aletter of support and approval from the president of the Glenwycke
Homeowners Association.

The amount of proposed demolition for the window expansion and new skylights totals
approximately 24 square feet, under the amount requiring a separate Permit to Demolish.

II. HISTORY:

The two-story, end-unit brick townhouse at 421 South Columbus Street was constructed in 1984
according to the City’ sreal estate records. Thetownhousewas constructed asonein aseriesof five
offset brick townhouses on this block.

In 1986 the Board approved the construction of a brick wall at this property (BAR 86-168). The
Board heard on several occasionsthe application for the construction of new buildings, additionsand
alterations at 413-421 South Columbus Street in 1980 and approved the new townhouse on March
19, 1980 with many stipulations.

1. ANALYSIS:
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The proposed roof replacement, windows and doors comply with zoning ordinance requirements.

Windows

The Design Guidelines recommend that: “...replacement windows should be appropriate to the
historic period of the architectural style of the building”. The Guidelines also state that single-
glazed, true divided light windows with interior storm sash are the preferred replacement window
type. The Guidelines continue by saying other acceptable window types are “double-glazed true
divided light wood windows...Windows with fixed or applied muntins have been approved for the
rear elevation of a structure which has minimal visibility from a public right of way.” In this
particular case, given the age of the townhouse and the fact that the existing light configuration and
muntin profile and size will be retained, Staff does not object to theinstallation of double-insulated
windows, with simulated divided lights, and interior spacer bars. However, Staff is concerned that
the proposed windows are aluminum-clad. Staff notesthat material compatibility between historic
and non-historic buildings is an important characteristic of the district. Simulated divided light,
double-glazed, wood windows are comparabl e to the ones approved by the Board for replacement
windows at other non-historic townhouses in the district. Staff supports replacement windows if
they are wood rather than aluminum-clad.

The proposed alteration on the south (side) elevation which expands an existing oriel window
opening to accommodate a double-hung window is appropriate. The proposed fenestration is
consistent with the Colonial Revival character of this townhouse.

Doors

The applicant hasindicated that metal six-panel doorswere part of the original design for thisseries
of townhouseswhen constructed. The Design Guidelines notethat “ exterior flush or paneled metal
doorsaregenerally not appropriate on residential structures’ and that such doors* may be appropriate
in certain limited circumstances for 20" century retail, commercial and industrial buildings.”
Althoughitislikely that metal doorswere part of the original approval for construction, the current
Design Guidelines discourage that type of door for residential buildings. Furthermore, the Board
generally subscribes to a philosophy of material compatibility between historic and non-historic
buildings. As Staff generaly takes a conservative standpoint, Staff must recommend that the
replacement front door bewood. Dueto thelimited visibility of the rear door behind a6 foot fence,
Staff finds ametal door is acceptable at the rear.

Skylights
The Guidelines note that “skylights should be located on the least visually prominent section of the

roof” and that “low or flat profile glass skylights are preferred.” The proposed skylights are
relatively modest in size and will be minimally, if at all, visible from the public right-of-way. In
addition, the proposed skylights will be flat. The Guidelines also note that “skylights must have
integral shadesthat should be used at nighttimeto reduce seepage of light visiblefrom the exterior.”
Staff recommends that nightshades be installed.

Gutters and Downspouts
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The proposed replacement of the existing guttering and downspouts is appropriate and would be
considered a historically appropriate repair/maintenance item. Thisitem could be administratively
approved by Staff.

Roof

The proposed in-kind roof replacement is appropriate and consistent with the Guidelines which
identify asphalt composition shingles as appropriate for certain twentieth-century buildings. Staff
notesthat this portion of the application could have been approved administratively asahistorically
appropriate, in-kind replacement.

IV. STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends approva of the application with the
following conditions:
1. That the proposed replacement windows may be double-glazed, smulated divided light with
external muntinsand an interior spacer bar, but that they be wood instead of al uminum-clad.
2. That the proposed replacement front door be wood instead of metal.
3. That nightshades be installed on the skylights to prevent light seepage.
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V. CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS

Legend: C - coderequirement R - recommendation S - suggestion F- finding

Code Enforcement:
C-1 Whereappliancesarelocated < 10' from aroof edge or open sidewith adrop [> 24", guards
shall be provided (USBC 2801.1)

C-2  Structurd calculations are required to verify the ability of the existing roof to support the
additional weight of the A/C unit.

C-3  Guardrall structural design and construction must comply with USBC.
C-4  Congtruction permits are required for this project. Plans shall accompany the permit
application that fully details the construction as well as layouts and schematics of the

mechanical, eectrical, and plumbing systems.

Historic Alexandria
No comments received.
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Figure 1. Existing conditions, 421 South Columbus Street.
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Figure 2. Plat.
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Figure 3. Front (east) and rear (west) elevation: proposed alterations.



BAR CASE #2009-0116
July 8, 2009

RibeE veuT
(REPLACE

/RAKE POARD
CREH—ACE)

2t 4v i

(NEW) i
| Eefla‘m. ] - I~
| Bais o ST | bureipe
[ra— . | OF TRUSS
| o 3
o
CUTUMNE oF l‘:
NEW =pacE =
(BoTo M oF TRUS=) 8
12%18 GRoss oF
< . . » o 3

SOUTH ELEVATION (BABLE END  + /4=

Figure 4. Side (south) elevation: proposed alterations.
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0002 Manufacturer: Pella Windows & Patio Doors
Frame Size =33 1/4" Wx ivision: Millwork

5'53/4"H roduct: Windows

RO Size =3'4"Wx5' 6 {Type: Double Hungs

172" H Manufacturer: Pella Windows & Patio Doors

Material: Aluminum Clad Wood
Erjmc Aluminum Clad Wood Frame
F

oduct Family: Full Frame Pella Products
roduct Configuration: Single Unit
oom Location: OTHER 1
terior Color: Brick Red
eacoast Color: No
ambliner: Standard Jambliner
ood Type: Pine - S;;'mdm'd
Tl Lot p-enmg Tﬂ’e: RDLIE
c‘“g? w”‘" 7" Frame Size Width: 33 1/4°
iFrame Size Height: 5 5 3/4"
X Rough Opening Width: 3" 4"
H Rough Opening Height: 5' 6 1/2"
nterior Finish: Unfinished-ready or site finishing
ash Lock: Standard
Sash Lifts: No
ardware Finish: Oil Rubbed Bronze
slaring: Energy Saving Low E Glass (Recommended)
empered Glass: Mo
igh Altitude: No
iGas Filled: Argon
ISash Style: Cottage
%Grid Type; 748" Simulated-divided-lite w Spacer
Anterior Grid Color: Unfinished
Exterior Grid Color: Brick Red
rid Style; Traditional
rid Location: Top and Bottom Sash
op Sash Lite Pattern: 3wdh
ottom Sash Lite Pattern: 3w3h
iberglass Insect Screen: Full Screen
creen Color; Brick Red
Screen Mesh: Standard
rick Mould (Exterior Casing): No
all Depth: 7 116" Applied

Figure5. Proposed window specifications.
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Fixed skylight models

Fixed skylight - mndel OFS
An economical choice for visually
expanding areas such as
hallways, stairwells, and other
closed-in, dark spaces that can
be transformed with daylight
and sky views.

Salect sizes are sized perfectly
o fit on truss roofs and includes
pre-installed mounting brackets
for an easler, more secure
installation.

+ Select wood frame, gasketing to drain condensation
outside and aluminum cladding,

+ Flexible EPDM side flashing eliminates the need for
sealarts,

« The quickest, simplest installing self-flashed skylight an
the market.

Sizes and product infoon pages 33 - 35,

Figure 6. Proposed skylight specifications.
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Figure 7. Examples of gutter repairs.

12



