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        May 28, 2008 
 
ISSUE:  Signs and Alterations 

 
APPLICANT: Sam Safaeian 
 
LOCATION:  224 North Henry Street 
 
ZONE:  CD/Commercial 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends approval of the application with the 
following conditions: 

1. That the existing hanging sign and bracket be removed; 
2. That the refaced sign board on the southern elevation of the building facing the 

drive aisle/parking not be illuminated; and   
3. That the new windows and doors be free of muntins and more commercial in 

style.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
**EXPIRATION OF APPROVALS NOTE: In accordance with Sections 10-106(B) and 10-206(B) of the 
Zoning Ordinance, any official Board of Architectural Review approval will expire 12 months from the 
date of issuance if the work is not commenced and diligently and substantially pursued by the end of that 
12-month period. 
 
**BUILDING PERMIT NOTE: Most projects approved by the Board of Architectural Review require the 
issuance of one or more construction permits by the Code Enforcement Bureau (including signs).  The 
applicant is responsible for obtaining all necessary construction permits after receiving Board of 
Architectural Review approval.  Contact Code Enforcement, Room 4200, City Hall, 703-838-4360 for 
further information. 
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I.  ISSUE: 
The applicant is requesting approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness to install two wall signs, 
two windows and a door at 224 North Henry Street.  The new business, Ideal Design & 
Construction, is an expansion of the existing Ideal Tile business and will go into the vacant store 
front to the south.   
 
Signs 
Two flat wall signs will be installed – one fronting North Henry Street and the other fronting the 
parking/drive aisle on the south side of the property on an existing sign board.  The North Henry 
Street sign will measure 2’ 6” by 9’ and will be anchored to the wall with expansion bolts 
through the mortar joints.  The south facing sign will be installed on the existing sign board, 
which measures approximately 2’ by 9’.  Both signs will have a white background with black 
lettering, IDEAL DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION, and the business logo, IDC, in a beige box 
with brown text.   
 
The applicant also proposes to reface the existing IDEAL TILE hanging sign to add the name of 
the new business. The size of the sign, 3’ by 2’6”, will not change.   Staff has not yet received 
the new design of the sign.  
 
Windows/Doors 
The applicant intends to install two windows in the existing bricked up openings on either side of 
the door facing North Henry Street where the new business will go.  The sill on the southernmost 
window will be lowered to match the other window and to reflect its previous size. The windows 
will measure approximately 5’6” by 7’10”. The existing door and transom will also be replaced. 
The double insulated windows and door will be manufactured by Pella and will have a red brick 
colored aluminum clad exterior with a “prairie style” muntin pattern.    
 
II.  HISTORY: 
The one story concrete and brick structure at 224 North Henry Street was constructed in the late 
1950s or early 1960s as part of a sprawling one story brick complex fronting on both North 
Henry and Queen Streets.  The Board approved the existing signage and lighting for Ideal Tile 
on August 25, 2004 (BAR Case #2004-0163).  
 
III.  ANALYSIS: 
The proposed signs and alteration comply with the zoning ordinance requirements. The building 
frontage for both storefronts along North Henry Street is 60’ and therefore the total sign area 
permitted is 60 square feet.  The existing signage for IDEAL TILE (the wall sign and the 
hanging sign) measures 37.5' square feet; therefore, only 22.5’ of available signage remains.     
 
The Design Guidelines state that, “generally, only one sign per business is appropriate.” (Signs - 
Page 3).  Although Staff recommended only one IDEAL TILE sign in 2004, the Board approved 
the two existing signs.  Staff would have no objection to the installation of a second wall sign for 
the new business, IDEAL DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION.  Further, Staff believes that three 
signs along this street frontage is excessive and recommends that the existing hanging sign and 
bracket be removed.   
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Staff does not object to a refacing of the sign board on the southern elevation of the building 
facing the drive aisle/parking.  The Henry Street façade is somewhat difficult to see due to fast-
moving, one-way traffic and the sign on the south elevation will provide additional visibility 
from Cameron Street.  However, because the sign now faces a residential development that sign 
should under no circumstances be illuminated.   
 
Staff supports utilization of this now vacant portion of the building and improvements to the 
facade.  However, Staff does not believe that the residential “prairie” style of the proposed new 
windows and door is appropriate.  Instead, staff recommends that the applicant select a more 
commercial style window and door free of any muntins.    
 
IV.   STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends approval of the application with the 
following conditions:  

1. That the existing hanging sign and bracket be removed; 
2. That the refaced sign board on the southern elevation of the building facing the drive 

aisle/parking not be illuminated; and   
3. That the new windows and doors be free of muntins and more commercial in style.  
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V.  CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS 
 

Legend:     C - code requirement    R - recommendation    S - suggestion    F - finding 
 
Code Enforcement: 
F-1 The applicant shall obtain a sign permit for the proposed sign and/ or wall lettering. 
 
C-1 Wall letters / signs must comply with USBC [H103-H111] Please indicate the method to 

be used for anchoring the letters to the wall. 
 
C-2 Projecting, hanging signs must comply with USBC [H103-H107, H112] for type of 

materials, maximum projection, vertical clearance below all parts of the sign, and 
additional loads. 

 
C-3 Alterations to the existing structure must comply with the current edition of the Uniform 

Statewide Building Code (USBC). 
 
C-4 Alterations to the existing structure and/or installation and/or altering of equipment 

therein requires a building permit.  Five sets of plans, bearing the signature and seal of a 
design professional registered in the Commonwealth of Virginia, must accompany the 
written application.  The plans must include all dimensions, construction alterations 
details, kitchen equipment, electrical, plumbing, and mechanical layouts and schematics. 

 
C-5 Construction permits are required for this project.  Plans shall accompany the permit 

application that fully details the construction as well as layouts and schematics of the 
mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems. 

 
Historic Alexandria: 
No comments received.  
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VI.  IMAGES: 
 

 
Figure 1. Front elevation, 224 N. Henry Street. 

 

 
Figure 2.  South elevation, 224 N. Henry Street. 
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Figure 3. Proposed sign. 

 

 
Figure 4. Specifications for proposed window. 
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Figure 5. Specifications for proposed door. 


