
        Docket Item # 2 
BAR CASE # 2009-0269    

         
        BAR Meeting 
        December 9, 2009 
 
 
ISSUE:  After-the-fact approval of alterations  
 
APPLICANT: 211 West LLLP  
 
LOCATION:  211 North West Street 
 
ZONE:  RB/Residential 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends approval of the application for 
after-the-fact alterations as submitted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
**EXPIRATION OF APPROVALS NOTE: In accordance with Sections 10-106(B) and 10-
206(B) of the Zoning Ordinance, any official Board of Architectural Review approval will expire 
12 months from the date of BAR approval if the work is not commenced and diligently and 
substantially pursued by the end of that 12-month period. 
 
**BUILDING PERMIT NOTE: Most projects approved by the Board of Architectural Review 
require the issuance of one or more construction permits by Building and Fire Code 
Administration (including signs).  The applicant is responsible for obtaining all necessary 
construction permits after receiving Board of Architectural Review approval.  Contact Code 
Administration, Room 4200, City Hall, 703-838-4360 for further information. 



 2
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I.  ISSUE: 
The applicant is requesting after-the-fact approval for alterations made at 229 North West 
Street.  Although the application does not indicate that the application is for after-the-fact 
approval, Staff notes that the application indicates the creation of a new opening in the 
brick wall.  A site visit confirms that the opening has already been created and a new 
door installed.  In addition, Staff spoke with the contractor who confirmed that a new 
opening had been created. 
 
The after-the-fact approval is for the following: 

• Creation of a new opening (measuring approximately 40 inches by 82 inches) in 
existing brick wall on the north elevation; and  

• Installation of a glass and aluminum, commercial-style exterior door.  
 
II.  HISTORY: 
According to City real estate records, this three-story brick apartment building was 
constructed circa 1964.  The building first appears on the Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 
from 1965.   
 
In August 2009, the applicant filed an application for a new fence in the rear yard area at 
this property (BAR Case # 2009-0196).  This application was withdrawn prior to hearing 
by the applicant.  
 
III.  ANALYSIS: 
The alterations in this application comply with Zoning Ordinance requirements. 
 
In general, Staff supports the alterations submitted as part of this application.  The newly-
created opening is appropriate for the style and character of this building.  Further, the 
opening, while visible from the public right-of-way, is not located on the primary façade.  
In addition, the style of door, while generally not appropriate in many instances 
throughout the district, is acceptable in this case due to the age and style of the building.  
Further, the new door coordinates with the existing side entrance door.   
 
Staff notes that these alterations were completed prior to BAR approval or the issuance of 
a building permit.  The applicant had applied for a building permit that Staff placed on 
hold pending submission of an application to the BAR, and BAR review and approval.   
 
IV.  STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends approval of the application for 
after-the-fact alterations as submitted. 
 
 
STAFF: 
Catherine Miliaras, Historic Preservation Planner, Planning & Zoning 
Stephen Milone, Division Chief, Zoning and Land Use Services, Planning and Zoning  
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V. CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS 
 

Legend: C - code requirement R - recommendation S - suggestion F- finding 
 
Code Enforcement:  
C-1 Alterations to the existing structure must comply with the 2006 edition of the 

Uniform Statewide Building Code (USBC). Acknowledged by applicant.   
 
C-2 All exterior walls within 5 feet from an interior property line shall have a fire 

resistance rating of 1 hour, from both sides, with no openings permitted within the 
wall.  As alternative, a 2 hour fire wall may be provided (USBC 704.5).   

 
C-3 Construction permits are required for this project.  Plans shall accompany the 

permit application that fully detail the construction as well as layouts and 
schematics of the mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems.  

 
Historic Alexandria: 
No comments received. 
 



VI. IMAGES 
 

 
Figure 1.  Photographs of portion of front elevation as viewed from North West Street, existing aluminum 

 and glass entrance door, and newly-installed aluminum door in new opening. 
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Figure 2. Door specifications. 



 

 
Figure 3.  Quote for project indicating creation of new opening for new door. 


