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Application General Data 

Planning Commission 

Hearing: 

December 2, 2008 Request: 

Consideration of a request for a 

special use permit to operate a child 

care home.  
City Council Hearing: December 13, 2008 

Address: 

210 Wesmond Drive 

Zone: RB/Townhouse 

Applicant: 

Darnella and James Shelby 
Small Area Plan: Potomac West 

 

Staff Recommendation: APPROVAL subject to compliance with all applicable codes and 

ordinances and the recommended permit conditions found in Section III of this report. 

Staff Reviewers: Eileen Oviatt    Eileen.oviatt@alexandriava.gov 

Planning Commission Action: 

City Council Action:  

 

 

      

 

CONSENT  AGENDA  ITEM 
If no one asks to speak about this case prior 

to the hearing, it will be approved without 

discussion as part of the Consent Agenda. 
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I. DISCUSSION   

 

 REQUEST  

 

The applicant, Darnella and James Shelby, request special use permit approval for the operation 

of a child care home located at 210 Wesmond Drive. 
 

SITE DESCRIPTION 

 

The subject property is one lot of record with 16 feet 

of frontage on Wesmond Drive, 117.5 feet of depth 

and a total lot area of 1,880 square feet.  The site is 

developed with a townhouse dwelling. Surrounding 

the subject property are other townhouses.  

Bordering the rear of the property is an alley. 

 

 

BACKGROUND  

 

On November 16, 2002, City Council granted 

Special Use Permit #2002-0090 for the operation of 

a child care home for up to nine children.  Prior to 

approval of the 2002 SUP, the applicant was caring 

for five children in their home, which is a permitted 

use and does not require a special use permit.  The 

applicant did not implement the approved 

SUP#2002-0090, and has continued to care for five 

children. 

 

 

PROPOSAL  

 

The applicant proposes to provide child care for up to nine children in the existing 

residence according to the following: 

 

Hours: Monday through Friday, 7:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

  

Number of children: Current:    5 children (no SUP required) 

 Proposed:  9 

 

Noise: No noise impacts anticipated 

 

Trash/Litter: The applicant does not expect the amount of trash to exceed one 

city trash container that will be collected once per week.  
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PARKING 

 

The zoning ordinance does not require parking for child care homes.  On-street public parking 

spaces are available in front of the applicant’s home on both sides of Wesmond Drive.  The 

applicant anticipates that parents will park in front of the day care home to pick up and drop off 

their children.    

 

ZONING/MASTER PLAN DESIGNATION 

 

The subject property is located in the RB/Townhouse zone.  Section 7-500 of the Zoning 

Ordinance allows a child care home in the RB zone only with a special use permit. 

 

The proposed use is consistent with the Potomac West Small Area Plan chapter of the Master 

Plan which designates the property for residential use.  

 

 

II. STAFF ANALYSIS 

 

Staff has no objection to the proposed child care home located at 210 Wesmond Drive.  The 

proposed use is consistent with the requirements for child care homes set forth in the zoning 

ordinance.  In addition, the Department of Human Services states that the applicant has been an 

approved provider with the City of Alexandria since 1996. 

 

Adequate open space is provided on site.  In addition, there are two City parks located in the 

vicinity of the child care home.  The applicant escorts the children to the park to ensure their 

safety in crossing the street.  Because the children are frequently at the park, noise at the 

residence should not be a significant issue. 

 

Although off-street parking is not available to accommodate parents dropping off and picking up 

children, on-street parking is available on both sides of Wesmond Drive.  In addition, parents 

will likely drop off or pick up their children at slightly different times, staggering the demand for 

parking and reducing the overall impact of additional cars associated with this use. 

 

Staff recommends approval of the proposed child care home subject to the recommended 

conditions.   

 

 

III. RECOMMENDED CONDITIONS 
 

Staff recommends approval subject to compliance with all applicable codes and ordinances and 

the following conditions: 

 

1. The special use permit shall be granted to the applicant only or to any corporation 

in which the applicant has a controlling interest. (P&Z) 
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2. The hours of operation of the child care home shall be limited to between 7:00 

a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. (P&Z) 

 

3. This special use permit shall not be effective unless and until the child care home 

for up to nine children is licensed by the Virginia Department of Social Services. 

(P&Z) 

 

4. The applicant is to contact the Community Relations Unit of the Alexandria 

Police Department at 703-838-4520 regarding a security survey for the child care 

center. (Police) 

 

5. The applicant or an assistant must be available to escort children to and from the 

parent’s cars in the event that parking is not available on Wesmond Drive.  

Parents shall not be permitted to double-park their cars on Wesmond Drive while 

dropping off or picking up children. (T&ES) 

  

6. The Director of Planning and Zoning shall review the special use permit after it 

has been operational for one year, and shall docket the matter for consideration by 

the Planning Commission and City Council if (a) there have been documented 

violations of the permit conditions which were not corrected immediately, 

constitute repeat violations or which create a direct and immediate adverse zoning 

impact on the surrounding community; (b) the director has received a request 

from any person to docket the permit for review as the result of a complaint that 

rises to the level of a violation of the permit conditions, (c) the director has 

determined that there are problems with the operation of the use and that new or 

revised conditions are needed.  (P&Z) 

 

 

 

 

STAFF: Richard Josephson, Deputy Director, Department of Planning and Zoning;  

 Eileen Oviatt, Urban Planner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Staff Note: In accordance with section 11-506(c) of the zoning ordinance, construction or 

operation shall be commenced and diligently and substantially pursued within 18 months of the 

date of granting of a special use permit by City Council or the special use permit shall become 

void.   
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IV.  CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS 
 

Legend:     C - code requirement    R - recommendation    S - suggestion    F - finding 

 

Transportation & Environmental Services: 

    

R-1 The applicant or an assistant must be available to escort children to and from the 

parent’s cars in the event that parking is not available on Wesmond Drive.  

Parents shall not be permitted to double-park their cars on Wesmond Drive while 

dropping off or picking up children. 

 

C-1 The applicant shall comply with the City of Alexandria’s Noise Control Code, 

Title 11, Chapter 5, which sets the maximum permissible noise level as measured 

at the property line. 

 

Code Enforcement: 

 

C- 1 This review is based on the assumption that this facility will be licensed as a 

family day home by the Virginia Department of Social Services.  If this does not 

occur then the number of children served at one time shall be limited to five. 

 

C-2 Smoke detectors shall be provided in all sleeping areas. 

 

C-3 Fire extinguishers shall be provided at this facility. 

 

C-4 A certificate of occupancy shall be obtained prior to occupying this facility. 

 

Health Department: 

 

 F-1 No Comment 

 

Human Services: 

 

F-1 Sites visits to review the request for a Special Use Permit, #2008-0074, to provide 

child care services at 210 Wesmond Drive, Alexandria, VA 22305, were 

completed on 10/7/2008 and 10/14/2008. Provider’s Name: Darnella Shelby.   

 

Mrs. Shelby has lived on this neighborhood for over 30 years; she has been an 

approved provider with the City of Alexandria since 1996. Her CPR and First Aid 

trainings are current. Mrs. Shelby has enjoyed coming to a variety of trainings, 

especially those in relation to children’s emotional and behavior development. 

She was approved for a Mini-Grant one year and she used that credit to buy 

books, shelves, puzzles, dominos games, and a bunk-bed. The Department has 

never received a complaint from a parent or a CPS complaint.  
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Mrs. Shelby will use her home’s first and second level for her child care services. 

She has a front study room that she uses for homework, reading, coloring, and 

painting activities. There is also a closet to be used for children’s belongings.  

 

Upstairs, on the second level, Mrs. Shelby has two bedrooms, which will be used 

for napping/sleeping. Currently, she has three cribs and a bunk-bed for children 

over eight-years old. There is also one full bathroom on this level. Mrs. Shelby 

has all proper materials and equipment for potty-training in the bathroom.  

 

There is a lower level, the basement, but Ms. Shelby has stated that it will not be 

used for childcare and will not be accessible to children.  

 

There is a 6 foot fence all around the backyard. There was an underground 

opening area that this worker asked Ms. Shelby to seal. Another site visit was 

conducted on 10/14/2008. Mrs. Shelby had bought wood material and had glued it 

to cover the opening. She also had bought plastic plug covers for the electrical 

outlets; they were all sealed at time of this visit.  

 

Mrs. Shelby plans to operate her business between the hours 7:00 am – 5:00 pm, 

Monday – Friday for children birth to age 13. She plans to have her husband 

attend all trainings with the City of Alexandria so he will qualify to become her 

assistant.         

 

R-1 This worker is recommending approval of Mrs. Shelby’s special use permit to 

allow her to care for up to nine (9) non-resident children, pending compliance 

with other department’s recommendations and subject to the licensing and 

registration requirements and other limitations of local and state regulations.  

 

Parks and Recreation: 

  

 F-1 No Comment 

 

Police Department: 

 

R-1 The applicant is to contact the Community Relations Unit of the Alexandria 

Police Department at 703-838-4520 regarding a security survey for the child care 

center.   

 

R-2 The applicant is advised to cover all electrical outlets with socket protectors. 

 

F-1 The Police Department has no objections to the child care facility increasing its 

number of children. 
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APPLICATION

SPECIAL USE PERMIT

SPECIAL USE PERMIT xlL
PROPERTY LOCATION 0 A 1 rIDrd JJr t

TAX MAP REFERENCE 01P 3 t3 02d
APPLICANT

Name rLr e11lL JY S sA 1 V S2
1

Address d 0 In Dr d i8

PROPOSED USE i li J LA ff7 IZG
I I

ZONE R6

THE UNDERSIGNED hereby applies for a Special Use Permit in accordance with the provisions of Article XI

Section 4 11 500 of the 1992 Zoning Ordinance of the City of Alexandria Virginia

THE UNDERSIGNED having obtained permission from the property owner hereby grants permission to the

City of Alexandria staff and Commission Members to visit inspect and photograph the building premises land etc
connected with the application

THE UNDERSIGNED having obtained permission from the property owner hereby grants permission to the

City of Alexandria to post placard notice on the property for which this application is requested pursuant to Article IV

Section 4 1404 07 of the 1992 Zoning Ordinance of the City of Alexandria Virginia

THE UNDERSIGNED hereby attests that all of the information herein provided and specifically including all

surveys drawings etc required to be furnished by the applicant are true correct and accurate to the best of their

knowledge and belief The applicant is hereby notified that any written materials drawings or illustrations submitted

in support of this application and any specific oral representations made to the Director of Planning and Zoning on

this application will be binding on the applicant unless those materials or representations are clearly stated to be non

binding or illustrative of general plans and intentions subject ubstantial revision pursuant to Article XI Section

11 207 A 1 0 oflhe 1992 Zoning Ordinance ofthe City of exan ria Virginia

jLrA t116 Arn a fZ
Print Name of Applicant or Agent I

c5t 0 tItlt h Ol d K
Mailing Street Address

It ktVu4ld tt 14 6G20il5
City and State Zip Code

7 13 M2
Telephone Fax

h 4i A 7J trn6 6 iUJt J VJ
I Email address

r

ACTION PLANNING COMMISSION DATE

ACTION CITYCOUNCIL DATE

u
c7
en



i
i I suP X 1Ll

PROPERTY OWNER S AUTHORIZATION

As the property owner of 2 I1J Vllr5 mOi rL JJn A 1 X Ulrr VA I hereby

gr nt the applicant authorization to apply for the Ly lJaJr JrL

use

Property Address

use as

described in this application

Name c7a II S v i SA 6 LI S
1

Please Print

Phone 5 7 S 6G2J

Email 6h 1 IhuJJn r91 QII LiffJ1j l
J I

Date ccJt p

1 Floor Plan and Plot Plan As a part of this application the applicant is required to submit a floor

plan and plot or site plan with the parking layout of the proposed use The SUP application
checklist lists the requirements of the floor and site plans The Planning Director may waive

requirements f9r plan submission upon receipt of a writt n request which adequately justifies a

waiver

vl equired floor plan and plotsite plan attached

Requesting a waiver See attached written request

2 The applicant is the check one

tlOwner
Contract Purchaser

Lessee or

Other of the subject property

State the name address and percent of ownership of any person or entity owning an interest in the

applicant or owner unless the entity is a corporation or partnership in which case identify each owner of
more than ten percent

3 t k i IIllJ e 1 J ft b
AI

tJo W l4ZK

q



I SUP c01Y

If property owner or applicant is being represented by an authorized agent such as an attorney realtor or

other person for which there is some form of compensation does this agent or the business in which the

agent is employed have a business license to operate in the City of Alexandria Virginia

Yes Provide proof of current City business license

o The agent shall obtain a business license prior to filing application if required by the City Code

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

3 The applicant shall describe below the nature of the request in detail so that the Planning

Commission and City Council can understand the nature of the operation and the use The description
should fully discuss the nature of the activity Attach additional sheets if necessary

I
The reasons that we am applying for the Special Use Permit are as follows

1 I wish to increase the number of children in our home daycare facility
Currently I care for five children I have the space for at least 4 more

children My husband and I are the only ones living in this household and we

do have the space during the day for 4 more children

2 Caring for children is a passion for usand we have lots of love for them and

their families Our goal is to produce happy and healthy kids We serve them

three meals a day which allows parents qdality time with their children once

they take them home
I

I
I

l
l
l

I

3 My hours of operation will be 7 00 a m until 5 00 p m Monday Friday
lllllla d I 111 illllrilillle lit lelili L

I

4 Due to nature and structure of our activities I do not anticipate a significant
increase in the noise level Furthermore I currently take the children to the

neighborhood parks for daily 45 minutes session weather permitting
I

r

l
I

I

l
i

5 In summary this application for a Special Use Permit is to increase my family
daycare facility s capacity from five children to nine children My facility s

space street parking and even the noise level will virtually remain the same

i

r

r
6 If this application is granted I will be able to provide an overall higher quality

of service that will reach even more children within the City of Alexandria I
I

i

spectfully eiL
i

Darnella G She by V7
1

I I
10



USE CHARACTERISTICS
I SUP CO Y

4 The proposed special use permit request is for check one

a new use requiring a special use permit
an expansion or change to an existing use without a special use permit

tan expansion or change to an existing use with a special use permit
other Please describe

5 Please describe the capacity of the proposed use

A How many patrons clients pupils and other su h users do you expect
Specify time period Le day hour or shift

fiJlq L
t

d i Fo I u 7 A fJ fJJ f4 F

6 s tCJ L 7 A It g Am Q d
P Y Iv SJA t r

B How many employees staff and other personnel do you expect
Specify time period Le day hour or shift

c2 tnplll iee 7fflYl 0 SM

6 Please describe the proposed hours and days of operation of the proposed use

Day
fA0 1 d j

I

Hours
LI

7lll tJ 6 pJ

J LAe 6 oJL
1

vJleiM dA
1

hu So d A if
I

1 II

I i I I

trdALA

I

II II

7 Please describe any potential noise emanating from the proposed use

A

Oivell a4 LlJ
1 e e tro

f
1 1 b t 30 2 3 D P 11 T4 0l1 ia t4fcd

6 olf Ias J1 eueJ beeva p Yellll l I sh LJ lOT b pl2 bLehI

B How will t ise be controlled

AJYf

II



I SUP ll C01

8 Describe any potential odors emanating from the proposed use and plans to control them

a I
ftJrn 4 L roIL IJ FQA 5 ve ortli

9 Please provide information regarding trash and litter generated by the use

A What type of trash and garbage will be generated by the use ie office paper food

wrappers

Ale J krA 6 1 1 1 2 IM R LJ d t2 Ci Id ukLK 1
I I

S t JrJI1 rrl Pap ttz tJf l e il j121h I reFd5
f J

B How much trash and garbage will be generated by the use Le of bags or pounds per

day or per week

fin J izA ra 11

rOt 5 I

COn Qj neL tL 1d Oi1 n Ii S
I

C How often will trash be collected

tG Per tJlLe1

D How will you prevent littering on the property streets and nearby properties

N2 r sJI ltQf r1 jYlnA1at l t cJ i

h
l hD J iu

v

th CJ J f l l I IetL Ic r YD Ile rrlhtneJ VVt2L lJLt1 lV ee
I J

ti c

7

dAj
10 Will any hazardous materials as defined by the state or federal government be handled stored

or generated on the property

Yes No 1

If yes provide the name monthly quantity and specific disposal method below

I
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I SUP s D01

Will any organic compounds for example paint ink lacquer thinner or cleaning or degreasing
solvent be handled stored or generated on the property

Yes M No

If yes provide the name monthly quantity and specific disposal method below

12 What methods are proposed to ensure the safety of nearby residents employees and patrons

C Q e

ev r I IMleJAIL c Q S

Qr4 p Q a 4J b 1 ad rJ ihi

d gil t1 j c d

Q rlcl fL LJ2 CfLL HJO fin 6

It I ou estP OfiL RcdJ lE

ALCOHOL SALES

13

A Will the proposed use include the sale of beer wine or mixed drinks

Yes t No

If yes describe existing if applicable and proposed alcohol sales below including if the

ABC license will include on premises and or off premises sales

I



4

I SUP 001

PARKING AND ACCESS REQUIREMENTS

14 A How many parking spaces ofeach type are provided for the proposed use AIfA
Standard spaces

Compact spaces

Handicapped accessible spaces

Other
I

Planning and Zoning Staff Only

Required number of spaces for use per Zoning Ordinance Section 8 200A

Does the application meet the requirement
Yes No

B Where is required parking located check one

te

off site

If the required parking will be located off site where will it be located

PLEASE NOTE Pursuant to Section 8 200 C of the Zoning Ordinance commercial and industrial uses

may provide off site parking within 500 feet of the proposed use provided that the offsite parking is

located on land zoned for commercial or industrial uses All other uses must provide parking on site

except that off street parking may be provided within 300 feet of the use with a special use permit

C If a reduction in the required parking is requested pursuant to Section 8 100 A 4 or 5

of the Zoning Ordinance complete the PARKING REDUCTION SUPPLEMENTAL

APPLICATION

Parking reduction requested see attached supplemental form

15 Please provide information regarding loading and unloading facilities for the use

A How many loading spaces are available for the use tVA

Planning and Zoning Staff Only

Required number of loading spaces for use perZoning Ordinance Section 8 200

Does the application meet the requirement

Yes No

I



I SUP ocn

B Where are off street loading facilities located o

IA
C During what hours of the day do you expect loading unloading operations to occur

N

D How frequently are loading unloading operations expected to occur per day or per week

as appropriate

NA

16 Is street access to the subject property adequate or are any street improvements such as a new

turning lane necessary to minimize impacts on traffic flow

NA

SITE CHARACTERISTICS

17 Will the proposed uses be located in an existing building No

NODo you propose to construct an addition to the building Yes

How large will the addition be square feet

18 What will the total area occupied by the proposed use be

Do s rx1sting l oSD sq ft addition if any 6 ISO sq ft total

J gek 3AeCdd
The proposed use is located in check one

a stand alone building
vfa house located in a residential zone

awarehouse

a shopping center Please provide name of the center

an office building Please provide name of the building
other Please describe

19

End ofApplication 15
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APPLICATION SUPPLEMENTAL

This Supplemental information is to be filedby applicants requesting special use permit
approval of a child care home or child care center Allapplicants must submit a plotplan
of the property showing play areas andparking and an interior floorplan If aplay area

that is not owned or leased by the operator is to be used by the children written permission
from the ownermust be obtained and a copy submitted with this application

CHILD CARE HOMES

Applicants requesting special use permit approval of a child care home for six to nine

children within a home shall complete this section

1 Is the proposed facility the principal residence of the operator Yes No

2 Is the operator registered with the City ofAlexandria Office of Early Childhood Development to provide
child care in the home X Yes No

3 How many children including resident children will be cared for 9

4 How many children reside in the home AliIIJ

5 How old are the children Listthe ages ofall children to be cared for

Resident

Non resident 1 5l L iS Sllr i J Scj L Aj 0 j ttlr r 9 g 5
1

6 A minimum of 75 square feet of outdoorplay area on the lot must be provided for each child above age two

Play area required
Number of children above age two 7
Play area provided

x 75 square feet
J J

ur2 square feet

72S I C19 square feet

7 Ifthe lot does not have room for on site play area is the child care hQme within 500 feet of a park or

playground available for the children to play in X Yes No

Ifyes pl ase describe the park s

play
area

r7h J oS J
rVertPllAtl iUh c lht eJ ttrd1 Lg

rpIn
I J1 lS tL Plat J idJei LlI I ilyr0 L 6J CJ s a I1d d l IfL dC 17c u4 tL

jJ1
l L m eIJ J

J crYJr

UJk

NOTE Child care homes are not permitted to display signs

Application SUP child carepdt
3 1 06 PnzApplications Forms Checklists Planning Commission

PIli



CHILD CARE HOMES and CHILD CARE CENTERS

Applicants for both child care homes and child care centers day care centelj daynursery
and nursery schools shall complete this section

1 How many employees will staff the child care facility including the operator
Hr TWo

How many staff members will be on the job at anyone time i iJO

2 Where will staff and visiting parents park Sir I

3 Please describe how and where parents will drop offand pick up children

rAe paJ 4 tV L diJ oPF CLnd PIe I1n fh rt J l rQI J
1 rA ac D Y I

i v rkJJ l wt LJJl c 1 el

4 At whattime will children usually be dropped off and picked up

Drop off Pick up

7 lJO Am 7 5 4 OD Prr IDS a fJ1

5 What type of outdoor play equipment is proposed for the child care facility if any Where will it be located
on the property

PlAit JltJ fn j j1 VJhe ktdYlLrA Ii lL Kll CLi J eL

6 Are play areas on the property fenced

If no do you plan to fence any portion ofthe property

Yes

Yes

No

No

Please describe the existing or proposed fence

1ho S x F e f FetE l1e yle
Q iAJl Od Ct2ntt

i2JI ee iaet flitd J IS

Application SUP child carepd
3 1 06 PnzApplications Forms Checklists Planning Commission

1



I

CHILD CARE CENTERS ONLY

Applicants for child care centers daycare center daynursery andnursery schools shall
complete thissection

1 How many children will be cared for during one day 9

2 What agechHdren do you anticipate caring for I FailIt SehouL 1Sb

3 Does the operation have a license from the State ofVirginia for a child care facility

Yes No

Ifyes provide a copy ofthe license

Application SUP child care pdt
3 1 06 PnzApplications Forms Checklists Planning Commission

lfb
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